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A BBIEF OLOSSABT OF TEBMS 

in the vernacular of criminals, used in familiar converse among counter- 
feiters, middle men, thieves, receivers of stolen goods, and their confede- 
rates — (some of which expressions occasionally find place in certain of 
the succeeding narratives) — is inserted here, for the information of the 
reader who may not otherwise comprehend the signification of the pecu- 
liar phrases described by a British author as 

** Babble-oharming words, which carry so much wild-fire wrapt up in them.** 



All THERE, to be on time, on hand, " np to the mark.** 

Almighty Dollar, the power of money; a trite Yankee expression. 

AcKNOWLBDOB THB CORN, to make a full frank confession. 

All right, sound ; one who may be trusted, sure. 

Beating, to over- reach ; to get the best of; to defraud. 

Bbat out of, black-mailing; extorting ot money. 

Bio gun, a prominent man, a noted person, or leader. 

Bio thing, a veiy good prospect; a promising scheme. 

Bingo, whiskey, brandy, or other strong drink. 

Biz, business; occupation; object; trade; calling. 

Bleed, to cheat, over-reach, victimise, or extort money from. 

Bloke, a detective, or police officer; a minor Judge. 

Blowed, exposed, peached on, betrayed, turned up. 

Bogus, counterfeit bonk notes, or false coins of any kind. 

Bone orchard, a cemetery; a grave-yard; burial-place. 

Boodle, counterfeit notes, placed in bundles or parcels. 

Boodle-game, a cbeating-protess, described on page 342. 

Boodle-carrier, the bearers and sellers of *' boodle** funds. 

BooziNO-KEN, a low drinking-house for thieves or counterfeiters. 

Bountt-jumper, one who takes a military bounty, and then deserts. 

BRA88, self confidence, bold impudence, ** cheeky'* assurance. 

Bracelets, a figurative expression for iron hand cuflfs. 

Brads, money— dollars and cents — ** dust,** ** chink,** &c. 

Bush-whackers, Southern and Western bush-fighters. 

Caught napping, detected, or surprised unawares. 

Cave, to yield, give in. come down at last To own up. 

Choker, a dominie, a white cravat. A ** parson,** also. 

Chaff, to talk nonsense; to deceive, or gammon. 

Clean out, to rob, take from forcibly, or to search the person. 

Cooked, fixed up desirably for the occasion. 

C. O. D. £xprea9-men*8 term: *• Collect On Delivery.** 

CovFlDXNCE BiAN, a charlatan, cheat, or impostcr. 




OLUSSABT. T. 

^ Conr, coanlerieit ootes, of anj denominAtaoo. 
Oojvr MAV, one known as a bank-note coonterfeiter. 
CosKT DKALKK, one wbo deals in, panes, or handles oounterfeiti. 
CoLLAS, to aiTttut, or seize with legal authority. 
Comb dowji, owninfi^ op to having committed wrong. 
Cor, or CorPKB, a U. S. Detective, or Police officer. 
Corru>, arrested or secured by a ** Cop,'* or Detective. 
OovB, a man ; as an oU or a yomtg ** cove.*' 
Oor THB BORAX, to jump wiiii the U. S. Military bounty. 
Cback, to break into a bank, store, or dwelling. 
Cbacksmah, a burglar; one who breaks a bank, &c. 
Cbib, a house—or store— designed to be entered. 
Cboss-dbom, a country tavern, upon the road. 
CcK, a sign, or signal adopted between two persons. 
Dkal, the act of delivering counterfeits from one hand to another. 
DcALAB, the party who issues bogus notes to his patrons. 
Dkad-bruke, out of money; short of ready funds. 
Dkad-bkat, a ** dead-beat" is an utterly worthless fellow. 

Dbad orax-AXD-snuT, a pretty sure thing; a clear fact. 
Dead to bjohts. caught, with positive pnn'/. of guilL 

Dkad-woid, the material for certain conviction. 

Doaa KBjr, a lodging-house, of a low character. 

VtcoYf a diaguiaed person, used to ensnare criminals. 

DiiDOB, a quick artful trick, device, or manipulatiou. 

Draw the waixet, taking your money liberally to foot a biU 

Dl VTT, a division* or dividend of profits, or plunder. 

Dkawb nxE, reducing matters to a nice point in trade. 

Drivui to covkr, compelled to seek seclusion, for a time. 

DatKD CF, concluded, finished, completed— done. 

Drcm, a bad houM. boarding-place, or small tavern. 

Drivrx to cxa>bk, forced, at the end of a flight, or raca. 

Easy, f4iable; approachable; bribcahlc; pun-hascahle. 

EsD or Ilia rrniRii, the final conrlufiion of one's plotting. 

Fast, or fast mam, gay;woridly; reckless; dissipated. 

FRBcr, a IniyiT, or receiver of known tiolen goods. 

Fire wour, ingenion« operations of Detectives, or arti«ana. 

Fixed vr, arranged to suit the managing party. 

Fiasco, a dead failure; a total miscarriage. 

Fiort tiir tic.p.r, playing at Faro; free gambling. 

Ftxan, having plenty of money, or buxinr^n on hand. 

Flt, vhsrii, quirk, knowing, oxperieiiro*!. pouted. 

FLT-cof, a rt'sdy. quick-wittcil ullictT or l)«t»*ctive. 

Game, a •hsryi trick, or device, with f>inir*tcr di^ign- 

Giver awat. to turn one over to the law, or to oflicer*. 

GoBRLM*. snatched up, nuildenly: aptly secureti by C'op^ 

Go-BETwarx, a person communicating as a m^^mn between criutiiwUs. 



VI. GLOSSARY. 

Gomo 19, thnuting one*8 self into "a free fight,*' for instance. 

GoiNO BACK ON HIM, toming traitor on one's accomplices. 

Go FOB HIM, to pursue an adversary with sharp intent. 

GoNB ovEii, sent to the Penitentiary, or other prison. 

GoNEB, a used-up, convicted, finbhed individual. 

Graft, or work, to operate secretly. ** Work a job," Sec. 

Habitues, the cvery-day visitors to any given place. 

Hano fire, to delay, postpone, procrastinate. 

Hano thr jury, tu induce one or more to ''disagree" in a verdict. 

Uigu-hlilLED boi>ts, triumphant, confidant appendages ! 

Hoisted with his own pktahd, caught in one's self-laid trap. 

HuNKT-DORT. on the right side; every thing agreeable. 

Hush-money, cash paid to quash a prosecution, or evidence. 

If it takes a lkg, threat of a desperado, in search of revenge. 

In a jiffy, on the instant; in a moment; at once. 

In durance, in confinement; in custody of a jailor. 

In quod, in prison ; committed, permanently. 

Inside Track, the weather-gage ; a clear advantage. 

In the hock, in the act of commission ; on the spot. 

In the ring, in a clique, or clan of conspirators for cviL 

In the toils, within the secret control of an ofiicer. 

Jersey Lightning, a peculiar New Jersey drink; **blue ruin." 

Jig is up! The race is run. The game is concluded 

Job, a plot in crime; or the attempt to unravel one. 

Job out, to partition or distribute counterfeits among couey men. 

Jumping bail, to forfeit one's bail, before or pending a trial. 

Ken, a house, a booth, or small hotel for criminals. 

Keep youb eye peklkd, to be wide awake, constantly. 

Kid, a boy; a child; or a young criminal associate. 

Knock under, to waive one*s opinion ; to succumb. 

KoNiACKEB, a counterfeiter, or coney man. 

Land-office business, a heavy, prosperous trade. 

Lay, course of action; assumed position; or dodge. 

Leg-bail, to escape, or run away from court or prison. 

Little game, the ruie, object, or design of criminals. 

'Lighted, ''spotted;** alighted on; detected; found out. 

Little joker, the '* best card ** known in the pack. 

Limbo, a prison; **in limbo,** confined in jail. 

Locate, to place in position; or fix upon, decidedly. 

Lush-drum, a disreputable resort for criminals. 

Make it, to appropriate; to gain a desired point. 

BIakb ma pile, to gain a coveted sum of lucre. 

Make connection, to unite surely, with confederates. 

Moll, a female confederate, or mistress. 

Muss, an emeute ; snarl ; quarrel, or squabble. 

Muddle, a fo^j^ state of things; ** mixed " up. 




0L08SART. Til. 

Mr UvcxK, the pnwn-lMoker. or ** pledge ** ratainer. 

Nab BED as the hock, caught in the verj act 

Nabt bed, oat of pocket; ** broke ** of ready ftmda. 

No mcKLTAPa, leaving no drink in the glasi. 

Nolle rBoaEQVf, deciding not to prosecute anj ftirthc*. 

Nolo ooxtejiokbe, don*t wish further to contend. 

Nosi-rma'D, astounded; perplexed; dumbfounded. 

Obb too makt, an overmatch; too strong to contend with. 

Ov THE LEVEL, meeting a man with honorable intentions 

Ob the TAPta, on the carpet; wiiat is uppermost in conversation. 

Ob the make, anzioas, of intent on gain, no matter Aoir. 

Ob the square, open and above-board; deallnic honestly. 

Ob the qui VI ve, excited, watchful; looking sharply about. 

Old bbttleb, an experienced rogue, or operator. 

Oct or joibt, disarranged; supplanted; something going wrong. 

pAL« an accomplice, friend, or partner in crime. 

pEDDUER, an itinerant counterfeit roonejr-seller. 

Piped dowb, followed; shadowed; ran down by detectives. 

Pipe orr, to follow or dog a suspected person's tracks. 

pLABT, to conceal, or bury; also, a planned swindle. 

Plat babt, to whins; ** squawk;*' or assume innocence. 

PiocB LAT, the sanctimonious assumption of base hypocrites. 

PiTLL, to catch, arrest, collar, or seize a criminal. 

Pulled, caught, or arrested by a Detective, or officer. 

P(j«TED, well informed of what is publicly transpiring 

Plcck, eourage ; stamina ; a stout heart ; ready valor. 

pEiaox-BiED, a criminal who has once been in prison. 

Ptrr *EM THBucoH, subjectmg penons to a thorough searching ordeal. 

PvT-cp JOB, a plot contrived to effect some given purpose. 

PcT A WAT, sent to (he State IMson, afUr conviction. 

Put the oollae ob, to arrest a criminal, and ** imn " him. 

P i; i'f\ woB'T rricE, any attempted deceit that miscames. 

PusELE-oovEii, hard-headed lawyen and attorneys. 

PUBPIBO, extracting information by nice questioning. 

Put a head um, to punish; to bruise. (A new cant term). 

QooD, a lock-up, or prison ; a place of detention. 

Queer, base or worthless; counterfeit money, oommonly. 

QCEEB ouLK MAKER, the manufacturer of bogus bank-notea. 

QvBERaMAB. a regular professional counterfeiter. 

QuiETva, death; rrpose; rest; final acquittance. 

RtBO, a band of '* speculators: " or a criminal clique 

RiOHT BOWKB, the second-best card in emckre; next to tite white ** joker." 

RoPiBO-iB, bringing about a ''deal/* between **lnfornien'* and criminals. 

Hoped ib, a criminal who is ** hoisted by his own petard.*' 

Boooh cfnrroMEB, an unmanageable or pugnacious prisoner. 

BoTAL BOAD, the Sup p osed •amtM direct highway to su< 



vm. GLOSSARY. 

Run his bio, reached the end of his game, or course. 

Rum ixto the oboumd, overdone; carried to useless extremity. 

Ruffles, handcuffs, used upon prisoners by Detectives. 

Ruse, artifice, or stratagem ; a shrewd counter-plot. 

Rum *un, a good one; a queer fellow; a jolly boy. 

Sawdust swuidle, a fraudulent game, described on page 404. 

Seeing the elephant, up to the latest dodge ; knowing; not '* green." 

Six-SHOOTEB. one of Colt's pistols. A six-cartridgo-rcvolver. 

Shadowed, followed stealthily ; dogged by a Detective. 

Settle one's hash, to finish a man; close bis business; used up. 

Smell a mice, to suspect a design covered up plausibly. 

Sham Abraham, to play ill ; to pretend to be sick. 

Snifter, a full glass of toddy, or whiskey. 

Shove, to push off, or pass counterfeit money publicly. 

Shake, out to ** shake down; ** to extort money from individuals. 

Sold him out, handing over a pal to the authorities. 

Sound, "square;" honorable; trustworthy. *' One of us.*' 

Spotted, flighted and watched ; under surveillance. 

Sporting man, one of the fancy, racing, or gambling fraternities. 

Spring the trap, to finish up the contemplated arrest of any one. 

Squeal, to turn on an accomplice; to inform, or "peach" on a pal. 

Stiff o' bingo, a glass of liquor; a full allowance. 

Strike a lead, to make a discovery pointing to good results. 

Stock, counterfeit notes, bonds, bank bills, or scrip. 

Stuff, the term used among counterfeiters for ftogus money. 

Stall, a blind; a decoy. "To stall," is to act a false part. 

Straw bail, worthless, irresponsible, trumped-up sureties. 

Stool-pigeon, one who is made use of as a guy, or dummy. 

Sub R06A, "under the rose." Secretly; confidentially. 

Suited *'to a iioli-:," pleased to a nicety. Just what one wanted. 

Spo:«dulics, cash; "putty;" "rhino;" ** nails;" ready chink, etc. 

Turned ur, abandoned ; or turned over to the authorities. 

Toes up, gone under; dead; laid out; jffnit. 

Throw up the sponge, to yield; submit; give over contending. 

Tumbled to the job, one partially " roped in," who flees horn his new paU 

Up in a balloon, gone hopelessly into thin air ! A fiasco. 

Up to snuff, smart; posted; not easily caught, or cheated. 

Ultimatum, a final and unalterable proposition. 

Up the spout, at the pawn-broker's; commonly meaning *'gone up." 

Went through him, searched him thoroughly — or similarly robbed him. 

Worked, an undertaking, or *'job" manocvured by Detectives. 

WoKKEi> BACK, finding stolen property, and "going" for the reward. 

White-eye, New England rum; Indian "fire-water." 

Working up, following up a suspected person, or criminal job. 

Weak-knkbd, ou timber-toed; scar}*; cowardly; easily alarmed. 

WooDEV surtout, a coffin; its nails are termed the " buttons." 
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THBEE UNITED STATES DETECTIVES, 



mS01]lSEJ> FOR AN EXPEDITION. 



PREFACE. 



'^UiMF. Oiti-MtNl l)fn<>:ttt] llio carb of outuranl apparout virtiio, Btalks 
»'"**a^i WTi^liKhin^Iy at ii(M»n*ilay, in the midst of »oci«»ty, or riots under 
^■'^- T i.f 4!jrkni*><. in ii«« M'crHly uiiarded liaunts of intaniy. No comnm- 
t-' - > 1:.-,. ir..m it-, t.xntaniinatiun, iu ;t j^n-alor or I<'<s div^fcr; and, in pro- 
i''*;ri.v < ••tiiniuniti*'^ onlan;4? in nnuilKTs, so within thrir borders are 
*—'' U-Liu,mi tor thi* ci»inniisMon of criino enhanced in its various phase?, 
** *■■■! .1- ill rni»rnii!y. 

'*">.iur >hud<- or kind^ of rrime ilnuri.Hh, and die out, in ditfiTent lo- 
<'i.t:..-.. ^j„\ (Mre:uIIy t* »lhit(*d hiaii-^licH >h(»w that om* phast* may pn»<i»er 
~^' r il- .Mile, ,.f yearn — in a particular ♦•ectitm of country, undt-r piven 
'■'^' im-rai.rf*, while another sjK'cirs of crime may succeed, lor t ho time 
"■'»-. ill an'>(h<^r quarttT. MuidiT, huri^iary, roblj^'ry. counterfeiting, 
'-•''•-. I ran-m. '^irn'liii::. defaulting — all have thrir iM'ri«Ml and temi>orary 
^•'alj-v. fn-m tiin^^t^ tini<>. ;l< th«' Vi-ar-* rull round — while the criminal 
*»Si*nd.-r-. |..r a it-rni. o» unwhipi of jjMirc. 

^iflnr. il.i* pa-il firw years, throu'^h the >killfnl and well-dinx*te<l offortn 
*^ll»*''-ui ;ai» M'ii'«-t« d by tin* I'nittMl SiafrV auliiui'iiie^ a-« tin* ioNtrumeui.^ 
^■' *\r*: I .rt!i !■» th«' li-'ht ihf rnimin.: iMTpi'trafiH-! of many of the crimen 
■'•Hit* ! ;,, — tij.. numhr>r of a<^c<»mpli«*ht'i1 lir-*!-*!;.-"* rn rn*'" and i»|»<*rators 
**'*r> in till- ri.unir> ha-* Imnmi \rry eon-^i'leraMy diiiiiiti-hcd ; and more 
*^P^.A... ji 1^ till- df'iralile fe<.ult Im-i-u eiirctrd. wiiliin a com|iiirativriy 
'*^-* :•:> -d. thank" to thr im^Miuily. the pnidi'n« «■. flir nmraue. ami the 
*-*■{ l!..- f..nr attai-hc'l titthi* I'MIKD Statls Siutii t Si:!;VK-i: Imv'n. 
•^"''•!ij Th«' pfoniint-itl \iliain<4who have fur year- pn y«-d ujMtn the pnb- 

*''• ..till*' \V«^t and Snirh-Wfot, more *<i'^nall\.) and who have I n c.ip* 

*"'** 1, c»'ii\i,:!iil. auil rontiuftl in our iMMiili'ntiarir<>, ihr.iu^h tin- |N>r«<t>u->ii 
'- •■• «if Oh* I'. S. l)«'tci*iive f»»re««. an* manv of tin- « liii-trit it' tlii" ra'.i* 
**''' "! '.rni»r», wlio havi* p:i*«MMl thrir liv<*-. from b<»\lii»«id. in the iiitamoiix 
"i .ri->» f,f rtntnterftitin'j, ur in ihi* Wi»rkol' cirenlarin; roiuitfrli-it nioin-y. 
^ '•* II,.- niiftt p.irt, thert'fiin*. fli** pa'^*'* wliii-h t»llo\v will In* toiintl t<i hi* 

vv..t.,j .,, .J iij.inry i,t" il ansM" of n iie 1 fulMKUi iiirui- i:i Aun:iea, 

■li'bin* In—u hritUL'ht to i^riif, an 1 whi h.i\«lMfii ri;:liti'ou^ly «li-)h»-i'*l i.f 
"^l^UriAO ln'iii;:, u|ion eon\i«.'tion — whi'ifhy thi' ci»mmunitii'« fhcy ha\e 
uUifnu If.n:; fnTM'CUtrd. havf ihiii bii-n ri'lie\ed of the eur-o ni lUvit 
*^ii |cvut:i-. auU balrful iuUuenct. 



X. PREFACE. 

The object of this volume of ** Memoirs," is chiefly to lay bare to the 
view of the masses the infamous yet ingenious modus operandi of thft 
skillful counterfeiters in this country ; and, through the medium of its 
pages, to inform the people regarding the subtle shifts and cunning devices i 
to which this dangerous IVatemity resort, in prosecuting the varied nm- 
ificatlons of their nefarious operations. 

The desire is to warn and place upon their guard the community at large, 
who, in every sphere of business life — from that of the humblest laborer 
or mechanic upon whom, through the shrewd machinations of this vil- 
lainous tribe, base imitations of the National Currency are so frequenUy 
imposed — to the banlcer, the merchant, or the millionaire, who receives his 
tens of thousands in the public securities ; among which are so often dii* 
covered the worthless Notes or Bonds handled and accumulated, or laid 
away in good faith as to their genuineness. The country has been flooded 
with these counterleits, notwithstanding the vigilant efforts of the Treas- 
ury Department, imder whose efficient and able administration so much 
has been accomplished, in the way of putting forth the most exquisitely 
engraved and artistically executed notes and bonds that have been pro* 
duced in the world. 

To aid in instructing the people regarding the wily arts of these base 
imitators, and to show up some of the worst of these wicked criminals 
— so far as the limits of a single volume of veritable record is adequate to 
effect it, in this direction — has been the aim in the preparation of these 
pages ; in the performance of which undertaking, the author has had no 
occasion to ''draw upon imagination" for the contents of this woriL 
Truth ia stranger than fiction, indeed ! The thrilling narrative which fol- 
low, are but faithful transcripts of the official accounts set down at length 
in the records of the Secret Service Department; and the names, the dates, 
and the facts set forth are real — in all their romantic, astounding, and pe- 
culiarly interesting details. 

The almost incredible histories herein embodied, it is admitted would 
present a palpable odor of the sensational plot of extravagant romance, 
but for the proof of their actuality, borne out by the official record. And 
it is confidently assumed, of the selections made from the mass of cases that 
have been successfully worked up by the officers of the Department firom 
which these accounts have been carefully compiled, that no criminal record 
ever furnished such remarkable instances ; while it is equally certain, ex- 
traordinary as iJieae tales appear, that *' the half has not been told," nor 
could ail the particulars be crowded into many volumes. 

The successful Counterfeiter, though a Pariah in principle, brings to the 
execution of his task rare mechanical skill, and first-class artistic tal- 
ent So well versed in Judging of its character are the majority of money- 
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the United States at the present day, that the indifferent or 
engraTing of a bank-note quickly condemns it. under the eye 
-ienced bank official, the broker, or the merchant. And, al- 
ly pocrly executed counterfeits of the National Currency are 
ipon the unwary or inexperienced, yet it is the good imitations 
i, advantageously, to the extensive originators and distributors 
ies. 

e criminals whose careers are set forth In this work, it will be 
it some of them have for year>« moved in good biusiness circlesi, 
for a long period under surveillance, have strangely eluded con- 
the instance of Miner, recently arrested and arraigned in New 
le trial of the first often indictments found by the Grand Jury, 
in a technical verdict of ** not guilty." The report of the 
>ducc(l by the Government, however, against this notorious 
L« accurately given in this work— from wliich the unbia<ied 
Judge of the merits of the extraordinary result in this trial! 
»killo<l mechanical exptrU mentioned hereafter, the case of 
w Peter McCartney may be cited, wl)o is notably one of the best 
i thb count r>% and who earned the unenviable sobriquet of 
le Comiterfeiters," years since, in the West This individual 
alarmed the author, a few months since, that the now well- 
5. $5 "greenback"* wliich has readily deceived hundreds of 
, and thousands of which have been circulated, all over the 
enTravcfl by his hand», unaided, and completed in thirteen 
le hour he sat down to jiroduce this dangerous and admirably 
mnterfeit bank note. Verify the application of such talents 
limbed skill were worthy of U^lng devoted to a better cause! 
■nity of Counterfeiter*, until within a few years, have contrived 
keep the secrets of their traffic and evil practices so well, that 
le utmost difficulty, and after long pursuit of the objc>ct, have 
in thin iniquitous work been either surprise*! or betraytnl. Dut 
i v{^ilaui*o '* and continuous watchlulness which have charac- 
i>hivwd conduct of the Secret Service Department, in latter 
-<eminontly under the eflci*tive management of its present able 
II. i\ WuiTLEY, and his accomplished leading Deputies— have 
unoarthetl and brought to Justice many of the most notorious 
rn»;a^ed in this business, that ever curscil any civiliz'Hl country 
at tb«* \eritable and authoritative narratives to be found in this 
r atte^L 
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The publication of the details of these exciting and curioos instances of 
crime has been feebly objected to, as possibly tending to open the eyes, and 
offer warning to undetected rogues still at large ; and it has been sug- 
gested that there be those who may profit in iniquity through the means 
of such an exposS of the tricks of their fotd profession, as this work, in 
various ways, contains. 

In answer to this hint, it is sufScient to assert that the skillful expert in 
crime rarely, if ever, attempts the accomplishment of his discovered designs 
for evil a second time in the same mannery or through similar means. And 
it is equally true that the skilled Detective or official expert who pursues 
the oflender, never adopts the same mode to hunt down different objects of 
his game. If he be competent to the fulfillment of his appointed duty, his 
fertile brain and the continually enlarging and varying experience in his 
profession prompts him to devise new modes of pursuit, fresh plans to 
compass his end, original ways and schemes to bring about the object he 
seeks, and novel plans for the capture of criminals. The circuuLstauces at- 
tending the commission of each separate instance of crime are so widely at 
variance, in all their bearings, that what might apply advantageously to 
one case, would prove utterly futile towards success in another. So, the 
exposure made of past acts of condemned criminals, and the manner in 
which they may have been successfully hunted down and disposed of, as 
in the instances we have quoted, or the modes adopted in the past to entrap 
or secure them — will hardly be applied to future cases that may occor. 

The writer is enabled to place before the public the thrilling, romantic 
and curious narrations in this work through the courtesy of the United 
States autlu^ritics, who have kindly accorded him access to the official 
records. The perusal of these pages, by all classes of the community, it is 
believed cannot but result in benefit to the people of this country, and 
afford them valuable information upon the interesting subject thus intro- 
duced to their notice, which in no other veritable way can be communi- 
cated ; inasmuch as each and ever>' sketch herein contained, is a tnithftil 
and im varnished tale /rom real life — in our very midst. 

That good will result from the recital of these startling but actual in- 
tstances of the refinement of crime, in our community — that the infor- 
mation embodied in these singular narratives will serve to put the people 
upon their guard against the dangerous j^ractices of the cunning counter- 
feiter and forger — and that all who read these accounts of the daring, 
subtle, stealthy deeds of these vultures and rogues, will rise from perusing 
these "Memoirs " better prepared to contend against the evil of the dan- 
gerous phase of crime expo^-ed in this volume — is the earnest hope of tlie 
authorities who sanction the publication of these notable cases, and the 
sincere belief of The Author. 




A BRIEF ACCOUNT OF THE LIFE OF 
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or TBS U. B. 8BC8BT 8KBVICE DITISIOH. 



Ab m fiiiuiKiDtrodoctioD to the *' Memoirs" which form the 
cooteots of the present volume, it is deemed appro- 
priate to devote the first few pa^es to some account of the 
eT«itful mud fortunately successful career of the official who 
at the head of the Department of the Secbet Sgr- 
aod whose peculiar fitness for the responsible position 
be oocopies is assured l>cyond cavil, from the accompiish- 
wutui of the tangible results that have accrued, during his 
administrmtion of the delicate and important duties entrusted 
to Ilia hands by the United States Government. 

The increase of crime among us as this country has 
f^rowo in age, has involved the necessity of instituting new, 
and of enlarging the province of our older police systems ; 
witli a view to protecting society from the sinister or ma- 
liciooa deaigns of the unprincipled and reckless — who ^x^ow 
with the growth and strengthen with tlie strength of all 
aatioua. 

The prime object of this Division is to prevent the coin- 
■iasioo of crime, to hunt out its perpetrators, and to brin^ 
to jutace discovered offenders against wholesome law. To 



14 COL. H. C. WHITLEY. 

carry out this laudable purpose more eflFectually than had 
eveutuated under the old system of local or state police 
organizations, it was a few years since deemed advisable 
that our National Government should inaugurate an elabo- 
rate plan of detection — similar to that supported advan- 
tageously in European countries ; as tending to sound public 
economy, and aflfording the requisite means materially to 
aid all minor police bodies in restraining crime, and in 
bringing to light the horde of lawless offenders, who were 
battening upon the community. 

While the duties of Chief of such an organization are 
most onerous and arduous, the merely physical requirementa 
of his position are of but minor consideration in compari- 
son to the requisite qualities of head and mind and hearts 
which he should possess, in order to carry out, judiciously 
and appropriately, the objects aimed at through the opef^^ 
tions of the work he is appointed to superintend. 

In selecting a chief for an institution thus contemplated* 
the Government would naturally seek for an individual pa^^ 
sessing rare qualifications — in more respects than one; au^ 
" the right man in the right place," would hardly be foun^^ 
on brief notice, to assume this Tesponsible position, the conO^ 
plicated and burthensome duties of which can scarcely b^ 
over-estimated. 

The incuml)ent of this important place becomes at once^ 
from the nature of his official position, "a shining mark'^ 
for covert assault. The shafts of envy, of malice, of compete 
itive ambition, all are levelled at his head — by outsiders* 
criminals, or aspirants, who are eternally upon his track to 
displace, malign and crush him. His couch is far from being 
a bed of roses, indeed ! 

It matters little, in respect of the fierce opposition which 
inevitably pursues him, how able may be his administration 
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of tlie duties of this peculiar office, how upright his motives 
of action, or how efficacious may l>e his course of manage- 
ment. Be he ^'chaste as ice or pui^e as snow, he cannot 
cacape calumny, " and that, too, persistently. 

Tlie more zealous or successful he may prove in suppress- 
ing crime and capturing criminals, the more formidable are 
WiA assailants, the more numerous his enemies, 'among the 
Uwless — and the more earnest and determined become his 
•eliHiiterested revilers and competitors. But, if he possesses 
the attributes of true moral courage, and is competent, in 
Uleut, habit, and rectitude — as such officer surely should 
be— to pursue the even tenor of his way in the path of right, 
I he does not fail to secure the confidence of his government. 
I And, while loyally and firmly discharging his arduous round 
rf daty to that acceptance, he enjoys its support to a degree 
dimply serves to protect and sustain him, without concern 
'^^l^iiig the stealthy attacks of villifiers — despite all at- 
^coifiUof tlie vengeful, the envious, or the ambitious — amidst 
^ busy, irksome experience of his responsible calling. 

Experience has verified — even in this country, already — 
^it was not an easy task at first to obtain the services 
^the person best fitted for this honorable and important 
P^and it can only be fairly determined that a subsequent 
''>'t,in this direction, has proved successful, from the re- 
^ tbns far attained under the management of the present 
^^ of tliifl Division, whose hiHtory we now proceed briefly 
toiketch. 

Some twenty-two years ago, a rugged Imt not stoutly 
hrilt boy, tlien fourteen years of age, found himself without 
permanent occupation, away in the state of Ohio, upon what 
i« well known as the great ** Western Reserve." He 
vu in high health, and had enjoyed the advantages of a 
bit common-school education — his parents having cared 
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for liim in this respect, especially ; but they were not 
possessed of over-abundant means, and at an early period 
of life, the son chose to strike out for himself, and sought 
his support through his own personal exertions, rather 
than to become burthensome upon his friends. 

This lad was born in Maine. Coming of Scotch descent, 
remotely, he embodied in his physique the hardiness of 
that notably rugged race as well as, mentally, tho shrewd 
characteristics of his early progenitors. At the. town of 
Kirtland, Ohio, however, he obtained his schooling, which 
proved equal to that of the average of youngsters in his 
sphere of life, as to ordinary acquirements. 

As a boy, he shared with his mates the inclination to 
common roguishness, and like others, was fond of the lively 
tricks and wholesome fun then current among lads of his 
years. But he had been studiously instructed by his atten- 
tive parents to value the principles of rectitude and straight- 
forward honesty, in his conduct, and he profited by this 
timely advice of his family. From the outset of his career 
in life, ho despised wrong, as he steadily avoided evil-doing; 
and entertained a healthy horror of crime — in all its forms 
or details, from his childhood. 

Ho was ambitious to excel his companions in study as well 
as in performance. He was athletic in physical strength, 
notwithstanding his apparently spare form and light build, 
yet he managed to keep in advance of his compeers, at 
school, and in all the rude sports and petty trials of 
strength he encountered in those days of his youth, he did 
not fall behind his associates in prowess, daring, or the 
accomplishment of his aimed-at purpose. 

Ho had worked among the western farmers in his neigh- 
borhood from time to time, at three dollars a month — in 
tliose early days — and he thought of bettering his prospects, 
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upon opportanity. When he had just passed fourteen, there 
came into Eirtland one fine spring day, a stranger who 
accosted bim in tlie road. He was out of school, at recess 
hour, at the moment, and had concealed his shoes between 
two stones, nearby ; preferring — like other lads about — 
to mn barefooted, whenever he could. 

** What is your name, boy ? " asked the stranger. 

** Hiram C. Whitley," responded the lad. 

** What are you doing ? " 

** Nothing. Attending school, only." 

** Would you like employment ? " 

** Yes," said the boy, quickly. 

^ Come with me, then." 

** Where ? " inquired young Whitley. 

** Tm a drover," said the man. *^ Assist me to get these 
cattle through the town ; and if you like, you may go with 
me« furtlier." 

Witliout stopping to secure his hidden shoes, even, the lad 
accepted the strange drover's offer, and left Eirtland, his 
frietids and companions behind him at once, and started out 
to seek his future fortune, in excellent spirits. 

Tlic enterprise he thus embarked in took him directly 
across the Alleghany Mountains on foot, in company with 
the drover, to Chester County, Pennsylvania. Here he re- 
ceived sixteen dollars for his services. Tliey wore six weeks 
on tlie journey, — and he subsequently crossed those moun- 
tains, to and fro, seven times in a similar way. After his 
first trip, he returned to Ohio in eight days on foot, and 
expended one dollar and a half, only, upon his back trip, 
the people declining to take pay from him on account of his 
youth. He continued hard at work, being naturally indus- 
triously disposed. In those weary journics, they travelled 
six or seven hundred miles at a time — oflen seventy to 
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eighty miles in twenty four hours — on foot, always. But 
this style of exercise and almost continual out-of-doors habit, 
served to harden him in flesh and muscle, until four 
years of such physical experience rendered the boy a sturdy 
young man, who could endure fatigue and rough usage with- 
out faltering or complaint. He loved the fresh mountain 
air, his health improved, and he toiled and went and came 
until he was eighteen, when he crossed the Alleghanies on 
foot for the last time. 

He soon afterward left the West for Massachusetts, where 
he had relatives ; and settled temporarily in the town of 
Canton, busying himself again for a few months with farm- 
ing. Thence he tried his hand at sea and having made a 
few successful fishing voyages from Gloucester to the Banks 
and the Bay of St. Lawrence, he returned to Boston, tiot 
vastly improved in purse, at last. He had travelled con- 
siderably, and his money had melted away. He essayed 
the business of house-painting, for a time — but disliked the 
work, and relinquished this for the opportunity which oflfered 
to engage in one or another enterprise, which afforded him, 
in the end, neither satisfaction or pecuniary emoluments, 
to any extent, and when twenty-three years' old, he left 
New England for Kansas. This in 1857. 

At this period, in that new Territory, the experience of 
our subject was an almost continuous series of enterprises 
and expeditions involving hazards most dangerous, and fa- 
tigue as well as perils that would have daunted and driven 
back a less determined man. He had not yet had tho 
training that was needed for one to cope with the prejudices 
of the people he found there ; and one of the first errors 
he committed upon reaching that then far-away but " liberty- 
loving soil," was to become involved in aiding and abetting 
the Missouri authorities in returning to the custody of their 
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mftflters, (nnder the requirements of the old Fugitive Slave 
LawO some runaway negroes he discovered escaping from 
the South, and who were then being run into Iowa by the 
aoti-stavery people, under the lead of John Brown, and his 
friends. 

Bat the Fugitive Slave Law disgraced the American 
8tmtote-bouk, and ho honestly then believed that he was 
following the right in lending his assistance to the Oovem- 
ment in returning to bondage, agreeably with the provisions 
of tliat obnoxious law, those who were fleeing from servi- 
tode. In this belief he was wrong ; but he did not think 
00 : and for once he lent his aid to the authorities on that 
occasion, and labored to arrest and send back to their 
owners certain fugitives he encountered, or followed up — 
thereby causing himself serious trouble, and drawing down 
upon his head the odium which inevitably attached to this 
mistaken course^-a course he has since regretted, but which 
be at that time deemed rightful and proper, unfortunately. 
After returning from a trip to the Rocky Mountains in 1859, 
he took sick in Kansas, and lefl that State, proceeding to 
New Orleans, where he went into the hotel business, and 
continued in that, with indifferent success, for a time, when 
he turned his attention to trading, upon the Mississippi and 
Bed Rivers; in which latter occupation the rebellion found 
him, upon its first breaking out. 

He was not a politician, nor had he ever identified him- 
self, in any way or manner, with Southern interests, save in 
the single particular above noted. And in this, he simply 
aided in what thousands of others contended for (at that 
period) to wit: the maintenance of the law. Tliis.law was 
a Mot upon tlie American statute-book. But it was there^ 
for a time, and he, like many other well-meaning but mis- 
guided men, bdieved in the supremacy of tlie hiw, and 
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favored its execution, while it existed. But, when the South 
turned its hand openly against the Gk)vcrnment, and put in 
peril the life of the nation, he was among the first to see 
how this terribly threatening result had been brought about ; 
and none saw more quickly or more clearly than he did, 
what influence this accursed Fugitive Slave Law had exerted, 
directly and indirectly, in producing the frightful outbreak 
that ensued ! 

The opening of the rebellion found him trading upon Red 
River, in the boats that plied from point to point, and to or 
from New Orleans. He was well known along the River, 
and the business he was then pursuing aided him essential- 
ly in the plans he at once adopted, both to avoid being 
forced into the Confederate Service and to afford him oppor- 
tunity to aid the Union side, afterwards. He was never in 
any way connected with the rebel interests, nor did his pre- 
vious education, his habits, his desires, or his intentions ever 
incline him to favor that side, from first to last. On the 
contrary, at the very outset, he espoused the Union cause ; 
and, from the beginning, all his conduct has been approved 
by the U. S. authorities, and commended by those who have 
directed his movemetits while he has been in the military 
or civil service of the United States. 

Wlien New Orleans was captured by the Union authori- 
ties, and General Butler occupied it, our subject was at 
Shrevesport, on Red River, pursuing his trading avocations 
in the steamers, as above alluded to. Upon hearing of this 
fact, he at once determined upon reaching the Crescent City 
at the earliest moment, intending to offer his services to the 
Government in such capacity as might prove acceptable. 
The Confederate " Committee of Safety " had then just been 
formed, and it was a difficult matter for any one to move 
about, in the rebel country, without passes, or credentials as tc 
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their character. The rebel authorities had seized the steamer 
** Starlight," then on the Bed River. He contrived to se- 
cure this steatner^s yawl-boat, and in that frail bark, with 
two friendly nej^roes to assist in the desperate enterprise, he 
proceeded 700 miles down Red River and the Mississippi, to ' 
New Orleans — where he first saw the U. S. ^n-boats, 
thereabouts, lying at anchor in the stream. 

He had no faith in the rebel cause, and he took care to 
rid himself of Confederate money. He took his funds in 
^Id and U. S. scrip, succeeded in reaching New Orleans 
ill safety — and immediately re[>orted to Maj. 6cn. Butler, 
then commanding the Department of the Gulf, who referred 
him to the Provost Marshal for LouiHiana, Col. Jonas H. 
French, of Mass. ; who shortly placed the new-comer upon 
active duty in connection with his department. 

The suggestion was made by Whitley that the '* New 
Falls City,** a steamer lying a mile below Alexandria (on the 
Bed River,) might possibly lie ca^itured from the rebels. 
Thi:< l>oat was a good one, and tlie attempt was entered 
opon, he having proceeded clandestinely to Alexandria for 
this |)iir|MM(e. Whitley found the undertaking hazardous, and 
eoold have Kucceeded in it, but for the fact which he learned, 
at length, that lie could procure no engineer to take charge 
of tlie steamer, after cutting her out ; and so this scheme 
vms abandoned. Gov. Moore, of Louisiana, had meantime 
tuMMxl orders forbidding all |)ersons from crossing the River. 
A Committee on pass|K>rts was instituted. The utniogt 
watchfulness was exerted over the movements of every one, 
and Cftpecially towards any who were 8U8|)ected of bearing in 
their veins any loyal Union blood. Thus it wsh found ex- 
ceedingly difficult to pass amongHt the rebellious belligerents 
QDChallenged, if a man even secretly entertained any but the 
radical ^* sccesh '* opinions and designs. 
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Mr. Whitley applied to a friendly grocer for the purchase 
of a bill of stores, with which he proposed to cross Red 
River and the country 30 or 40 miles beyond, to Little 
River. The stream was heavily flooded. Incessant rains 
for days together had swollen the waters to a fearful extent, 
and the crossing of the country was then a difficult task. 
It was concluded to take the goods^around by Black River 
(which runs from the Red to Little River.) But the grocer 
had sold the goods well, and he was desirous to sell more, 
and he came to Whitley's aid. 

" I am a member of the Committee on passports," he 
said, " and you shall not be detained for lack of a pass." 

Whitley bought a skiflF, found two negroes to row him to 
Black River, showed his pass, gave the sentries tobacco, at 
diflferent points, and finally encountered an old gent, who 
was in authority as commander of a body of rebels, who 
actually proposed to make him his Lieutenant. This ar- 
rangement he nominally accepted, and was furnished with 
the necessary credentials to pass on along the rebel lines — 
wherever he chose to move. Whitley was to raise men for 
this command upon Little River, but proceeded forward 
quietly (towards the Union lines, which he hoped and aimed 
to reach,) until he was out of range and out of sight, by 
means of his ru%e ; when he put for New Orleans, at his best 
convenient pace, forgetting to return to Red River again, to 
report progress to his self-constituted superior officer, there ; 
he on the contrary getting back to the Union lines again^ 
in safety, and reporting in person to the Provost Marslial, 
to whom he duly recited various hints he had learned during 
his brief absence in the rebel camp and country. From this 
time, he went regularly into the employ of the Marshal, as 
special Detective, in the Union service — to which cause he 
had always been unfalteringly attached, from principle, as 
well as education. 
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ofig the most efficient aids the U. S. governraent had 
misiana, for the capture of the " Tliugs," and the 
m corrupt old "ring," at New Orleans, was found in the 
a of Mr. Whitley. He was kept continuously on active 
there, and constantly making important captures of 
18, and seizures of property of rebel offenders, under 
eoeral direction of tlie Pix)vost Marshal of the Gulf 
-tment. 

this period. Col. Jonas H. French, of Boston, who had 
ipanicd the command of General Butler from Massa- 
tts to New Orleans, held the office of Marshal; and 
^h his able administration of the duties of this highly 
-tant |)ost, the business had become admirably sys- 
ized, and was being operated to rare advantage, as 
Ls with excellent discrimination, in all its details. The 
ntment of this gentleman to that office proved a stroke 
Lcelleut good policy, and he acquitted himself in the 
irge of its manifold and complicated duties, to such 
rsal acceptance, that he won the highest credit while 
ying the position, and fully verified the good opinion 
le Commanding General, for his tact and skill in 
ging this difficult branch of the internal police of the 
rtment there. But the Marshal sought new men and 
assistants, constantly, and Mr. Whitley came to him 
r circumstances that struck him at once as promising 
ional advantages and aid in his office. He ap|>ointed 
ley, and placed him on duty, directly, upon learning 
revious history ; and the new man proved all that he 
looked for, suhRcquently. In that |)osition he was 
ently successful, and at once took a leading |)Osition as 
xomplishcd Detective, in the Police Service, of which 
French was also Chief, in Liouisiana. 
e State Prison at Baton Bouge had been destroyed by 
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the fire of the contending armies, and moat of the dangerous 
prisoners in that institution had thus been set at libertj; 
amonp; whom were several convicted murderers, burglars, 
and other notoriously desperate chamcters, previously sen- 
tenced for years, or for life, for their crimes. 

Prominent amongst these suddenly released wretches, was 
one Pedro Capdeville, a Mexican outlaw and consummate 
rascal, one of the roughest and most reckless land-pii*ates 
ever known in the Southern country. He had been incarcer- 
ated under a life-sentence, and was a powerful, inhuman, 
graceless scoundrel, whom everybody feared, and none 
cared to encounter, in a conflict. This man was innately 
bad. He was captured, and put into the chain-gang, after 
getting out of prison, but soon escaped. He then assaulted 
a citizen of New Orleans, robbed him of $600, and left his 
victim for dead, upon the pavement where he rutlilessly 
struck him down. The man recovered, however, and orders 
came from Col. French to pursue and capture Capdeville 
once more, at all hazards. 

Whitley was first on this stalwart and merciless raiir> 
dercr's track. Other oflSccrs had failed to hunt him down, 
and were really disinclined to tackle him. But the Marshal 
gave Whitley his instructions, and he went for the brute ; 
resolved upon taking him — alive or dead — in obedience to 
superior orders. Whitley soon tracked Capdeville to the 
place where he occasionally lunched, and entered the 
restaurant one day, where he discovered him. He did not 
know the villain clearly, but contrived to make out his 
identity shortly, and calling for refreshments, watched 
him a few minutes, and calculated his chances in this enter- 
prise. 

He saw at a glance that the escaped murderer ws^s a 
powerfully built man, and felt convinced in advance tliat he 
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woqM prove an u^j adversary to cope with. But his 
natural firmness in purpose, liis own self-reliant good courage, 
and his indomitable will, in all such emergencies — served 
him well upon this desperate occasion, as it had done be- 
fore, and has often done since. His man was before liim. 
He was bound to secure him. It was next to impossible to 
get asHistance, at tliis moment, in this undertaking, from 
among the men at hand — all of wliom knew and feared the 
conTict fugitive. His associate, at tliis moment, was a thief 
whom Wliitlej knew. He spoke to this man, and told him 
qaietlf he was after Capdeville, and that he had better 
move oflf. He then approached Capdeville, told him he 
wanted somebody else, whom he thought he, at first sight, 
resembled, and requested G. to accompany him to the 
Station, to give such information as he could, regarding the 
other suspected party. But G. declined to go, of course. 
Whitley then closing upon him, frankly told him he was an 
oflBoer, and called upon C. to surrender, when the rascal 
instantly drew his bowie-knife, lunged fiercely at W.^and 
sprang for him, with an oath and another furious knife-blow. 
Whitley drew his revolver and fired on the wretch, who 
whirled about, bolted out into the street, and fled. His 
pomer followed him vigorously, shot at him as ho flew, 
and ran him down, inflicting two shot-wounds upon his 
body. No one dared to interfere to stop him, as he went. 
Be was well known and thoroughly feared. Whitley sprung 
upon him^ bore him down, secured him, and then with the 
aid of two street Policemen, ironed and took him away. 
His two wounds were deemed fatal, and Whitley had him 
•ent to the Hospital, where he lived twenty-four hours, only 
•— after this, his last dctt|)erate struggle. Ho was credited 
witli the murder of ten difierent men, whom ho had fought 
mod vanquished ; but he met his deserved fate at last, at the 
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hands of Wliitley, who proved an over-match even for tliis 
stout-limbed reckless fiend, and who had been thus beaten, at 
length, and finally disposed of, to the great satisfaction of 
the citizens of New Orleans and vicinity. 

Mr. Whitley was duly appointed by Gov. Shepley, (mili- 
tary governor of Louisiana) to the post of Major of the 
Seventh Regiment of Louisiana Volunteers. Tliis command 
was composed of Creoles and rich colored men of New 
Orleans, who were among the wealthy and respectable citi- 
zens there — and were all good men, of character and posi- 
tion in society. 

In the capacity of Major, he continued up to the close 
of the rebellion, and during his term of service he started 
to recruit another regiment of Union Volunteers, (the 13th 
U. S. Colored Infantry) of which, almost entirely through 
his personal exertions, four companies of this regiment were 
raised. The Major was then re-commissioned by Gen. Banks 
(in '63) and was with the Baldy Smith Commission till the 
close of its duties. The four companies mentioned were 
subsequently consolidated with other regiments, and Major 
Whitley then left the U.* S. recruiting sdwice. 

During Gen. Banks' administration of the "Ck^ Depart- 
ment, the guerrillas outside of the picket lines^bocame 
exceedingly troublesome, and officers or orderlies on dutjv 
alone, were not infrequently killed by these pests, who se- 
creted themselves in ambush, around New Orleans. Some 
of them robbed a plantation down the coast, between 
Baton Bouge and the city, and during the raid actually stole 
some personal property belonging to Major Whitley, himself. 
And one day he went in search of the midnight marauders. 
At three o'clock A. M., he started out, at the head of four- 
teen Illinois Cavalrymen, and soon struck the tracks of these 
rebs — just back of Baton Bouge. 
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Ho rode up to a house, dincovered an escaping rebel, and 
ordered him to halt. He refused^ and was quickly dropped 
from his saddle. Then dividing liis little forces, they went 
in furtlier search of tlie offenders. At the head of seven 
men« just after daylight, as the sun rose and glinted its light 
upon their arms, he discovered and surprised seven of the 
guerrillas. They fired upon him and his men, iustantor, 
and they returned the assault sharply. The skirmish lasted 
for several minutes, but Major Whitley retired from the 
frmy with his men unhurt, after killing six of this base crew 
and capturing the seventh man, whom he took prisoner into 
Baton Rouge, where he was delivered over to military au- 
thority. These **• bush-whackers " were the roughest of hu- 
mmn creatures, ill-dressed, ill-fed, and unseemly in their ap- 
pemrmnce ; but they were universally well mounted, and were 
ansong tlie hardiest and most determined men in the rebel 
aenrice ; and were selected by their secesh commanders es- 
pecially for their reckless character and courageous disposi- 
tion. Bat the lesson taught these men, in this instance, had 
tbe effect of dispersing the other portions of this gang, 
around New Orleans. Tliey were beaten by equal numbers, 
and they left tli6 vicinity, after this occurence. 

MMJOi Whitley was highly successful during his New Orleans 
career. He had for several years previously been *^ roughing 
ity'* in one locality or another, and he brought with him, 
when be entered the Service of the Gulf Department, a goodly 
experience, which served him materially in the course of the 
discharge of his duties in the new position, there. Tlie 
Commanding General of the Department appreciated his 
aerricetf, and his immediate superior, Col. French, es- 
teemed him as foremost among his most valued lieutenants. 

During the progress of tlie Bed River Expedition, Migor 
Whitley was one day out u|)on duty with the cavalry, and 
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while tliey temporarily halted, he rode forward a mile or so, 
alone. Coming upon a little party inclined to trade horses, 
lie drew up to drive a bargain for his own rather used-up nag, 
and suddenly found himself surprised by two fierce guerillas, 
in the yard of the plantation where he stopped. He chanced 
to be roughly attired, and appeared like one of the prowling 
rebs who infested the neighborhood, or who hung upon the 
Union flanks, as scouts. The foremost of the new-comers 
upon the scene at once accosted him with — 'Miallo, stranger! 
What yer 'bout, yere ? " 

" Skulking from the Yanks," said Whitley — instantly 
taking in the situation he found himself in. "They're all 
round us, yere — thicker'n flies 'round a treacle bung-hole." 

" Who ar yer ? Whar yer from ? " asked the butternut, 
rudely. 

" Berwick's Bay," said the Major. 

Two more guerillas came up, at this juncture — from 
among Bailey Vincent's men ; and the latter queried and 
eyed the Major — who talked " secesli " glibly, and advised 
the rebels to be on their taps. Then he suggested that he 
and they should start oflF together, and dodge the Yanks, 
whose van guard would shortly approach, and " were too 
many for 'em." The proposed horse-trade was abandoned 
— the men mounted, and pushed away, and the Major quiet- 
ly watched his opportunity to bolt, and escape from their 
unwelcome comi)any ; leaving the scared rebs to wonder 
whither lie had gone, and how he had thus left them, sud- 
denly, to " go it, alone ! " 

The Department of the Gulf had been most admirably 
managed by Gren. Butler, and he made no enemies and en- 
countered no opposition to his administration of affairs 
there, save among the rebels of the South and their sympa- 
thizers in the North. When President Lincoln appointed 
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General Butler to that important post, he perrormed an act 
that the entire North approved and applauded. He was 
**tbe right man in the right place/' so everybody admitted — 
mod his conduct of affairs in that postion will ever remain a 
crowning triumph for him, among those who will take the 
tremble to learn what he did, how he did it, and what were 
tlie results of his course in New Orleans in the end. 

Wlien President Lincoln thought fit to relieve him, there, 
mnd change the Commander in the Gulf Department, al- 
tliougli he was preeminently honest in purpose and rarely 
committed grave errors in his administration of public 
mflili^^ yet we are constrained to believe that this change 
wms a mistake — and we do not doubt to-day, that Mr. 
Lincoln himself realized the truth of this, when its correc- 
tion could not consistently and appropriately be made — to the 
President's regret. 

The sound statesmanship of Gen. Banks, and his many 
cultivated qualifications are not to be questioned. But 
tliere was ** a fitness of things " involved in this important 
action of tite late lamented President ; and, though in all the 
public positions in which Gen. Banks had previously to this 
appointment been placed, he had acquitted himself with high 
credit, yet, in the instance now s[)oken of, there can be no 
doubt tliat Gen. Butler's policy in New Orleans had proven 
Mugularly successful ; and it would have been better for his 
fame as well as for that of his successor, had he been per- 
mitted to have remained at the head of the military Depart- 
tuent of the Gulf, where he had fmm the outset acquitted 
liimnelf so loyally and so creditably. 

And we make this allusion with a full knowledge and 
higli appreciation of the HU|>crior executive and adrainistni- 
tive qualities of Gen. Butler*s immediate Huccessor. I>ut 
dot position was an exception to general rule; nnd tliu 
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policy of Butler there was, in our humble judgment, the 
best that could apply to that entirely exceptional community. 
It was an absolute necessity that a change of public policy, 
at that time, should be avoided. And no man knew or 
could know, so well as (xen. Butler did, exactly what the 
exigencies of that critical period demanded. 

After the close of the war. Major Whitley went from Now 
Orleans to Boston. His health had been impaired, and he 
souglit rest and recuperation in the climate of New England 
once more. In Boston, he embarlccd in the brokerage 
business for a few months. But he found the *' sharks " 
engaged directly or indirectly in that calling were bent upon 
beating out of the field all " interlopers " or new comers in 
the trade. And he relinquislicd that business, atler less 
than a year's experience in it, leaving behind him a young 
man to wind up his aflFairs, appropriately, which required 
s(*me time to effect, justly to himself and those he had 
traded with. During this period, he acquired a knowledge of 
certain men and business " transactions," which afforded him 
a further insight into human character, whicl), in after years, 
proved valuable to him in the course of the duty he was about 
to be called upon to enter, once more, in the service of the 
U. S. Government. He was appointed a Lieut. Col. by Gen. 
Banks. 

He had acquired many warm new friends in Massachu- 
setts, and collecting the recommendations tendered him by 
old ones, he made application for the post of Detective 
Officer in the U. S. Revenue Department. Proceeding to 
Washington, he presented his credentials, but found some 
eight hundred applicants had got thci*e before him. Upon 
examination, Hon. E. A. Rollins, then Commissioner of 
Internal Revenue, selected Whitley as the man best ac- 
credited, and suited for the vacancy that was open. 

lie was duly npjwinted, and sent to Kansas^ where he had 
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hftd a busy experience jears before, where he had still many 
friends and numerous enemies, as he knew ; but his success 
in discoTering and breaking up the fraudulent *^ Whiskey 
ring ** there, and numerous illicit distilleries, also, was re- 
markable. While busily engaged in this duty, (Jen. Meade, 
(wlio commanded the U. S. Military Department in 
Georgia,) at Atlanta, telegraphed to Washington, (April 13, 
1868,) as follows : — 

^General Grant, Wa$hinffton. I desire to have sent me, 
witluNit delay, an experienced Detective, to aid in detecting 
tlie AAiibum murderers. He should report to me in person. 
Can auch a person be sent? (Signed) 

Geo. G. Meade, Maj. General. 

To this. Gen. Grant answered, " your request will be com- 
plied with.'* 

A second despatch from Gen. Meade was then sent to 
Gen- Grant — saying that "H. C. Whitley, now in Kansas, is 
very much wanted here, in connection with the Columbus 
murder." And again urging the sending of Col. Whitley 
to Georgia, forthwitli. 

This noted criminal case is well known, generally. Mr. 
G. W. Ashbum was a member of the Gcorfria State Con- 
atitotional Convention, and being an outs[>oken exponent of 
radical principles, fell a victim to the malice of a band of 
desperadoes (citizens of Columbus, Geo.,) where he tbc^i 
resided. Forty of these people, armed and in disKuiH<*, 
entered his domicil at midnight, and ruthlessly inurdntMl 
him; — having literally riddled his body with i)istol-balls. 
Tlie crime was so shockingly flaj^rant, tliat the U. S. Govorn- 
ment took the case in hand, directly. It was worketl up by 
Col. W., and the evidence of guilt was so completely fas- 
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tcned upon nine of the leading citizens of Columbus, that 
nothing but Legislative intervention (before the trial of the 
murderers was completed,) saved the guilty parties from 
conviction. The State Legislature voted to adopt the 14th 
Amendment to the U. S. Constitution, while the trial was in 
progress before a military commission — tlms taking the 
accused out of the hands of the military authorities. 

After some necessary delay in order to close up certain 
matters he was engaged upon in Kansas, Whitley went to 
Atlanta, worked up this notable case successfully, but under 
great difficulties, and thus added fresh laurels to his rapidly 
rising fame, as may be learned from the official report made 
of this very extraordinary and knotty case — which had pre- 
viously baffled all the attempts of his predecessors, in the 
unravelling. Officers of all kinds had tried to ferret out its 
intricacies, and for the most part had given up the pursuit, 
until they could have fresh aid. Col. Whitley so managed 
the investigation as to give entire satisfaction to Gen. Meade 
and the Government, and proved himself equal to a task 
that many others had relinquished as hopeless. 

Prom Georgia, he went to Illinois, to look after the illicit 
whiskey stills that were established there, at various 
points — many of which he broke up and turned over the 
offenders, in these cases, to the law. Thence he proceeded 
into Virginia, upon similar duty ; where the manufacturers 
had both neglected and refused to pay Internal Revenue 

duties. 

At this time. Commissioner Rollins appointed Col. Whit- 
ley Assistant Assessor, with full powers, to act in Virginia. 
Just below Lynchburg, illicit whiskey distilling was being 
carried on, largely — in the 6th District — and the business 
was so profitably prosecuted that any interference with their 
operations made hot work for the U. S. officers who at 
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templed to reform this abuse. With five chosen men, he 
went fortli into the Mountain District, and found the rivers 
ftwoUen to torrents. The residents said it would be fatal 
to attempt to cross the River. But the game they sought 
was upon the opposite side. Tlie officer and his men 
plunged into tlie angrjr waters, and swam their horses over, 
safely. Amid the war of the element^, during this storm 
niul freshet, the busy distillers were not looking for the 
arrival of the officials. But Whitley pursued his way 
auKiug them, surprised the offi3nder8, and in a few days 
litnick Uiirty-one large copper stills, in operation, captured 
and daitroyed tlie entire lot, and also thousands of gallons 
tif whiskey, arrested twelve or thirteen illicit manufacturer, 
and seized one large Tobacco factory, which was forfeited to 
Gtivcniment. lie sprang from his horse, upon occasion, 
and with his own hands cut and broke up the stills, when he 
found tliat neither white men or negroes would aid him, for 
fear of future consequences at the hands of the owners. 

In Virginia, his experience among this kind of gentry 
was indeed busy ! As he returned (during one of these 
official raids) to the town of Liberty, the people came down 
opou him. Lawyers declared that the course he was pnr- 
Miing was illegal He arrested the former U. S. Ass^t. 
AjMCfisor, who had l>een conniving with the offenders to 
clicat tlie Goveniment ; and the mob demanded that Whitley 
^!i«*uld giTe this man up. Ho stood beside his captured 
priiMiiier, at bay — for the threatening crowd would have 
M*adtly ap|Nilled a man of lesser courage. But he knew 
he waA rights and it is not in his nature to yield a single 
[foitit, in controversy, where he feels ansured of his poHi- 
ttou ; while he never acts raMily or unadvisedly. *^ Ho is 
my lawful prisoner/' said the Colonel, calmly but decisive- 
ly, lo the representative of the threatening crowd. ** If 
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tliey dare- persist to attempt his rescue," he continued, placing 
liis ready revolver at his prisoner's head, "I will shoot him, on 
the spot!" The excited throng fell back. They saw tlie 
flash in the determined officer's eye, and they knew he 
'^ meant business," though his woi'ds were few, and his man- 
ner cool, defiant and manly. They gave up the contest 
The best men in tha place came to his aid, and then assisted 
in securing and conveying the culprit away. 

While thus engaged as Assistant Assessor in Virginia, 
Col. Whitley was appointed Chief of the U. S. Secret Ser- 
vice Division. Hon. Mr. Delano, who had now succeeded 
E. A. Rollins as Commissioner of Internal Revenue, was 
very desirous that Col. W. should continue in his Depart- 
ment. The Col. had succeeded in raising and saving to 
that Department over a million dollars of revenue ; and 
Mr. Delano wanted him to remain. But, a week after his 
appointment as Chief of the Secret Service Division, he 
learned the fact, officially, and he accepted this post, from 
preference. 

He found that the Division was but loosely organized, and 
that a great amount of counterfeit money was afloat, all 
over the country. He went to work in earnest. He re- 
organized his force — appointed new men — dispensed with 
the services of a majority of the old ones, who were not, in 
his judgment, up to the times, and generally " turned over 
new leaves " in the arrangement of the aflFaij»s of the 
Department, at whose head he had now been called to 
officiate. 

He sends no man where he is not ready to go himself, if 
he thinks the occasion requires his personal attention to aid 
in carrying a point. He is a genial man among men, and 
always a steady worker. His facial lineaments are quietly 
disposed, and a glance at his portrait, (see frontispiece,) 
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will convince the observer tliat he does not lack in personal 
bearing that self-possession, courage, firmness, and shrewd- 
ness which are needful characteristics in tlic man who occu- 
pies tlie position to whicli he has been elevated by the 
Guvenimeut. 

lie seeks out for his Aids and Deputies, the most capable 
and efficient operatives he can find in the country, who 
are competent to the duties of the peculiar business for 
which thej are chosen, and he requires that they shall he 
liofieftt, temperate, morally upright, and of good general 
utandittg in the community, as well as skillful, shrewd, apt 
and industrious. lie holds them to a constantly strict ac- 
countability, in all their movements and transactions, and 
by a well-arranged system of gradation as to merit, they are 
reinuneratcil and promoted, from time to time. And to his 
aclmirable tyUem in all things pert^iining to the Secret 
Service, is attributable a large share of its success, up to the 
present time. 

An attribute possessed in a most extraordinary degree by 
Col. Wliitley, is the remarkable magnetic |K)wer ho exhibits 
uver Ihooe with whom lie is brought into familiar or earnest 
oouversational contact. Completely the master of his own 
miod — in this respect — determined in will-power, |)ccu- 
liarljr communicative of the subtle sentiment he entertains, 
aud mentally resolved to carry his point in any personal or 
individual controversy he may enter upon, his success in 
inducing confessions or admissions of guilt from the luinuM- 
ous criminals he has arrested in the past three years, has b(Mii 
wunderfully fortunate. Once the culprit is fairly within tli<* 
circuit of this curious influence, and the Cliiof will cohipifi* 
him. It may require time, application, and re|>eated elforts 
to accomplish the pur|H>se, satisfactorily — but in the ciui 
the accused ^^ throws up the siKiuge ; " and nine times in 
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ten his convincing, toiling, persistent, eloquent interlocutor 
will vanquish liini, and subsequently use him and the infor- 
mation thus, adroitly and skillfully obtained, if need be, 
to confound him and his guilty confederates in iniquity. 
Few persons possess this useful and wondrous gift of con- 
trolling the passions, the inclinations, the thoughts, the 
secrets of other men : and none are more strikingly gifted, • 
in tliis direction, than is Col. W. 

Col. Whitley is five feet ten in stature, compactly built, 
but is not, apparently, the vigorous, athletic person he is, in 
reality. A casual observer of the Chief would not say that 
he was a powerful, rugged, resolute man -r- who feared 
nothing, and who in a hand-to-hand conflict would be likely 
to come off victor, invariably, among the " rough custom- 
ers" his duty calls him to deal with. 

But he is not an agreeable adversary to encounter, phys- 
ically, as scores of able-bodied criminals can testify, whom 
he lias found it necessary to attack, oftentimes at disadvan- 
tage, in close quarters. He never loses his marvellous self- 
possession. He is quick-witted, stout-handed, and keen- 
sighted in all his movements. Eeady, apt, experienced, and 
determined, he never flinches in the midst of peril, and 
never flics from danger. Especially sanguine in tempera- 
ment, and always peculiarly hopeful in expectations, in his 
" bright lexicon, there's no such word as /at/," in any enter- 
prise he fairly undertakes. Success he considers a duty — 
and he has thus far been foi*tunate, at least, in the perform- 
ance of this duty. 

Among the details of the system adopted by Col. Whitley, 
is the important plan he has instituted of working in har- 
mony with the local Police and Detective forces of the 
country, at all points ; from and through which organizations 
his Division has from time to time received valuable assi8t>- 
ancc, officially, as he frankly, and gratefully admits. 
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The U. S. Secret Service is eutirely free from the influ- 
ence of politics. No inau is appoiuted upon this force be- 
cause lie is, or is not, an attach^ to any paitlcular party. 
But his absolute fitnes$ for the post of a subordinate in this 
service, constitutes his claim to consideration by the ap- 
[lointiug power, in every instance. Men who are in this 
eiD|4oy are of course altogether diverse in talent, and differ 
iu qualifications, to share the different phases of duty in this 
Division. But they are never questioned as to their political 
preferences or prejudices, and these are not taken into ac- 
count in electing them. 

A brief recapitulation of what has been accomplished in 
his Division in the past three years — since Col. Whitley 
was a}>pointed Chief — may appropriately be inserted here. 

The aggregate value of the captures and seizures made 
by the Department, during the tliree years' term of Col. 
Whitley as Cliief of Division, has been very large — includ- 
ing materials connected with counterfeiting, smuggling, In- 
ternal Revenue defrauding, illicit distilling, and other ir- 
regularities. A detailed statement of these seizures would 
occupy too much s{)acc for insertion here ; but wo have 
mmmed up the leading items, in gross, from the records, to 
ahow iu a general way what has thus far been effected. 

Of the most important and dangerous grade of counter- 
feiters — as tlie manufactui*ers, engravers, wholesale dealers, 
coiners, and printers, two hundred and seven have been 
apf»rchended. Of the lesser grade — circulators, shovers, 
and minor o|)erators, two hundred and ninety have been 
taken. Of Internal Revenue cheats, stam]>-renovators, etc., 
three hundretl have been captured. A total of seven hun- 
dred and ninety-seven in tlie counterfeiting line. Of Ui've- 
nue defrauders, cigar sellers without lej^al stamps, whiskey 
•ellers without stami)S, smugglers of jewels, diamonds, 
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liquors, &c., &c., U. S. Mail and Bond robbei*s — besides 
many false pension-drawers ; and for illegal voting, forgery, 
and other cases worked up by the attaches to the U. S. S. S. 
Division, over four hundred more. Tliese culprits have been 
turned over to the Courts, and conviction has almost uni- 
formly followed these arrests. 

A large number of dangerous counterfeit plates, dies, 
presses, illicit stills, etc., have in the same period been dis- 
covered and seized — to wit, over seventy sets of plates 
of the National Currency, of the fractional currency, of 
greenbacks, and of U. S. Bonds, as well as forty-six sets 
of gold and silver coin-dies. Among these, three sets of 
$2 plates, eight sets of f 5's, five of ^lO's, four of $20's. one 
of $100 greenbacks and national notes. Two unfinished 
$30, 7.30 note-plates, one of $1000 U. S. Bond plate, one 
of $1000 Legal Tender, new issue, unfuiislied. Two $1000 
R. R. Bond plates, and numerous parts of plates, corners, 
figures, heads, &c. ; many of them admirably executed, and 
any of them so well done as to render impressions from 
these spurious plates and dies most dangerous for ordinary 
circulation. Some thirty-four costly printing presses have 
been seized, in the hands of counterfeiters, three transfer, 
and one perforating press. Cigar and tobacco factories to 
the number of over eighty in all. One Match Factory, three 
Breweries, where the Internal Revenue laws were being 
violated, have been seized. Half a million of cigars and 
fifteen thousand bundles of cigarettes, also, from among 
these last named concerns. Several arrests of diamond and 
lace smugglers have been made, and the value of good^• 
taken from them reached over $50,000. 

Fourteen sets of plates lor counterfeiting tobacco, beer, 
proprietary, and check stamps. Counterfeit and cleanseii 
Internal Revenue stamps representing upwards of $200,000 
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And over $700,000 in counterfeit paper money, gold, silver, 
and nickel coin ; and 929,000 in stolen U. S. Bonds were 
recovered and returned to the owners — during the three 
years since Col. Whitley has been Chief of the Division. 

Tlie total number of persons arrested in three years, the 
majority of whom have been convicted and punished by 
imprisonment, fines, or forfeitures, (through the agency of 
this department) has reached the ^enormous figure of one 
tlKHisand two hundred and twenty individuals — including 
manufacturers of counterfeit money, capitalists, boodlc-car- 
ricrm, aliovers of the queer, ordinary dealers in bogus money, 
attempting to pass it, false coin-makers, dealers therein, pro- 
curers of plates, engravers, die-sinkers, smugglers, Internal 
Bereune defrauders, cigar and tobacco cheats, whiskey stills 
vitJioai license, old Stamp changers and cleansers, U. S. 
Mail robbers, possessors of counterfeit notes and fractional 
currency, etc. And among this liorde of criminals and 
their confederates, some of the most notoriously adroit and 
hitherto successful counterfeiters ever known in America 
have been secured, convicted, and confined in the different 
prisons of the States, all over the country. 

Tlie efforts of the Chief of the U. S. Secret Service are 
moat earnestly sustained by Hon. Geo. S. Boutwell, Sec. 
of the Treasury, with whose Dc|)artment this Division is 
directly connected. Tlie relations of the Division are most 
intimately blended with tliose of that department, and the 
lethal advisor of the Secretary, Solicitor E. C. Banfield, lias 
devoted his untiring energies to the furtherance of the plans 
and the system of conducting the internal arrau^^eniouts 
of the Secret Service, as adopted by Col. Whitley. Thr 
SiMrrctary of the Ti*easury has nhown a steady deteruiinalion 
to crush out the crime of counterfeiting the National cur- 
rency which has so long been ramfiant in this land, and to 
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bring to justice the base violaters of law and order, who for 
years have thus followed up their vile practices upon the 
community. 

That the course of Col. W. has been sanctioned and ap- 
proved by the administration, is evident from the increasing 
confidence reposed in the Chief, and the cordial readiness 
with which he is suppoiled by the President and leading 
members of his Cabinet, who cheerfully accord him every 
facility in the prosecution of his duties, which the utmost 
stren«;th of governmental power can afford him, in further- 
ance of the details of the important charge committed, with- 
out trammel, to his hands. That this unlimited confidence 
in tlie capacity of Col. Whitley by his Government is not mis- 
placed, we have ample evidence through the results that 
have eventuated, thus far, in his official career, which have 
proved so colossal in proportions, and so effective towards the 
general good. 

The work of counterfeiting our National Notes and cur- 
rency is now virtually stopped^ in a wholesale way, for the 
present. The men who have been been caught, and the vast 
amount of counterfeiting materials which has been secured, 
puts the criminals and their valuable tools beyond the causing 
further harm, for a while — at least. And it may at this 
hour be safely affirmed that but little counterfeit money is 
now in circulation, and that no new bogus notes have i-e- 
cently been seen. 

Thus much for the restilts of Col. Whitley's administra- 
tion as Chief, up to the present writing. It certainly is a 
most creditable exhibit, and is so esteemed at headquarters, 
as we have good reason to affirm, lie has not *' loitered by 
the way," in the discharge of his duties. No man could 
have done so much, in the brief space of three years, unless 
he had kept himself and his men busy. The amount of 
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benefit which has also indirectly accmed to the Government, 
through this formidable result, is almost incalculable. 

The union of a Fouch^'s power of organization and com- 
binatiou, with the executive capacity of a Yidocq, are 
rarely to be found united in one person. Yet, in view of the 
extraordinary ability displayed by Col. Whitley, since he 
eutered upon his present dut}*, in all his operations and man- 
ageiiicut, the originality and the variety of the plans adopted 
iu the Secret Service, the boldness of their application 
leading logically to conclusive results, we recognize in the 
present Chief the potentiality of such a character, and its 
proivpectiTe developement ; and it is not improbable that we 
ma} learn, in the not fainlistant future of his history, that 
bis really brilliant success, thus far, is but the beginning of 
mn oflbnal career that will culminate in rendering him pre- 
eminently foremost in his profession, in this country. 
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THE KING OF 



WESTERN COUNTERFEITERS, 



••FETE McCABTNET.'' 



The Dotorious, adroit, and wondrously successful rogue 
whose likeness faces page 51, and who is most familiarly 
known by the name of Pete McCartney — though he has 
borne half a dozen aliases, *'*' Joe Woods " being one of his 
more prominent temporary titles — comes of respectable 
parentage, and is a fine looking man, of pleasant address, 
who possesses natural talents of no mean order, as his 
tmthfal history, as far as it has been gathered, abundantly 
indicates. His real name is John P. McCartney. 

He is nearly six feet in height, strongly framed, of good 

finitan^s, with black beard and hair now slightly tinged with 

icray« and at this writing, he is about forty-five years old. 

Uia grayisli blue eyes and cold expression of countcMinnoe 

mark him as a subtle cunning personage, when scrutinizcii 

by tlie careful observer; but his quiet, gentlemanly manners 

among strangers, and his even though taciturn hobit, riMi<li>r 

him an object of intercHt, frequently, whtMi he is apparently 

least aware that curiouH eyes an* studying his character. 

Pete is of Irish descent, attractive in conversation, uf 
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fair education, one of the most skillful engravers and 
plate-printers in this country, and a most resolute, deter- 
mined, untiring fellow, in any undertaking towards which 
from inclination, or for profit, he once fixedly turns his 
attention. Prom his youth upward, McCartney has, how^ 
ever, devoted his talents, his energies, his years and his 
mechanical skill to the art of counterfeiting ; and his career 
has been most curiously successful in this direction, during 
the past more than quarter of a century. 

Pete McCartney's field of operations has been limited to 
the West, principally, where he long since won the title of 
'• King of Counterfeiters," in that region. His exploits are 
famous, his daring notable, his continuous success un- 
paralleled, and his ability to elude detection altogether aston- 
ishing. The local Police in the West have time and again 
been baffled in their search for this shrewd criminal, and 
the United States authorities ( under former management,)^ 
failed to secure the arch plotter, or bring him to answer, 
although over thirty thousand dollars had been expended by 
the Government in prior attempts to circumvent and cap- 
ture this notorious and accomplished " koniacker," who Ud 
the tribe of counterfeiters in the great northwest, for yeani 
and years. It was left to the ingenuity of the present Chief 
of the United States Secret Service Division, and his accom- 
plished Deputies, at la^t, to bring McCartney to account ; and 
his final arrest by Col. Whitley and his aids, resulted in 
administering a damaging and effective blow to the interests 
of counterfeiters in the United States, who everywhere were 
more or less directly leagued with him and his immediate 
confedemtes in this crime. 

McCartney is considered one of the best " cutters " in 
America. He is a good chemist, and a first-rate plate- 
printer. For many years he carried on his nefarious prao- 
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ticcs in company with liis friend and pal, Fred Biebusch, 
mnotbiT famous western '^ coney-man ; " and in all the 
minntie of the art of engraving, die-cutting, or printing 
bo^^uii plates, Pete was a leader — universally acknowledged. 
Bat, despite the notoriety lie gained, long years elapsed dur- 
injC the period he enjoyed immunity from airest, and im- 
mense amounts of money were lavished towards effecting 
ttie suppression of his secreted operating establishment, and 
tiM* capcurc of this dangerous manufacturer of bogus money, 
— hut witliout results. 

At length. Col. Whitley having been appointed Chief of 

tlie Division, went systematically and energetically to 

work, and followed the trail of this dangerous man — 

enjoining it upon his subordinates that Pete McCartney must 

be overliauled, and that his extensive and infamous traffic 

in the manufacture and circulation of '^ coney " must be 

■lopped. It was not an easy task, but his men went to 

work under his instructions with a will, and the result will 

ihortlj appear. 

McCartney bad already been arrested several times, and 
hid been temporarily lield by the local western police ; but 
k contrived to escape fit>m confinement, and had never yet 
prvn the aotliorities tlie opportunity to arraign him. lie 
Pmitttitly broke jail, l>ought his way out of jeopardy, und 
in one way or another managed to keep at lil)erty (with but 
■^gbt interruption) for over twenty-five yeai-s — during 
*^ term lie engraved, printed and put into circulation 
^m of thousands of dollars in value of bogus notes and 

C>i)llUI. 

^ 1866, lie was arrested at St. Louis. He chanced on 
tUi oocuion to have in his possession some eight thou- 
'■nd ddltrs in good money; and, as ho himself aHserts, 
^ Miped u easy as falling off a log ! '* Ho affirms that he 
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found 110 difficulty, on that occasion, in purchasing his way 
out of peril. '* 1 was flush," he says. " They had a pretty 
sure thing on me then, and I was well known. But I left 
the jail, the city, and over eight thousand dollars behind 
me, there — one night — and I hav'n't been there since, to 
make inquiries as to what was tliought about my French 
leave-taking of St. Louis and the hospitality of its mmiicipal 
officials.*' 

In 18679 Pete again found himself in close quarters at 
Spiingfield, 111. "The prison where I was then confined," 
he asserts coolly, "was a mighty poor stnicture. I had 
no trouble in going through tliat jail. It wasn't a comforta- 
ble place and I didn't like my quarters. So I stepped oat 
early one morning, and left." This is true. At daybreak 
Pete's cell was empty, and he was on his way into the in- 
terior again in safety, for the time being. 

Upon another occasion, (during the rebellion,) he was 
under afrest, and, attended by a guard of soldiers, wza 
manacled hand and foot en route from the west towards 
Washington — whither orders had been given to conduct 
him — and for safe-keeping to place him in the Old Capitol 
Prison. McCartney watched his opportunity. " I 4idn't 
want to go to Washington," he said to the writer of these 
Memoirs, who met him a few months ago. " I didn't like 
the look o' that arrangement. I could manage the boys out 
West. I had managed them fi*equently. It cost me a heap 
of money, to be sure, from time to time ; but I was always 
a cash man, you know, and money will fetch 'em. In Wash- 
ington, I thought it was different. And besides I hadn't 
just then a pile of the ready by me. So I watched the 
guard, and made up my mind I'd rayther not go to Wash- 
ington. And I didn't ! " 

As the express train was being whirled along the Pcma. 
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Cent. Railway at a speed of thirty-five miles the hour, bear- 
ing McCartney and his guard among its passengers towards 
the Old Capitol Prison, he desperately sprang from the car, 
though he was ironed at wrists and ankles, and dashed out 
u^iou the track without an instant's thought of the probable 
jeopardy to life he might encounter by this bold rash act. 
Tlie alarm was instantly given by the suddenly roused 
guard, the train was stopped as quickly as possible, the 
soldiers returned where all hands expected to find the reck- 
less prisoner a mass of broken bones — at the least — upon 
the track-side, but no McCartney could be found, nor did 
thai party of officials see the color of his face, subsequently ! 
He liad again made good his escape from custody. 

^*And how did you manage thU afiair?" we inquired, 
when Pete had himself quietly given us his brief account 
of this startling episode in his career. 

*^ Easy enough," he said, with a smile. ^^ You see,'" he 
continued, ^^ I was bound to get out o' the hands of those 
feUows. I knew the *01d Capitol' was an ugly prison- 
house, and it wouldn't do for me to go there. 1 was also 
aware there was risk in jumping from the cars, when the 
train was flying along at such a rate. But then we have to 
take risks as we meet with them. And this was no worse 
Uian tlie peril tliat loomed up before me in Washington. 
TTiougli I w€L$ manacled, hand and foot, I took my chance 

— and bolted.' I was hurt, of course. But I fled to the 
woods, waited till all was quiet, and the train bad gone, 
struggled along for hours, skulked and secreted myself, and 
with a stone finally smashed the iron shackles from my 
limbs. I suffered for want of food, and from the bruises I got 

— but finally found daylight, and got among friends, once 
more in safety." 

Constantly upon his guard, and ready upon emergency 

3 
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skillfully to meet plot with plot, and cuuning by cunniug, 
the wily operator contrived to elude the grasp of those who 
sought to circumvent or secure him. " I have amassed a 
deal of plunder," he declared to us, " but I have paid away 
over $70,000 first and last,in good money, to escape the 
clutches of the law." 

He managed his business with system. " I always had 
bogus money in plenty," he asserts, *' wlien others had none. 
And thus I controlled the market for * coney,' you see, very 
frequently. They had to come to me for it. 1 could always 
supply the right men (and 1 had a choice) with counterfeit 
notes,in quantity — for 1 engraved and printed the notes, or 
wrought the dies, myself." 

For some time McCartney kept a Daguerreian gallery 
(under the name of Warren) in a western city* His expe- 
rience in the use of chemicals was in this way improved. 

After quitting the Photograph business, he purchased a 
livery stable, at RoUa, Mo. There came to his place, " on the 
sly," one day, a man whom he quickly recognized as a former 
acquaintance, who knew all about Mac's Spnngfield experi- 
ence, and who wished to hire a horse and carriage. " I saw 
through this at a glance," observed Pete. " This fellow was 
after me. I told him I would drive the horse to his hotel at 
once. He went bitck, I took what loose money I had in the 
till, jumped out at the back window, and left RoUa and my 
would-be patron behindine. He did not pull me ! " 

McCartney's tracks were followed up, however, and from 
time to time he was arrested — but as often escaped, in some 
mysterious and inexplicable mannm*. He was always ready 
to pay roundly for his liberty, when cornered ; and once or 
twice he gave up counterfeit plates and money he controlled, 
when such a show of rcjKJiitance or desire to make restitu- 
tion would best serve his own purposes. But it was a dif- 
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ficult thing to induce him to expose his confederates in 
crime. Some of them were known counterfeiters, and all 
his associates were marked scoundi^ls. But they were too 
vigilant, and too experienced, to place themselves in a po- 
rtion where legal />ra(?f could be adduced to convict them; 
notwithstanding the police well knew they were guilty ut- 
terers of forgeries almost innumerable. 

Once McCartney was taken, prior to the appointment of 
Ihe present Chief. *' I was not then dealing in coney," said 
Mac to us. ^^ But I knew where there were large amounts 
of count^eit notes and plates of National Banks, and I 
oflered to gi^ up all I had concealed, or which I could get 
— of money, plates, dies, £c., and I would agree to live 
aujwliero that Government might designate, and would pay 
ttie expenses of one of its own officers to watch me, for one 
year, if tliey would promise not to pursue me further, but 
give me the chance to follow some honest business, and give 
op * coney ' traffic, of which I was tired. But the men then 
in Uie Secret Service didn*t want me to go out of the coney 
trmde. Tliis was evident to me. They would agree to any- 
thing, but would perform nothing, satisfactorily — and so I 
^d — and run away from 'em. I had done this before, 
and I repeated it. They couldn't catch and hold me — and 
they didnX" 

**I went to Missouri, then to Minnesota, then up and 
down the west. I lectured in many places on the art of de- 
tecting counterfeit money, and did well. Then I shoved a 
good many notes, as 1 travelled — and the officers got u|)on 
my trail again. I knew it. I watched them, while they 
watclied me. I practiced dentistry, a while : but this was 
too slow for me. I found that cvcryl)ody was down on me. 
Govenioient officers, police, lawyers, all hands. I had no 
for long at a time — anywhere. And I wanted to get 
of the business. But I couldn*t see my way." 
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" Detective Felker and his crew, I knew, were inclined to 
deceive me. ' I was really acting ' on the square ' with them. 
They couldn't hold me, but I was desirous to get out of the 
line of life I had so long followed, if I could. I found that 
they did not incline to help me out, though they were profuse 
in promises, which they never fulGUed. They didn't want 
me to quit the coney business. They had a soft thing of it," 
' continued McCartney. " They were on their make,contin- 
ually. Tliey put up jobs on me, and cheated me with prom- 
ises. They said if there were no counterfeiters, there would 
be no work for them to detect. They made capital out of 
it, and didn't care to have me relinquish the traffic, any 
how. Felker more than once told me this, frankly. But I 
had promised my wife I would quit it, and I was ready to do 
so. They wouldn't let me." 

All this assertion on Mac's part must be taken for what 
it is worth, however. McCartney got out of the hands of 
the then Detectives, nevertheless, when he found they de- 
ceived him (as he avers) and at last his case was taken in 
hand by the new Chief, Col. Whitley. He was tracked, and 
watched, and hunted down, at length. Detectives Apple- 
gate, Lonergan and Eagan were put upon his trail, and one 
day in the fall of 1870, McCartney proceeded to Portland, 
Ky., where he intended to remain quiet for a time, with a 
view to the future. 

He went about the neighborhood and selected an old 
house occupied by a man to whom he paid a bonus to give 
him possession, and he moved into it. The occupant sus- 
pected the stranger, and reported the fact to the Chief of 
Police at Louisville. The local officers looked into the oaso, 
and shortly afterwards. Detective Bly found a quantity 
of counterfeiter's tools there, a printing press, rolling-ma- 
chine, and full sets of plates for manufacturing bogus 
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•* greenback ^ notes. Tliey arrested " Alexander Bill " there, 
a noted rogne, whom they took to Louisville jail, and Col. 
WliiUey, learning of this arrest, forthwith directed Detective 
Eagan, of the Secret Service force, to examine further into 

this matter. 

UcCartney's wife had also been arrested. But Pete was 
non e$t, at the time tlie Louisville police entered the old 
house. When Eagan arrived, he found that Mrs.*McC. had 
been discharged by the U. S. Commissioner, and he brought 
ber away. She then joined her mother, in Illinois. 

When McCartney had l)cen arrested at Cincinnati, in 
company witli one '^ Charley Johnson," no coney was found 
npon Mac, but over $400 in counterfeit notes were dis- 
covered upon Johnson — in 20*s, $5*s, and fractional cur- 
rency, witli a set of $20 Greenback plates. They were both 
locked up in jail — but when Eagan arrived there, McCart- 
ney (as usual,) had again escaped ! Tlie busy Detective 
was not a little disappointed at this result, when he felt 
asaored he had so nearly secured the game he had for some 
time sought. Bat he returned to St. Louis, ander instruc- 
tions, still actively on the scent. 

At a late hour one evening, Eagan learned that McCart- 
ney was in the town of Venice, 111., a small place near 
St. Louis, opposite the island where Pete's friend Fred 
Biebosdi* had hid himself, ader jumping his bail. Pete 
iiad escaped from the jail at Cincinnati very quietly, and 
was not looking for a visit from Col. Whitley *s men at this 
luoment. But he wus then in the charge of the local police, 
and Ea^an dropficd in upon him at Venice, and had him, 
before he had time to inuke another move for esca|)e. 

McCartney at once otVercd to deliver into the hands of 
his capturcrs a large amount of counterfeit notes, plates, 
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dies, Ac., among which were complete sets of plates for all 
deuominations of the National Currency, from fifty cents to 
'" fifty dollars ; together with $60,000 of the " queer," all 
ready to be put upon the market ; and afterwards offered 
fifty, sixty, up to eighty-five thousand dollars, if they would 
release him. But Pete's offer was declined. He was taken 
by the Detectives to St. Louis, then to Springfield, Ill's., and 
was placed by his escort in close quarters again, where the 
U. S. Marshal took care he should be- so guarded as that 
another escape from his old prison-house should not readily 
occur — as he believed. 

Upon a brief interview between Col. Whitley and Mc- 
Cartney, however, about this time, the following incident 
occurred; which tends to show how easy it is for even the 
skilled Detective to be sometimes at fault ! As the Chief 
was about to quit the cell of McCartney, the prisoner said, 
pleasantly, " You won't leave me Aere, I suppose. Colonel ? " 

" Yes, for the present," replied the Chief. " You're safe 
here, now,^^ 

*' Oh, I can get out of this place easy enough. I have 
done so before, and I can do it {igain." 

*' 1 guess not," said the officer, with confident emphasis. 

" Where are you stopping, Colonel ? " asked Pete. 

" At the hotel." 

" Your number ? " 

*' Room twenty-four." 

"Thank you. I will call on you, at ten." 

The Chief smiled, accepted the pleasant jest, bade Mac 
" good night," and left him. 

He had forgotten the boastful words of the coney man, 
and was sitting in his apartments, writing, when just after 
ten o'clock, he heard a low rap at his door. *' Come in," he 
said. 
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Aiid to his astonishment, in walked Peto McCartney, with 
a quiet " j^ood evening. Colonel ! " 

The Chief sprang up, seized his arm, and drew his re- 
volver, with the natural ejaculation, " McCartney ! How 
arc you here ? " 

" Put up your shootin'-iron. Colonel," said Mac. " I 
merely called to pay my respects. Come! I am going 
l»ack, of course," concluded the counterfeiter. 

And ten minutes afterwards, Pete re-entered his prison- 
quarters again, voluntarily, where he remained in subsequent 
i^ecurity. 

No one ever knew how Mac had effected his temporary 
escafie, nor would he ever explain the modus adopted by him 
in this instance to enjoy his **' little joke." 

^' 1 merely wished to show that some tiling could be done 
as well as othei*s," remarked Pete, in rehearsinjj; this event. 

When Eagan had ti-ackcil McCartney to his lair, the per- 
aiatcnt pursuit which had been kept up, inordinately alarmed 
him. Pete is a man of iron nerve, great daring, and con- 
summate coolness, on all occasions, and has shown himself 
ready at all times for exigency. But he was now anxious to 
make a show of repentance, and to so comport himHclf that 
tlie Crovcmment would let him up, or let him off, easily. 
80 lie sought an interview with Eairnn, and pro|)Osed, through 
his wif % to meet that oflicer in a retired place, when he 
voald place in his hands a large amount of plates, counter- 
feit money, etc. But ho was not to \)c pcrHonalli/ nu)lested, 
on the occasion. 

Afler some negotiaticms, it was agreed that Ea;j:an and 
Pete should meet in a certain secluiiMl eorn-lieKK at mii- 
night ; Eagan should come alone and unarmed ; MeCartticy 
would be armed, but would do liim no liarm, if he ke|>l 
lailli witli him. Pete*s wife, a l)eautirul and lievoted woman 
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and undoubtedly a valuable assistant, by the way, in his 
counterfeiting labors — was to act as guide to Eagan ; and 
when the ^^ two high contracting parties " met, Mac was 
to make propositions to be submitted to the Chief, regarding 
the coney, the plates, ete., and was not then to be molested. 

The programme was carried out, to the letter. McCart- 
ney was first on the spot, in the darkness. Eagau pro- 
ceeded with the wife, unarmed but watchful, and then and 
there McCartney agreed to place in Eagan's possession cer- 
tain valuable counterfeit plates of different denominations, 
and " coney "to the value of at least $50,000. Two men in 
McCartney's interest escorted Eagan to the corn-field, and 
stood with loaded weapons pointed at him during this inter- 
view, while the single Detective (unarmed, by agreement,) 
stood facing him, (on the other side of a rail-fence,) as Mac 
held his musket towards his breast, and they talked this 
matter over, in the darkness. At the close of this meeting, 
Eagan retired, declining to enter into any promises as to the 
future. But shortly afterwards, the programme submitted 
in the corn-field at midnight was consummated, though not 
upon the terms dictated by McCartney at that interview. 
He was soon afterwards secured by the U. S. oflScera, and 
compelled to make a surrender of all the counterfeiting 
materials within his knowledge, which, it was found, ex- 
ceeded $65,000 in nominal value, and numerous counterfeit 
plates, dies, &c., &c. 

The capture of this large amount of bogus money, and 
the obtaining of the spurious plates mentioned, was a very 
important move, and the result was highly creditable to 
Messrs. Applegate, Eagan and Lonergan, who so shrewdly 
managed this dangerous and subtle offender, throughout 
the trying scenes attendant upon this interesting adventure 
in their experience. 
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The primary arrangements thus entered into for the 
recovery of tliia money and materials were absolutely neces- 
sary, inasmuch as no one but McCartney could put into the 
limnds of the authorities this vast amount of property. He 
aluue knew where it was. He had himself manufactured and 
secreted it. And he had no " confidences." He proposed 
thix thing himself. 

** 1 offered to give up to fonner U. S. officers more of this 
coney tlian they ever saw," said McCartney, " if they would 
deal fairly with me. They couldn't get it, otherwise. They 
would promise^ but always cheated me. Col. "Whitley and 
his men never promised anything. They did not deceive 
mc, therefore, and 1 felt that they were working with differ- 
ent motives. They never demanded pay of me, and I never 
paid lliem any hush-money, as I did others. But all these 
men knew very well that they could get no bogus money 
out of me unless I was inclined to help them. I have 
nothing to say against Whitley or his men. But the other 
cnivd were unprincipled, grasping, and utterly deceitful — 
from llie start — promising everything, and |X5rforming 
nothing. Tliey put up jobs, and went back on mc, more 
titan once." 

McCartney, a few years since, married a daughter of John 
Tniui, a noted counterfeiter, now in the State Prison at 
Jacknon, Mich. Her mother, Mrs. Trout, was a smart and 
skillful counterfeiter, also, who is now at Decatur, Ills. 
Tlic wife of Pete is a handsome woman, some years his 
junior, (mt a shrewd aider and abettor of her husband. 
Mrs. McCartney's sister married Ben Boyd, another famous 
omey man at the south-west, who has latterly given up the 
UwineM, it is believed. Pete has children, to whom he is 
deroted, and his family are greatly attached to him. 

At Springfield, in the winter of 1870, after Mac's final 
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arrest, Col. Whitley was present at an interview where tlie 
prisouer's wife was admitted to see him, on one occasion. 
He observed that she passed something slilj into Mac's 
hand, while there. It proved to be a small l)ar of lead or 
pewter metal. On a previous occasion, Pete had contrived 
to melt up the foil from the tobacco-f»arceIs he was allowed 
to use, with which he manufactured a key to the lock of his 
cell, and thus escaped, upon tliat occasion. The bar of lead 
was intended for a similar purpose, undoubtedly — but Col. 
Whitley had him searched when Mrs. McCartney leffc, and 
thus this design was then frustrated. 

After another interview with Pete at Springfield, CoL 
Whitley arranged with him to go to Decatur, 111., where 
the prisoner told him he had buried a large quantity of 
coney, which he would deliver to him. He took him from 
the jail, and Pete said he would like to see his wife before 
they left. *' Go to her," responded the Chief. " The cars 
start for Decatur at such an hour. Meet me at the Depot." 

" I will not fail," said Mac. 

The Col. went to the station, McCartney saw his wife, 
and was there to join the Chief, promptly as he had agreed. 

They went to Decatur together, and acting ' on the square ' 
tliroughout this journey, he led Col. Whitley to a cornfield 
where he dug up several tin cans ; w hich, u|)on opening, were 
found to contain over $60,000 in well executed bogus 
money, and a set of $5 counterfeit plates upon National 
western banks. They then i-eturned once more to Spring- 
fiehl. 

Prom this point McCartney proceeded with Col. Whitley 
to St. Louis, Mo. They walked out from the latter city into 
the country some six miles, and approaching an old house, 
Peto crawled under it, and came forth with several sets of 
dies for gold and silver coins, which he had himself made 
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and concealed there. With these, and his prisoner, the 
Chief returned to Cincinnati, where McCartney had secreted 
aliout five thousand dollars more in counterfeit money, 
which he turned up, with several unfinished portions of 
other bogus plates. Then they went to Springfield, once 
m>>re, where after some negotiations with friends who were 
inclined to aid him, ho procured good bail for $5000, as 
ri\|uired by the U. S. Court, and was released from custody, 
until his trial should take place. 

He was shortly afterwards re-arrested, and taken to Louis- 
ville, Ky., where the U. S. District Attorney had another 
caite against him. He laid in jail at this place some time, 
but finally obtained bail there, and was again set at liberty. 

His trial at Louisville came up first. Mac put in an ap- 
ficmrance, in response — but, fearing the result, he jumped 
hin l4iii and left. And at the writing of this history, (Jan'y 
*72> tlic whereabouts of this accomplished expert is uu- 
known. 

Otic trait in this man*s erratic character deserves mention. 
Notwitlistanding all that has been accomplished by the Chief 
aiNl his Assistants, tlirough McCartney^s disclosures, nothing 
could ever be wrung from him that would implicate or point 
out who may have been his accomplices. Some of them 
are well known, and several have been ferreted out. But 
Mac would never, even remotely, peach on his friends. In 
reply to repeated queries in this direction, he constantly 
evaded answers, and little is known of his associates, except 
wliat has been arrived at, through other sources, the Reno 
liaya» Joe Miller, alias Kincaid, Perry Randolph, Ben Boyd, 
^., in consequence of their arrests. Ho has not hesitated 
to talk very freely concerning himself and his own numerous 
exploits, and he has tunied over to the Government from 
time to time, in consequence of the pressure brought to bear 



G2 UNITED STATES SECRET SERVICE. 

upon liiiii by Col. Whitley and bis men, an immense quantity 
of spurious money, and other material of great value to the 
koniacker and his pals. But he cannot be charged with 
treachery to his friends of the craft, whatever else may be 
laid at his door. 

When arrested at Cincinnati, Mac had $3,500 of good 
money in his possession. Upon demanding this, it was not 
forthcoming. A portion of the amount (1.400) was pro- 
cured by Col. Whitley and returned to the prisoner, subse- 
quently ; but the remaining $2,000 McCartney steadily de- 
' clares " he has been beaten out of, by the local police," 
there. " They shook it out of me, and said it bad been 
stolen from the desk," he adds. " But I will get it, yet." 
Tiiey also declared that I was only " a stall," and that '' my 
release was part of the arrangement previously made, for 
another purpose. Now the fact is, I walked out of that jail 
without hindrance at the opportune moment, and if I could 
see the man who held the keys, I could identify him. But I 
don't know who he was." 

Though the career of others whose stories follow will bo 
found more exciting, more romantic, or more striking, no one 
among those we describe possesses a keener spirit, or a more 
subtle disposition than does Pete McCartney. And, although 
his last arrest by the U. S. Detectives, under Col. Whitley, 
has proved so important, by itself, but little is really known 
in further detail, as yet, of this extraordinary man's actual 
character. 




THE GREAT 



SOUTH WESTERN "KONI ACKER/' 



FEED. BIEBUSCH. 



This notable character's career is marked by success during 
a course of unpunished crime that finds parallel rarely in 
the hiKtory of coney men, in this or any other country. 
For nearly thirty years, Fred Biebusch steadily followed 
tlic trafiic of the ^^ queersman " in the west and southwest ; 
and his vast line of operations alike extensive, bold and 
|»ro6table, were extended over the whole country from 
lUinois to Texas, with wondrous good fortune, atid without 
apparent check, until within a recent |)eriod. 

Ills personal head-quarters he established at St. Louis, 
3io. His secret agents were scattered in every direction 
ihrou^iiout the south-west. From time to time he wan 
placed under arrest, and oyQvfiftt/ times in the course of his 
erratic life he was in the hands of the looal Police authori- 
ties. But he contrived as often to escape unharmed and nn- 
couTicted; and followed up las illegal vocation with re- 
newed seal, on each occasion that he so fortunately (though 

08 
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frequently at heavy pecuniary cost} obtained release from 
the toils of the authorities. 

The portrait of Frcil Biebusch will be found among our 
illustrations. He is over fifty years of age, of German 
parentage, born in Prussia, came to America in 1844, and 
is a broad-shouldered, powerful man, of hard physique, but 
not bad looking. In the course of his counterfeiting trade, 
his sales were enormous at first hands. He personally 
dealt only at wholesale, and his cautious custom was to 
negotiate his transfers in heavy sums. He individually re- 
ceived the good money, in these transactions, and the coney 
passed through the hands of women, " kids " or the estab- 
lished go-betweens in his trade, of whom he was continually 
watchful, for he never reposed over-much confidence in these 
people. 

The extent of his operations and the profits Biebusch ao- 
cunmlated, enabled him, in a few years, to control a very 
largo sum of ready money, and whenever the exigency 
arose, lie was ready to " draw his wallet," and pay roundly, 
to escape arraignment before the Courts. He disliked the 
atmosphere or contiguity of all legal tribunals ; and, like 
the owl, he preferred night to day, whenever he had occasion 
to be professionally abroad. 

In tlie old days, when State banks were in existence, 
Biebusch flourished wonderfully. It was his habit, in those 
times, to "job out" most of the counterfeit stock printed 
upon various State banks throughout the country by Driggs, 
Piper, Lew Sleight and others, who sent forth hundreds of 
thousands of dollars through Biebusch's agency — he ac- 
cumulating large commissions for standing between them and 
the smaller dealers, at that earlier period. After a while, 
he became the pal and right hand man of Pete McCartney 
(whose history we have already given) and received from 
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Pete, not infrequently, one or two hundred thousand dollars' 
wurtli of the *' queer" at a time, disposing of it for circula- 
tion in Iowa, Missoun, Illinois, Kansas, and the Territories. 
Biebuscli was also the confidential business manager for 
Ijcu I^yd and Bill Shelley, the engravers, and employed 
both these notorious artists to cut plates for him. He 
awftiifled wealtii rapidly, and though often . trapped and 
caught, he contrived to get out of the clutches of those who 
nabbed him from time to time, so frequently and so readily, 
tliat it was not uncommon, upon Fredas release from custody, 
to hear tlie query propounded, *'*' How much did he put up 
tkU time, to get out o' quod ? " 

Tlie record of tliis coney man's criminal career, his 
numerous escapades, his manner of managing the various 
arrests to which he was subjected, and the uniformly suc- 
cessful results that attended both his business and his inter- 
ests, for three decades of years, are certainly very curious, as 
well as interesting. Whatever genuine skill, sharpness, 
ingenuity, or the ready outlay of money, when needful, 
cuald accomplish, Fi-ed Biebusch availed himself of. 

Ois whole life has lieen given up to crime. His arts, his 
genius, his time, his brains, have all l)een devoted to the one 
Tile purpose of manufacturing and circulating counterfeit 
money. He furnished the capital for engravers and print- 
ers, lie helped to get up plates, and to establish presses, 
to secure paper and ink, and in general to find and supply 
tlie riglit agents and shovers of the queer, everywhere. Ho 
was a wonderful man, as cool and subtle as ho was daring 
and miprincipled. And fortunate indeed is it for the 
community at largo that such an accomplished cheat and 
furger has met with his deserts, for the present, at least, at 
the liands of violated justice and law. 

Like his quondam pal and lotig-time associate, Pete 
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McCartney, Fred Biebusch, at an earlj day in his experience, 
adopted a systematic plan in all his business matters. 
Upon being arrested, he always promptly gave bail to appear 
for trial in the future. Arrest never gave him the slightest 
uneasiness. His bondsmen were always ready, and it 
mattered nothing how many counts against him were em- 
bodied in an indictment, he was always prepared to furnish 
good and sufficient sureties to satisfy the Courts. After 
furnishing bail, he looked about him, and ascertained who 
were the witnesses likely to appear against him. These he 
would buy up and send away long distances, at his own ex- 
pense. When the trial came on, these witnesses were not 
foithcoming, and Biebusch came boldly into Court, challeng- 
ing proof of the allegations made against him, defiantly, 
and the government would find they bad no case, for its 
witnesses could not be found ! 

This plan did not uniformly succeed, however. Then fol- 
lowed a resort to the other lever. In more instances than 
one, " weak-kneed" District Attorneys were found to enter a 
7iolle prosequi jw^t at the nick of time; and Fred would 
quietly walk out of custody, a poorer but a wiser man ! 

Under the former management of the Secret Service De- 
partment, as soon as the Division was faii'ly under weigh, 
originally, Biebusch, who had for years thus aptly man- 
aged his " delicate little affairs " in the south-west, cast 
about him to soinid the subordinates engaged upon the U. S. 
force, with a view to ascertain who among them he conld 
buy up — if occasion demanded. And having obtained 
such information in this direction as satisfied him that he 
was all " hunkyniory," in certain quarters, he rested — to 
await subsequent developments, looking towards his own 
interests. Under the early management of the Division, 
Biebusch was several times placed under arrest, but as often, 
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irewd maiingemeiit with men and money, tho 
«ei* went off " Scot free," always in cheer* 
d it id a commentary in no wise flattering to 
>n and internal management of the Division 
k1) that when the residence of Biebusch was 
n one occasion of his being subsequently 
ral letters from former members of the force 
-o|M)sin«; to Bielmsch, for a money considera- 
(ho counterfeiter again to esca|)e the grasp of 
je of these letters might be published, but we 
for them here. This/act is patent, however. 
ip|K)intment of Col. Whitley as Chief, an im- 
diiizatiou of the Division ensued. Tho faults 
tem of conduct, and the shortcomings in tho 
I'ment were authoritatively brought to his no- 
assuming the direction of affairs, and he at 
reforming the crying abuses that had obtained 
1 in previous years. He resolved that such 
*husch, McCartney, Bill Gurney, John Hart, 
d otlier notorious coney men should bo van- 
iie nefarious trade they wei*e pursuing secretly, 
»uhly, should l)e broken up. To this work he 
the energies of his own mind, and to this 
ously directed the untiring vigilance of his 

nal arrest, which was brought about through 
efforts of Col. Whitley and his aids, it camo 
i.Hch was the |Missessor of a handsome fortune, 
lirough his unrighteous mode of business-lile ; 
or pro|M'rty that lie ownod, it was ascertained 
lotes of hand, upon call, for monies loaned to 
most prominent citizens of St. Louis, to an 
iGO,UOO. 
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are you doing this work for ? '* enquired the 
)huitly. *' You do not use these plates yourself, I 
Vlio employs you ? And why are you thus en- 

isc I am a [)oor man, and I have no other means 
ad for niv familv," said the friditened Siiellev. 
liief looked alK)ut the poorly appointed apartment 
is in;:enious but miserable man toiled early and 
x\\ A sustenance for those he loved and was bound 
3 for, and his heart was momentaiily touched with 
for the niis«ruided man lielore him, whom he was 
could not but be the tool of others more guilty 
'as. 

me who employs you, Shelley," urged the Chief, 
ceil the unfuiished plates and tools, and informed 
T that lie was his prisoner, also. 
\ the officiars surprise poor Shelley informed him 
lirn at work for Fred Biebusch, by whom he had 
•loyrd at the west for a long time prior to his 
» New York. Shelley was then taken into custody, 
?rfeit e(1tM!ts were secured, and Col. Whitley held 
sw<M* in the future. 

ii>4M|Urntly voluntarily confessed the ()art he had 
:rtiaiu transactions in connection with Uiebusch at 
And Fred being thru under arrest and his trial 
ntr, SJK'llry was sent to St. IjtMiis as a witness 
im. S<»vcral of the other Government witnes^CH 
b»u;:lit up, and sent away i>y Hiebusch. I3ut 
. oiK* of his old confederates in inHpiity, he did 
tii«* o|i{H)rtunity to taniiN'r with. The Chief had 
testlmonv in rcMMve to corroborate the statements 

m 

r. un«l when the latter showed himself in Court, it 
uuch for his old empl<»yer. He saw '^ the writing 
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on the wall," instanter. Tlie game was up! He fled — 
and forfeited his bail. 

But Col. Whitley followed ui)on his trail, forthwith. 
Every avenue of escape was watched, or blocked. His men 
sought him in all directions, and within another week, tlie 
United States Detectives, with the earnest aid of the St 
Louis Police, who ai*e rightfully entitled to a share of the 
credit in eventually bringing Biebusch to justice — the wily, 
determined, and cunning koniacker, was once more cap- 
tured, and this time effectually. He was secured, aud com- 
mitted to prison without bail. 

Uis trial was soon commenced, in the U. S. Court at 
St. Louis. Biebusch set up the worn-out stale defence of 
his accusation being a " put-up job ; " but his past fearful 
record and the mass of facts adduced l)y the Government 
as to his long career of crime were plainly proven, to the 
satisfaction of Court and jury. Despite his wmth and the 
desperate defence he set up, Biebusch had now reached the 
end of his tether, and he saw that the present Chief and 
his Assistants were too many for him. 

Col. Whitley bears no malice in his breast towards tlie 
men who thus fall into his liands. This disposition is en- 
tirely foreign to his nature. But he has entered determinate- 
ly upon a " war of extermination " against the base counter- 
feiters who have so long cursed the land with the prosecu- 
tion of their vile practices. He realises that for the accom- 
plislnnent of this laudable purpose he now occupies the 
responsible position in which he has been placed by hia 
Government; and he is resolved to carry out the object of 
the administration, in good faith, and to the uttermost of 
his al)ility. Towards the penitent tools employed by the 
leaders in this crime against the community, he is disposed 
to extend all proper leniency. And evidence in support 
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of this inclination is found in the course he has deemed 
it wiBc to pursue towards those who have shown their 
oontritioD and a willingness to reform. In the instance ^f 
Shelley, who was arrested as already stated, and who ex- 
ptemed a desire to obtain some honest employment whereby 
lie miKht provide for his wife and children, the Chief placed 
in bis hands the following letter — which enables him now 
to earn a livelihood in a respectable manufacturing establish- 
ment in New York city. 

** 2t wkom it fnay concern : 

Tlie bearer of tliis letter — W'illiam Shelley — was for a 
long time engaged in the nefarious calling of engraving 
eoQDterfeit plates, for which oSence he was arrested by me. 
Bot it appearing that his testimony would be exceedingly 
Qseful in a case then u()on trial against a notorious and 
wealthy counterfeiter, and still further that he would ever 
after refrain from crime and earn an honest livelihood by 
bis trade, I have thought proper to aid and encourage him — 
so long as lie adheres to his good resolution. And I have 
no beaitation in saying that I consider him entitled, thus far, 
to credit; and trust that no one will hesitate to employ 

him. 

n. C. WnrrLEY, 

Chirf of S. S. Div.j U. S. Treas'y Dept: 

The day of ihe final trial of Fred. Biebusch came round at 
last in October, 1870. He was under twenty thousand <in! 
lani bail, and over a year and half had expired since li* 
celebrated koniucker of Kt. Louis had l)een arrai^riunl iiikI. • 
llie allegations |)n'ferred against him by Col. Whitley. 11. 
had iKJ»t been idle in all that interim. He had sini^ht (>m 
the Government witnesses and *' cooked '* all he could lind 
Id. Not a stone had been left unturned, so far as ho 
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was coucerued, whereby he could obtain or coutrive an ap- 
parent advantage in the forthcoming ordeal arranged for 
him, and he entered Court, with able counsel, to meet tlie 
charges against him with the same defiant s[)irit thatliad 
on similar prior occasions marked his conduct before tbe 
tribunals of justice. But on the first day of this trial, be 
discovered that he had a diflferent style of opponent to battle 
witli from those he had previously encountered. 

Tlie new chief had woven about the guilty man a web of 
evidence he had not counted upon, indeed ! And Biebusch 
quickly saw that for once he had '' reckoned without his 
host." He fled as we have stated, and a week passed ere 
he was recaptured. Chief of Police McDonough, o£ St 
Louis, went for him, and aided by U. S. Detective Eagan, the 
skulking criminal was tracked to a retired spot near St 
1 Louis, above BissePs Point, known as Cabaret Island. With 

I a dozen armed men this place was surrounded. Shots were 

' freely exchanged, and after a lively hunt and skirmish, 

t Biebusch was smoked out of his retreat, and taken once 

more into custody. 

The occasion of his jumping his bail a week previousl] 
; to this last arrest, was found in the fact that Col. Whitlcj 

I' produced as a witness against him the noted Bill Shelley 

\\ one of his confederates. When Biebusch saw this man ii 

': Court, whom he fancied he had " fixed " for certain, th 

criminal wilted. Detective Payman submitted his evidence 

and U. S. District Attorney, Chester H. Krum, of St. Louij 

was bound to convict the man who had so long persecute 

I the community there, since he was convinced that he ha 

positive evidence tJiat rendered this a " dead-sure thing," o 
Biebusch, this time. 

On the second day of the trial, Biebusch did not appca 
The Marehal called him, in open Court. The lawyei 

i 
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okeJ at each other, the Jud^e looked at the lawyers, the 
rovd looked at the coiifuiied court-attendants — but Fred, 
nsiiut forthcoming^. lie had stepped out. The jury was 
lixljawd. District Attorney moved that Biebusch be 
aUfd«ujR>n his bond. The bondsmen were then summoned 
to|»n>luce him — but the bird had escaped, and his bonds 
»en» furfuited to the Government. 

After bin tem|)orary esca|)e, he lived on Cabaret's Island 
^^ a hut, secreted by day, and venturing out only in the 
4*rkucss lo the Point. He was seen one night to meet his 
•ife iu a cornfield, watched, tracked, and discovered. The 
•'ffiwr ordered him to surrender, but he started to flee again, 
^wi shots were fii*cd at him without effect. He mounted 
^ ki^'ii fence, and was just springing this, when he was 
Poppled and brought down, and for the last time placed 
*% in quod. 

He said at the conclusion of this arrest, " I wanted only 
<Q>c to fix up things again. I could have done it. I ran 
•tr from the Court Ix^cause the U. S. Detective force had 
!rared evidence that I couldn't get at, in time, and which I 
Hild not rebut. I couldn't get another continuance, either, 
id I tliought that was my only show. They've got mo 
Gad to rights,' they think, on tliis occasion. But wo 
ill ice. V\c got friends yet, and I sp'ose I can give bail 
liiL I am not ho|ielesH — bad as the chaiKM^s look. But 
r new Detectives can't be ^worked' like tlie old ones — 
It'll a fact." 

d'lien the final trial was resumed, the Qovernment ofii- 
U K?t forth that they were prepared to prove that Bieliusch 
* guilty of .selling counterfuit jf^O jrreeulmcks, and 80 
riiji iiotcn ; witii having spurious plates in his possession ; 
li poising fractional currency ; with empl<»viiig one ** Bill 
sUej *' to engrave bogus plates ; and with 4lisiH>sing of 
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other large sums of counterfeits, in the western eonnti} 
Bicbusch had been hunted down, systematically, and wba 
*' pulled " he resisted, fouglit the officers, was floored am 
ironed. He was then searched and " marked " money foua 
on him, which he had received from one McCabe for couii 
tcrfeits he had sold him. This in February, 1869. Prio 
to this, it was averred that he had employed and paid Bil 
Shelley to cut counterfeit plates, for three years, or moit 
etc., etc. 

Shelley gave his evidence clearly and without falterin{ 
He swore to the facts above briefly enumerated, and volm 
tarily stated that he had had no promises of reward, c 
of leniency towards himself. His object was to tell th 
truth — as he had previously stated to Col. Whitley and hi 
officers — in justice to himself and the U. S. Governmen 
Having made a clean breast of it, and reiterating that h 
had not been under restraint, or in any wise prompted c 
induced to give his evidence, save from a sense of what w« 
right — at last — he retired, and Biebusch plainly despaire 
of further escape from the event which shortly overtoo 
him. In the midst of this trial, originally, one of the jur 
men was approached covertly, by Biebusch (as a final k 
sort,) with the offer of $1000 cash, if he would hold oi 
on the verdict, against an *' agreement." " I want to han 
the jury," sai(> Biebusch to this man, ^'and thus turn tb 
tables upon John Eagan and the rest of the U. S. Dete( 
tives." But this dodge failed him. The juryman wa 
found impracticable for his purpose. He could not brili 
him. At the last trial, it was aimed to ini|)each Shelley' 
evidence, by the defence ; but this did not succeed. A larg 
amount of damaging correspondence between Biebusch an 
his pals was sliown up by the Government ; testimony coi 
roborative of Shelley was brought forward in abundance b 
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litley ; the U. S. District Attorney, Mr. Krum, de- 
in able and exhaustive argument tx) tlm jury ; Judge 
largcd clearly and fairly ; and within one hour from 
they took the case, a verdict of GCII.TY upon all five 
idirtments was returned against Fred Bielmsch, the 
ted koniacker ever known in the great south-west. 
>risoner was at once sentenced to fifteen years con- 
t in the State Prison at Jefferson, Mo., and entered 
I glcx)my incarceration Dec. 13, 1870, at the age of 
en. If he serves out this rightful sentence, Bie- 
111 be sixty two years old at its expiration. He had 
the local and U. S. Detective forces, previously, 
an fifty times, in thirty years! He did not suc- 
[lurchasing or defeating those he defied, at last ; and, 
the present organization of the U. S. Secret Service, 
dangerous rogue has Urns been righteously disposed 
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Ill the month of August 1870, there suddenly appeared 
in the eastern cities an admirably executed counterfeit 820 
note on the National Shoe and Leather Bank, of New York. 
The intelligence of this discovery was telegraphed all over 
the country to business men, bankers, and others interested, 
putting the public upon their guard against this dangerous 
and well contrived imposition. 

Col. Whitley, of the U. S. S. Service, arranged directly a 
plan to reach a probable source, in his estimation, of the 
issue of this counterfeit. Ho despatched one of his Detec- 
tives to communicate with a notable " koniacker," known to 
l)im, surmising that this party knew something about it. 
The dealer lie suspected was an " old settler " in the traffic, 
however, and it was no easy task directly to approach him, 
without exciting suspicion. 

Yet it was highly desirable that steps should bo taken to 
stop the continuance of the issue of this counterfeit — which 
was being largely circulated in other places, and which was 
soon heard from as having been imposed u|>on the com- 
munity in other cities. The Chief looked about him, and 
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having ^veii the requisite instructions to a chosen agent 
cailiiiir liimseir '' Jake Buck," that individual foufid a man 
lately out of the State Prison, who formerly chanced to liave 
Iteeii concerned directly with the Chiefs suspected party, in 
the uttering and circulation of counterfeit money. 

•• Jake Buck " applied to tlie ex-state prison bird, to know 
if he ci»uld sell him some coney. 

*' No," says the the other. "Arc you in the business?" 
'• I would like to buy a little," says Jake. 
•* I don't sell any myself," responds the other, cautiously ; 
•^ \hxX I think 1 might find a man who will accommodate you. 
I » ill >€%\ and let you know to-morrow evening." 

•• All riirht," says I$nck ; and the two acquaintances sepa- 
rate. NVxt evcinny: they meet again — on the same busi- 
iiifss — the ex-pris4)ner having meantime applied to the party 
iti VI hose h4?iTice he formerly "shoved the queer" exten- 
mvcly, and who rememi>ered his old customer, who had 
been •* fmlled " three years previously, for that offence. 

^* Out again? "says the big rogue, u[>on recognizing his 
funDcr fjotron, who sought the former at his residence. 

** Yes," replies the small coney man, " an' I'm dead 
broke, sure's yer live." 

** And what next ? " asks the big dealer. 
** Nothin*. I don't know. Dam 'f I don't think things 
look rattier glum fur a chance. Yer see 1 hain't got a brad 
to mj name." 

** Cleaned out, eh ? " says the big dealer. 
•• liusted. Now if yer like to give an old pal a start 
a|;*m, I'll try it on. What's up ? " 

Tlic dealer assun^s his old fritMid that be fet'ls disposi'd to 
Iiclp him, and at length places an iidmirablv engraved now 
counterteit #20 note in his liamls, to commfiico upcrations 
opi»D. Tills note he takes to his n<'w-l'oun«i niquaiiitanco. 



80 UNITED STATES SECRET. SERVICE. 

Buck, at their appointed second meeting, and the latter buys 
it, at half its represcnteJ value, say $10. 

" When can you supply me with some more ? " asks 
Buck, admiring the excellent imitation. 

" Day after tomorrow," says the ex-prisoner. 

'' Let it be a hundred, then," adds Buck. 

And the gobetwecn in two days moi-e brings five $20*3 
like the first, which Jake Buck readily gobbles, at forty 
cents on the dollar. 

They smoke and drink and separate again ; but not until 
Buck has agreed to take $500 of the queer from the ex- 
prison bird — though he now haggles a little at the price. 

" Say thirty cents on the dollar," suggests Jake. 

" So be it," responds his companion. 

And when they meet again, by appointment, Buck pays 
over the one hundred and fifty dollars in good money, and 
takes his twenty-five new $20 counterfeit notes, which he is 
quite sure have all come from the same original source that 
the first one started from. 

He has been managing all this time to work himself into 
the ex-prisoner's confidence, and he has succeeded, ad- 
mirably. 

" It goes devilish hard," says Buck, " atween ourselves. 
I thought it would go like hot cakes, it was drawd so fine. 
I can use a lieap of it, if 1 could get the coney cheap enough. 
Spose you put me to the ' queer cole maker ' himself, and 
let mo try my luck with /u'm." 

•' Come to the * break o' day drum ' in B Strcct, 

to-morrow night," says the other, confidentially, " and may- 
hap ril p'int him out to ycr." 

Within twenty-four hours, Jake Buck meets the wholesale 

dealer of the queer at the liquor shop in B Street, and 

makes his acquaintance. But this personage is an old sin- 
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and it is only after a lengthened interview, (during 
I he ascertains to his apparent satisfaction from Jake 
^ too has hut lately left prison,) that he gives him 
ira<rement. But having informed the big dealer that 
as ** c(>p{)ed " two years previously, as a " boodle 
^r," and showed him plainly that he was " up to snuff," 
»rnier ap{x)ints a time and place to deliver him a bundle 
new 8t4>ck," at twenty cents on the dollar. 

thus purchases foOO more of the queer for $100 good 
y, diivctly at first hands, and goes his way. A week 
iirards, he finds the dealer again, and arranges for a 

pile. Tlie dealer in the counterfeits then agrees to 
[^r him ^3,000 of the bogus notes for $18 per hundred, 
time named is evening, the place of meeting at the 
I Street Ferry, on the East River. And " Jake Buck," 

is really cnie of the Chiefs Detectives,) reports 
vss forthwith at head-quarters. 

the appointed hour — having thus managed ali*eady to 

purchased several hundred dollars' woilh of trash 
tly from this leading vendor's own hands, he repairs to 
•Vrry House, to receive $3,000 more of the same sort, 
e same denomination of $20's, of which his temporary 

x\ie recently relcase<l prisoner) has also procured and 
t«> him several smaller similar sums ; and the Chief, 

anotlier AtMistant, happens to 1x3 op|X)rtunely near by 
i{K>t of this last appointed meeting, 
t the liig dealer knows the Chief and his Deputies, and 
n't to lie " caught napping." lie's too chary a bird for 
So he comes to the Ferry House and looks cau- 
Iv alK>ut him. He sees *^ Jake," but there are other 
u^ers round. He recognizes none others whom he haa 

befon% however — for the Colonel and his other man 
iy n*prcscnt a plain looking parson, and a slightly in- 
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ebriated mechanic, who are evidently waiting there, in tlie 
throng, to cross in the next boat. 

He observes the half-drunken man, the cove in the white 
^ choker, and Jake, with a cigar in his month, (see illustra- 
tion on page 8) but they are not together. He is anxious 
to get rid of his $3,000 bogus, and to finger the $540 good 
money that Jake is to pay him '' on the sly." He advances 
— *' Jake Buck" tips him the wink, a preconcerted signal 
between Jake and his Chief passes, and the next moment 
the big dealer is stoutly gras[)ed by the sleek parson and his 
" aids, who clap the iron ruffles upon his wrists, and he is a 
fast prisoner, in the hands of the U. S. Secret Service De- 
tectives — very much to his surprise! The counterfeit 
$3,000 are found secreted in his breast coat pocket in a 
neatly closed parcel, and thus the Chief has the famous 
" Bill Oumey^^^ one of the heaviest coney men in America 
" dead to rights ; " and the prime source through which 
have come the cunningly engraved $20 notes then lately 
" shoved " on the market is discovered, beyond peradventure. 

Bill Gurncy is a wily old dog, however. The police had 
had their eyes on him for years, and he has several times 
been pulled — but escaped. He had managed like Pete 
McCartney and Fred. Biebusch to elude conviction or im- 
prisonment in one way or another, and for a long time to 
keep the authorities at fault regarding his secret iufamons 
work. But the U. S. Detectives finally got upon his track, 
and this notorious villain was at last driven to cover, and 
on this occasion was fairly *' nabbed in the hock ! " 

The ex-prison bird, who had been carefully watched, 
meanwhile, was also secured that night ; and thus two 
shrewd counterfeiters — the greater and the less were 
safely lodged in limbo, by means of the cleverly contrived 
but effective ru^e of Col. Whitley and his operatives. 
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TIlis capture of Bill Gurucy, one of the most notoriously 
shrewd and artful koniackers in the United States, was 
highly creditable to the officers of the Secret Sei"vice. But 
lie was yet to be tried for his crime, and he was possessed 
of sufficient ready means to employ the best of legal 
counsel. 

** It's a y^ood job for the * puzzle coves,' " said Bill, hope- 
fully. ** But it's a long way yet to conviction." And 
though this bully coney-man was safe in hand, for the 
iiouce, he cheerfully accepted the forbidding situation which 
lie no unexpectedly found himself placed in, and determin- 
edly set himself to plotting for an early or ultimate release. 

The innumerable legal difficulties that attach to the con* 
rictioii of this class of criminals — especially those among 
the tribe who possess ample ready means, for example — 
are entirely misappreciated by tlie honest community. Oc- 
ca.Monally — though but rarely — a learned Judge is met 
vith who indirectly takes the extraordinary ground that 
^ tlie testimony of Detectives, as a class, should be scruti- 
nized witli great caution, inasmuch as from their occupation 
or calling, and living a life of deceit, their statements on 
tlie witueae-staud are not entitled to the same weight as that 
of men taken from the ordinary good classes of society." 

Now it is a fact not generally known, fierhaps, that the 
C. S. Detectives have no possible contingent pecuniary or 
oUier interest in convicting a counterfeiter. They are paid 
m Mated salary for their services, and are tolerated in the 
etDfiloy of the Government only so long as they do their 
duty promptly, honorably, and efficiently. There are no 
upecial rewards in the system, as at present conducted, and 
their |iay is in no wise contingent on the number of convic- 
tions secured, lliey stand or fall u|H>n their merits and 
capacity, alone, and attain to pmnioted rank in this service 
oaIj iu juat proportion to their official desert^i. 
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It is simply impossible to convict counterfeiters, as a rale, 
without the aid of their confederates. Tlie lesser criminals 
in this socretlv conducted business can alone obtain the con- 
tiJence of the greater villains. And thus it becomes an 
absolute necessity to make use of the minor offenders to aid 
the cause of justice in bringing the leadei^s to account. Tlw 
criminal who has had a dozen illegal transactions with his 
confederate — undertakes the thirteenth in the same good 
faith which attended the first twelve offences — and finds 
himself within the grasp of the law through the defection 
of the man with whom he has long confidently been practis- 
ing his wrong against the community. Can the use of such 
*' living witness" against the evil-doer, (though a confeder- 
ate in lesser degree,) be deemed a doubtful move, in any 
sense, so far as the rights of honest and innocent men are 
concerned ? There can be but otie answer to this query. 
Tlie leading jurists of this country have justly admitted it as 
a settled rule of evidence that '' where the necessities of the 
case comix;! the use of an accomplice as a witness, the 
course is justified ; since the principal offender could not 
otherwise be brought to justice." 

In the instance of the arrest of Bill Gurney, a plan was 
adopted by Col. Whitley (as we have already shown) based 
ujwn the theory thjit to make certain of the capture of this 
great rogue, rcsort must l)e had first to the use of one of his 
accomplices in guilt, and then, in furtherance of that plan, 
to bring into the case one of his own subordinates, in dis- 
guise, " to consummate the proof of his crime," and bring 
the commission of the deed directly home to the chief crim- 
inal. The success of this ruse, in the use of his accomplice, 
is already well known to the public. 

Wm. M. Gurney is now in the prime of life, in yeai-s. 
He is a large, heavily built man, with hard lineaments and 
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liiiister expression of countcnauce. lie looks the comely 
<c<Miii<ir\*l ill feature and form. And his truthful portrait, 
Lftciiitr |>ii^e 77 in tliis work, affords evidence that —ould 
r^-adily pass for an extraordinary |)ei*8ouage, iu comi cie- 

tr. wlieit? he u as not known. His commanding;, well-ucve 
lurni and easy address, served him to good accouiit in his 
iutcre«»urse with the pulilic, and his wide spread acquaint- 
ance with men and women whom he esteemed to lie of the 
nj:ht stamp fi>r liis purposes of evil, enabled iiim to drive 
R •• flunh business " in his reckless profession, for a lengthy 
periled, and to piodly profit. But liis avarice tempted him 
Ui take risks, at times, (as in the instance quoted,) which 
vi^*r heads in liis line of traffic most studiously avoid. 

ills |»arentiige was i*es(iectable, and Bill was reared in 
Saratoga County, in the vicinity of the spot /^here the 
fanliion of the land now pass the summer montlis. When 
a buy. lie amused himself by perusing stories of the won- 
derful exploits of Jack Harold, Paul Clifford, Clau5iT)uval, 
and Jack Shep|>ard ; and t))us imbibed a taste for the 
daring life of this sort of outlaw. At an early age he asso- 
ciated irith cauallers at Albany and Troy, and here he first 
commenced his ^Aiiericuce as a ^' shover of the queer," in a 
field wlierc counterfeit money was readily circulated, and 
at a period when one State bank bill would |)ass as readily 
as anotlier — good or bad. 

ile grew to manliood, and in a few years Bill became one 
of tlie leading ^* queersmen " in New York state. He made 
tlio acquaintance along the Erie Canal, at this time, of 
almost cTery " koniacker,** ** boodle-carrier*' and dealer, largo 
<tr HtnalU in this part of the country — and as he develo|)e(l 
into riper manhood, and reached full six-feet-two in stature, 
lie took tlie lead in the '* coney " business, and for years in- 
dulged himseir in luxury and ease upon the profits of bis 
tbnving counterfeiting trade. 
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At length Bill found his way to the metropolis, naturally. 
The field of his operations could thus be enlarged, and be 
grew avaricious as he grew in years and enjoyed his en- 
hanced opportunities. 

In New York he associated with the leading sporting 
men, or the most prominent and polished of criminal. 
These men thought themselves ^' posted '* in the art and 
science of crime and intrigue ; but Bill soon showed tliem 
a trick or two they had not, previously to making his ac- 
quaintance, been up to. 

Jerry Cowsden, Ike Weber, cranky Tom Hale, Bill Ove^ 
ton, and their chums and pals were then upon their " higli- 
heelcd boots," and did a flourishing business — in their way. 
But Bill Gurncy " came, and saw, and conquered ! " Tlie 
cutters and printers and circulators wanted a leader, and 
the " koniackers " who were then driving a lively business in 
a smallish way, were not averse to hailing a chief among 
their fraternity who had the pluck, the stamina, and the 
" spondulics " at hand to assume the position of head of the 
gang. Bill saw his chance, he had the *' brads," and lie 
" went in." Soon after his appearance amon^ these new 
found companions, plans were laid to put upon the market 
a hundred thousand dollars in counterfeit notes upon the 
Fislikill Bank. 

The press for printing this large sum of " coney !' was es- 
tablished in New York city. The plates were cut, the paper 
procured, but only a few thousand dollars were got upou the 
market. Charley Brockway, alias the '" curly headed kid," 
went back upon his friends. He located the " boodle," and 
'* squealed " on his pals. The result was the whole concern 
was nabbed, and two or three of the operators were " sent 
over." Bill, as usual, ostensibly kept "out of 'this dirt," 
however. 
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When the rebellion broke out, he saw a glorious haul in 
prospective, at once, when the Postal and Legal Tender U. 
S. notes appeared. He put up his money on it, and the 
f^rand results of his efforts at this time were immensely 
|in»fitable. He got out fair counterfeit plates of the $Vs 
tlie m's tlie 810's and the $20*s. These succeeded finely 
— Uut tlie specially successful note was the Legal Tender 
^>0« which proved the most dangerous Counterfeit, as well 
a^ tlie most accurate imitation, of all that ever were got out 
ill tliis country. 

Tliis last named note is defective in the vignette bead, 
wliere tlie buttons of the coat of Hancock are incorrectly 
placed, and upon the left hand corner of the back the re- 
{leated numerals ^^ 50 " are run together irregularly. But 
l4iukers, brokers, merchants, railroad-men — everybody took 
this note without challenging ; and a large quantity were 
iJioved, in all directions. The $50 legal-tender was a prime 
Miccesrt, and the coney men everywhere were jubilant over 
this nicely accomplished imposition, of which not less than 
Italf m million dollars got into market. 

Bill was arrested by the former U. S. Detectives, but he 
was released, about the time this counterfeit was discovered. 
Ue then went to work to introduce another capital bogus 
i«Mtr, after tlie original U. S. Compound Interest note, of 
tlic higher demonination of $100. This undertaking en- 
tailed a heavy outlay of ready cash, but Bill was equal to 
Uie emergency. ^^ Tomig Ned," a pal, who stole tlie back 
impresaions of this note from the U. S. Treasury, and who 
knew all ilie ^^ koniackers '* far and near, was no longer 
needed. Bill and his companioim feared him, and so a plot 
was entered U[>oii to ^^ put him out of harm's way." Ho was 
Iriiitoiicd in Washington, and died an awful ^death. fiia 
tcca*t8 and the confidences of the busy tribe who had con- 
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sorted with him, were buried with him. lu this case, Gar- 
ney was again arrested (for the fifth or sixth time, in New 
York.) but soon found himself at liberty, once more, through 
some gerry-mandering process known only to himself and 
those who then held him in custody. 

For a time he disap{>eared, and it was thought Bill had 
gone into retiiement, under an alias. But he had long iu- 
dulged a taste for gambling, and he " fought the tiger " fear- 
fully, for months — when he awoke one day to find himself 
** dead broke ! " He had lost his handsome fortune, at play, 
and was without funds as well as minus friends. In this 
strait, he went back to his old trade, but tiie tide of his luck 
had turned. He botched whatever he undertook, lost caste, 
gambled, tried first one thing and then another, but all 
failed him. He first pushed the famous Newburgh National 
$10, upon the market, but it was poorly executed, compara- 
tively, and involved all who attempted to shove it in dire 
trouble. Several of his associates were nabbed by the U. 
S. Detectives on this work, and two or three were sent to 
the State Prison, on conviction. Just before he was ar- 
rested by Col. Whitley, Bill made a fortunate strike, how- 
ever, and got in funds, once more. He had laid out the 
programme for some stupendous operations, and would have 
been down upon the public shortly, heavily, had his cateer 
not been fortunately checked, and this base man removed 
from the chance farther to impose on and wTong the public, 
as he had done unblushingly for years and years. He was 
taken, as we have stated ; $3,000 in counterfeit money was 
found upon his pervson at the capture, by Col. Whitley and 
his men; the Chief had thus*' a dead sure thing" on this no- 
torious oiTender; he was taken before the U. S. Commis- 
sioner, and iiyJefault of being able to procure the amount of 
bail required*\$20,000) he was placed in jail to await trial. 
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Tlii« arrest of Gurney placed in the hands of the Qovern- 
lucnt tlie coonterfeit $20 plate upon the National Shoe and 
Li^ather Bank : which will be more fully referred to in a fu- 
tuie article, in the important case of Joshua D. Mrner. 

Guniey married a beautiful and accomplished lady of tlie 
highest res|)ectability some years since, and she ts devotedly 
attaclied to him, as he is to her. She did not know him/ 
buwever. Yet he has always treated her kindly; and the 
misfortune that liefel her in unitiuK her foi*tunes with those 
of llie gambler an<l Counterfeiter — though innocent of any 
knowledge of his base profession — is now intensified by his 
mib^iequent sad but deserved arrest and punishment. 

Bill was convicted, though he boasted his ability to beat 
the Chief ** bloke " of the Secret Service. The jury found 
liim ^t7(y, without leaving the box. He was sentenced by 
Jik]*^ Woodruff, of the U. S. Court, to ten years' imprison- 
ment in the King^s County Penitentiary, and to pay a fme 
of ^IJHH) ; to be coomiitted until paid. 

Tluis ends, for the present, the history of this remarka- 
lih* man, who has filled a large space in the annals of coun- 
terfeiting, in New York State ; and who is now, luckily for 
tlie |cace and welfare of the people — through the active 
real of tlie Secret Service — placed where they will realize, 
at his bauds, no Ceutlier trouble for half a score of years to 
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More than twenty-five years ago, a sharp-eyed, handaot^^ 
boy of sixteen or seventeen was " beating the bush " in N^ 
Hampshire, anxious to make his way, whenever opportuni^-^ 
presented, like most keen young Yankees one meets with \^ 
that money-loving country, where Washington Irving credit^ 
this sort of biped with being especially pailial to th^^ 
acquisition of the *' almighty dollar." He had " boxed th^ 
compass " pretty effectually, thereabouts, and had passed lii^ 
time in various attempts to earn his livelihood — in stable* 
or markets, and generally about the town of Concord, until 
he finally settled himself for a while as an attendant in an 
eating saloon there ; where, through economy and industry, 
he contrived to put by a few dollars for " a rainy day." 

The ambition of this young man was to keep out of debt, 
and work along quietly as he approached his majority, 
hoping to light upon some chance (for which he was con- 
stantly upon the watch) whereby he might " strike a lead" 
that would better his fortunes, and enable him to live 
easily in the future. 

90 
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ived a peculiar fancy for horse-flesh, in his young 
was desirous to become possessed of an animal 
all his own. In the restaurant, he not infre- 
. with strangers and travellers passing up and 
[country, who halted temporarily at this eating- 
tj went, and who often left behind them question- 
g bank bills, which he subsequently discovered 
tor's money-drawer. The restaurant-keeper did 

take these spurious notes ; but, on the contrary, 
d |iassed them off, and smiled at the young man*8 
olicitude on the subject. 

^ood money as any," said his employer. ^ Don't 

1 It all yot9y and it answers our purpose. Lot it 

* 

J the Iwy's eyes were first opened to the chances 
If these lK)gus rags could thus i^adily be 
lat establishment, he mentally argued that there 
IV field of o|>erations to Ik) easily found, if one 
little time to '* pros|)ect for itl" And as the 
thought this affair over at his leisure, he concluded 
ow purchase the horse he coveted, at the earliest 
moment, and then turn his attention to something 
larger {)ecuuiary results than were attainable in 
ly rewarded service of a drudge, in a country 

previously formed an acquaintance with a New 
^-man, who came to the saloon in Concord fro- 
d he had seen him and others ^^ shoving the 
;re so often, that he fancied it wasn*t a difficult 
*liilr he felt assured that this lively business 
He got more intimately conversant with these 
I from New York,** and finally lellL Concoi'd, 
? great metro[)olis, where crime is so commonly 
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cloaked and smothered in fine linen or sanctimonious 
hypocrisy ; and, with a few dollars of his hard-earned good 
money (mixed with a generous sprinkling of the bogus lie 
had gathered,) from one of the very 24th Street horsemen 
who had first incidentally opened his youthful eyes to the 
facility with wliich this thing could ho done, lie bought anJ 
paid for a good stout cob of a horse; with which — anJ s 
lil)eral supply of fresli " coney," furnished him hy parlies ii 
llouston Street, whom he found no difficulty in approachinji 
at that time — the younj:^ man wont forth upon his fir: 
journey in a pilgrimage that has led to ruin wiser heads au 
stouter hearts than even this keen young Yankee then <■ 
subsequently possessed. But he was hoiK?ful, spunky, c^ii 
tious, and well informed ; anii he entered upon the proseci 
tion of his new vocation, with zeal and determination no 
to ** make his pile." 

At Mike 0' Brien's, who was then in his prime, in Ne 
York, the young man made the acquaintance of the note 
" Dock Youug." aficrwards convicted for robbing the U. ! 
mail coach on the highway in Maine, and who was sent ' 
the State Prison there, for this oiVence. The bov's car 
education, after quitting the saloon, was thus obtained 
the association of *' cracksmen " '' conev men," and the 
*- pals." But he was unusually smart for his years — brigl 
intelligent, good looking and daring ; and he soon made i 
his mind that the dealer in the "'queer" rather than t 
'* shover," was the party who piled his gains with t 
greatest ease and celerity. But the way up to this elevat 
position among the '' coney " fraternity was a tortuous ron 
and one that he found '' hard to travel,'' before he reach 
the apex of the then far-away hill-top to which he aspiix 
And so for more than a dozen years, he went and came 
shover, circulator, boodle-carrier, or cracksman, before 
came to be a wholesale dealer. 
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Tl.U y«niih was the afterwards notorious Bill Dow^ a 

taithlul likeness of whom will be found at page 128, whose 

nuiDcnHis exploits as " cracksman " and counterfeit dealer, 

tliruughout the length and breadth of New England, mark 

Vim tA one of the most skillful of conej men that ever 

ftmrislied in America. 

It va.s BilTs custom, afler a varied experience in his 

>wwl? adopted secret trade, to visit New York city, and 

theiioe to take awav from five to ten thousand dollars of 

liogos bills, at a time, upon the State Banks then in opera- 

^ Tlieso sums would last him but a little while, when 

^ »oald return and get another bundle of " stock " which 

^ diAtril)ute<l liimself, or spread abroad through his confi- 

*fltial agents, all over the Eastern country. Large bills he 

^d nut use to advantage in that region, and so he carried 

'^^ « and two's and three's, most frequently. He obtained 

"*'* ntuff through Bill Gurney from Josh. D. Miner; then, as 

^ **'crdays, a big wholesale dealer in the coney. 

^ a cracksman, afterwards. Bill Dow got familiarly ac- 

^^*Uted with Mike O'Brien, Jack Rand, Charley Brock way, 

*^'*I^Jou W. Moore (alias " Chariey Adams,") Tom Shot- 

^^^ d al$ 9 and with tlieso worthies he was engaged for 

• "^^ in his iniquitous trade, sub rosa. Tom Shotwell, 

'^^^'n IS ^^ Blacksmith Tom," furnished the burglarious 

'•01 j^^ He was a gcKxl mechanic, and was constantly in 

' ^ H confidenco and employ. Dow paid all the bills, at 

'**^>th, fur he accumulated money rapidly. Asa leader in 

*** ticfarious work, it fell to his lot to " locate " the jobs, of 

*^^^vh he was the grand manipulator, first and last, |>rior to 

^^^ ofieratioiis of the cracksmen, with whom he was thus 

y^ Xilluiious association. 

<^ill grew to be a very handsome man, aud at 35 to 4*') 
I^ra of age his polished address, gentlemanly bearing, and 



t4 rxnzD states secret service. 

ces.iil miunor* drew aJ'Out him many personal friendSi 
au: :-::^ il.'e Z'^i aiii bad who chaueed to cross his path ptfr 
:V>-i..:.il> or s^.'cial'.y. In his personal ap^iearance, in 
m!d ile life, h? rv>ein''led a wealthy country genlleman, 
:".::u-::i lie w-a.s oviiioiiilv "a man of the world," as well. 

W;;v:i. ill the o 'i;:>o of his laisy caix^er, a hank was t> lie 
" c.iL.kvi/* Bl.I was always near by the scene of operations, 
. :i :!.v w;i:o'.i :•» •' I'ijv <.»iiV" pei-sonally. In the maiiipuk- 
;:jii ».'f the *• q:iee:\'* he liovor trusted the *' kids — " but 
a'.wavs rovreivod and •• plaiited tiie stuff,'' himself. After 
c:';uk".::ir li " orii.>," or bunk suocessfully, and getting away 
w::Ii the *• I'luiidvr," BLII would lav for the *' reward" which 
he know wi«u'.d siit.»rtly Lh? olVored fur the recovery of the 
money. Then he would •• w».»rk back *' the notes, through 
the jMjlice. or ceiiain •• easy "' detectives ; and take his com- 
luissioiis, or share (^atter indirectly negotiating sharply) for 
the return of the lost funds. This course he adopted, be- 
cause the stolon notes were for the greater part the issues 
of the hank thus rohlH.\l ; and such large sums of the same 
kind uf good money were far more difficult to get rid of 
witiiout detection, than were even so many counterfeit notes. 
At the close of such a transaction. Bill would pay ofl* tlie 
*' kids/' the hlacksinitli, and his pals in tbe enterprise, and 
'' go in" again u|H>n a fresh hunt. 

Bill went to New p]ngland. where he readily foimd plenty 
of •• ho<jdle carriers " anxious to assist him and take the 
'• stuff" into the interior, at figures that paid him gener- 
ously, and afforded them large profits. ** Hod Bonney '' of 
New Hampshire, was one of his chief boodle men. These 
agents parcelled the bogus notes out to " i^eddlers," or itiu- 
erant dealers, who '* shoved " it every where in the country 
towns, liberally. Bill travelled in all directions, to oversee 
this work, kept up the supply regularly, and meanwhile was 
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uoall V on the watch for fresh chances to crack a country 
, at an opportune moment. 

i one occasion he succeeded in relieving the Concord 
: of some $300,000 in good money ; and at another 
he made a big " lia " at the Wolf boro', N. H., Bank, 
e amount of money he and his confederates thus ob- 
J was so great that none dared to keep it. They got 
led. ^^ Blacksmith Tom " was afraid to hold it, and 
A quickly secreted in glass jars and buried. It was sub- 
>utly recovered and mostly restored, through the active 
ions of the New York city police, 
ken the famous counterfeit $50 legal tender note came 
the market (already referred to in a previous article) 
« *' coney men " ruslied to New York to obtain bundles 
is admirable specimen of the ^^ queer '^ — which is the 
counterfeit note, of any denomination, ever produced 
uerica, and which deceived all sorts of money judges, 
long fieriod. 

I Dow, Tom Hale, " cranky Tom," Bill Gurney and 
», formed a secret co-jiartnership for the purpose of 
: lhc^e large bogus notes to purchase jewehy and fine 
lies in Boston and Philadelphia. They first bought u 
e watch of ihe Waltham Co., by express, *' C. 0. I).," 
hich they forwanled six of these spurious $«jO notes in 
lent. These notes went througii, the watch was sent 
*w York, tlie bills were defH>Kited in the Bank, paid out 
I, mud the fraud remained undiscovered. The six notes 
DCTcr heard from. This incident is cited to show how 
isitely nice was this imitation note. No one then sus- 
dit. 

It Uie facts herein stated were all subsc^quently ascer- 
d, and Detective Newcomb, now of Col. Whil ley's 
, worked up this case, and found the three hundred 
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Ti.e -LoiK-y'' t*a/fi was as coiumou at one jKjriod for 

n^, in New England, as was the jKiddler's cart ; and it 

looked for in its rounds quite as regularly and niucli 

anxiously, in certain quarters. These " shovers of 

^ queer " j»ut forth myriads of counterfeit notes, and 

Ike vliolc country was surfeited with them, while Dow was 

riotiiif^ over his gains, and pushing things to extremities. 

Tliuu;*h he di<l net realize it, he was hastening to ruin, 

*«itha flowing sail.** Ilis last big " deal " at Springfield 

(viiere he shoved over $10,000 in bogus bank bills,) did 

hiM holiness for him, efTectually. 

Bill had long been watched by the police, and the U. S. 
Detectives got u|K>n his track at length, in earnest. He had 
flludioiLsIy **" kept his eye peeled,^' neveilheless ; and, like 
oilier of his accomplished i)als, he had so managed as to 
elude detection, with great adroitness. But, during the 
retiellion, he run a new rig, furiously, and at last a snare 
delilierately laid by Col. Whitley, for his ca))ture, which 
carried out to successful conclusion as follows. 
Wm. W. Kennock, one of Chief Whitley's Detectives, 
nt forth, under instructions from head-<iuarters, to hunt 
this ofieuder down. Upon tracking Dow, after careful 
search* he ^* lighted *' on him at the town of ilookset, N. 11. 
Kennock directly assumed to represent the professional 
** cracksman,** and u{M>n getting into communication with 
I>i>v, he pretended that he liad himself just made a good 
tiling u|iou a distant country bank, and had come to New 
IJani|«(hire to lie by a while, until the affair sliould cease to 
be talke«l aUiut. lie soon ctmt rived to ingratiate himself 
into Uill's aflectious and confidence, and by dint of careful 
conduct* and the information he jiossessed regarding the 
vavK and maimers of both the queersman and the burglar, 
lliv disguised official got a hold ui)on Dow*s '' tender H|Hit,** 
and tlK*y quickly affiliated. 
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! ; and whom he could manipulate perhaps to advantage 
wne future occasion — for Drake appeared to him to be 
Hit jovial fellow, who was thoroughly posted, 
lus Det<*ctivc Kenuock (alias " Jim Drake " ) wormed 
self into Bill's favor fairly, and got upon the scent of 
? than one of Dow's prospective "jobs" then in con- 
ilatiou. 

prominent confederate of Dow was the notorious Jim 
L wlio was a Deputy Sheriff and Canadian mail agent.* 
rs*. A. B. Newcomb, Del Omo, and Kennock were the 
'. IK'tectives who worked up the Springfield job, in 
h Bill was concerned. Kennock was the man who 
ig the trap and " put the collar " upon Dow at Hookset, 

f Tcnney of LioweU, was another notable companion 
oik 'h. Tenney was an " old dodger," and was too sharp 
r " cleantd out " by the Eastern police, though he was 
lied and waited for, a good while. He too was a con- 

fnujuenter of the tap-room and the " boozing-ken " — 
net his fate finally, as will be seen, hereafter, 
tective Newcomb took Bill Dow from Hookset to Bos- 
and placed liim in charge of the Chief, Col. Wiiitley, 

awaited his arrival there, after having l)een notified 
* arn-ht, by his operatives. Then the Colonel proceeded 
I interview with his prisoner, who at once *' knuckled " 
le Chief, wliose men had nm him '* to close." Dow 
I ! Tlic Chief had hardly been in conclave with him 
u minutes l>efore he " acknowledged the corn," owne«i 
iriy to having lieen in the coney traffic u long time, and 
*d to make discloHures valual)le to the Government. 
fou've got the * dea*! wood' on me, Colonel," said Bill, 

Ifcn-4 WA« iiab«c<)urntlr AiTr«t(Hl !iy Col. Whitlcy'n mm through a cl«verljr 
rd fvar, which U rxpUincd In another chapter of thin work. 
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despondingly. ^^ I know it, and I knock under. ToaVe 
beaten me, and I won't contend. You're rights in the counf \ 
you've taken. I don't complain." 

" Will you plead guilty of being a counterfeiter ? " asked 
the Chief. " We've got this thing on you, dead sure — and 
you can't escape me now, Bill." 

" I know it. I own up. I don't want any trial. I sob- 
mit, and will give you valuable information in reference to 
ihia iniquitous business, hereafter." 

The Chief believed Dow was repentant. He had a wife, 
who was innocent of his evil doings, and Bill exhibited a 
contriteness that seemed real ; while he solemnly promised 
never again to mix in this nefarious work. Col. Wliitley 
put fuith in his contrition and promises, and taking into con- 
sideration certain favorable extenuating circumstances in 
Dow's case, he explained the matter to the Court, when the 
offender was arraigned to answer to the allegation the U. S. 
authorities had against him. 

The Colonel did not believe that Dow was " a hardeued 
criminal," in the usual acceptation of that term. He sin- 
cerely hoped that this young man would reform, in future 
years, and thus he was induced to urge the imposition of no 
unduly harsh sentence upon his prisoner. 

The Court considered the fact that after his arrest Bill 
had given Col. Whitley highly important information in 
reference to the counterfeiting business in New York city, 
and in view of all the circumstances attendant upon the 
case, Dow was sentenced to the State Prison for two years, 
at Charlestown, Mass., without a trial — upon the man's 
pleading " guilty, and nolo contendere^ 

The hope is indulged, that after the expii-ation of this 
lenient sentence, Bill may reform, altogether, in accordance 
with his voluntary pledges solemnly given to Col. Whitleyt 
and that he may yet live to become an honest citizen. 
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Among the 8haq)er8 and adepts in the counterfeiting line, 
t}ie subject of this ^* memoir " held high rank in the estima- 
tioo of his associates ; and few men of his tribe have had a 
more Taried and lively experience than has Jim Boyd — the 
Canadian ** koniacker.*' He was an expert in the details of 
bis infamous occupation, and so cunningly managed his af- 
fairs, in conjunction witli his numerous notorious compan- 
ions in iniquity, tliat the local police were kept at a distance 
for years, and were unable to settle their gripe upon this 
accumplislied, dangerous, and wily operator in the ^' queer." 

He had been frequently hunted, and every conceivable 
plot bad been entered upon, with a view to capture tliis 
ahnewd rogue. He snapped his fingers at the officers, and 
bottiilcd tliat ^ city, state, nor U. S. ^ coppers ' could contrive 
in get ahead of Jim Boyd*s time!'* l^>ld in his plans, 
fUilitle in their execution, {lersistent in his wickedness, and 
defiant in alibis schemes — he went on witii rare smvoss, 
uudiecked in his studied machinations — for scleral years. 
103 * 
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His real name was James Boyd, Jr., but he pdssed undei 
the cognomen which heads this article, and for a period lie 
held the oflBce of Deputy Sheriff, at Prelingsburg, Canada. 
He was also nominally a Detective, informer, merchant, 
traveller — each in turn — and was mail-carrier, and said to 
have been at one time a deputy post-master at the town 
mentioned, where he had resided from his youth upward, 
although born in Massachusetts. In this vicinity, the people 
had become aware that a large amount of counterfeit money 
was in circulation from time to time, and every now and 
then, fresh batches of bogus notes found their way mysteri- 
ously about, among the trades-men. But Boyd was not 
suspected, though from the increase of the coney men in 
that region after a while, one of the streets in the town of 
Frelingsburg was christened '' Coniack " Street. 

At an early period in his life, Boyd had heard a good deal 
about counterfeiting, and he conceived that this profession, 
if well followed, pointed out a right " royal road " to speedy 
fortune. He possessed a money-making turn of mind, and 
thought he saw the way clear to mass up wealth, through 
this lawless means. He married at a very early age, and 
was exceedingly ambitious to get rapidly ahead in pecuniaiy 
condition. 

His first venture in this direction was in the butter trade, 
and he began to earn an honest living through this channel, 
in which business he was moderately fortunate. But this 
slow road to wealth was unsatisfying ; and having previously 
known more than one of his friends who had come to 
possess large means, in a brief space of time, he felt con- 
vinced that the secret of their success lay in manipulating 
the bogus money with which the country over which ho 
travelled was flooded. He looked about him, and from his 
somewhat prominent position and large acquaintance, be 
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fMind little difliculty in getting the ^* iuside track," in a 
ahort timcy among the men who were zealouslj ^^ shoving 
the queer " in his neighborhood. 

Jim was sufficiently secretive in his natural habit, and 
upon entering on bis newly chosen vocatioh, he quickly be- 
came an adept in the business. Ho bought and sold large 
Mims of ^^ coney/* upon his own private account. He en- 
joyed rare facilities, too, for putting these false notes upon 
the market, in various ways. For some time Boyd had a 
gimd run of luck, and thousands of dollars in spurious bank 
tioCes were shoved by this cunning knave, whose avaricious- 
DCHs and recklessness grew with his steady success. But at 
length he went too far, and exposed liis hand. He left 
tlie Colonial limits of Her British Majesty's dominions, and 
frequently crossed the border, and renewed tlie details of his 
bu9«iness u|K>n the soil of the United States. 

Lie went and came, shoved the queer at every opportunity, 
smuggled goods over the line upon occasion, but kept up 
lii« hotel at Frelingsburg in res|X)ctable style, at which house 
be had a goodly company of guests, the American Consul 
being at one time a resident at his house. He was obliged 
Uj visit New York city, to procure his *' stuflf,'* in quantity ; 
aD*l wlien he left, he {Missed up the Hudson, usually, to 
Aibauy and Langsingburg, where he had friends. Thence 
lie joomied to Springfield, to Boston, Lowell and Salem — 
and tlien north to Lawrence, Manchester, and via White 
River Junction to Canada. All along his route, 1^3 scattered 
the ouantcrfeita among his long-time agents, who shoved it 
wlierci'er tliey could put it off, and constuiitly to good uc- 
oi>uot, so far as his profits wei*e concerned. 

Eoulioldened by success, he became cartdess, but always 
continued anxious to make the most of his chances. Every 
effort wan (Mit foiih to catch this man, but ho eluded the 
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officers who wei-e put upon his track. He did not appear 
the desperate man he proved to be. He was quiet, plaus- 
ible, aud pleasant in his intercourse, and was warmly 
attached to his wife, though at one time she caused him 
serious trouble, through her scandalous conduct. He finally 
got into the habit of receiving his counterfeit stock by 
express, and returned the pay by mail — when he did not 
go to New York in person. 

Col. Whitley made himself acquainted with the ante- 
cedents of Boyd, and put a couple of Detectives after him. 
But latterly Jim did not come down, in person, to New 
York so often as in earlier times, as it was found — at 
length — to be a difficult matter to induce him to cross the 
border ; for he was made aware, through his friends, that he 
was being narrowly watched. He continued to sell butter, 
and to venture upon long journies, however — at times — 
always keeping a sharp '' lookout for breakers," yet never- 
theless ever anxious to drive a trade in coney, whenever he 
could do it safely, and especially when the purchaser he met 
was in want of large sums; upon which latter ojKjrations he 
made a good thing out of his transactions, with but little 
trouble, in selling to the right man. And the " right man " 
came along, one day. 

In the course of the search for Boyd, two or three of Col. 
Whitley's Detectives were put upon the scent. One followed 
his track through New England, another went through New 
York, to the border. Messrs. Anchisi and Delomo wer^ 
engaged in the working up of the case. Delomo proceeded 
on this duty as one " Monsieur Lcroy," and Anchisi passed 
as " Charley Bon ; " both Canadian Frenchmen. At Read- 
ing, Mass., one E. J. Ober was discovered — and, by dint of 
management, this man was found to be a friend and corre- 
spondent of Boyd, in whom Jim placed entire confidence. 
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^ Charlej Bon " got into this Cher's fayor, and offered to 
buy t^jOO of the queer of him. Afler a little, Ober told him 
that he obtained his coney of Boyd, and showed Bon the last 
letter he had received from the Canadian dealer, which ran 
as follows : — 

** Can procure you what you want, but not till end of 
month. Any kind you want. Let me know how much 
stuff you dcdire, and the denominations you wish. 

J. Boyd." 

^ Cliarley Bon " (Anchisi) agreed to take his five hun- 
dred in $10's and $20's National Currency, and Boyd soon 
arranged to meet Bon at White River Junction, to deliver 
this sum. It stormed, and he did not appear, on the ap- 
pointed day ; Monsieur Leroy had meantime got acquainted 
with Ober, and took a letter from Ober to Boyd, saying : 

^ The liearcr is all right. He is the friend I wrote you 
about. Whatever he does in relation to business will be 
^ all on tlie square.' " 

E. J. Ober. 

Anchisi learned that a new $2 counterfeit National note 
WiHild soon be out, (as it didy in May following.) Ho met 
DehMuo (alias Mons. Leroy) and they went to Lowell, to- 
petlier, and met at Ordway's '* boozing-ken " near the rail- 
tAMii station, in tlie city of spindles. Here Alf Teniiey, 
another noted New England counterfeiter and shover wan 
encountered, and made '^ a deal" with Anchisi, alias Charley 
Bon. 

Bon assumed the role of a " fence " on this occasion, and 
was roughly attired. He got acquainted with the bar-kecjKir 
of Ordway's drinking-Hhop, and one day there came in a 
Ktraiiger, named Mcljaup:lilin, an ex-state prison bird, who 
ihcKigiit lie recognized him. 



• 
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" Who*8 that f " he enquired of the bar tender, suddenly 
eyeing Anchisi. 

" Tliat ? Charley Bon," said the young man. " Do yo* 
know him ? " 

" Yes, indeed," says McLaughlin. 

And crossing the room, he seized Bon's hand with an 
earnest gripe. 

" Cliarley," he exclaimed, "don't you remember mef^^ 
And then in a low tone he mentioned how they had beel>- 
in Sing-Sing prison together, and how Bon had got ou^ 
first — a few months previously ! 

Bon fell in with tiiis mistake, at once, and they had ^ 
drink together, for " auld lang syne." 

Tims the Detective's disguise was assured. 

This man introduced Tenney, Ordway, and Clarke (Bill 
Dow's travelling agent) to Bon, and all got acquainted 
readily ; as " birds of a feather," &c., &c. At last it was 
arranged that Detective Delomo, who represented " Moos. 
Leroy," should proceed with Ober to Canada, to get the 
X; coney direct from Boyd's hands. Ho reached Boyd, but 

he hadn't the money with him. Leroy wanted $5000 in 
I National Notes. For this large sum it was necessary, Boyd 

said, to go to New York. After some chaffing, Boyd agreed 
to go down to New York city, and deliver Leroy the coney 
there. This was precisely what his customer had long been 
operating for. Ho thus had him upon Yankee soil, and 
would eventually know where all this money came from ; as 
well as to work the job up that they had in hand, so far as 
Boyd was concerned. 

The api>ointed place of meeting in New York was at the 

Revere House, where Leroy was to stop. At this point a 

* report was made to Chief Whitley, and the balance of the 

plan to get a '' dead sure thing " upon Boyd, was at once 



I; 
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animated at Secret Service headquarters. Delomo got 
W monej with which to buy the bogus (at twenty cents 
KJ dollar^ which notes were duly marked by the Chief, 
tlieu ^* Muns. Ceroy " once more appeared at the Revere 
•€, where Boyd had already arrived with the counterfeit 

which lie had obtained in New York of Frank Gleason. 
€S8on was the worst scoundrel of the two, but we shall 
'- to him by-and-by. Boyd was the man the Chief was 

now. Gleason was *' shadowed " directly, however, 
va8 known to be in association with Boyd. At a meet- 
iua lagcr-beer saloon in Fulton Street, Boyd sold to 
lUL Leroy " $1,700 in counterfeits, and arranged to 
cT the balance of the ordered $5,000 in the evening of 
day ; saying that ^^ his man had not succeeded in get- 
so large a sum down, at once ; since he had to go up 
so far for it." 

[>rtly afterwards, Boyd went out, and the Detectives 
red liim to Barclay street, with the Chief in company. 
e op|K)rtune moment '* the jig was up " with Mr. James *■ 
! lie was collared upon the sidewalk, ironed, the 
ed good money that " Leroy " (Detective Delomo) had 
iiim for tlie $1,700 bogus was found upon him, and he 
lonie to tlie Cliiefs office ^^ in a jiffy," not a little cha- 
d as well as astonished that his quondam friend 
IS. Leroy,** who spoke such excellent Canadian French, 
lad hel|ied him tote more than one heavy firkin of but- 
y a customer, as they travelled together, and who as- 
i to put tliose admirably fitting but not over-ornamental 
ruffles u[M>n his wrists, was none other than Louis 
no, a very clever Detective in Col. Whitley's Division 
e U. S. Sijcret Service ! 

may safely \ye affirmed that the ex-hotel keo[)cr, ox- 
T, cx-koniacker, ex-etc, etc., was nonplussed and com- 
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pletely crestfallen. Still, he put the best possible face npo& 
this dash of ill luck in his career. 

Upon his arrest, Boyd was soon brouglit into contact witii 
the Chief, at his oflSce. The case had been consummated 
with entire success, and the prisoner saw that there was no 
escape before him, on this occasion. The marked money 
was taken from him, and upon a brief conversation with tlie 
Colonel, the hitherto lively, busy Canadian — who had bad 
an unusually *' good time," so he averred, thus far in life — 
" squealed " befoi-e the Chief, and owned up that the U. S. 
S. Service men '^ had him foul," at last. He confessed bis 
offence, and declared himself willing to make certain reve- 
lations that would be of advantage to the Government. 

Col. Whitley then made an effort, in conjunction with this 
arrest, to captui*e the bigger sinner of the two, who he was 
well satisfied supplied Boyd and others with these counter- 
feits, without limit — to wit, Prank Gleason. Heat once 
sent Boyd to the Revere House, advising him to " sham 
Abraham," (be ill) and send for Gleason to call upon him — 
which advice Boyd at once appreciated, and in accordance 
with his voluntary promise he carried out his part of the 
arrangement. 

Jim went to bed, apparently sick, at the Revere Hotel. 
He summoned Gleason to his bedside, and the Chief took 
the precaution to have one of his Detectives secreted within 
ear-shot of what subsequently might ensue in conversation 
between these two " pals." Gleason had not been informed 
of Boyd's arrest, and he only knew from the messenger that 
his friend Jim lay sick at the hotel, and desired him to 
come down to him. 

Gleason was too old a rat to be caught with this kind of 
clicese — most probably! At any rate, he didn't go there. 
He sent another man, and this part of the programme did 
not work " all serenely," as it was hoped it might. 
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Boyd was then placed in jail, being unable to obtain the 
requisite amount of bail to satisfy the Court. And at this 
vritiBg, be remains there — his trial not yet having taken 
place. So far as his offence is concerned, Col. Whitley has 
got bim ^ dead to rights '' unquestionably. And thus one 
more dangerous counterfeiter and large dealer in the queer, 
is removed from the sphere of bis long-time damaging and 
dangeroQB operations. 



THE CONNECTICUT 



FORGER AND PLATE PRINTER, 



BBOCKWAT. 



About a score of years since, say in the year 1850, the 
proprietor of a modest printing-establishment in the beauti- 
ful " City of Elms," Conn., was employed by the New Haven 
bank to strike off all its notes, from time to time, from 
plates furnished by the Bank itself, upon paper also supplied 
from the same source. This work was performed (in those 
days) invariably in the presence of two of the Directors of 
the Bank, who stood by the press while the issues were thus 
bein^ worked off, who brought the plates to the printer from 
the bank-vaults, and who as scrupulously noted their return 
to tlie safe again ; where they were locked up until they 
were similarly required for use. 

There was no risk in this performance, and thus uo one 
save the oflScers of the institution had access to these valua- 
ble plates. The paper was peculiar in fabric, and so it 
was difficult to counterfeit this Bank's issues ; which were 
signed, in the old-fashioned way, by the president and 
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^-A'^uitr, iiniividually, as a farther safeguard against uiilaw- 
JUi *iev:€j»tiun. 

There was a single apprentice employed in this oflBce, by 
^ afore mentioned printer, who, as he advanced in years 
^^c promise of becoming a rare good workman — skillful, 
^^ful, artistic, and deeply interested as he was in his pro- 
*^«*iou — whom his master at length consigned to Prof. 

Sill* 

*^*Uman of Yale College, to study the art of electro-chemis- 
^ I tlie expenses of which acquii*ement the master willing- 

^^^cfrayed. The boy became a proficient in this important 
"^^^Doc, and the knowledge he thus obtained served both 

^^^If and his employer to excellent account, in after 

Tlic young man*s name was William Brockway — the 
^Ijject of our present sketch. He was modest, reticent, 
^W*lieaded, quick-witted, and ^' knew a hawk from a hand 
•tw, every time." lie lost no opportunity during the term 
of his studies with Prof. Silliman, to gain all the knowledge 
of thiii science then attainable, and he left his instructor an 
aec4jmplislicd cliemist and a very clever student, to return to 
bis labors again devotedly inthe printing office. 

Tbc boy told his astute but not so well informed employer 
bow some things could bo done, in the course of his busi- 
oess, which vastly pleased him. And so it was agreed l)e- 
iween tliem, one day, that when next the New Haven plates 
came to the office to print more Bank notes from, the at- 
tempt sliould be made to get up a plate of their own — from 
the ori|i^nal— in a way that William suggested would be 
quite feasible. Delighted with the idea, the old knave and 
the young one watched for the future coming of the plates, 
attended by tlio careful solier Directors, with considerable 
•olicitnde, for both man and boy saw in their scheme a heap 
of money in prospective, if the plan conceived should not 
oiiscarrj in Uie attempt to execute it 
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The Bank note paper arrived one day, and then came the 
. burly, staid Directors, with tlie $5 plate, which they cau- 
tiously placed upon the press, and then they stood by to 
count the sheets, and see that only the ordered and recorded 
number of impressions came forth, as had been their usual 
custom. 

The boy worked the press, and a very good workman lie 
was, too. On a sudden (as per arrangement previously 
made l)etween master and apprentice,) the old man called 
the attention of the two Directors to the other side of the 
room, ostensibly to examine the last lot of paper the Bank 
had sent in, which, he said, was inferior in quality. The 
two men turned away for but a moment or two only to find, 
on looking at the paper, that it was all right, while the 
young man deftly took out from beneath his apron an 
impressible ])late, which he slipped in upon the genuine, 
and out again as swiftly — and thus secured a copy in soft 
metal, of the original plate — as perfect as the other. 

He placed this transfer beneath his apron while the backs 
of the two Directors were for the moment turned towards 
him, when they returned to the press, to note that William 
was getting along regularly, and no questions were asked. 
They took their $5 plate back to the bank, subsequently, 
locked it in the big safe, and having thus done their duty as 
members of the august board of which they were hono^ 
able and honest — but innocent members — they slept the 
sleep of eminent gravity and peace, while Bill Brockway 
and his master chuckled over the ingenious ^^ little game" 
tlK;y had so sharply played, upon brief notice, at the Bank's 
cxjionse ! 

The impression Brockway had thus obtained of the 
genuine plate was quite perfect in its transfer, and Bill 
clcctrotyped it, directly. Ue had lately learned the details 
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of this process. He copied it, with a second transfer, 
electrotyped this, and had a (iue copper-faced plate that 
Worked to a charm, precisely like the original. The two 
conspirators now had plate, press, and ink. They lacked 
only bank paper^ to complete their contemplated job. The 
printer procm^ this by degrees, and finally got sufficient to 
work off twenty thousand impressions of the $5 note — 
equalling 9100,000 in money ! 

This huge amount was nicely prepared, and then the 
notes had only to be signed fairly, and their fortunes were 
made. Brockway was a good penman, and at it they went. 
In a few days, the pile was ready to ^^ shore." And within 
a few weeks, the whole of it found its way into markets in 
different directions. It was so precisely like the genuine 
(of the old style of Bank notes,) that it was not questioned, 
but passed as freely from hand to hand, in trade, through 
the banks — and especially at a "distance — that the enter- 
(irii^ proved a prime success, and even the New Haven 
Bank people themselves received these notes for a time, 
oucballenged. But tlie forged signatures of the officers at 
last roused suspicion. 

These notes were then examined, compared with the 
gennine, and the impressions were pronounced to have been 
taken from the genuine plates, iure. There were now found 
a good many of them. How had they been printed ? was 
tbe 'query. Tlie original plate was in the Bank vault, 
intact. The mystery was inexplicable. The two watchful 
IMrectors had performed their duty faithfully, and no one 
liad liad access to tiie genuine plates, save thcuiHclves. It 
wan a very strange rcMult. And finully it was delcrniincil 
tluU an exact copy of (ho $o plate must have been obtained 
by Xi^jninUr ; nobody could say how, or when. 

Tbe Bank tlienceforth did their printing in their own 
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establishment. Tliey redeemed the spurious notes, (for 
they were evidently from the true plate which at that period 
was not so elaborately executed or printed as those at die 
present day,) and tiie affair remained unexplained, and m- 
explainable. 

There were but two or tliree persons in this secret. The 
printer swindled Brockway out of his share of profits, in 
the foul undertaking, but gave him the $5 plate, at last 
Bill then got out a five on the North River Bank, and one 
of §2 on the N. Y. State Bank. This last was poorly exe- 
cuted, and the shovers of it got into trouble, directly ; Brock- 
way himself being among tiic parties indicted by the Grand 
Jury for uttering this forgery. $250 reward was offered for 
Bill's arrest, and the Police run him out of New York into 
the Jersey woods, back of Bergen Hill ; whore he skulked 
for several days, and well nigh starved to death. He wts 
caught, and was almost famished, when taken. 

Upon his capture, he was fed and secured in quod, where 
he subsequently gave up all the counterfeit plates he had. 
But the New Haven Bank officers would not believe the tale 
about the transfer plate, until it was placed in their hands, 
and informed of the name of the young man in whose poa- 
session it had been found. He was convicted soon afle^ 
wards upon the $5 Noilh River Bank plate charge, and 
sent to tiie Slate Prison for six years. This was Bill's first 
apiKiarance publicly. as forger and counterfeiter. 

He got out of prison years afterwards, and went to work at 
his old business, immediately. Since then a variety of ex- 
ploits are credited to him — among the chief of which was 
his stated connection with the great United States 7.80 
Bond counterfeit, of which $1)0,000 in value found their 
way, through the hands of our first American bankers, di- 
rectly back to the Treasury at Washington, before any one 
suspected tliat exquisite imitation of the original. 
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How liad this work been accomplished ? 

Nobody could answer. 

Indeed no one could positively say whether or not the6e 
Bonds were genuine ! It fell out one day that two returned 
Butidd at the Treasury bore the same number upon their 
faces. But none could determine for a time which was 
which, so admirably were both finished, in every ])articuiar. 
It has taken three years to decide this knotty question, al- 
readf. And to-day there are current more good theories 
than one, as to tlie probabiHties. 

Jay Cooke, and others wiio had received and sent these 
91,000 counterfeit or spurious Bonds back to the Treasury, 
legally contested the question of their alleged falsity, and 
after a lengthened bearing in the Courts, the Government ol>- 
tained a verdict in its favor. They were thus pronounced 
eounterfeits, though tlie otiier side claimed that they must 
limvc been printed from the genuine plates, through some 
•arreptitioua means, (f they were irregular. But the dc[)OS- 
ttuns of tlie bonds were com|)elled by the decision of the 
Court to ^ pocket this loss,'* at last. 

When Brockway was arrested and charged with having 
had some connection with this monstrous fraud, it was 
argued tliat he must have contrived in some way to have gut 
into tlie Printing Department of the U. S. Treasury, where 
be deftly played the same ^me that he was known to have 
practiced in New Ilaven. 

It was also alleged that he had in this, or some other 
inexplicable way, obtained an inifircssion of the orit^iiial 
iJates, from which he had printed these perfect imitatimi 
Bonds. But nothing apitears clearly ever to have Uh^u 
Jmotm about all this complicated transaction.^ Still, Hill 
waa ** polled,*' and tlie Detectives went at him, ho{)efully. 

This occurred in 1867, before Col. Whitley was ap{>ointed 
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Chief of the U. S. Secret SeiTice Division. Brockway was 
the only man known in the c^mntry who }x>ssessed the abiiitj 
to accomplish thU kind of feat in counterfeiting; to wit, 
the accurate transferring of the face of a plate, by electro- 
type process, from which the fine steel-plate engraving could 
be so nicely reproduced. 

But he was arrested, and very soon afterwards was 
" turned up " by somebody, and went clear. Did he buy 
his way out of this dilemma ? He had ample means to do 
this. Gould he have so planned his affair? With whom? 
And how did he csca|)e ? " That is the question!'^ 

lie did go free. It was said that there was no positive 
legal proof forthcoming to condemn him. Yet a plate, 
(said to have been the actual one from which these spurious 
Bonds had been printed,) was, through some miknown 
process, produced ; and then Brockway was permitted to go 
about his business. Whether, the prisoner turned this 
plate out, or whether somebody else did it, has never l)een 
satisfactorily shown, nor has it been settled that this plate, 
however obtained, was the plate from which the Bonds in 
question were printed, at all ! 

He gave bail for $20,000. When his sureties were called 
for, his wile promi)tly drew from her bosom forty $1000 U. 
S. Bonds, and stood ready to back the bondsmen who signed 
BilTs bail. But the whole matter became involved in fog, 
and thus it " hung fire " for months. Then it was drop|»ed, 
and Brockway went his way. The reasons for this action 
are best known to those who had the management of the 
case, and whom Brockway charged with having profited 
pecuniarily by this result in Bill's favor. This counterfeit, 
or copy, of the ti-ue plate for $1000 was traced, and when 
sent to the United States Treasury, was in a damaged con- 
dition. Then it was that the difficulty arose as to its actual 
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ffeDu'iDeness. It was carefully and critically compared with 
the original, but it was so battered that no decided opinion 
could lie arrived at, nor could anybody divine why it was 
thuH disfigured — which to say the least of it was very ex- 
timi>rdiuary. Why^ and by whom had this plate been so 
hruist^d and defaced ? 

Brockway having l>een seized in New Jersey, ho was 
traiis|»orted to and from Newark several times, which cost 
him some 95000 or $10,000 during the course of tlie 
examination into the mystery. But finally ^^ Charley 
Adams,*' wlio was an old '^ pal " of Bill's, was arrested 
down in Maine, was convicted of burglary, and sent to the 
State Prison, there. " Charley " declared that Brockway 
could have saved him — but his old chum declined to come 
to Adams' aid, and he went up. For this neglect, the latter 
was very bitter in denouncing Brockway. 

Upon tlie Jay Cooke trial, the Jury decided the Bonds 
were •* counterfeit.'' On this verdict being rendered, Brock- 
way was again arrested in New York, and committed to 
liudlow Street jail, in default of furnishing bail on that 
occmiiion in Uie required sum of $30,000. 

Wm. Brockway had two aliases, and was known to the 
authorities and the coney fraternity as ^^ Billy Spencer,*' and 
- Long Bill." When he was arrested in 1870, Bill had his 
own story of this very foggy affair, which he declarcMl to he 
a course of persecution towards him, througliout ! lie 
aAM.'rts that certain parties picked him up, and tVoin the 
Mart, attempted to ^^ beat him" out of a pile of hush-mont^ . 
in consideration of the payment of which ho was to ho set at 
lilierty. He says he lived in Philudelphia, and was anestiMl 
tlkcre in *67, and taken thence to Taylor's iiotol, in Jcisrv 
Citv, whence he was afterwards renioviMl to and from 
Newark, nominally for trial, on a charge of being a counter- 
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feitor. But, as tlieix) could be adduced no proof against 
him, he was discharged. 

He got bail, readily, on that charge, and about the middle 
of 1870, one of his former accusers, (whom he names,) 
came to him and informed him that he ^^ could save him 
serious trouble, if he would give him $1,000 in cash." He 
declined, and was arrested again, but he was afberwanls 
notitied that "he was not the man" thcj wanted. This 
same ex-i>fBcer met Brock way six months afterwards, and 
offered, if Brockway would give him 85,000, that he would 
show B. how to get out of liis scrape. He had a valuable 
secret, he said, which he would sell to Brockway, etc, out of 
which, with his genius, a fortune could be realized. But 
Brockway adds that he refused to have anything to do with 
any such proposal or " secret." 

All this, and more of the same sort, is cliarged by Brock- 
way u|)on the heads of others. In conclusion, he stoutly 
avers that he has had no connection with any of these 
transactions, and affirms, with a show of apparent injured 
innocence, that " no man, alive or dead, could say trutlifullj 
that he is now connected, in any manner, with counterfeiten 
or coney dealers." 

His case is a very curious one. He is talented, sharp 
taciturn, and knows liow to " keep his counsel," despite al 
that is charged against him. He is unquestionably a pol 
ishcd rogue. If all that is stated so freely about Brockwaj 
is true, he ought long since to have been " put away." Bui 
his case is an interesting as well as a melancholy instance 
of the prostitution of rare talents to the basest purposes 
That the allegations preferreii against him for years an 
mainly tnie, no one who has studied the facts in the ovi 
dence that has accumulated against him can doubt. 

That he may have been the victim of the rapacity oi 
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ties some years ago, whom he openly denounces and 
rgeA with attempts at sul>ornation of witnesses, of offer- 
to accept bribes, of cheating him witli fair promises they 
er intended to perform, of ^^ beating him " out of thou- 
ds of dollars, and ^^ crying for more," of leeching him 

wronging him at every turn, for their own aggrandize- 
it — there is a deal too much of plausibility. And the 

msy not as yet have been reached ! 
trockway is a plausible but innately determined person, 
. bma given the police, as well as the U. S. authorities, an 
Dense amount of trouble. It has come out, in the course 
tlie tedious, tortuous examinations and trials to which this 
b deceiver lias been subjected in the past three or four 
rs, that lie has been the intended victim of a series of ex- 
iments at black-mailing, unparalleled in criminal annals. 
Je lias studiously battled against these attempts, and 
adily refused to submit to the unrighteous and selfish do- 
uds of those whom he declares have thus persecuted 
a. Plenary proof is furnished that plans have been laid 
IS to ** clean him out" of his ill-gotten gains; but ho has 
utly refused to succumb to the pressure brought to bear 
liust him, in past years ; and hence much of the fierce 
tnity he has incurred, in certain directions. 
Diat lie is a precious knave, and one of the guiltiest rns- 
is in tlie land, as forger and counterfeiter, there is not the 
ghtest question. And that iiumi of his assertions in re- 
ion to the villainous coui*ho pursued towards him, by those 
on whom he so fiercely turns, in his adversity, are equally 
le, it may now well be believed. 

At tlie same time he has escu|)ed conviction, latterly, and 
now at large ; though he is not known to have olTended, 
x'Utly — and it is sup|)Osed he has given up his old trade, 
is to be boiied — altogether. 



THOMAS E. LONERGAJSr, 



OPERATIVE, U. S. SECRET SERVICE. 



Among the portraits which are scattered through iiui 
volume, are several engraved from photographs of leti- 
ing Detectives in the United States Secret Service ; whiA 
pictures represent these gentlemen, fairly au naturd. The 
brief account incur present chapter relates to Thomas & 
Lonergan, now resident at Chicago, IlL 

Mr. Lonergan has been highly successful in his offidil 
experience, and in some of the most important captares 
of counterfeiters in America, he has taken an active part in 
the success resulting. 

He is a native of Lockport, 111., where he was bom, in 
1844. He was educated at the University of Notre Dame, 
Ind., which he left in the year 1861, at the breaking out of 
the rebdlion, at which time he entered the Union army as a 
private soldier — joining the 90th Illinois Volunteer lu&o- 
try, of which he was appointed Sergeant Major. 

After serving creditably in the Union army at the South, 
Mr. Lonergan passed examination for and received an 
appointment to West Point Military Academy, from the 
'^ Army of the Tennessee " in October, 1863. He was reo- 

122 
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^Hiended by Maj. Gten. W. T. Sherman, for Caplain in 
7 Illinois Regiment, but was wounded at the battle of 
^^on Ridge in November '63, which resulted in the 
^rtial loss of his right hand, and his unfitness in conse- 
Oeiice for future military service. 

He was discharged from the field in April, 1864, and 
)un returning to Chicago, he received an appointment to a 
[^rkship in the Post-Office at that city, but resigned that 
sition to enter the employment of Allan Pinkerton, of the 
National Detective Agency." Mr. Lonergan was ap- 
inted Superintendent of Pinkerton*s Chicago office, and 
lanferred to and opened his office at Philadelphia, in the 
►uth of June, 1866. In the fall of that year he assumed 
irge of Pinkerton's New York office. Resigned in July, 
\ and then assumed the editorial chair of the New York 
tt, and the Professorship of Military Tactics at the Peo- 
i'B College, New York. 

He resigned these places in May, 1868, and accepted a 
si on the editorial staff of the Ciiicago Republican, where 

remained until he was appointed Chief Operative in the 
estem Division of the United States Secret Service (in 
bmary, 1870,) and was placed in charge of the Chicago 
strict, by Col. H. C. Whitley, the present Chief, whercJ 
r. Lonergan is now officially established. 
Tliis energetic officer ha proved an able and efficient 
tfistant in the Department in which in latter years he has 
en engaged ; and since < ergy and application will ac- 
ruplish any thing that cai i done in this world, his ap- 
L^iation of tiiis theory I induced him to apply his 
ent« in truest towardi achieving excellence in his 
opted role — for ^^ no talents, no circumstances, no op|M)r- 
lities/* says Goethe, ^^ will make a two-legged animal a 
(H, without energy.*' 
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Mr. Loiicrgau is, at this writing, in the prime of manho 
of good features, well made frame, though not oversis 
and in the course of the performance of his duties I 
proved himself a shrewd, careful, discreet and enterpiis 
aid in the detection of criminals ; while his general succ 
has been quite equal to that of his compeers, among wli 
he is justly and favorably esteemed. 

He is now less than thirty years old, but in the coi 
of his career as Detective, he has worked up individually 
in conjunction with associates in tlie Service, several t 
important cases of criminal offenders where conviction i 
imprisonment have followed upon the arrests made by hi 
and at this time he enjoys the confidence of his superion 
an eminent degree, as well as the good will and favor of 
business connnunity, whose best interests he looks aftei 
carefully and so well. 

In the pages of our present volume, further on, will 
found under the caption of " Eli Brotvn^ of Chicago," 
interesting account of a most curious case worked up throi 
Mr. Lonergan's management, to the details of which i: 
dents the reader is referred more particularly for the chai 
teristics and skill of Mr. L. as a Detective officer. 
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OLD IL.A.ME SA.M,'' 



AND HIS MYSTERIOUS CANE. 



SAKUEL BROWN. 



The residents and possers-by in the Bowery, on Hestor 
flireet^ and along the byways adjacent tliereto, will not have 
fon^tten a limping, oldish man, who perambulated that 
Ticinity regularly for a long period, until within a year or 
two— slightly iialsied, but decently attired, like a farmer 
or up^ountryman — leaning upon his stout cane, which he 
iurariably carried with him, as a support for his at times 
uer\ous and tremuUnis limbs, and who was familiarly known 
aA •*01d Sam,*' of — nolKKly knew where, precisely ; though 
it was asserted by those who knew him l)e8t that he had 
a domicile somewhere in New Jersey. This eccentric in- 
dividual in the subject of our ])resent chapter, and his his- 
tury will 1)6 found an entertaining one. 

Uc was generally known by the sobricpiet of " Lame Sam," 
and his every-day innocent manner of K|)eech, and the 
plraaant smile that almost couKtiintly iK^i-vuded the l)enig- 
nant expression of his features, notwithstanding his halting 
and apparently irksome style of locomotion, could not but 
1» 
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be remarked by those who so frequeutlj met him, in fti 
course of Iiis regular diurual peregrinations. 

^^ Lame Sam " was not a saint. To watch him upon i 
Sabbath, when he wended his way to church, for example, 
while he wandered through the city route, or when he vent 
into the suburbs (as he often did) for a change of air vA 
scene — it might readily have been imagined that the "good 
old man " entered the sacred edifice to " sit beneath the 
droppings of the sanctuary," with right good purpose ! 

But his designs were always pre-eminently selfish, neTe^ 
thclcss. Sam attended church, as he performed other 
acts in his strange life, with sinister motives. And he 
rarely did anything without intendmg^vX least, that in the 
end it should redound to his pecuniary profit. He was 
secretly an arch rogue, though he was constantly being mis- 
taken for " a good old soul," a sage, a well-to-do countiy- 
man, or "any other man "save what he really was — to 
wit, a shrewd, close-mouthed, wary scamp of the first de- 
gree ; and the pal, sub rosa, of that notorious counterfeiter, 
burglar, and saic-blower — Wal' Crosby ; of whom we shall 
write more in detail in another chapter. 

Old Sam had "run his rig," for years. He had systfr 
matically " sliovcd the queer " wherever he could find an 
opening in his journeys, and he was utterly devoid of princi- 
ple, mdlgr6 his good honest looking face ; a glance at whicli 
would ordinarily impress upon a stranger the idea that 
butter would scarcely melt in this old fellow's mouth. He 
had followed his quiet business of passing counterfeit monej 
so long, and with such remarkably good luck, that from hia 
accumulated savings he was able to purchase and pay for a 
very decent farm in Quakertown, near the Pennsylvania 
line, which yielded him, for a considerable period, a nol 
indiflcrent percentage of return for his investment. 
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?am was ingenious. A " smart old cuss," some of 
ing ones called him. And he was continually ^' on 
." But he followed his base calling so plausibly, 
agly, so piously, and so carefully withal, that no 
gilt he was aught but what he seemed — as he 
kbuut tlio town or city, seeking whom and what he 
)ick up." 

lus he went and came, and limped about, an object 
ily sympathy, wherever he made acquaintances, 
r susficcted him, and none knew the rogue who 
in old Sam's clothes — until one day Chief Whitley 
his track, and followed out a little plan he laid to 
tough old boy, who had so long enjoyed his leisure 
iricks, at tlie expense of the people amongst whom 
?yed. 

lick, stout cane Old Sam continually carried about 
a was a very serviceable staff, and ^^ really he 
^t on without it, he was bo lame," he declared. It 
ronstant companion, everywhere. It was a valuable 
o hini« indeed, and it was $o handy that he never 
, day or night. But one day a Detective, under 
ym Col. Whitley, "shadowed" this gray old sinner, 
ned a new "dodge," before ho quit the trail of 
lain, resfiectable looking " Lame Sam." 
detective called himself " Simon Rugg," for short- 
ing this little enterprise. A great deal of bogus 
ad licen circulated in New Jersey and down hi 
1, in small hums, and the attention of the Chief had 
led to this grievance. So Mr. Simon Rugg was 
LKik for the*'8hovers of the queer" in that h)cal- 
directed to return a re|)ort, as usual, at the earliest 

m WOH in tlio habit of trarclUug upou brief triiw of 
6 
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a day or two at a time, and with very little luggage. BIi 
big straight cajie was always in his hand, howcyer, and he 
was very careful to place it whei^ it would not be mistaken 
ibr aiHjthers. For without this, liow could he get along 
with his business ? Uo couldn't^ indeed ! 

Mr. Simon Rugg was not long in discovering old Sam's 
partiality for this clumsy looking staiT, and the circumstance 
interested him. lie travelled with Sam. Met liim ou the 
road. Saw him in the country taverns, in the Boweiy, in 
the beer-saloon ; drank with him, chatted with him, and got 
acquainted with him. And one day Mr. Bugg saw old Sam 
quietly shove a ten-dollar counterfeit note upon a poor hotd- 
kecper. lie watched him, and saw the respectable looking 
old gentleman try the same trick in another place, and 
another. 

And Mr. " Simon Rugg " went for " Lame Sam," ao* 
cordingly. 

The ancient reprobate was at this time upon his old 
8tami>ing-ground, in New Jersey. Rugg had " spotted Inm** 
at the little hotel, first. He went into that establishment 
just as the old gent left, where ho inquired if Sam had 
spent any money there. 

*' Yes," responds the landlord, " fifty cents. He'a a 
cussid ole miser — never stays over night.*' 

" What money did he give you ? " asks Rugg. 

" A ten-dollar note." 

" Have you got it now ? " says Rugg. 

" Yes. Ilere it is." And the hotel man produces it 

" lt\s a counterfeit," says Rugg, quietly. 

" A what ! " exclaims the tavern-keeper. 

'* A * dead-beat,' old fellow. Not worth a penny." 

" Danimini," begins the landlord — 

" Quiet, now, my friend. 1 am a United States Detective 
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in the Secret Service. Leave it to me. Take care of 
money till I return." 

Out gucd Rugg, and overhauls old Sam, down the road 
distance. 

Tlie old man has just come out of the country store near 
fay, wliere lie had made the proprietor a similar visit. 

^ My darter/' said Sam, *^ wants me to bring her three 
ymrds o* blue cambric, if yer've got good cambric." 

*• Ye«, we Iiave," says the storekeeper. 

^ How much is it ? " asks Sam. 

** Sixty cents, sir.** 

^ AiD*t that a leetle high for it ? ** 

** No. Cheap as a broom.** 

*• Well, ef you say so — all right.'* 

And lie hands Aim a bogus $10 National note, and leaves 
with the ^* cambric for his darter/' and nine dollars and 
forty cents in good money. 

31r. Simon Rugg lias so changed his dress, beard, hat, and 
grncral appearance, tliat Lame Sam don't know him ^^ from 
Criur and sixpence! ** And l)eside8, the young man who now 
mddenly approaches him, is certainly a little the worse for 
liquor. Ue has plainly l)een indulging in more than one 
draught of ^^ Jersey Lightning," as Sam observes. 

^ What*s up ? '* queries Rugg, as he tumbles upon the old 
fellow, pretending to be slightly drunk. ^^ How ar' ye — olo 
chap, *ic ? Ware yer goin' ? " 

Lame Sam halts. Tliey sit down by the roadside, and 
cliaff a little. Simon Rugg asks the old gent what he's got 
in his bundle, and learns where he just purchased the cam- 
bric. Sam iNiints him back to the store — for Ilu^g ^^ wants 
to get some cotton and thread for his old *onmn, and is a 
straiiger tliere." Then he takes out a good $10 note and 
ioduoes the old fellow to break it for him. Old Sam sees 
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his chance again, and gives Bugg two $5 counterfeits, for &« 
good $10, for his new acquaintance is too drunk to knowi 
bad bill from a hole in the ground — so Sam imagines! 

Simon insists that Lame Sam shall return with him to the 
store ; and then they will go along the same poad together to 
the next village ; which proposal Sam agrees to. Just u 
they are starting, Bugg notes the familiar old cane agarin. 

" It's a cur'ous cane — this 'ic is," says Simon, hiccougli- 
ing out the sentence, and gently taking it from Sam's hand. 
Then he turns it over, and twists the big round ^landle, to 
find that it turns upon a screw. He actually unscrews the 
head, and discovers a string attached to tlie inside of the 
handle. 

Old Sam is on nettles by this time, but he's a wily dog, 
and he manages himself admirably. 

Bugg pulls this string, (which has a button at its lower 
end) and out tumbles a roll of bank notes! He 'continues 
to tug away, and out tumbles another, and anoiker— a 
dozen small snug rolls of ten and five-dollar bills. 

In his aiTectcd drunken surprise and fun, Bugg is seem- 
ingly delighted — while Lame Sam is all amazement, at this 
ex\yos6. 

" Why, yer rich — rich, old fellow ! " exclaims Bugg. 

Sam gathers up the rolls. 

" Do you think they're good?^^ queries Sam, his wits com 
ing quickly to his aid. 

Bug'j; looks them all over, and pronounces them " good, o' 
course, 'ic — 6* their kind" But he sees at a glance, tliat 
every one of them arc recent counterfeits. 

" It's very cxtro'nnary," mutters Sam. " I've bed that 
ar' cane now, more'n twenty year. My dead father left it to 
me ; an' I never thought to look at this cur'ous arrangement 
of the handle, afore — never! '* 
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rentjr 'ic year ? '' sajs drunken Simon. " Well — an' 

had it *ic all Uie time 7 " 

» — never goes out o' my hands.'' 

notice — 'ic — that these bills hain't bin printed, 

i^ to their dates, 'ic — more ner three years — 'ic — 

ii," gulps Bugg. 

I was a poser ! 

Sam picked them all up, and said, ^^ Well, let's go an' 

bat you want at the store, an' we'll come back 

cr." 

» we will," responds Simon, stumbling to his feet. ^*I 

^t the cotton for the ole 'omau." And away they 

d. 

toon as they enter the shop, Bugg says quietly to the 

irtor, ^^ Did this old fellow buy some cambric here 

• 

» — an hour ago," responds the store man. 
hat did he pay for it with ? " 

lis/* answers the shop-keeper, turning out the $10 
irg bill, iiistantcr. 

s a counterfeit," says Rugg, coolly, 
j/' exclaims Sam ; ^^ that can't be. Til take it right 
vlicre I got it, if that's so. Tm a olo man, an' my 
I none o' the l)cst. How they do take advantage of a 
;iiorant olu croetur, whenever they can ! " 
1 the tears came into the ancient hypocrite's peepers, 
routemplated the extent of this outrage. 
I fumbles his pockets, and gets out ten good dollars, 
I apparent deep distress, he \a al>out to depart, when 
fwho has suddenly become sober!) asks old ^am if 
money i8 like tliiH, which, it seemH, is just like that 
lias l>een wormed out of the hollow cane. To which 
lys he ^^ railly can't say, his eyes is 90 bad ho cau*t 
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« Well, let's go to the hotel, an' take a drink," saji 
Simon — which Sam agrees to — though he would twj 
much like to get rid of this man. 

Arriving at the tavern, Rugg calls the landlord. " Wheiei 
the $10 note ? " 

" Here," replies Boniface. 

" Did this man pass it to you ? " 

** Yes, that's the man." 

" What change did you give him ? " 

" Nine dollars and a half." 

The next moment Simon seized Old Sam and *'wei* 
through him." He first found the landlord's nine dolto 
and a half in his pocket, then iiis own good marked $10 note, 
for which Sam had given him two counterfeit ^•j's, besidesthe 
reserve funds found (over $400) all counterfeit, rolled x\ 
within the cane ! 

'* Where did you get this money from ? " asked Rugg, no^ 
thoroughly sober. 

" I brought it from home. I've been to see my sic 
darter," commences Sam. 

'' That's played out," exclaimed Rugg, throwing off li 
disguise of board. " I'm a U. S. Detective, from the Sccr 
Service Division. You're an old liar and counterfeit* 
And you're my prisoner ! " 

The Detective lost no time in placing the " irons " up 
the aged culprit's wrists, and after a brief journey by rail 
the cost of which ride Old Sam congratulated himself i 
not tax his pocket — Mr. " Simon Rugg "had his prisoi 
before the Chief, at his New York head quarters. 

However we may account for the peculiar influence 
mental power which Col. Whitley possesses over si 
hardened criminals, upon these occasions of arrest, the^ 
remains that, as a rule, when once thoy find themsel 
thus in his power and presence, the victims cave. 
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>M Sam looked into the cold, stolid face of the Chief, who 
lre?*sod but a few chosen words to hiin, when the latter 
luealtMl/' and *' freed his mind." Ho then informed 
. Whitley that ho procured his counterfeit money of 
^r Crojvljy, the coney dealer, and owned up to having 
Tied c»n the business of ** shoving the queer " himself 

many years in New York and vicinity, in New Jersey, 
dryland, and other places. 
Lame Sam pleaded guilty upon being arraigned before the 

S. Court in New York, and was sentenced to four years' 
i|)riM>nment at King*s County Penitentiary, where he 
Oow serving out his time. 

Tliu.H one more dangerous coney man was disposed of, 
HM^e habit had Iteen, according to his own acknowledgment 
G>1. Whitley, to ])alm off large sums of worthless coun- 
fcitH u|ion the unsuA|)ecting public, every year : and he 
1 done thiii continuously for nearly a quarter of a century 
re or Ichs. 

5«j<Ml-bye, " Lame Sam." May you live to repent, reform, 
I lie happy I And if you should ever chance to meet with 
s reference to your eccentric history, let us commend to 
ir careful consideration this tnithful axiom ; that ^^ honesty 
lot only the deepest [lolicy, but the highest wisdom ; 
oe, however difficult it may be for integrity to get cm, 
I a Uiousand times more difficult in the end, for knavery 



TREj^SOlSr IN 



THE DETECTIVE SERVICE 



SAM FELKEB,— EX-DETECTIVE. 



In the tortuous course of duty imposed by the circumst 
ces surrounding their oflScial life, Detectives meet with 
stacks which are not conceived of by the public, who li 
so little of their actually intricate labors. But among 
difficulties these officials encounter, none have proved n 
obnoxious and disheartening than the studied opj)08ition 
is occasionally found in instances where self-constituted 
ex-detectives thrust themselves between discovered crimi 
ai>d the official operatives — for pay — in the interesi 
offenders. In our present chapter, we give a brief exen 
fication of this unfortunate state of things. 

The traitorous career of the notorious individual wl 
name heads this chapter, has been marked by a series of 
strangest of developments, indeed. 

Under the old regime lie was employed for a time in 

Secret Service (not under the auspices of Col. Whitl 

and in the course of a brief period he exhibited himself 

yond question one of the most finished rascals ever i 
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* ■ * H.I" piiitontiary ; wliile he was a graceless traitor as 

' '^^ tnuanls those who harhored or upheld him for a sea- 

'**• in hJH well ilis;niiscd course of criminal iufamv. 

*«»«^rc is S4»me irrouud for the truth of the assertion that 

^^ '«ian who is constantly treading u|Kjn*the margin of the 

l^^'picc of crime, or just touching the edge of the crater, 

** ^t Were, may find himself the subject of temptation. But 

*^' *hu is ]»laced in the |)08ition of an official Detective or 

*®»!Jil informer against the unrighteous acts of counterfeiters, 

'^^•tksinen, thieves, and their confederates, and who forgets 

"*"* duty to society in this position so flagrantly as to '• go 

^^tr to the enemy," or to join such criminals, in further- 

^li^v t»f their iniquities, may truthfully bo set down as the 

^ilc-t of the vile — jjar excellence. 

Fclker was not unpretentious in his claims to lieing a 

gmxl iMcclive, at Chicago, some seven years since. He 

vas a smooth, {Nilishetl conversationist, and a genial man ; 

imt he liecame subse<{uently, directly or iudircctly, involved 

iu Mich a maze of crime, as to have di*awn down ui)on him 

the heavy hand uf the law, with emphatic im[)ort. 

It is charged that he loved liis own i>ecuniary interests 
mure ardently than he ever did the interests of the Govern- 
nicut. He stood ready to remove or to destroy the evi- 
dences of a prisoner*8 guilt, if the criminal or his friends 
(NrfUiesiictl the means to {Niy roundly for this service. Ho 
«aA uinre than sus|NH:ted of having been a |»ersonal friend 
and MHrret associate of the Reno gang, who, it will Im re- 
nii*mi ered so long flourished amidst their evil deeds in the 
Stuff of llliiiuis. 

The case of the Ileno boys must l>e familiar to every one. 
TIh-v were charged with huving niblied the Adunis Express 
CouifAny, in l^JtJG or '07, of a heavy sum. When they wrre 
diftCover««l sud escaped into Canada, and the extradition 
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process was beinp; executed, (which would return them to 
United States' jurisdiction,) Folker opposed this movement 
against the robbers, with great earnestness, for reasons that . 
none could then understand. Tiio case was tlien in the 
hands of AUan Pinkerton, the well-known head of the 
" Western Detective Ag: ncy," whose success in his peculiar 
line, is well a^jprcciated in this country and the Canadas — 
where he has " driven to cover "first and last, a host of 
thieves, burglars, forgers, and other oflTenders. 

The crime of the Rcuio boys was of such a startlingly bold 
character, that the people in the West were aroused and be- 
came exceedingly indignant at the course he adopted ou 
that occasion. The thieves were nabbed, and were subse- 
quently very justly hung by the populace. But it soon 
became evident, these villains were at work with accomplices 
— who moved in a res|)ectable sphere of society. 

Just prior to the Adams E<[)ress robbery by this gang, 
somebody was observed hanging about the office, watchini', 
as it has since been determined, for the Company's valuable 
j)ackages then al)out to he shipped ; and this party, from the 
description given by competent witnesses, corresponded very 
accurately with the person of Felker. llis sudden turniug 
up to the rescue of these rol liters, his having received at that 
time several of the bonds actually stolen on that occasion — 
and his promising to assist the thieves out of their dilemma, 
through his official intiuence — point very decidedly in the 
same direction; and leave no doubt of his actual com- 
plicity in that " heavy transaction '* with tliO Reno boys, 
belbre and after the fact. 

He was arrested on suspicion of being concerned in the 
noted robbery of the Farmer's Insurance Company in '65, 
and placed in irons, charged with this ollense. lie escaped 
punishment at that time, alter expending u heavy sum of 
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icj, (about $8,000,) as he did — in the right direction 
he instance oC the notorious counterfeiter. Hank Hall, 
licr-iu-law of Joshua D. Miner, several times picked up 
he }ioIicc for manufacturing or dealing in ^^ coney^," the 
■«? of Felker was absolutely disgraceful ; for no sooner 
Id this rogue be caught and reported, than Sam Felker 
Id indirectly find his way to his aid, and for a considerar 
, get the culprit eased off, or released, 
lie unblushing effrontery of this man, even while he 
porarily held his position as self-constituted Detective, 
notable. He might almost have been deemed insane in 
litter recklessness, but for the ^^ method in his madness " 
ibited« and the success he enjoyed in forcing those 
[Kirarjly within his power to disgorge. He did not 
tate openly to boast that he ^^ was in the Detective 
ncs.H to make money out of if He tried his hand at 
blackmailing business upon a New York cigar dealer ; 
failed in carrying out his design, the merchant defying 
. And Felker dropped out of the job he essayed to put 
on this *' spunky " individual, who proved •' one too 
ly *' for him. 

1 the attempt to discover the murderer of the Joyce 
Irvix^ in Bussey's Woods, a few years ago, this adven- 
r took a hand, when large rewards were publicly offered 
tlie arrest of the offenders. This shocking, double 
ie« is still fresh in the recollection of the i)eople. Two 
litjn, a pretty girl and boy named Bel' and Johnny 
X?, of Roxbury, Mass., remarkable for their beauty and 
cle^sness, were inveigled into the woods one afternoon, 
never returned alive, llicir gashed and mutilated dead 
166 wore discovered a few days afterwards, and Initli the 
ads of the murdeivd pair and the authorities offered 
)e rewards for the capture and conviction of the assassins. 
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III the midst of the search, Felker came upon the scene, 
and through his artful and insinuating persistence, his bold 
management, and the encouraging hopes he held out to the 
jiaronts, contrived to worm out of them a lai'ge sum of 
money — pretending this was necessary to carry on the 
search, and that the result of his labors was certain to dis- 
close the [X}ri)ctrators of this direful deed, while Felker 
Jcncw nothing whatever about the affair, in any shape or 
manner, as it proved. 

He tried the blackmailing process upon Mrs. L. Moine, the 
anxious and devoted wife of Jed. L. Moine, who was con- 
victed of breaking the bank at Clearfield, Pa., and twisted 
three thousand dollars out of that woman, nominally, " for 
his services " in the case ; {)retending that his influence 
would set all right with the Governor, and the authorities. 
This fraud was fastened upon him, and he compromised the 
affair with Mrs. Moine ; though Felker was then indicted by 
the Grand Jury for the offence of extorting money under 
false pretences, but escafKjd punishment. 

In the case of the infamous *'Chailcy Adams," convicted 
in Maine for the robbery of the Lime Rock Bank (in cou- 
junction with his pals.) Felker's hand found its way, as ho 
ascertained that several thousand dollars were put up for 
the purpose of freeing Adams — the grand object being to 
get Charley out of the jurisdiction of the Maine Court, and 
transfer this scoundrel to New York city, where Felker 
boasted of his ability to manage his affair to Adams' ad- 
vantage. 

Bill Brockway — whose career we have already noted in 
this volume — was then under arrest for complicity in the 
famous T.oO U. S. r»ond counterfeits ; and Felker set up the 
plea that Adams' evidence was absolutely necessary u{)on 
Brockway 's trial, in New Jersey, or New York city. Thus 
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iams woold have been taken out of the hands of the 
aiue auUiorities, had Felker*8 plan worked as he plotted to 
iTe it« and both these knaves would probably have escaped 
e justice that in the end was meted out to only one of 
em. Brockway was let up, (as we have shown,) at that 
iDO, but Adams was not given up by the Maine Court, and 
ent to the State Prison afterwards, as he deserved. Thus 
(Iker did not make *^ that frog jump " as he intended and 
>(ied to do ! 

A dastardly attempt was subsequently made to take the 
fe of Allan Pinkerton, of the " Western Detective Agency " 
Detroit, Mich. George Barry, the noted assassin, openly 
largcs Felker with being connected with this foul plot. 
trry confessed tiiat lie was urged to this infernal job by 
^Iker himself, who supplied him freely with money, and 
"omised ^^ stool-pigeon " testimony to clear Am of complic- 
r in this base act, provided he (Barry) ^* would give Pin- 
^^ton his quietus.*' 

Tlie cause of Felker's personal bitterness towards Pinker- 
»D« was found in the fact that this accomplished officer o}>- 
MKxl Felker in his continuous plots of villainy in the North- 
ed ; for he was largely instrumental in blocking Felker's 
themes to protect the villains who rioted in that region for 
time ; and whom Pinkerton pursued unrelentingly to jus- 
00, first and last, in spite of Felker's efforts to shelter the 
luives. Among these criminals so hunted down, the Reno 
rodiem were conspicuous ; and their final arrest was the 
last straw *' tliat broke the cameFs back in Felker*s cs- 
matioii. 

lie resolved that Pinkerton should be put out of the way. 
lie assassin who undertook this work directly was twice 
ipcurotl, but escaped. A third arrest was more successful. 
beu Barry confessed the conspiracy, and swore that Fclker 
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liad put him up to it. Fclker was then indicted for this 
serious and wicked complication, and a tedious ttial fol- 
lowed. The Jury were " burst," however, through some 
unaccounted-for, but fairly suspected reason, and a disagree- 
ment caused Felker's discharge — fortunately for his skin. 

The celebrated Nathan murder case arrested Felker's 
notice, and excited his natural cupidity. A large reward 
was offered for the discovery of the guilty parties in that 
instance, and Felker " went in to win " in that affair. He 
found a different style of men to deal with in New York, 
however. They knew him, and he made very little head- 
way towards pocketing the reward proposed — though ho 
made loud pretensions as to his ability to produce the guilty 
perpetrators of that crime. But he refused to i)art with the 
information he declared he possessed, unless the whole of 
the reward were paid him. This excuse was a very shallow 
one, and the authorities declined to treat with him. Ho 
went his way, leaving them as ignorant as he unquestionably 
was himself in regard to the probabilities in that imiK>rtant, 
but as yet never explained brutal murder. 

We have cited the above case to show that dislionest, 
scheming, unworthy men, occasionally contrive to work 
themselves temporarily into the confidence of the officers 
of the Service. But the instance quoted is altogether an 
unusual one. Felker's career was simply infamous ; and 
through his subtle cunning (not his talents by any means,) 
he managed to bring down odium upon the business for a 
time. 

As the Secret Service department is now organized and 
conducted, there is absolutely no opportunity for a recur- 
rence of the abuses we have referred to. The first intima- 
tion of the prostitution of a subordinate's office in this direc- 
tion, under Col. Whitley's administration, would be the 
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al for Boch offender's official decapitation. It being 
ectly well understood that the present Chief would 
er detect a defective officer, than a criminal. 
lie men now employed upon the force are well known 
their uprightness and general integrity. We give this 
ch of the career of a " traitor in the camp " only to 
r the ^hadowy side of the subject. There are no Felkers 
in the U. S. Secret Service, it is believed ; and we trust 
s tlie last of his tribe who will thus disgrace the pro- 
Mi. 



THE STAKTLING 



ROMANCE OF CRIME. 



A WOLF m SHEEP'S CL 



:ii<[r 



It is probably true that New York city is annually the 
scene of more crimes than are committed in any other five 
cities in the United States. Yet, in other places, colossal 
offences occur, and great criminals flourish, in spite of all 
effort to prevent or suppress the evil-doings of the wickedly 
inclined. The cloak of piety and the outward garments of 
"eminent respectability," hide a multitude of iniquities; 
and very few instances of well dissembled charity aiid 
righteousness which parallel in depth the following veritable 
occurrence — are found even in the annals of tlie romance 
of crime. 

A fine brown-stone mansion in th Street, not a mile 

above Union S<}uare, was two years since the almost palatial 
residence of a man who enjoyed all the luxuries of life, and 
who dwelt in fashionable slyle, among his genteel neighbors, 
unknown — save from the fact that he had for a considera- 
ble period occupied this elegant establishment, and had 
moved in society as a very honorable and gentlemanly per- 
144 
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who lived well, paid his debts promptly, enjoyed his 
ae income, attended church with punctilious regulari- 
?used charity liecomingly, and had a beautiful young 
ft horn he seemed decorously and warmly attached. 
II o'clock has just struck, upon a cold starlit night. 
11(1 of the last stroke had scarcely pealed away from 
tocratic neighborhood of the great church in whose 
^ple the bell was suspended that told the hour — 
c night stillness was again broken by the movement 
ige-wheels, approaching the front portal of the great 

described. It was a stately house, and, with its 
led brown-stone frontage, rose grim and sombre 
he clear, dark sky, — an architectural giant — in the 
neighborhood where it stood. Tlie carriage halted, 
led footman descended from beside the well-fed coach- 
d opened the door of tlie handsome vehicle, as a 
light from the broad hall of the house gleamed 

acra"^ the flagged pavement, and a lackey from 
imc down the stc\^ to assist the gentlemab in the 
> the ample marble stoop. 

iccu()ant of this carriage had been dining at the 
hence he had l>eeu thus Itorne home. The footman 
jiecifully at the o|)ened door of the vehicle, but the 
lie and wealthy diner-out made no a{)parent effort 

He was sound asleep, 
ligh mettled horses were impatient, and restive, 
er was obliged to 8()eak to them sharply to keep 
et. A heavy footstep sounded on the walk, and the 
itchman came up. lie stopped a moment, looked 
at the waiting attendant, and inquired, ^^ What*8 
er, David ? " 

ling/* replied the footman. 
it you waiting for ? " 
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Tlie attendant pointed to the inside of the vehicle, but 
vouclisafed no further explanation. 

The watchman looked in at the door, and asked — 

^'IsitD ?" 

The footman nodded in the affirmative. 

*' Is he hurt?" 

'" No," said the other. 

The watchman moved away, muttering in a low tone— 
" Drunk, eh ? Poor fool ! " 

. The " poor fool " inside the elegant carriage stirred, 
0(jened liis dull eyes, looked up, and said — 

*' Got home, Davy ? " 

'' Yes, sir." 

" W'y din't je sezzo — 'en ? " grunted tho gentleman. 
*' Wossar mar'r wi* yer, Davy ? " 

" Nothin', sir. All right. 'Ere we are. Take my arm. 



sir." 



And with the aid of the hall servant, the well-dressed, 
hut weak-kneed gentleman, was with difficulty helped up the 
steps into the lordly house. 

The heavy black-walnut door was closed, the carriage 
disappeared, and the slightly inebriated proprietor of the 
stately mansion rolled sulkily into the well-lighted drawiiig- 
I'oom, where sat his wife and little daughter, who had been 
anxiously looking for his coming three or four hours. 

The husband and father was Mr. Theodore D , who 

had resided in this stately dwelling in that highly genteel 
neighborhood sufficiently long to make hosts of fashionable 
friends, who entertained a very favorable opuiion of him; 
for his outward api>earance had been that of the courtly 
gentleman, and his ^' high-life follies," and occasional fits of 
over-indulgence in worldly dissipation, were either unknown 
or were leniently winked at. 
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But D had been failing in health for some time, 

twitlMitanding the bold front he assumed, and tlie reckless 
uiner in which he occasionally passed his evenings at the 
y and festive board. His real character was totally un- 
sjiected by his neighbors ; and he |>assed for '^ a marvel- 
kis |>ro|ier man." His address was pleasant, his intercourse 
th all who met him polite and affable ; but for all, 

leodorc D was a plausible, arrant hypocrite, and in 

A secret life, a first class scoundrel. 

Sanctimonious and moral to a fault, he was, nevertheless, 

far as public observation went. And, even towards his 
ndsouic wife, so scrupulously decorous and attentive was 

i* deceiver, tliat even she never dreamed that D 

u% not precisely tlie upright worthy man he always seemed. 
2 bad Ijeen a member ^^ in good standing *' of the church, 
>, for years, and was looked upon, by outsiders, as a briglit 
d shining light of truthfulness, integrity, and honest 
:lv ! 
A radical change was pending in this rich man's fortunes, 

tlic time we 8|icak of him, however. Certain glaring 
:Ui had fallen under the eye of the Chief of the Secret 
rricc Diviniim, in the course of his round of observation 
men and things in New York, and Col. Whitley felt it 
nimbent upou liim to place a watch u|)ou this saint's 
>Tcmeutii. But at the end of a few months, it was found 

it Mr. D had fallen into a threatening decline in 

allh, which terminated in confining the man of wealth 
tirely to his house, and finally to his own bed-chamber — 
>cre he at last lay a hopeless, helpless consumptive. 
His constitution was totally wrecked. He had battled 
th tliis dincaso manfully, and everything that medical 
ill a>uld do for himf-liad been accomplished. But now the 
J approached, in this man*s shameful career of crime. 
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His wife was his constant attendant, and tenderly slie 
hent over the stricken form of him she loved so affection- 
ately, whoso secrets liad never been entrusted to her, aiiJ 
who believed, in her confiding soul, that if ever there existed 
an honest, faithful Christian, her sulTerin*]; husband assuredly 
was one. She had implicitly trusted him, and lielieved him, 
when he assured her that his absence often at evenin;^, or far 
into the nijijht, was occasioned by urgent calls of ''business 
down town," or at the club he hanored with his patroua^ 
and presence. 

Slio knew he had in latter years got ricli rapidly through 
the channels of " S()eculation " to which he sometimes 
aUuded. But she knew very little, and cared less, about tlie 
details. And so the months or years flew by, and finally 
Death " came knocking at the door" of the stately mansion 
in th Street. 

At this time, the Chief, having through careful investiga- 
tion satisfied himself as to the real character of this man 
beyond a doubt — prepared one day to wait upon the in- 
valid in the wav of business. 

That very day (as the Chief learned durin<]j his investiga- 
tions) the sick man's wife had been reading the morning 
papei', find clianced upon a j)aragrapli in reference to a new 
counterfeit that had recently been discovered curi-ent in 
New York. She liad made a purchase at a fashionable 
establishment, and had received in change for a $100 note 
some of the very bills described in this pajKjr. She ex- 
amined her ])orte-monnaie, and found one $10 note that 
looked suspicious. She handed it to her sick husband, who 
pronounced it bad, directly. 

" This is provoking," said the lady. ** I really wish tlie 
wretches who make or utter these base notes miglit be 
brouglit to condign punishment. I will return it where I 
got it." 
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Xo, no — " said the husband, uerrouslj, " never mind, 
s on]v ten dollars. Tlie merchant can't afford to lose 
And he at once tore it into shreds, somewhat to the 
i'"*^ surprise. 

If I had mj way with the scoundrels, who put forth 
^s batie counterfeits," bhe continued, severely, ^^ I would 
irison every one of them — and would soon rid the com- 
aity of their baleful presence." 

lie invalid husband turned away nervously as the lady 
ig tlie shreds of the torn note into the fire. But the wife 
tained in ignorance of the cause of his renewed uneasi- 
s. 

Tliere's this satisfaction about the business," continued 

lady. *'*' The mincreants are licing caught every day ; 

I liofie the Detectives won't.stop in their laudable pur- 

of the knaves until every one of them are caged, as 
; infamouH Clark has lieen." 

Clarkj did you say ? " exclaimed her husband, wildly, 
ling hill [mllid face towards her. 

Yt^s; and Pierce, and two other accomplices — all ar- 
ed for counterfeiting. And served them right, too." 

Ir-*. I) then read the account of the capture of these 

il>lert aloud, and siion after left the room, while D 

> writhing in a fit of mental agony, which his innocent 
* nettlier sus|»ected or dreamed the caune of! 
ui luion as she had gone out, he seized the pa|)er in his 
nliling Itut feeble gri|)e, and devoured the account of that 
ible arrest of coney men. 

Clark giuie up! Pierce arrested and mined! Carjien- 
M*curetl ! Kipfion, the dolt, in (hiress ! ** excluimed the 
inni invalid. *' What next, for God's sake ? " 

IIa\c they * w^ucaled ' too? A word from either of 
hC men pit>nounces my doom ! I am at their mercy, and 
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the officers of the law are plainly ou the qui vive ! I am too 
sick to flee, or " 

Here he sto})[)cd short, and listened with bated breath and 
shivering limbs, as if he could hear the footstepB of the 
hounds which were so surely upon his track ; though he did 
not then krwio this fact. 

" 1 have one friend left yet," he continued, with more 
composure. ''I have gold — ay, in plenty. Money w a 
friend indeed, in time of need. I know it. I have pnwcd 
it! And money I possess in plenty. It has saved me often 
— it shall protect me now ! " 

A summons at the front door, at this moment, was ao- 
swercd hy the hall servant, and a tall, straight calm-visaged 
man was met at the portal, who entered the lordly mansion 
without ceremony. His cold blue eye and sharp feature! 
indicated rare firmness and resolution in their stolid expres 
sion, but his polite manner even towards the menial wlic 
admitted him, was imcxceptionable. 

" 1 would sec ilr. D ," said the caller. 

" 1 think it will be impossible, sir," rej/iied the flunky, bui 
civilly. '• You are not perhaps aware that my master \\ 
very ill — quite low, indeed, in health ; and he receives jk 
one but the doctor and his own wife, latterly.'* 

The stranger knew thatD was sick, but he did iioi 

think him so far gone. 

" My business is important," persisted the caller, <' and ] 
muBt see Mr. D ." 

''It may be that you will Ikj admitted, sir. But he is verj 
sick. He has fallen away of late to a skeleton, almost 
Your card, sir, [Jease ? " 

*' No matter. Say, with my comj)liments, that a gentle 
man would speak with him." 

The servant went out in a brown study. lie had beei 
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rliiildcn to announce callers, even — Iiis master was so 
. And while lie meilitatcd, upon the stairway near the 
vatid^A chamlierHloor as to what course he should adopt to 
It lhi:4 man ofT, the stranger passed by him ; and without 
rtlior ceremony entered the sick chamber of the emaciated 
id |»Iaycd-<)ut invalid, wlio lay extended upon his luxurious 
it weary couch, so near death's dreary door ! 
Tlie entree of this unexpected guest surprised the rich 
an, y ti^tly ; but the peremptory and cool manner of the 
lid intruder's sficech alarmed him most. 
*• I did not exjxjct to find you thus prostrated," said the 
ranjrer, calmly. ** But your evidently low condition ren- 
•n« it the more imperative that I should utter what I have 
say without circumlocution, Mr. D ." 



•• 1 do not underHtand this freedom," said D . 

** Yin\ will c<>m{>rehend tne, in a moment," remarked the 
irji, though gentlemanly visitor, gazing into the glazed eye 
' the pn»Htratcd wretch before him. 

•• I was aware that you were too sick to run away," con- 
niie<l liiH caller, ** for I have made myself acquainted, con- 
ant ly« with your condition and movements, for the past few 
L*<^ks. If I had not l)een certain that you could not esca|)0, 
should have socmcr looked to secure you — as 1 have others 
your trirnds, of late." 
•• Who are you, sir ? " demanded Mr. I). 
^*T1ittt is not material, just now, sir. What I am here 
T« at this liour, is to demand of you the $10 counterfeit 
iatc you have in your keeping. It is herej and I must have 



»• 



•'What do you mean?" demanded 1) , with em- 

:a>i:«, and evident alarm. 

"* Ju>t what I $ai/j sir. Will you produce this spurious 

ate ? Or shall I scai*cli for it here ? " 
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" Sir ! " continued D 



" 0, that style won't answer with we," persisted t 
stranger. " I am no ' kid,' and we must come down 
squaic talk, now. This ' squeal ' among the ' queersmc 
bi'ings this foul business straight home to you. You ha 
played your cards well, hut you have a losing hand this tin 
Tve got the ' right bower,' and the ' little joker ' behi 
him. And you are euchred, as sure as you are still a \W\ 
man ! " 

" Do you know me, sir ? " demanded D , with pre 

gravity. 

" 1 do," said his tormentor, coolly. " You are Tlieodi 

D , who owns and occupies one of the finest mi 

sions in New York ; who passes among the multitude 
this city for a saint ; but who is one of the foremost dealers 
counterfeit money — one of the largest and most unscru 
lous of the coney fraternity in this country ; and one 
tiie cunningcst and most adroit knaves this region has e' 
yet been cursed with. • You have inveigled and ruined yoi 
men without number, who, but for your example and in 
ence, might have lived honest and virtuous lives. Y'ou In 
eluded the gripe of the law, because you are wealthy. Y\ 
riches have been accumulntcd through a system of cheats 
unparalleled. You have bribed those whom money mi< 
purchase ; you have covered your baseness with the garb 
pretentious sanctity; you have sung and whined and *stol 
iho livery of heaven, to serve the devil in;' you have 
ceived the poor, and wronged your fellow men, outrageousl 
and you have inwardly chuckled over the success that 1 
thus far, unluckily for the community, followed your k 
life of secret iniquity. You have sent forth, broadca 
from Maine to Louisiana, your base counterfeit notes, coi 
and revenue stamps, and you have played the villain, to \ 
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last. And now, Theodore D , your hour is come! 

Di> you comprehend me clearly, sir ? " 

•* I am helpless — siok — oppressed — broken down," 
moaned the guilty culprit, '' and you can thus abuse with 
impunity a dying man, who cannot retort upon you." 

•^That dodge won't answer, either. The counterfeit 
plaUj I repeat. I must have it. Where is it? I know 
you — do I not?" 

^ What do you know of me ? " asked D , in trembling 

aooeuts. 

^ I know all about you, Theodore. I have traced the 
proof of all I assert straight to your bedside. I have you 
ti|^t and fast. And you can not escape my clutch, be sure 
of iL' 

•* And the others ? " queried D , waveringly. 

**• Are all ' piped down.' So it is well that you make a 
dean breast of it, Theodore. It is too late to dally, now. 
Too can neiUier rebut or dodge or fly from the evidence I 
have accomulated against you." 

^ And yoQ alone possess this evidence ? " 

** So far — yes," said the visitor. 

^ I am rich, sir." 

** I know it, Theodore." 

^^ I can buy my way out of this, eh ? I have done so be- 
fore now." 

*• I do not doubt it" 

** You are the Chief of the U. S. Secret Service ? " 

^ I am," said the stranger, frankly. 

^ Wliat is your price, to observe silence in this matter, 
Col. Whitley." 

*• The wealth of New York would not tempt me." 

" You mean this ? " 

" Look in my eye," rc8|K>nded the Chief, firmly. 
7 
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" I have never yet seen the man I could not buy, 

emergency," insisted D . " Lawyers, judges, detc 

tivcs, all. Every man has his price. Your's may be a hij 
iigure. But I am rich, I say, Colonel." 

"• The counterfeit plate, then, is my price," reixjated tl 
Chief, '* and this I demand." 

'* My wife and child," began D , in a bitter tone, c 

dcavoring to enlist the Colonel's sympathy. " This disgra 
will kill them!" 

'' Don't try that dodge with me," said his bold accua 
" You villains peril the peace of your families, every ho 
you live, while the i)onitentiary stares you at the same tii 
in tlie face! But still you go on madly in your iiifamc 
rascality, and when you're trapi)ed, attempt this played -c 
dodge, for sake of sympathy. I have nothing to do wi 
your wife, or child. It is you who have thus fearful 
wronged them, and you and they must suffer the penalty 
your error." 

*' You are speaking to a dying man. Colonel Whitlej 
continued I) , as tears came into the wretch's eyes. 

'' 1 think so; else you would not remain in this fine hoi 
another hour, be sure of it. But, though you failed 
health and nearcd the grave day by liay, for months ji 
past, you continued on in sin. And not content with tb 
your mercenary disposition prompted you to deputize an \ 
comi)lice to follow up your guilty course of conduct, wh 
you could no longer personally pursue the accursed traffic < 
counterfeiting. But it is too late to S[>eak of this, no 
Tlic plate 1 must have. And, since you are so nearly 
your grave, if you will give up that, and all else you posse 
of bogus notes and scrip and stamps, why, then, you m 
die like a Christian, if you can, and I will interfeit^ i 
farther. This is my duty. This is my ultimatum. Tli 
and these I will have." 
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** Xow, then, Colonel — I submit. 1 am betrayed. I 
sliall soon {tass away. But what you ask for, can not be pro- 
dooed on demand, at sight." 

** H(»w long time do you ask ? " 

*• Two days, at farthest." 

** So be it. Bear in mind that you can make no move 
liere that I shall not be cognizant of. My subordinates have 
llieir instructions. You are watched, day and night. Keep 
faith with me, and all will be well, so far as your secret is 
oiDoemod. In two days — remember ! Gk>od-bye — Mr. 
D *' concluded the Chief, rising to leave. 

At this moment the wife entered the sick room, and was 
eridently surprised to meet a stranger there. The unrepeu- 
imnt yet cunning hy[M)crite pretended tlmt the gentleman 
** came on buiiinesH from his down-town counting-house," 
and lied the matter through very easily, as it was his hourly 
habit to do witli the gentle partner of his fortunes. 

The Cliief lefl the elegant mansion, and as he hurried to 
hiH headquarters, ho murmured to himself — ^^ Tve seen a 
good many keen, shrewd, graceless villains, in my time, and 
uoi a few deceivers and scoundrels of this cunning tribe. 
But uevcr yet this rascal's equal in depth, — or in magni- 
tude of plausible saint-like seeming, concealed in so base a 
heart ! He caift live a month, at the best. Ho is worth 
over a quarter of a million of dollars, every dime of which 
be liaa accumulated through knavery, and years of counter- 
feiting ; and now, when his lamp of life goes out, he leaves 
it all to his wife and child, the world will know nothing of 
Ian iniquities, and ho will be buried with Christian honors, 
\*y weeping friends, while the pastor who presides over the 
ia^llionablc church he has so long attended, reciting the 
lieautiful passage in sacred writ, will exclaim, ' Blessed am 
the dead who die in the Lord ; — they rest from their lal>ors, 
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2slL :"..;.: Tsrjrk? :':!low them!' The good clergyman 
1 -.--> i- :l-5 *..-rx.:.:.-::e. to-^: auJ deems him a saint. A 
>: 7* -^"'.1 iri^i:^ ' w;:h all the honors.' Well, 

> ' - .: :'. ■: "s^.r'.I :? riiicd of this wolf in sheep's clotlii 

Vh'..; .:: a -^e-ck :"..e c'orrrmau's risits to this man's I 

> 1. -►•::.u:o u::>:- ir^qiit-n: and devoted. In ten days a 
".:.. C. .::'> v;>i:, :'::•:■ man of sin and wealth had abando 
-.. ' :>: :f cv.- ri>:u^ from his soft but wretched co 
-«j :.. Ai.i f.ur w^iks from the dav when he deliv( 
::.:: -.!>: C..--:f< l.a::Is:he counterfeit plate and other v 
..:> ".:■: i-: mini: I — M:*. TneoJore D — ^, of the g 

\ r. ■■.:»:::.': /.:u: in th Street, bade adieu to ear 

:*..:.::>, ;.:..: >':uilvd of this mortal coil calmly, quietly, 
ii::\;>::::ly rx:?:g:-.o\i'y* to the very last — like any ho 
lu^iii.y Cli:"<::a:i ; and '• none knew him but to praise hi 
::: :: o :::ro:-.: :::i\: g:\:!io:ed round the costly silver-moui 
c.:>k-:: :li.i: a: length hold the poor remains of this life-1 
v::s>o:uV'.or aUvL ciioa: ! 

llai.ds of friendship and love — his former friends, 
mouvniniT wife — showered snow white flowers around 
cotfiii. The bodv was taken into the church and 

« 

funoral obsoquios wore «.»f the most approved eharactei 

tho sphoiv in which P had so long moved '^ a brijrht 

ample of true honor, wonh and piety," (^as his deceived pa 
described dccoLi>o.l I ) and whom he innocently dcch 
*• had gone to join the blost in heaven — after a life of in 
ritv, charitv. Ciiristian benevolence, and honorable cond 
such as marked the caiver of few models of true piety, wi 
the scope of his obsenation or acquaintance," etc., etc, 

How nnich this man of God reallj/ knew about his 
wealthy base-heartod parishioner ! 

The organ i)eeled a mournful rcquicm over the " ( 
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departed dead/' Tlie loving wife and goldeu-baired gentle 
dangliter looked tlieir last upon the worn thin face of the 
BOW forever silent husband and father — who had been so 
deroted to their welfare, whatever had been his errors. 

The casket was borne out of the lofty columned church 
to the plumed hearse, and then to Greenwood Cemetery : 
where the remains were deposited in a costly marble tomb — 
to alecp the sleep that knows no waking, in this life of sin 
or joy! 

A crowd joined the cortege towards its last halting-place, 
mad among that weeping throng there were hundreds whom 
the DOW coffined hypocrite had foully wronged in life. But 
mmong them all there were but three persons who held the 
clead man*s secret ; and for the sake of those he lefl behind 
him, inno<;cut of his crime — the wife and child — these 
tliree liave kept the secret of his personal identity sacred. 

I>eatli took tlie offender from the grasp of the law, in 
guod time. His memory was thus saved from infamy. The 
prmve lias closed over his mortal part, and his guilty soul 
lias pasaed to judgment. His case was an extraordinary 
io«Uuoo of successful chicanery and persistence in crime to 
the bitter end. ^ ^ ^ ^ Let him rest ! 
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I. C. NETTLESHIP, 

CHXEF ASSISTANT TO COL. WHITLB^' 



The accomplished official whose name and title heads ibu 
article, and whose portrait will be found at page 180, isno^ 
thirty-eight years old, and as will be admitted on examine 
tion and comparison of Ids picture, with others, is the coin£ 
liest man in the force. 

Mr. Nettlcship was born of humble origin, in the Count 
of Nottingham, England, in the year 1833. In his earlie 
years he was placed at work in a silk factory in his natii 
town, at the liberal wages of sixpence a week ; where 1 
labored diligently up to his sixteenth year. His father wi 
an ardent Chartist, and was continually speaking c 
America, or as he termed it, **■ the great land of Was 
ington." This frequent friendly allusion to the count 
across the ocean, first induced the boy to contemplate en 
grating to tlie United States ; which plan he carried out 
the age of eighteen. 

The money to defray the cxj>ense of this journey he sav< 

from his meagre wages — which as lie grew older had be( 

gradually increased up to seven shillings per week ; at 

when he arrived in New York in 1851, he had half a crois 

100 




I. C. NETTLESHIP. 161 

Ills pocket, to commenco life with iu the land 

ou. 

Luiiity soon presented itself to him for employ- 

rark, N. J., whither he went at once, and was 

i^everal years thereafter in this plar^e, in the 
Mhcss, up to the breaking out of the rebellion ; 
nl the business greatly, from the fact tliat much 
lad l>een with Southern dealers. 
1 <»f 18G1, after the inauguration of President 

Nettleship enlisted as a private in a regiment 

I Newark as the "President's Guard," which 

until the Regiment reached Wasliington, when 

;:ed to that of 1st or 2ud Volunteers of the 

ohimbia. 

Iiortly detached with his Company from this 
id ordered to the Eastern Virginia Brigade, 
land of Col. Wm. Wall, of Washington. His 
( aligned to duty on the Orange and Alexan- 
ad, and soon afterwards was transferred to the 
^y V«)lunteers. Mr. Nettleship was tiien placed 
Acting Commissary of subsistence, to provision 
kssing through Alexandria, Va., to tlie front — 
ret Detective for the Military Governor of De- 
of the Potomac : in whicli positions he acquit- 
^ith credit and satisfaction, 
s engaged, he was one day apjiroached by a 
le Union Army, with the pn))M)sition that they 
to the " coney " business, amongst the rebels 
n troops! This young ofiicor took Nettleship 
, and exhibited to him some of the counterfeit 
ro|M)si'd to •'shove/* and while a)>|)euring to 
tlii.s scheme, he immeilhitely re|M)rted the facts 
C«»mmuinling General, to iIh^ Secretary of the 
Wiusbiiigton. 
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lustractions came at ouce from the War Department to 
Mr. Nettleship to work up this case of intended fraud iu 
his own way and time ; and he proceeded to New York, con- 
fidentially, in company with the Captain, to procure the 
" queer " in quantity, for the purpose he had suggested. 
The Captain bought the desired amount of stock of a noted 
dealer in New York, and from him Nettleship took one half 
of the supply, at cost. When this move had been accom- 
jJished by Nettleship, he immediately placed the Captain 
under arrest, and had him committed for trial. This offen- 
der was convicted and sentenced to the Albany Penitentiary, 
New York State, for a term of years. 

A full report of this adroitly managed case was made bj 
the Commanding General of the Department to the Sec'y of 
the Treasury, and at the latter's personal request, Mr. Net- 
tleship was i)ermancntly detached from the military service, 
and ordered to report in person in Washington to a then 
authorized Agent of tlie Treasury Department for the sup- 
pression of counterfeiting. lie was thus engaged until the 
close of his original term of enlistment as a soldier, which 
occurred in 18G5. 

Congress, during that year, passed a law, and made its 
first appropriation to defray the expenses of " detecting, 
arresting, bringing to trial and punishment, counterfeiters of 
the National Securities." Under this act, the Secretary of 
the Treasury was emi)0wered to organize a Detective force 
to be known as the U. S. '' Secret Sen'ice Division, of the 
Treasury Department." 

Mr. Nettlesliip was at once appointed an officer in this 
Service, and assigned to the New Jersey District. He estal> 
lished his liead-quarters at Newark, N. J., his old place of 
residence, where he continued his oj^erations with gix»at suc- 
cess, until the appointment of tlie present Chief of Division 
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was made — wlien Col. Whitley re-commissioned him, and 
kit him in charge of the same District, where his labors had 
been so fortunately useful to the Qovernment, for years. 

So faithfully had Mr. Nettleship performed the duties to 
wliicli he had been assigned, thus far, that Col. Whitley en- 
larged his sphere, dii*ccting him to open a Branch office of 
tlie Division in Philadelphia, to assume control of operations 
in otlier States, and promoting him to the post of a Chief 
0|ierative in the service. 

Mr. Nettleship is known among his compeers as ^^ a fine 
worker.'* Clear-lieaded, intelligent, astute in judgment, 
and adroit in strategy, he goes straight to his point, from 
tlie outset, with confidence in the justice of his cause, and 
in his ability to succeed in his various undertakings against 
tlie oflfenders he pursues. 

Tliese qualities had been so thoroughly demonstrated in 
his paKt career, that in January, 1871, he was ordered to 
report at headquarters in New York, by Chief Whitley, who 
asHigiied him to the rank of ^^ Chief Assistant," where ho 
now remains, in charge of the Division business, in the ab- 
sence of the Chief himself. 

Mr. Nettleship has caused the arrest and conviction of a 
larger numk)er of counterfeiters, smugglers, violators of the 
Internal Revenue laws, etc., than any other single Operative 
in the Service. Uis rare abilities have been so well appre- 
ciated by the United States Courts, and the Government at 
Wasliington, that Mr. N. has lieen honored with the offer of 
a U. S. Commissionship, for New Jersey — which he has 
Ihouglit fit to decline, for the present, since he believes he 
can be more serviceable to the Uovernment in the position 
to which lie has now been elevated. 

Mr. Nettleship is a man of genial disposition, and mark- 
edly agreeable address. Even and cordial in his intercourse 
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with all who approach or have to do with him, he has no 
hosts of iVicnds in and out of the immediate sphere whe 
the details of his duties engage his attention. 

He is mther a portly man, of fine presence and good 
mien, and would scarcely Ik) taken for the spirited, arde 
and accomplislied Detective he is, by a stranger. But 
his long term of ofBcc, he has shown himself ever " equal 
tlic occasion,'^ and has lived to win golden opinions from 
sorts of |>eople, through his genuine acknowledged merits. 

We have presented in this volume portraits of some 
the i)rominout Detective Officers of the force — Mr. Neti 
shi]) among them — and have devoted a brief space to ea 
of these gentlemen in the way of a biogi-aphical sketch 
their j)rivate and official careers, for many yeara. Of i 
records thus given, it may be stated with truthfulness tl 
paiallels among our citizens (in the same number of 
stances,) will scarcely be found in this country, so far 
good character, integrity, ability, usefulness, and iudivldi 
fitness for their peculiar duty is concerned. 

These men may point with honest pride to their persoi 
records herein given, in refutation of the baseless theory 
ccntly assumed by an honorable Judge of one of our Com 
that '' the sworn statements of Detectives, as a class, uj] 
the stand, are not entitled to the same weight as that 
nuMi taken from the ordinary good classes of society ! " A 
we rciiM' the unbiased reader to tliese records in support 
oiir own opinion, that such men as these are assuredly ( 
titled to full credence, under oath, if anif are. 
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CRANKY TOM/' 



THE FORGER AND COUNTERFEITER. 



THOMAS M. HALE 



In the year 1836, iu Saratoga County, N. Y., there came 
into thi« breathing world an infant boy, who li\^ed to occupy 
m large space in the criminal records of the land that gave 
him birth, who had better never have seen the light of day 
— no far as either the country he cursed, through his career 
of infamy, or himself were concerned. 

Tliis youngster lost his parents at the age of thirteen 
years, and was adopted by a well-dis{K)sed aunt — a niaiden 
lady, who owned a large and valuable farni-proi)erty in 
Saratoga County^ the business of which she conducted, 
personally. She was as fond of the lad as though he had 
l«en tier own child; gave him a good education, became 
ttiaclK^d to him as he grew older, and at tlie age of seven- 
t«.*en, observing that he was keen and intelligent, entrusted 
him with the charge of much of her thrifty business. 

At times, he was sent toVb Saratoga Go. Hank to de|)o.Hit 
money, and frequently to draw checks and drafts in his 
auut*s belialf. The good-hearted and confiding lady gradu- 
105 



166 UNITED STATES SECRET SEttVICB. 

ally increased her conridence in this boy, until he at Ii 
came to be entrusted with all the buyin<; and selling of 1 
establishment, as well as the collecting of all <accouuts c 
the lady. And in the way of remuneration for his servic 
the aunt clothed and lodged him handsomely and cc 
fortably. 

Uis name was Thomas M. Hale, and he subsequently 
came known by the cognomen of' Cranky Tom," in anotl 
kind of society into which he drifted in after time. 1 
phienological development of Tom's '' |)erceptive " facuh 
was wonderful. Uis facial front exhibited this characte 
tic in a marked tdogrcc. A glance at his picture on pi 
206 gives but an indiiferent idea of this man, who persistci: 
twisted his face *' out of joint " whenever the attempt ^ 
made to obtain his likeness, by photograph. He was ret 
a good looking man, and his features though bold and i 
ister in expression, at times, were even and manly, 
the main — and ho passed among strangers for a very 
spectable decent sort of personage. 

In return for the conQdeiice and kindness thus lavisl 
upon the [)areniless boy by his aunt, the ingrate treaclierc 
ly turned upon his benefactress, and secretly conceivei 
l)lan to rob her. He forged her signature to a check 
foOO one day ; which feat was so admirably accomplisi 
that it passed for genuine, and he readily succeeded in 
taining the money upon the check, from the Bank. W 
this amount and about §200 in addition, which he contri^ 
to collect from debtors to his aunt, he quietly left the ho 
of his protectress, and pushed his way direct to New Y« 
city ; where he had often heaud of good opi>ortunitie8 
*'" moderate investments in casfi," whereby the small ct 
talist might be put upon the high road to sijcedy fortune. 

Upon his arrival in New York, he became at ouce 
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lighted with the busy city, and directly proceeded to work 
hitiis«eir into an association of thieves and rogues, among 
wliom, ihroQgh his superior tact and intelligence, he shortly 
came to be a leader. He was noticeable for his extraordi- 
nary nenre and uniform coolness, as well as his judgment, 
adroitness and daring in planning or ezecuting robberies. 
But his first advent in New York city proved short lived. 

Tom*s sudden departure from Saratoga, and his non-ap- 
liearance as usual at home, aroused the suspicions of his 
aunt The forged check was soon* afterwards discovered, 
too, and measures were promptly taken for the arrest of the 
ungrateful and vicious culprit. This result was speedily 
effected. Tom was caught, laken back to Saratoga, tried 
and. convicted of the double ofience he had so wantonly com- 
mitted, and was sentenced to incarceration in the State 
Prison at Clinton, N. Y., for three years ; where he re- 
mained in quiet retirement, during the full term for which 
Ik* was sent over — when ho was released, and returned 
once more to the congenial climate of New York, to i*c-enter 
upon his shameful career of crime, with increased zest. 

Having abandoned all idea of attempting the pursuit of 
any honest occu{iation, he at once sought out his former 
** fials,'* and continued his thieving oi)erations and depreda- 
tioiui until he succeeded in amassing some capital. lie then 
cirntncted a haliit and love of gambling. In this ])ur8uit he 
was sometimes fortunate, occasionally winning large sums ; 
\mU like others who attempt this folly, more frequently 
cumitig out a loser — until finally every dollar of his ill- 
gMtten gains was swept away. 

Ilale liad long been a frequenter at No. 10 Eiist Houston 
Street, a noted ** lush-drum" then kept ))y Ike Welder, 
which was known as the resort of the leailing koniackers of 
the country, from all quarters. Ike \Vel>er was then one 
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of the foremost of coney men, and Bill Guriiey, Cliarl 
Adams, Bill Dow, Hank Hall, Doc' Young, LitUc Dut 
Harry, and Charley Brockway, were among his best ai 
constant patrons ; and here, after a while, Tom Hale w 
installed as bar-keeper of the delectable establishment. 

But, from the very outset of his career in this place, Tc 
had an eye open to business. It was his ambition to becoi 
the proprietor of this drinking-housc and resoi-t for thiev( 
He was exceedingly popular with the customers of tlic plac 
and with his past performances he was considered ^' sound 
But he lacked the ready means to buy out the owner. Sti 
he turned the matter over in his busy brain, with a view 
accomi)lish his object, sooner or later. 

Toui made a very good bar-tender. Ho was constant 
'' on hand," and everybody was pleased with him. Tii 
I>assed away, and alter a while the proprietor complaiu 
tiiat the receipts from the bar didn't pay ! Tom was qui 
and pleasant, and satisfied — so far as he was concerned 
while he mentally assured himself " that things was woi 
ing/' admirably. And one day he proposed to purchase t 
establishment. The owner very gladly sold out, and Tc 
took possession. 

A few days afterwards, his former employer came to To 
and olTered to go to work for him in the capacity of b 
tender. Ihile was agreeable, and at once hired the "< 
Uiun " to take charge of the bar. The latter applied hi 
self assiduously to his duties, and matters went along in t 
rev(Msed position for some months, when one day Tom wc 
up to (ind that he was getting into debt, at a slaughter! 
rate ! The bar was a constant i)ill of expense to hi 
And the returns he now received were so meagre that 
sworc^ he was being " eaten out o' liouse " with the 
terpiise. 
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can*t stand tkUy^ said Tom, ^^ no bow." 
.'ou needn't," replied Ike, bluntly. ** I'll buy you out, 
m like. J^v€ done very well as barkeeper; but dam'd 
cijuld *' keep a pig ' on the business, when I was proprie- 
vith you in reach of the till ! " 

ouiaaw the p'int at once, but said nothing. He re-sold to 

U^r, directly, and then declared that his old employer 

' Ijeen taught a little dodge — through kin tutorship — 

^ «>U|rht to prove '* werry walooable " to him in his future, 

*^'li it certainly did ! 

^^ breaking out of the rebellion offert^d Tom Ilale a new 

^ desirable op|x>rtunity for the display of his character- 

^^ genius. He saw his chance once more, and became one 

the earliest and most successful ^' bounty-jumpers " on 

^^nl. Tlirough his own confession, it is certain that 

** Cranky Tom " contrived to ** cop the borax " (jump the 

"^iity,) twenty-three different times. This afforded hiiu 

*^|»le ready means, and he then entered freely into the 

^'hemes of the counterfeiters. 

ilc was concerned in putting out the first bogus postal 
currency that ever appeared. This performance was fol- 
lowed by counterfeits upon the short 25 and 50 cents scrip, 
U)d in this latter enterprise he went into partnership with 
" |»ious " John Disbrowe, to supply the West with the trash, 
id libitam. 

Tlie arrangement in detail was that Disbrowe should go 
orward in advance, and establish ^' agencies,'' and Tom 
Jbould send bim the stuff as fast as it could l)e manufucturcd 
uid delivered. A plan that worked like a charm, for a 
rhile, but which the knaves '^ run into the ground." 

Joim Disbrowe was a pimp of the first water, lie was 
Mrtcnaibly an active, prominent meml)er of a MctlKxlist 
^lurch in New Jersey, leader of a choir, and the head of u 
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nice family. He could exhort aud whine, and psalm-fiiug 
'^ the leg off a brass monkey," upon occasion ; aud passed 
among the innocent women and ignorant men of the society 
as a ^^ beautiful man." Tliis gave him prestige, aud he was 
able to carry on his little game of cheatery very success- 
fully. He represented himself, when travelling iu the west, 
as a commission merchant, purchasing produce for the 
eastern markets. 

Hale received the counterfeit 50 cents scrip from the man- 
ufacturer, Ike Weber, in New York. A trusty agent con- 
veyed this stuff to Disbrowe, and the latter disposed of the 
counterfeits to the " peddlers " or retail dealers, who 
"• shoved " them generously along the line of the Western 
Rail Roads, in every direction. One of the shovers having 
been arrested, however, he '' squealed " on Disbrowe, who 
was shortly caught and caged near Detroit, Mich., when he 
" peached " on Tom Hale ; and the partnership tlms " went 
up in a balloon," very suddenly. 

'' Cranky Tom " was still at liberty. Disbrowe was in 
limbo, (though Tom didn't know it,) and it now come to be 
very desirable that Hale should be secured — whom Dis- 
browe had '' sold out " to the authorities. And the follow- 
ing little arranj2;ement was entered on to effect this laudable 
purpose, and to capture the leading spirit in this gang. 

A scheme was concocted to induce Tom to come West, in 
person, with a large quantity of the " queer," which he 
could {)rocure (as he had done repeatedly before) fi*om the 
big scoundrel, Ike Weber, in New York. Disbrowe wrote to 
Tom that he wanted $3,000 in the " stuff" at once, of this 
50 cent issue ; and if he would bring it out himself, be 
agreed to make a fair *' divvy " of the funds then in his 
hands, and to give him good money for the bogus scrip that 
he would fetch with him. 
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Hale nibbled at this bait, and started from New York 
villi $3,500 in tlie short counterfeit 50 cent currency,' which 
made seven thousand pieces, in all ; that filled a large-sized 
sack. But Tom was too sharp ordinarily to be caught nap-| 
piog in this kind of trade, for he really possessed extraor- 
dinary clairvoyant powers ; and smelling a mice, perhaps, he 
concluded not to go too far, and made an appointment for a 
certain party to meet him at a named point in Pennsylvania, 
near tlie Ohio line, where the money might be taken and 
conveyed by liim to Disbrowe. But this agent failed to 
^ make connection,'* for some reason unexplained to Ilale. 

Tom then went forward into Ohio, himself, was arrested 
just over the line, and brought back in irons to Pittsburg, 
Pk., and there committed for trial on a charge of uttering 
and dealing in counterfeit money. Ui)on his arraignment 
be pleaded guilty, was remanded to the custody of the Solici- 
tor of the Treasury, and then sent to New York to aid in 
tlie arrent of certain manufacturers and large dealers in 
bogus money, upon whose track he asHcrled he was able to 
put the authorities, from his own knowledge of them. Ho 
promised faithfully to do so, and it was diHtinctly under- 
stood tliat if he couldn*t or didn*t eOect this, he wa^ to be 
daly retnmed for sentence. 

When Col. Whitley was appointed Chief, he looked into 
tfats and other pending cases, and quickly ascertained that 
Cranky Tom had not |)erformed his promises to the Ouvern- 
ment, but on the contrary bad been sufiered to run loosely 
at larice, by connivance with the old officers, and was then 
actually in tlie coney business again, and rioting at his 
leisure in dissi{>ation n{K>n the profits. He had not at- 
tcmpUnl to fulfil his promise, even. Col. Whitley accord* 
ingly arrested him, and sent him to Pittsburg, Penn., whore 
be was tiiore permitted to withdraw his former voluntary 
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pica of " guilty," when a fair trial was accorded him, at 
the instance of the new Chief of the Division. 

His trial came on before Judge McCandless of the Wes- 
tern District of Pensylvania, in October, 1870. Tom was 
Hpccdly convicted, and sentenced to ten years imprisonment 
in the penitentiary at Alleghany City, and to pay a fine of 
$2500 ; to stand committed until the latter was paid. To* 
is in prison now. Ue began early in life, and oflendod 
often. He will be half a score of years older when he ia 
released from this sentence, and he will undoubtedly become 
a better man, after this rough experience. At least his 
case is hopeful, yet, if he lives to pay the fine imposed on 
him. 

In the course of Cranky Tom's trial, in Pennsylvania 
it was shown that he hud been arrested in another district 
and a motion was made by the defence t.o quash the indict 
mciit against him, on the ground of non-jurisdiction of tli( 
Court at Pittsburgh. But the U. S. Dist. Attorney, H 
Bucher Swoope Esq. when he came before the jury, claimet 
that it had also boon already shown upon the evidence thai 
Hale had passed throiujh the State of Pennsylvania with thii 
counterfeit money in his possession ; and he asked the jury 
by their verdict, to assert tliat that State should not be made 
a highway, even, for the conveyance of counterfeit money, 
anywhere. 

In this righteous theory, Dist. Attorney Swooi)e was ablj 
sustained in his charge to the jury by Judge McCandless, 
who paid high compliments, on thiit occasion, to the Chief 
and officers of the Secret Service Division, as at present 
organized ; and the verdict of the jury was in accordance 
with the clear suggestions of Judge McCandless, who hai 
steadily set his face against any compromises with the ncfa 
rious counterfeiting fraternity who arc clearly guilty of thii 
iniquity, and who come before his Court. 
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Toin*8 lawyer, in closing for defence, maintained that bis 
client was not guilty, as set forth in the indictment against 
him. 

*• What is he here for, then?" pertinently enquired the 
Judge. ^ It is sufficient that he is here, and that the 
lieinous charges against him are fully supported by plenary 
proof." 

Tlic trial was concluded and the guilty offender was con- 
Ticte<l« justly. Tlie specious technical irregularity suggested, 
as to the exact s[K>t on which he had been arrested, found no 
favor in that sturdy Court, where justice and plain common 
seiuw are never outraged. 

TIius one more of tlie villainous class was ^^ put away " 
for a long season* And the exploits of Disbrowe, Ike 
Weber, et al$.^ Tom*s boon companions in iniquity, will soon 
be found recorded in succeeding pages of our *' Memoirs." 
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A FRIGHTFUL CONSPIRACY I 



The following exciting incidents took place late in the 
year 1869, and were the occasion of very serious alarm ; 
promising for a few days to develope one of the most im- 
portant and revolting conspiracies ever plotted ou this side 
of the Atlantic, and causing the most intense excitement in 
certain circles, for the nonce. The plot had apparently for 
its object (through the efforts of leading restless spirits se- 
cretly associated together) the absolute repudiation of the 
National debt, and the utter overthrow of the Bepublican 
Government ! 

The United States Detectives had been put upon the qui 
vivo, and the plausible yet threatening representations which 
were made in regard to this colossal scheme of concealed 
treachery, caused a most extraordinary interest to attach to 
this case. Tlic officials who had been let into the conse- 
quential secret of this foul scheme of seeming perfidy, were 
exceedingly anxious, but very reticent npon the subject of 
the discovery which had fortuimtely been made, it was hopci^, 
174 
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iu season to avert the fatal results evidently aimed at by 
tlie conspirators. 

From the preliminary information accorded the authorities 
in reference to the infamous designs of tliose immediately 
concerned in this plot, and the apparently credible and 
earnest sources through which this information came — 
tltere seemed to be no manner of doubt that a most infamous 
and well-laid plan had been inaugurated to carry out success- 
fully tlie malicious and shocking events set forth in the 
declaration of a relenting member of the traitorous clan, who 
liad originally joined the association that threatened thus to 
detttroy the nation^s credit, and bring dire anarchy or ruin to 
tlie very hearthstones of the American people. 

An ex-confederate officer, who had served with creditable 
Talor in the late rebellion — on the wrong side, however — 
by name and title *^ Colonel Hauston King, of the Kentucky 
Artillery/' appeared one day in Deccml)er, 1869, in the city 
of Wasliiugton, before U. S. Commissioner James Black- 
bum, and confidentially made oath to the following extraor- 
dinary and astounding declarations, to wit : 

^ I, Hauston King, being duly sworn, do depose and say 
that 1 am a resident of Elliot County, Kentucky, and by 
occnpation Clerk of the Circuit Court of said County. 1 
was Colonel of Artillery in the Confederate Army, and in 
the month of Deccml>er, 1805, went from New Orleans to 
New York, by steamer, and upon this {lasnage, met with 
Ilarlow J. Phelps, merchant of New Orleans. ThelpH re|H 
resented tliat ho was bound to New York, to be presiMit at 
llie secret organization of a repudiating party, looking to 
tlie repudiation of the National Debt. Upon arriving in 
New York, Phelps and myself met some two hundred turn 
f mm all sections of the country, south und north; and this 
[larty was organized, and connnencrd (){)eratioiis. II. J. 
Slice*], of St. Louis, was chosen President, and \. U. Sinclair, 
of New York, Secretary. The initiation foe was ^IMy und 
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the total ca])itnl to be raised was $500,000 ; and this amount 
ivas raised in four days. This money was to he used to ob- 
tain the genuine U. S. Government plates for printing Lejral 
Tender notes. The plates ivere so obtained, and ^0,000,000 
were represented to me as having been printed from tlia* 
phitos. 1 have received $^300 of this issue already, myself, 
and about $20,000,000 of this sum has been put \\\yo\\ the 
country. Willi this fund, the genuine plates have been 
secured, for making Legal tender notes, Bonds, and National 
Bank notes. Of these we issued the full amount of the 
national debt of the country. Only about four millions have 
as yet been put in circulation. The plates are j>artly in 
Canada, Montreal, and part are in New York. There was t% 
re-organization of this pady on the 1st and 2d of November-* 
in 18G9, in New York city, at which 1 was present, wliR*"^ 
Frank P. Blair, of Missouri, was chosen President, wicl^ 
l)ower to appoint a Secretary. Tlie original stockholder'^ 
numbered four hundred. The number, tioio, greatly exceeA- * 
this. 1 am the Agent for the 9th Congressional District o 
Kentucky. 1 have perfected branch-organizations in ever 

County in said District 1 give this informatio 

voluntarily, and solely for the benefit of the Government. 

(Signed) IIauston King." 

Tbis affidavit was duly subscribed and sworn to befor^^^ 
Judge Blackburn, and attested by three witnesses in 
presence, according to law. This precise and curiously 
explicit document had found its way into the hands of 
Western Revenue Detective by the name of Hogeland, and. 
he deemed it of sufficient consequence to go about the un- 
ravelling of the mystery which seemed to surround tlu 
strange proceedings, with the most earnest application, 
in duty bound. 

It came out about this time, in the course of a cursorj*^^' 
examination into this singular alTair, that Colonel King, tlu 
above depcment, had magnanimously resigned his positioi 
as Clerk of the Elliot County Circuit Court, and had tliu— 
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en clear proof of his devotion to tlic country's best in- 
e^. In addition to wliich, lie frankly confessed his own 
ajjilicity in tliis attempted outrageous secret blow at the 
tiou's life, which had assumed such frightfully formidable 
oportioDS, and which he had thus honorably '^ sold out " 
tlie Government, at wholesale. 

Tlie open declaration of well known names given in this 
idavit, the details otherwise mentioned therein, the fact of 
* party's being a Clerk of a Circuit Court, his ackuowledg- 
«ii regarding his rebel Colonelcy, and other matters con- 
L^tory of his sincerity and his position, all pointed to the 
ire truthfulness of his sworn statements, which seemed 
ortlielcss almost too monstrous to l>e believed. 

iddition to all this, at the time he voluntarily sub- 
ted his affidavit, Colonel King exhibited the by-laws 
Uic secret society named, of which he acknowledged him- 
' tlie instigator, in Kentucky. These by-laws offer rea- 
s for the establishment of this association — namely, 
> obtain compensation for the billions in value of property 
truycd by tlie Radicals in the South, during the lute war, 

1 1*1 force on the Government entire repudiation." Tlie 
ler was designated by tlie initials K. G. C. (Knights of the 
Ideii Circle,) and those admitted into the Circle weit) 
uid by a score of terrible oaths never to divulge the 
rets of this Order. 

Colonel King's excellent military reputation in Kentucky 
s iMuretl by authority, and he luul actually been recom- 
ndcd for promotion by such Confodorute notables as Gen- 
J» lUiW. E. Lee and Stonewall Jackson ; the evidences of 
ncli he produced in the handwriting of those distiii- 
Wicd aecesli officials. He was backed by a very able 
J consistent lawyer, too, who came all the wny from 
^nup Co., Kfiitncky, |K*rsonally to endorse the Colonel, 
^ strcNigeHt terms that language could fnimo. 
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Some time previously, the Government at Washington 
had had an intimation that certain Legal Tender and Bond 
plates had been taken from the Department, surreptitiously, 
and $1000 counterfeit 7.30 notes had found their way back 
into the Treasury — where they were promptly condemned. 
This fact, taken in connection with the seemingly frank and 
well-supported statements of the repentant and gallant 
Colonel, gave color alike to the genuineness of his good 
faith and the accuracy of his accoimts. relating to this con- 
spiracy. 

The Greenupsburg lawyer, Mr. li. J. Filston, who accom- 
panied Colonel King, was quite as earnest Qicrhaps more 
8o) as was the Colonel himself; and he did not fail, not only 
in the most anxious terms to endorse him, but to express bis 
own personal alarm at the threatening prospect, repeatedly, 
to the authorities. This gentleman was favorably known, 
and it was scarcely suspected that he could have any interest 
in the aflfair, except to be of service to the Grovemment, 
which was about to be involved in this horrible plot, so 
disastrously. 

The Western Detective (Hogeland) who undertook to 
" work up " this case, was confident that he had " a \A% 
thing" on hand, and he threw himself with unwonted en-' 
orgy and seriousness into this job — believing that when he 
should have unearthed the foul plotters, and brought the 
affair to a successful conclusion, that he would have accom- 
plished a feat that would eternally redound to his fame, and 
make him the " biggest gun " in the force, beyond com- 
parison. 

The busy trio who seemed thus far only to possess the 
details of this momentous secret, and who had in hand the 
loyal plot that was then in embryo to crush out the awful 
conspiracy and its traitorous managers — the towering Ken- 
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tiKkj ColoDcU his able lawyer, and the gallant Detective — 
had drawn the tiling down to a very fine point, at length. 
Tliey had prepared to tlirow a bombshell into the enemy's 
camp in New York, wliich would astonish him, at a very 
curly day. Bat first it was necessary to lay the outrageous 
lATticulars of tlie conception of this destructive scheme 
before Uie Washington authorities. And so the three earn- 
est men repaired direct to the Treasury Department, to 
tmbosom themselves, as we have ah*eady stated. 

Judge Wm. A. Richardson, of Massachusetts, clmnced to 
be Acting Secretary of tlie Treasury at this hour. This 
freiitlemmn is a alirewd, intelligent, sound-minded, level- 
liemded lawyer, whose long experience on the judicial bench 
lias afforded him ample oppoi*tunity to become a rare good 
judge of human nature, in a great variety of phases ; and 
lie U not easily moved or ^^ thrown out of bias " by ordinary 
tales of wonder. He patiently listened to the mysterious 
tale of liorrors which his three earnest visitors had to com- 
municate, and then civilly but prou)ptly referred the gentle- 
men (wltotfe eyes stuck out of their heads in wonder at the 
Jud^*8 coolneaB and indiiSTerence) to Solicitor Banficld, of 
tlie Tressury Department. 

Here tlie three men ^^ told o*er their wondrous story " 
once again ; and the polite but incredulous Attorney for this 
De(isrtmeut of Gbvemment closed an eye, looked cautiously 
at the oouutenances of his excited visitors, and intimating 
that lie did not see any occasion for hurrying in this busi- 
ness — quietly turned the trio over to the Chief of the Se- 
cret Service, Col. Whitley, at New York city. 

**Tlie Colonel is now in New York, at his licadH|Uarters, 
gentlemen/' said Solicitijr Banficld, courteously. *' You will 
find him exceedingly affable, as well as prompt, and duly 
experieooed in all this sort of thing. Go to the Chief. Uc 

8 
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will help you, in this desperate affair, I am confident." Aud 
thus the Solicitor bowed the Kentucky strangers out. With 
dilated nostrils and staring eyes, Colonel King, Lawyer 
FiltsoQ, and the ambitious Hogeland, pushed away from the 
Capitol towards New York, with ^hastened speed ; and arriT- 
ing in a tired and fagged condition there, they lost no time in 
ruslnng into the presence of Col. Whitley, with their tale 
of wonders ; which they now repeated the shocking details 
of, for the third time, and backing the stirring narrative up 
with all the authoritative credentials, documeuts, affidavit, 
etc., to which we have alluded. 

Chief Whitley is not readily excited, and very rarely goes 
off into tantrums. He is a man of marvellously quick 
perceptions, however, and believes the assertion, when he 
says, " my instincts rarely deceive me." He patiently 
heard the harrowing tale, and glanced at the formidable doc- 
uments the gentleman produced in support of the awful 
narrative. He listened to the zealous argument of the 
talented and highly respectable lawyer, who. so feelingly 
urged Colonel King's disclosures upon his immediate consid- 
eration, and quietly rising, dropped the single word "bosh!" 
with singular emphasis. 

" There are two hundred men in buckram, you say, con- 
cerned in this foul scheme, Colonel ? " asked the Chief. 

" Oh, moie than that — quite twice that number, sir," 
said King. 

" And these two hundred men and more, have kept this 
infernal plot a profound secret for so many months, too ? " 
added the Chief, doubtingly. 

^' Ah, Colonel, remember the terrible series of shocking 
oaths they took never to divulge the secret of the clan." 

" Exactly. I do not forget this circumstance," replied the 
Chief, with apparent credulity. ' But he had already smelt 
an enormous mice, nevertheless ! 
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Col. King now appealed to the Chief to proceed, witb 
^reat caution, so far as Ae was concerned. An intimation 
iltopcther unnecessary, by tlie way — for Whitley had 
already determined upon this course, though for a reason 
entirely difTercnt to that urged by King. 

*• You see. Chief," continued King, " I'm a doomed man, 
if / am sus|)ected by these wretches. A tliousand daggers 
Would be aimed at my heart, within the hour of the dis- 
coTery that 1 Iiad * peached ' upon them. For God's sake, 
iiMire cautiously. 1 will help you, my friend and counsellor 
here, Mr. Filtson will assist me, and we shall be able, with 
your powerful aid, backed by that of the experienced and 
|iotent official force under your control, to circumvent and 
l>rin^ to condign punishment this entire horde of miscreants 
and would-l)e traitors. But — caution, Colonel — 1 beseech 
\ou. I now intend at once to call upon half a hundred of 
llie leatling wretches in this city ; and will report to you, 
to-m<»rrow, the exact status of alTuii-s, to enable you to act 
prom|»tiy, and add to your already well-earned crown of pro- 
f< ;i>ioiial laurels the brightest leaf that will ever find a 
l»lacc in the wreath ! " 

If Colonel Whitley possesses any particular tender s|)ot, 
in liiH com|K>8ition, it is certainly not located in his head. 
S) this flattering ebullition only had the elTect of causing a 
Kupprcssed smile at its grandiloquence ; when he reH|>onded 
to King, that inasmuch as he was tloing all this work for the 
g<iod of the Government, lie felt it incnml>ent on him to in- 
niM u\tim his accepting the use o( a carriage, at the Chiors 
ex|ionse, in which to make these numerous calls he now con- 
templated. 

Tliis oflfcr of Col. Whitley was thankfully accepted ; and 
half an hour afterwards, Colonel King was driven away in a 
nice hack, to wait upn the half a hundred leading conspira- 
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tors (more or less) who resided in and around New York— 
whose secret had been so wondrously kept for so lengthy a 
period, and who were within the next eight-and-forty hours, 
at the farthest, to be sent humming '^ up in a balloon," or 
elsewhere, by means of the explosion which now so threat 
ened the bursting up of their nefarious scheme. 

The Chief took the trifling precaution (in this last 
arrangement,) to place upon the carriage-box one of bis 
own trusty Detectives, Mr. Wm. W. Applegate, in the 
capacity of driver of the vehicle. This Operative was appro- 
piiately disguised for the occasion, and a more accompUshed 
'* whip " never drew rein over a spunky pair o' cattle, than 
he proved. 

At evening, the Detective returned to report, and re- 
counted to his Chief the fact that he had driven Colonel 
King all over Gotham, from City Hall to the Croton Ac- 
queduct, and thence to Greenwood Cemetery and back ; but 
ne'er a call had he made upon any one (not to s|)eak of 
" half a hundred " ) of the conspirators he had prated so 
loudly about in the morning ! 

" 1 am not surprised," said the Chief, quietly. " I never 
took any stock in this tale of horror." 

'* It is a very singular affair, nevertheless," suggested his 
Assistant, respectfully. " This man is backed by almost 
incontrovertible proof of his sincerity. The lawyer, the 
Western Treasury Agent, the documents, the by-laws of tlie 
clan, the reputation of Colonel Kiijg himself, etc." 

" I see it all. And this is my judgment," concluded 
Colonel Whitley, " formed at my first interview with these 
three men, and still unchanored. This king is either the 
curaedest liar that ever drew breathy or he is the craziest devU 
out of Bedlam ! " 

Mr. Applegate bowed to this sharply expressed rijjkvnois 
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improbalile assamption of his superior, and shortly after- 
vardB Colonel King himself came in, to inform the Chief, 
in answer to his query as to whether he had found his 
associates of the '^ Circle," that ^^ he had seen about a hun- 
dred of them, during his ride that day. And not one of 
them dreamed that he had sold them out to the U. S. Gov- 
ernment." 

King tlien sat down and deliberately wrote a score of 
letters to friends in Kentucky (imaginary friends, perliaps,) 
informing theiA of the course he ^^ had seen fit to take, for 
his country's good," concluding these epistles with the 
aasarance that he had been rewarded by the Oovernment 
witii a gift of a million of dollars for the disclosures he had 
made, and that he would divide this plunder with them, on 
his return home, which would occur very shortly, etc. By 
means of this performance, Col. Whitley, who watched him, 
obtained a knowledge of the style of King*s handwriting. 

But the Chief waited still, and kept due watch and ward 
upon King's movements. 

** Tliis tiling will keep," said Whitley to his aids. *' Have 
an eye on this man. He'll shortly reach the end of his 
tetbor." 

Witliin two days, the ever attentive and anxious attorney, 
Filtsoo, ruslied suddenly into the Chiefs presence, in a 
plirenzied state of excitement. 

^ Just as I feared. Colonel ! " he said, spasmodically. 
^* Poor fellow. King's gone up! A martyr to his loyalty. 
It*s just like him. The *• Knights ' are after him ! Our 
afbir is exploded, and |K)or King is doomed. They'll cloan 
him out, sure, and his well-intentioned and loyal efTortH to 
ijaerre his country, will send him up the H{K)ut, alas! See, 
Colonel ! They've been thruKting the»e threatening letters 
under the door of his hotel room all day long. Ho dare 
not quit his apartment. He is a goner, ture I " 
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In the adjoining room at Col. Wliitley*s headquarters, sat 
the Chiefs Assistant, the jolly, portly Nettleship, who was 
) quietly smoking his Habana, and looking over some of the 
'^ important " documents connected with tliis singular case, 
when Whitley summoned him. They started off directly 
for King's hotel, and soon afterwards discovered that gen- 
tleman, in a frightful mental condition, within his own 
apartment. 

*' What's the trouble with you, now ? " enquured the 
Chief, as he entered, flanked by tlie facetious Nettleship. 

" Gone up," screamed King. " It's all over ! The thing 
is out — the Knights have discovered my attempt to tell 
their story — and I'm a dead man, ere the sun shines on 
this blessed earth again. I can't escape them. They're 
here, tliere, everywhere. And I'm a goner ! Look," he con- 
tinued. " Read these letters, shoved beneath my door, 
here, by the score. Read, Colonel ! " and the terribly ex- 
cited man exhibited a handful of missives emblazoned with 
daggers, cross-bones, death's-heads, cofBns, chains, and other 
mystic signs of the horrid Order of the " K. G. C." whicli 
really looked (at first sight,) as if the entire " Union Green- 
back Brotherhood of Rcpudiators and Scalliwags" had 
simultaneously started for him, without a compunction : that 
he would very shortly " be slaughtered and quartered, and 
that his poor quivering, lifeless remains, would then be scat- 
tered to the winds," in due accordance with the terms of 
the penalty prescribed in one of the gentlest of the Society's 
secret oaths ! 

The Chief glanced at the letters, at once recognized the 
handwriting of the missives, and then approached Col. 
King, calmly, and placed his hand upon the ex-Con federate§ 
Colonel's forehead ; where he just then discovered a long red 
scar, running from the upper edge of the frontal towards the 
parietal bone of the skull. 
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^* What's tkiij Colouel ? " enquired the Chief, placing his 
fin'^rer u(ion the spot. *' How'd you come by that scar ? " 

*• T1iat*s where a bullet from one of your Yank's uiflea 
iniued my cranium, during the war," i-esponded King, 
jJacing his own forefinger dubiously upon his head, and 
turning hack Uie hair^ carefully. 

** I sec," said Whitley to Nettleship. " He's a lunatic. I 
said from the first, that he was either an infernal liar, or 
as aiad as a Marcli hare. It's «o." 

** 1 reckon you're right. Colonel," replied his Assistant, 
puing into King's troubled face. 

^ Now," continued the Chief, sharply to the Confederate 
Colonel, *^ what do you mean by ail this bosh ? These 
UtlerB liere are every one of them in your own handwriting ! 
I know it Do you take us all for idiots ? You're crazy. 
And tlie sooner you're taken due care of, the better for 
yourself and your friends." 

Tlio Confederate lunatic — for such he really tra« — im- 
mediately ** came down," and admitted the soft im{)eacli- 
mcut regarding the writing of the letters. Uc argued 
the matter of Uie existing plot, however, right sturdily, and 
was again backed by the eloquent Greenup lawyer. But it 
was too late, now, to push this tiling furtbcr with Colonel 
Whitley. 

The Cliief directly summoned Dr. Hammond, of Bellcvuo 
Hoapttal. Tlie wild man from the West was duly examined, 
profeMioiially, and tlie doctor unliesitatingly pronounced 
him insane — which proved to be the fact, allliougli the 
lawyer and the Western Detective Hogcland liad i)ecn ho 
thoroughly blinded, through all his erratic course of contluct 
— from the very start — and ha<l never once imagined that 
UN*y liad l>een toting round the country, and zealously sus- 
laifliug an actual madman, amidst this singular but plausible 
(reak of distorted fancy. 
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King remained in Nevr York some time under medical 
treatment. Lawyer Filtson put away, in deep chagrin, for 
his ^^old Kentucky home," content with having expended 
several hundred good round dollars of his own, in the at- 
tempt to gain a few thousand moi*e, probably for hU ^^ dis- 
interested services " in the enterprise he so foolishly em- 
barked in, and so credulously followed up to the point of its 
explosion by the Cliief of the Secret Service. 

The proprietor of the Metropolitan Hotel, where the mad- 
man stopped, was '^ out " two hundred dollars, by this little 
operation. The draft drawn by King, upon his Greenup 
friends, to pay his hotel bill, came back protested, and 
Leland pocketed the loss, with his customary business 
smile at such trifling " irregularities." The ardent Hoge- 
land, who was really a very clever officer, " retired in good 
order," in season to get honorably out of the scrape. 

Col. Whitley and Assistant Nettleship returned to their 
peaceful quarters in Bleecker Street, and the even tenor of 
their way went on again, but slightly ruffled by the startling 
announcement which had a few days previously been made 
by this trio of mysterious callers — all the way from 
Kentucky, via Washington, who arrived in New York city 
crammed to the chin with such a horrible dose of sensation, 
but who left town, after the laughable denouement of this 
fiasco, so thoroughly emptied of their conceit, that no word 
has since been heard of or from these doughty men — who 
are unquestionably now convinced of their own folly and 
short-sightedness, and who have learned that the present 
head of the Secret Service is one too many for such shallow 
trickery as this — and that this kind of " putty won't stick" 
much with him ! 




EXPLOITS OF 



A HYPOCRITICAL THIEF 



•*]>OCTOS BLASE. 



If 



k handsome ^ Photograpliio Travelling Saloon " had per* 
mmbQlmted up and down the country, in the State of New 
Jersey, a few years ago — the proprietor of which, accom- 
panied bj a amartlj dressed, showy young woman, located 
hia itioeraot Tehiclo at one time in the village of Toms 
River, where he lialted, as was his custom, for a few days, 
ostensibly to take the pictures of the inhabitants of that 
pretty town and neighborhood. 

lie was a very exemplary man to outward appearance, 
and bia Imaincsa profession was a very worthy one. llis 
rod object, liowcver, was to ascertain who wei*e the wealthy 
cuiaena in tlie thriving places he visited, and where they 
re^idM — with a view, U|»on favorable op|K)rtunity, to make 
a stealthy midnight raid upon them and rob their housos, 
wlierv sufficient valuables promise^i to l>c obtained to re- 
munerate him for the risk and trouble of such contemplated 
maraoding enterprise. 
The pretty woman, usually, who accomi)anied him, con* 
180 
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trived to ingratiate herself into the coiifidence of the people, 
to gain access to tlieir houses, and in this way obtain a 
knowledge of the points necessary to render tlie robberj 
successful. Her name was Emma Perrine, who passed as 
his wife. She was one only of several of her class whom 
this seemingly moral and sanctimonious ^* photographer" 
had about him, from time to time. 

The man was known as ^^ Doctor Blake," and his assump- 
tion of the " pious lay," in the course of his travels, lie 
found to be the most taking and advantageous dodge — 
during his long career of crime. He was a fine looking 
personage, rather of a ministerial cast than otherwise, an 
easy conversationist, smooth and polished in manners and 
address, of goodly presence, an admirably ready speaker, 
most fluent in delivery, was aptly posted in Biblical and re- 
ligious matters, and quoted Scripture like a parson. 

Blake was a constant and zealous attendent at the regular 
prayer-meetings in the various villages where he halted, and 
his photographic " Saloon " was invariably certain to be 
found in the immediate vicinity of all the camp-meetings in 
the New Jersey District. 

In the course of their peregrinations, Doctor Blake and 
his " moll " visited the town of Toms River, where Detec- 
tive Applegate, of the Secret Service, was at that tinae 
located ; and where his observation of men and things there- 
about led him frequently to scrutinize the new-comers in the 
place, in a quiet way. 

But tlie attention of Mr. Applegate was especially at- 
tracted towards Blake, from the fact that he had obseiTcd 
this clerical looking gentleman to be rather intimate with a 
man whom Mr. Applegate knew to be a " coney " dealer, 
lie noticed at the same time, that this reverend looking 
Doctor Blake's advent into the village was attended with a 
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L*rous demonstration of counterfeit money among the 
icrs there. From tliis co-incidence, Applegate concluded 
. Bluke was a projKjr subject for future closer observation. 
knew the coney-man above spoken of, wliose name was 
p*. Smith, and after careful manipulation he succeeded in 
ing from the latter the following brief note, which will 
lily explain itself: — 

LD FRIEND BlAKUS, 

et tlie besrer haye all the stuff he wants. He's square, 
all right 

T. P. S." 

laving poss^sed himself of this little document, Mr. 
*lcgate called upon Blake at an early opportunity, by 
>m lie was very cordially received (with these credentials 
lis hand) in the photographic tent of the Doctor, at a 
chboring New Jersey Gamp Meeting, then being held at 
utrille ; where, through his arch cunning and hy^iocrisy, 
ke liad imposed himself upon the Managers of this annual 
giouB gathering, as a good Christian, a revivalist, and a 
thy brother in their denomination. 

Lpplegate found this *^ saint " taking an active part in the 
ortations, prayers and praises that were going on when 
irrived upon the ground with his introductory letter; and 

striking eloquence and earnest warnings which this 
ctimonioufl deceiver was then in the very act of pouring 
apon tlie ears of the gaping, listening, admiring or wec|>- 

ones in the throng who hung upon the honey of his 
dn, rather to<ik the shrewd Ojicrativc back, at first. 
Tliat can't be Biake^'' murmured the Detective to him- 
. ** Tliat cant Iw the man Tm looking for. His tongue 
s MA smootlily as an educated |>ars<)n*s, and the expres- 
» Uiat fall from his lips are not those of the rii>e old 
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sinner, surely ! On the contrary, he's a very nice man, and 
a veritable Christian, I'm thinking. Must be so. Else be 
couldn't talk that way." 

A moment afterwards, the attentive Detective got down 
near the " anxious seat," by the speaking-stand, where he 
was more puzzled than at first, to hear the doctor invite the 
multitude, in plaintive tones, to "join him in prayer." And 
then such feeling and pathetic intonations burst forth from 
that man's lips as quite took him down among the rest, as the 
deceitful rascal appealed to the throne of grace in behalf of 
the ungodly and the unrepentant ! The tears burst from the 
pleader's eyes, and coursed down his cheeks, as the solemn 
pathos flowed from his lips, and he besought the Father of 
Good to be merciful to the impenitent and sinful among that 
crowd of mourners who had not yet given their hearts to 
Him. 

The Detective had really got softened under the magnetic 
influence of the speaker! And when the humble exhorter 
at last placed his silk handkerchief to his eyes, to check the 
flow of tears that had been chasing each other out of those 
wicked peepers, and the speaker, in silvery tones, com- 
menced to pronounce the stirring lines — 

" When I can read my title clear 

To mansions in the skies, 
I'll bid farewell to every fear, 
And wipe my weeping eyes," 



at the same moment applying his clean bandanna to his facei 
the Detective who was upon his trail, and who could scarcely 
believe that this could be the man he sought, actually found 
himself wiping his own visage, vigorously, (possibly on ac- 
count of the heat there ! ) and the next minute joining 
sonorously in singing the beautiful hymn above quoted — 
which Blake " led off" so touchingly and so artistically. 
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It wa« in no wise to the gentle-hearted Detective's dis- 
redit that his naturally sensitive spirit was thus momenta- 
iljr liwayed into sympathetic consonance with the harmony 
f the generally honest multitude who chanted that sweet 
>ld liyiun. And, moreover, he naturally ])osse8sed a goodly 
hmrc of music in his soul. It was hut a transient sensation, 
lowever. And five minutes after this, Applegate satisfied 
limiielf that the saint who had so charmed him was the 
reritablc Blake himself. The assumed sanctity of the Beast 
liaa|»(ieared, the romance of the situation passed away, and 
i. proceeded at once to business. 

Tlic ** Doctor" was slow to take Applegate into his com- 
plete confideuce, Iiowever. lie was remarkably cautious. 
n»ere mujht possibly be a trap laid for him, ho evidently 
ttucieti. in the approach of this stranger, even though he 
hikA ^quaix'ly endorsed by Smith's letter. So Blake cn- 
}uinni of the new-comer, among other things (after the 
lueeting was over,) if he were handy at thieving ? Applc- 
i^tc* re:4p »nde4l that he would finJ, if he tried him, that he 
^ c<Mildu*t do anything else,** when Blake proi)osed that thoy 
should go together, on the following night, and rob Aaron 
(jaftkiirfl chicken-house. Mr. Gaskill lived near the canii^ 
mcctin^r groinids, and it was suggested by Blake that tlicy 
liiould go there and steal some fowls, for their mutual sub- 
i^iMence^ wliicli Applegate seemed to agree to. 

Leaving Blake in his tent, the Detective called soon after- 
aanln upon Mr. GtaMiWy purchaned two |)airs of his chickens, 
placed tliem in a box near the farm-house gate, and told 
tlie (arnier he would call for them late that night, on his 
return home, and desired to leave them where he could take 
tbem along, as he passed, without disturbing him. 

Od the night in question Blake and Applegate started out 
HI this expedition, the latter leaving Blake a short distance 
jcliiud him, on approaching GaskilTs house. 
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" Quiet, DOW," said A. ** and Til give you a taste of mj 
quality in this kind o' thing, in a jiffy." 

Then boldly scaling the wall of the farm enclosare, A. 
quietly sat down upon the chicken-box, drew the fowls he had 
paid for out, one by one, wrung their necks, and returned with 
four nice chickens to the side of Blake, who' watched for 
him, outside — and who was greatly pleased with what he 
supposed to 1x5 so successful a robbery. 

" You'll do," said Blake, encouragingly. 

"I reckon I will," responded Applegate. "I've beeo * 
round in my time, Blakie." 

" Yes — you're a trump," continued Blake, "yMi are." 

Next day, Blake gave A. a counterfeit $10 note to 
" shove," instructing him to pass it upon one Josepli Reeves, 
a respectable merchant at Pointville, a really pious aud 
worthy man, who was one of the Managers of the Camp 
Grounds, and who did not hesitate openly to expi-esa his opift- 
ion that " Doctor Blake " was not sincere in his loud- 
mouthed professions of religion. 

Mr. Applegate took the $10 '' queer," put it carefully bf 
in his pocket, entered Mr. Reeves' store, purchased som^ 
trifles, paid for the same with a good $10 note, and returnel 
to Blake with the goods, and the change in good money- 
This was sufficient for Blake, who knew nothing of th^ 
Detective, or this ruse (but supposed he had passed the? 
bogus $10 note he had given him,) and then he unbosooiedL 
himself very freely to Applcgate, telling him without re-^ 
straint that " he (A.) was a man after his own heart," aiwB 
letting him into many of the secrets of his base crimiDS^ 
life; during all of which, he had left his poor wife and heX* 
child in the miserable basement of a house in Walnut streets 
Philadelphia, where she dragged out a wretched existenc^» 
amidst constant toil with her needle to support herself 
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hoj, ten or twelve jeai-s old ; while he was 
lt/' and whining, and p«ahu-dinging over the 
I coin|iany with disreputable women, and robbing, 
:iMinterfeiting, wherever ho found the op|)ortunity. 
Ji4iwed Applegate false keys he had, with which 
(^smd fi*eqneutly did) enter several distilleries in 
arts of Western New Jei-sey, and steal therefrom 
>le quantities of whiskey, which he sold for cash 
CH^M*r!i or others. He obtained an impression from 
had a key made in Philadelphia, and went night 
t into that establisliment, where he pum()ed liquors 

* barn*ls into ten-gallon tin cans which he carried 
^>n for the pur|)08e, and bore away. The owner 
4 whinkey, but could never account for this loss. 
4:tor confided numerous other of his depredations 
cnte, one of whicli is worth mentioning, to show 
. phases of the talents of this precious ^^ knave in 
I. 

lad seen in Philadelphia a valuable horse, which 
ed to steal and take over into New Jersey. This 
VL< cottl black, with the exception of a wliite stripe 
forelH'ad and one white foot. Taking tliis horse 
ot4)gniph tent, Blake applied a solution of nitinite 
l"" liair-4iye "J to the white marks, which changed 
clear black, lie then traded off this lioi*se for 
inlorior Iteast, and $^^00 in cash. He then in- 
iIh atteuilant ^^ kid,** Bill Burke, to go to the stable 

* Ktnlen horse was teni)M)rarily kept, and administer 
doM? of ix»is<m, which Blake pivpared for the pur- 
I «hich quickly killed the animal, and he was 
irectly. Tims all traces of his crime were removed 
H* |>uHsibiIity of identification. 

next furnished Mr. Applegate with fifty dollars in 
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counterfeit notes, at twenty-five cents on the dollar, which 
money A. carefully marked, and put away as eyidence of 
this transaction between them. Blake then took Applegate 
to Philadelphia, and introduced him to Harry Stewart, and 
a number of other leading " coney " men of that city,froffi 
all of whom A. made purchasers of the ^^ queer." Blake 
also introduced him to his wife, who was a beautiful and re- 
fined woman, whose heart was absolutely broken by the 
wicked acts of her faithless, reckless husband. 

But Blake soon left Philadelphia, and located at Sliell- 
town, N. J., when it was deemed proper by Mr. A. that the 
facts already related should be reported to Mr. Nettleship, 
chief Operative of the New Jersey and Penn'a District ; aud 
it was then decided to arrest this knave, and stop him iu 
his mad career of villainy. 

This was speedily accomplished. Blake was taken in his 
Photograph Tent at Shelltown, and thence to Trcntou, 
where he learned for the first time that Applegate (who lie 
had supposed was a first-class chicken stealer and " sliover 
of the queer,'') was an oflScer in the U. S. Secret Service! 
He threw up the sponge, at once, pleaded guilty, aud was 
sent to the New Jersey Penitentiary for ten years, where he 
now remains hard at work for the benefit of the State. 

Meantime Detective Applegate availed himself of the iu- 
formation obtained from '* Doctor Blake " relating to hia 
whiskey-stealing by means of false keys, and other villaiuie*, 
and he has taken some pains to put the unsuspecting re- 
ligious people in that ilk upon their guard against the 
hypocritic ministrations of such lively ex ho rters — with es- 
pecial refeience to this seemingly devoted Christian Blake, 
who played his depraved part so well and so long, but who 
has now, foitunately for the residents of New Jersey, gone 
into healthy retirement for a term that will, it is hoped, 
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} effectiiftllj to reform the wretch, nnless he is ali-eady 
, prajinK for." 

:tor Blake exhibited extraordinary shrewdness amidst 

B scenes of treachery, cheatery, and duplicity which for 

and years he was concerned in ; and few of the buii- 

or thoasands of people he encountered in various 

in all tliat time, ever suspected his dishonesty. He 

^ smile and smile, and play the villain," continuously, 

Udj with singular success ; but he was finally circum- 

1, and justly put away. And the capture and convic- 

f this dissembling liypocrite and dangerous land-pirate, 

'. Applcgatc, was in its way, one of the most creditable 

-mancea ever consummated by an officer of the Secret 



€C 



TV^A^L' CROSBY,'^ 



BANK BURGLAR AND CONEY MAN. 



WILLIAM WALL. 



Another sturdy and accomplished rogue, who fioarished 
for a long period in this country in the felonious secret occu- 
pation of cracksman, safe-blower, bank-burster, and coante^ 
feiter at large, was William Wall — more familiarly known 
by his alias ^' WaP Crosby," a noted shoulder-hitter, whose 
New York head-quartei*s were established at No. 61 Bowery, 
and whose long career of crime, for many reasons, goes £Eir 
to sustain the theory of the existence of possible "total 
depravity " among the human race. 

Wal' Crosby had lived several years in New York city, 
where it is believed he was born, and during a lengthy 
period in early life, he passed his leisure in bar-rooms, broth- 
els, boozing-kens, or gaming houses, radiating from the place 
above mentioned in the Bowery, upon the numerous expedi- 
tions that from time to time he turned his attention to, in 
the way of robbery, bank-breaking, counterfeit money-shov- 
ing, and tho like villainy ; but escaping the clutchea of 
officials, who watched for or attempted to trap him, and 
198 
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snapping his fingers at law and order, contemptuously — 
amidst the frequent successes that attended his aptly planned 
and deftly executed deeds of violence and crime. 

Wal^ was of medium size in stature, five feet ten in 
height, with sandy complexion and whiskers, but originally 
strong in frame, and very muscular in liis limbs. He made 
his first appearance to public notice from the *•'' Gem," a 
drinkiug-house at tlie corner of Crosby and Houston Streets, 
New York, a resort well known to the police as a halting- 
place for prominent EInglish thieves, high Tobey-mcn, and 
members of the swell mob ; where he found boon compan- 
ions iu Ned Ferrel, Andy Boyd, Joe Gordon, and otiicr 
notorious coney men and cracksmen. 

In the year 1866, Wal' left New York and paid a '' visit 
of observation " to Toms River, in New Jersey, with a view 
to the preliminary arrangements for cracking the Ocean 
CJoouty National Bank there. The officers of that institution, 
IwTing been warned by Detectives attached to the U. S. 
Secret Service, made timely provision to welcome the in- 
tended robbers, however, and Wal' having discovered this 
fact, coDcloded to retire again quickly to New York, and 
wait a more convenient oppoitunity, in that particular 
direction. 

Shortly after tliis, in company with his confederates, Wal' 
proceeded to the town of Bricksliurg, N. J., distant west 
aboat ten miles from Toms River, wliere, with his iials, he 
was more successful. They blowed a safe in tliis place be- 
longing to tlio Bricksburg Land Company, and fled with 
their booty, some 94,000 in money, belonging to Mr. Joseph 
Tan Btse, and also several hundred dollars of the Land Go's 
funds. Thence Wal' proceeded towards Now York city, 
once more. 

In tlieir retreat, after accomplishing this burglary, Uie 



200 UNITED STATES SECRET SERVICE. 

robbers were compelled to cross the* country on foot, by a 
somewhat circuitous route, to avoid bein^s^ detected; and 
having en route sunk their burglarious implements, (pro- 
vided by " Blacksmith Tom ") in the stream near Brewer's 
Bridge, on the south branch of Squamkum River, they put 
out fur Eeyport, N. J., and subsequently lay in tlie damp 
woods all night, from necessity, whereby WaF contracted so 
severe a cold that he took seriously ill, from that night, and 
fell into consumption, which must eventually end his days. 

Still, thenceforward he continued on in his course of wil- 
ful iniquity, and followed the " coney " business up with re- 
newed zest and enlarging facilities — employing agents to 
shove the queer in every direction, and putting tens of 
thousands of base counterfeits broadcast upon the country, 
through his numerous pals and confederates, among whom 
was old " Lame Sam," whose history we have already giveu. 
Ho was also intimately in correspondence with Hank Hall, 
tU Ik^wery, another prominent coney-man, and several kin- 
dixni spirits whom he operated with, to rare advantage. 

The former officers attached to the Secret Service Division 
\vuld not, or pretended they could not, overhaul this cun- 
ningly managing offender. But Col. Whitley undertook the 
tnsk, in earncHt, and placed Detective Applegate upon his 
track, with orders to take his time, and capture this man, 
\(^ho was then in the height of his prosperity in the cpunter- 
toiting line, and who had found this branch of traffic highly 
iviuunerative, in the previous year or two. 

IVtoctivc Apple«;ate took this affair in hand, and went 
aU>ut working np the job with his accustomed ingenuity and 
omuoiitness. He very shortly learned, from actual observa- 
liun, that Wal' was " doing a land-office business " in the 
K.'-^mc\ line. Thousands of dollars went out in counterfeits, 
Uuily, to all parts of the country from Wal's quartera ; but 




•*WAL* CBOSBT." 201 

• 

^niously contrived all the details of his shipments 

r'lcs of the base *'^ stuff," forwarded to confederates 

in tlieir hands at his place, that no lep:al proof of 

vas doing, or what be did, was for some time at- 

:ate diiH^ised himself and went to the boozing-ken ; 
>wenr, one night, to take a quiet look at matters 
electable dram-shop, where he was aware that none 
lis and tliieves and counterfeiters of high and low : 
id moMly congref^ate, but where only he could ob- 
infi>rmation l)e desired, to enable him to prosecute 
■s of Chief Whitley — sooner or later to catch the 
d lie was in search of, and whom he was l)ound by 
rook to arrest. Wall's evil deeds were known to 
i\ l>ut it was not an easy task to bring the commis- 
is wicked acts directly home to the author. How- 
lad undertaken tlie job, and the Chief expected him 
plirii the capture of this noted scoundrel, 
cntereii tlic drinking-room of Wal's establishment 
' Street, one evening, a smallish man, attired in a 
mely suit of frieze, who wandered aliout the apart- 
lessly u few minutes, and then approached the bar, 
intended to call for a drink. There were a dozen 
all grades and sizes lounging about, drinking, 

and talking in suspicious tones, who observed 
-Hizcil stranger when became in, and who were — 
; — inclined to watch him, and asceitain who he 
letliatelv. 

& more careful examination, some of the bMioys 
din tliis visitor one **Tim Sikes" (as he called 

who had frequently l)een in and out at the house, 
e prt»vious few weeks; but whom none who were 
>n this evening, seemed to know, except that Tiro 
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had fainted to one or two of tlie gang of rowdies that he waa 
lately ^^ out o' quod," where he had been boarding and lodg- 
ing two years, at the expense of the State, ^^in the pnrtj 
town of Sing-Sing, in a worry 'andsome granite stractor', 
w'are they had plenty o' good skilley and biled beans twiet 
a week, without greens, an' no dessart arter dinner — to 
speak of. A worry nice boardin' 'ouse, to be sure, but not 
the kind o' ken that he should go to again a purpus, ef he 
know'd hisself — which he .thought he did.'* 

And then he called for a ^^ stiff o' bingo," and took out his 
wallet, with thirty or forty dollars in it, to pay for his drink; 
when down went Tim, upon the bar-room floor, and in less 
time than the fact can be told, his observant companions at 
No. 61 Bowery " went through " him, without a " by your 
leave, stranger." 

Tim was smart, though, physically. And albeit not a 
largo man, he was both strong and wiry, and had taken and 
given many a hard knock in his time. He had been stunned 
(on this <x5casion) however, and was instantly robbed of 
every dollar he had about him. When he came to, he found 
himself minus the first copper. They had *' cleaned him 
out." He jumped at the first of the knaves whom he sight- 
ed. His money was gone, but not his pluck or his apparent 
desire to be even, then and there, with the rough curses who 
had so unceremoniously floored and robbed him. 

In this impromptu set-to, Tim showed himself no mean 
customer to handle — for he contrived to punish one of the 
brutes to his entire content, before he quit him ; though he 
certainly did not escape without some sharp bruises himself, 
in the melee. 

And this was Tim's actual initiation into the good graoea 
of the habitu4s at No. 61 Bowery. Instead of yelling for 
the Police, when he found himself thus assaulted and robbed 
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-> ms thej kuew he would do if he were not really one of 
hem^ ms he pretended — he pitched into the first man that 
ippeared before him, when he came to his senses, after 
Ming felled ; and this conduct on Tim's part convinced the 
srowd, insUnter, that he was '^ all right." 

From that hour, (thoufi^h they never returned him his 
moficj,) he was all liunky-dory with the beasts and vultures 
who ^ bun^ round " that notorious boozing-ken. The theory 
of this class being that the stranger must be as bad as lliey 
tbemnelves were, and dared not call for the police, lest he 
ahoold be ^* copped *' for some offence which they were thus 
■ore be must be guilty of. Tim was thus placed upon a fair 
footing with the thieves and counterfeiters at No. 61, and 
vent in and out tliere, subsequently, without suspicion, 
cliallenge, or personal difficulty, thereafter. 

It was a pretty severe lesson, but Tim took it all in good 
part, for he desired to worm himself into the affections of 
that crowd, and tliis was the best way he could adopt to 
prove to tlie aconndrels that he was all right, and ^^ sound." 
It may perhaps be as well here to state, for the reader's in- 
formation, that ^* Tim Sikes " was an assumed character 
and cognomen, and the person who now so aptly represented 
the ex-atate prison bird at No. 61 Bowery, was actually our 
ke€n-€oented Detective friend of the U. S. Secret Service — 
W. W. Applegatc; a fact which possibly may have been 
already suspected by the reader. 

War Crosby was carefully "shadowed" at this resort, 
and bis movements were for some time cautiously watched 
by ^Tim Sikes," who found little difficulty in getting ac- 
quainted with all the villains there, subnoquently to the 
valiant fight he made ; during, or after which, he didn^t 
"^aqoeal " on his assaulters, or '^ play buby." lie then kept 
his eye constantly upon Wafs movements. lie saw him 
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make more than one ^^ deal," and knew he had shoved piles 
of counteifeits, in one way or another and at length, when 
the pear had fully ripened, ho followed the counterfeiter 
one day in the spring of 1870, out into the Park at 16th 
street and 2d Avenue, and suddenly pounced upon his 
victim ; who he knew at this moment had a large quantity 
of the queer concealed about his person. 

War struggled manfully, and fought like a tiger for lib- 
erty, on this occasion. He was notoriously reckless in his 
desperate adventures, but at no period and on no occasion 
in his checkered life did Wal' Crosby ever exhibit a lack of 
brute courage. On the contrary, he ventured everything at 
times, and often ^^ took his life in his hand^ " without a 
scruple or sign of fear of the consequences of his villainous 
expeditions. 

When he was seized in the Park, thus unceremoniously, 
though he was far gone in consumption, he made a powerful 
resistance, and it was only when the officer who tackled him 
had thrown him to the ground, clapped the ** bracelets " 
upon his wrists, and dexterously secured him, that he was 
manageable, in this crisis. He was indisposed to yield, even 
then. 

But when he looked carefully into the face of the man 
who had so skillfully conquered and ironed him in the Park, 
and saw that it was " Tim Sikes," with whom he had been for 
weeks so intimate, to whom he had sold counterfeit money 
liberally, whom he was aware that at that very moment 
of arrest Wal' had about him a large sum of " coney " which 
(from his being ironed securely) he could not " drop " or 
get rid of, and then heard this same confounded Tim Sikes 
declare that he was none other than Mr. Wm. Applegate, of 
Col. Whitley's U. S. Detective force — WaP Crosby in- 
continently wilted ! 
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**I knock under," he said, with an oath. "By G 



J'ou've pone and done it, old fellow, this time. You've got 
>2ie where the haV is short ! What a cursed fool I have 
l»een, to let you walk into my 'fections, in this way." 

** Come on then, Wal'," responded Applegate, civilly. 
•" You're my meat, now. I've been a good while about it, 
^Hit Cliief Whitley has been after you with a sharp stick, 
tliese ei;(ht months past. * It's a long lane that has no turn 
in it/ though. And now we'll go down and call upon the 
Cliief. together — who will be glad to meet you, Wal', at his 
bead-quarters." 

And fifteen minutes afterwards. Detective Applegate 
etiteretl Colonel Wliitley's private oflSce, and introduced his 
prisoner. 

" I've brought Wal' Crosby down to see you, Colonel," 
said Applegate, modestly. " Here he is." 

'* Ah, Crosby ? " said the Chief. " I'm glad to meet you 
here." 

** No doubt of it, Chief," replied Wal', coolly. " Devilish 
glad to see me, I reck'n." 

Tlie prisoner then sat down, the " queer " was taken from 
hirt person, and he at once made a free and full confession of 
hift crimes to Col. Whitley, who ordered him to be taken to 
Liudlow Street jail. 

As tlie oflScers were about to remove him from the Chiefs 
quarters to prison, Wal' suddenly appeared to realize tlie sad 
condition in which he was now placed, and he appealed to 
Ciil. Whitley in a tone that touched that usually stern offi- 
cer's kindlier feelings, and indicated to him that Wal' was 
not thoroughly bad — clean through — after all. 

*' Colonel," said Wal', as his lip almost imperceptibly 

quivered for an instant, " my wife lies sick, and dying at my 

buuie. She is suflering in the last stages of consumption. 

9 
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She knows nothiug whatever of my baseness or of my life, 
and she cannot long linger here. Before I go to — to 
prison, Colonel, I would bid that wife farewell. She will 
not live to know of my trial, and this meeting must be oar 
last, on earth I May I see her. Colonel ? " 

" Yes, yes," said the Chief, promptly. 

He could say no more, and the officers bore their prisoner 
away, afTording him permission to call at his own house, as 
he proceeded in their custody to the jail. 

The meeting that ensued between the innocent dying wife 
and unlucky Wal' Crosby, was described to the author by 
one of the officials who had him in charge, as the most soul- 
harrowing scene it had ever been his misfoi*tune to be a 
witness to ; and to another like it he prays he may never 
again be called upon to take even the part of a compulsoiy 
listener ! 

Mrs. Wall, the then prostrated wife, was a beautiful 
woman, well educated, and naturally exceedingly sensitive 
in her temperament. She had never had the slightest 
knowledge of her husband's true character, and knew 
nothing of his alias^ " Wal' Crosby," which he adopted and ' 
made use of only among his vicious companions. The little 
daughter, a bright-eyed, auburn-tressed child, was attending 
her mother in her sick chamber, when the door opened 
softly and her husband entered, (flanked by two strange 
men) and sadly approached the death-bedside of the 
woman he had sworn at God's altar to love, honor^ and pro- 
tect, so long as they both should live ! 

The once blooming, handsome, but now emaciated wife, 
glanced feebly at this strange intrusion into her own private 
room, and instantly noticed the irons upon her husband's 
wrists ! 

" For Heaven's sake — William ! " she faintly screamed, 
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r»udng lier head feebly up from the pillow. *^ What t8 it ? 
Wliat'a the matter? Who are these gentlemen? Tell 



♦> 



^ Mv poor wife," exclaimed the wretch, sinking beside the 
couch, and hiding his manacles beneath his face, upon the 
iied-clothes — "my poor, dear, loved, and dying wife. God 
funrivc me. I am cursed and tortured sufficiently, in this 
Irarful moment, for all the crime I ever yet committed ! " 

*• tVime f Torture ? William — what have you done ? " 
gapped the wife, as she fell back fainting from exhaustion 
through tliis suddenly caused excitement. 

^ Done ? " cried the husband in wan despair, "everything 
chat is wicked, everything that is unlawful, everything that 
is nnrigliteous, wrong and criminal! And now, to crown 
mj infamy, I must break the tender heart of the woman 
who has been my devoted, innocent wife. Oh, my God!*' 
1)0 continued, " this is too much — too much ! " And tears 
of repentance, remorse, and agony flowed down his cheeks, 
while lie sobbed and moaned with fearful violence. 

Tlie weak and woe-stricken wife was well nigh daft, upon 
liearing this terrible announcement, and at sight of her 
cTidentlj broken-hearted husband. 

** What docs it mean, William ? " she faintly cried. 
** Are fou madf Am I still alive ? Is this realf Gentlo- 
meu ! " she added, fitfully, turning to the officers, " for 
ihpTn sake, toll me — im my husband a criminal ? Oh — 
William ! Dave you thus sinned ? " 

Tlie officers explained the sad tidings of WaFs arrest as 
gently and civilly as tliey could; and finally told their 
prisoner that there must be an end to this interview. Thet/ 
coolduH stand it. 

•* You will not bear him off, gentlemen," shrieked the 
piuBirated woman, at length ; " oh, do not tear him away 
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from me — d(nCt separate him from his wife and child ! I 
am dyiug, sirs ! I cannot live, at best, but a few dajs, or 
hours ! Pray do not take my William from the death-bed- 
side of his wife. I cannot survive tAw shock ! " she feebly 
moaned ; and fainted dead away before her sinning bos- 
band's gaze ! 

She did not rally again to consciousness for nearly half 
an hour. And the inevitable separation that shortly suc- 
ceeded was positively heart-rending even to the ordinarily 
stoical Detectives. They wept like children. While the 
wife and husband and little girl, who at length understood 
the matter indifferently — embraced, and mingled their 
grief, surprise, and misery together, over the blighted down- 
fall of the wretched, penitent prisoner, and piteoudy 
moaned out the heart-harrowing sorrow of* which this terri- 
ble event had been the moving, crushing cause ! 

" 1 am guilty," said Wal, with fervid earnestness. "But 
%he and these are innocent of all. I must pay the penalty 
of my offence, and will. You shall have no trouble- with 
me, gentlemen, now. But who will succor this helpless 
wife, who will care for this guileless child, when I am gone 

to when I am gone away?" he concluded, amid his 

fast flowing tears. 

The wile had sunk completely exhausted upon her pillow. 
The prisoner gazed mournfully in her wan pallid face for an 
instiint, stooped gently over her bed, and pressed a loving kiss 
on her cold silent lips. Then drawing his child to his bosom, 
he fondly kissed her fair forehead — drew his manacled 
hands across his own eyes — and 'midst the profoundest 
grief said, 

" Farewell, dear wife ! We shall meet no more on Grod's 
fair earth ! Farewell ! " 

Then, turning to the officers, Wal' added, 
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^ Now, gentlemen, I am ready," and calmly followed his 
ptora out of the chamber, and thence to Ludlow Street 
PriBon. 

WaFs trial came on soon afterwai*ds. He pleaded guilty, 
mnd waa remanded, to await sentence — duiing which in- 
terim bis wife died, while he was still in Ludlow street jail. 
lIiA old pals all forsook him (as these gentry usually do) 
ma ratri desert the sinking ship, and everything he ostensibly 
owDtd in tlie way of personal property, was claimed by 
others. lie was tlioA left to fight his battle out alone, while 
his wife and child were thrown upon the cold charity of the 
world. 

Col. Whitley personally provided for this unfortunate 
(kmilj several weeks after Wal's arrest, and made them 
comfortable up to the time of the wife's decease. Tlie 
daughter was then left to shift for herself, as is usually the 
case amongst this class of people. Wal' Crosby was after- 
wmnls sentenced to tlie State Prison for seven years, where 
lie i now confined — though he is broken down in bodily 
lK*alth, and will scarcely live out his tenn of iinprisonniont, 
Muoe his complaint is confirmed consumption of the lun<!;8. 

Wal' was the associate in counterfeiting with the Icudhig 
coney men in New York — such as 'Slab Bright, Bill Gur- 
iiey, *'* Lame Sam," Uank Hall, Jim Boyd, Phil Eurgravo, 
old Kate Gross, Harry Cole, Bill Stewai-t, of Phil'a, Mary 
Bn>wn, and otiiers. When Wal' " went up," a big gun was 
spiked among the coney fraternity ; and his arrest led subse- 
4|iicntly to the capture of several other prominent men in 
tliat business, who for years had indulged their pro|)ensity 
to defraud the public, and who successrully dcHigcd the at- 
tempU of the prior officials in the Detective Service to bring 
llicm to l»ay. 

Wal* was smart, shrewd, and eminently snccoshrnl, at 
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times. He loved his wife, however, and while he was at 
liberty took good care of his family. Mrs. Wall died about 
six weeks after Wal's arrest, and before he finally eutered 
upon imprisonment in accordance with his sentence. 

But when he was secured eventually — as he was through 
Col. Whitley's efforts, and tliose of his men — another grave 
offender and a troublesome rogue in the community, was 
placed beyond the power of doing the public further liarm 
in the counterfeiting way, for the future. 




WM. W. APPLEGATE, 



CHIEF OPERATIVE, N. E. DISTRICT. 



Long Branch and Cape May are at this time known the 
YorUl over afl two of the leading summer-resorts upon the 
Atlantic coast — the former being now the spot to which 
Pret«idcnt Grant retreats in the heated term, for relaxation 
frum the duties of state, he having two or three years a^o 
ex«tablished his quarters there, during the summer season — 
and the latter having been a firstK^Iass and desirable '^ water- 
ing place,'* for many years past. 

Midway between these two notably elegant locations, there 
lies a quiet beautiful village, near the coast, known aa 
^ Toma River ; " a spot also the resort of numerous pleas- 
un>«ceker8 and summer tourists, who visit this place to en- 
joy the fresh breezes and pleasant surroundings of a country 
liomc^ for the time l>eing, within the grateful sound of the 
Oceania roar, where solid comforts are attainable without the 
annoyances and extravagances of **' fashionable " society 
and its contingent tinsel. 

Toms River is a remarkably healthy town, and its inhabi- 
tants arc a hardy, generous people, as evcrybcMly knows who 
)ia« been so fortunate as to enjoy the o|»en-liandi'd hospital- 
ity of its residents. In this pretty village, the subject of 
213 
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our preseut sketch was bom in 1824. He comes from mff^ 
rous stock, bis father now being in excellent health, at ths 
ri})e age of nearly eighty. 

William W. Applegate, whose portrait appears on pagB 
258 is now forty-eight years old. His parents were in fait 
circumstances, and the son received a good ordinary ednca^ 
tion at the public schools. He worked with his father in 
the manufacturing of carriages, up to the age of eighteen^ 
and having become at this period sufl5ciently proficient, li« 
assumed the entire charge of the business, and continued in 
this calling for some fifteen years. 

Having thus accumulated some money, he entered into 
mercantile life, which he pursued five years, and then em- 
barked in real-estate transactions. While engaged in thi0 
latter occupation, he, one day, met with a fine-looking, portl/ 
gentleman (a stranger in Toms River) who appeared to bo 
in search of an opportunity to locate, br perhaps to invest in 
real estate property, in this region — whom Mr. Applegate 
managed to get acquainted with. He accosted the stranger, 
and found him apparently ready to open ncgotiationa for a 
trade. On the following day he was called upon by this 
gentleman, who, instead of conversing farther with him 
upon the subject of real estate, commenced to make inqui- 
ries concerning cei-tain parties who had recently been hover- 
ing between Long Branch and Cape May — whom Applegate 
had casually observed — and whom the stranger seemed 
exceedingly anxious to find. 

Within two days Mr. A. succeeded in locating the parties 
referred to, and in ascertaining all the facts the gentleman 
then desired regarding them. This was performed with 
such shrewdness and completeness, as to excite the admira- 
tion and curiosity of the searcher after the information, 
and he immediately sought to know his informant better. 
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"•' iu-^tituloti inquiries in the villaji;e of Toms River, which 

'^uitoi in asctrtaining to liis entu*e satisfaction that Mr. 

^/ftlt'gute Uirc au unexceptional character for intejjrity, 

^ WM the best posted man in that section of country. 

"^ itought him out again directly, told him frankly that he 

•** Uut in the real-estate purchasing vein, and concluded 

'"* dial intcmew by introducing himself as I. C. Nettle- 

**"IK til 0|ierativc of the United States Secret Service 

^»*"Uiun. 

^r. Nettleship had accurately discovered at once that 

'^Pl'legate was a roan of enlarged experience, good judg- 

^^t, and tact, and was clear-headed a^ well as right- 

^'^Ued: and who possessed in a marked degree in his 

^^iuttioiu the rcquiaito qualities for a Detective in the 

^ret Service. He forthwith offered Mr. A. an engage- 

''^it as au Aasistant, confiding im|)ortant business to him, 

^v* execation, immediately. 

Mr. A. accepted tlio post tendered him, and entered 

QpuQ hisi now field of o|ierations with the same energy and 

iMii);leiie48 of pur|x>8e that had characterized all the previous 

Uiniiieas undertakings of his life. His entire success in 

tiiis fimt iufttance, confirmed Mr. Nettleship's good judgment 

iu ielecting him for the service. Uis ability was promptly 

recognized at headquarters also, and, unsolicited by him- 

M.-lf, lie was appointed a regular Operative, and fully com- 

A(\cr four or five years* ex|)erience, Mr. Applegate was 
promoted (in 1871) by Col. Whitley, to the rank of a Cliief 
<>|ienitive, and was assigned to the New England District 
liead quarters in Boston, Mass., where he is at present cs- 
lablished. 

The |)cculiar qualifications of Mr. Applegate are ex- 
bibited in his sound judgment, and his rai-o astuteness in 
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^^ working up " the cases submitted to his charge. In his 
management of the frequently complicated and intricate 
instances of fraud and chicanery tliat it has been deemed 
advisable to enlist his exertions to unravel, Mr. A. pursues 
his object with unabated vigilance and devotion, and suffers 
no obstacles to interfei*e with the prosecution to final suc- 
cess, of the cases he undertakes. His persistency, his 
steadiness of purpose, his zeal, and his tried integrity hare 
been amply |>rov^ — and it is in no wise flattery to assert 
of this efficient and accomplished official, that he is scrupo- 
lously honest and continuously earnest in all he undertakes 
in behalf of the interests of the Government. 

The talents of this officer are of a different quality to 
those possessed by others of his associates ; but none have 
yet been met with who is surer, safer, more industriously 
inclined, or more loyally disposed. And none have been 
more successful, first and last, than has Wm. W. Apple- 
gate, in the performances set down to his credit in the 
records of the Secret Service Division. 




3d:OTHER ROBERTS/^ 



THE NOTED CONEY WOMAN, 



OF CINCINNATI. 



Among the ftbrewdcst and most unmanageable operators in 
bo|n» money known to the police or Detective force, in this 
or any other country, tive female counterfeiters, who have the 
opportunity, through association with male experts in this 
infamous calling, to make themselves proficient in the arts 
and dcricea of this criminal clan ; while women are by fur 
the mimi dangerous, also, if once well up in the business. 
We have an instance in point, in the case of the charming 
*• willow Ri>lierts," of Ohio, who was shrewdly wooed and 
•r>wi, by a clever U. S. Detective ; and whose history, as fol- 
lowi«« will lie found highly interesting. 

Tliis woman was known in and around Cincinnati, 0., for 
many years prior to '69 and '70, as a widow lady, occupying 
a good house wliidi she owned in that city, where she passed 
for a period, as a respectable, well-to-do j)crson, who lived on 
her private income, drawn from no one knew where, but 
vlio moved about her own affairs unmolested and uncareu 
for, Muoe, wliatever might bo her private business (if sho 
217 
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had any,) none of her neighbors seemed to interest Uiem- 
selves to institute inquiries into it. 

But, in November, 1870, Col. Whitley learned that im- 
mense quantities of counterfeit money were being circulated 
through the west, and especially in and around Cincinimti.; 
and he sent out one or two chosen Detectives, from bis 
Secret Service head-quarters, to look into the matter, and 
ascertain what was being done in this direction, in the citf 
named, wliere suspicions had latterly fallen upon sevenl 
known coney-men wlio had been seen in that ilk, wiUiin ft 
few months. 

One of the Operatives thus despatched by the Chief fimn 
New York city, was directed to open a Branch office of the 
Division at Cincinnati, which he accordingly did, and within 
four months from his advent into that city, he made twenty- 
eight arrests of counterfeiters, boodle-men and bogus bank- 
note shovers, most of whom were convicted, subsequently, 
Wlien he closed his branch-office, and returned once more, 
under ordei-s, to the eastward. 

Among the principal culprits who were thus captured and 
caged, from whom a large amount of the counterfeit stuff 
was at the same time taken, were Frank Rivers, Charley 
Johnson, Dave Punk, Joe Turner, Wm. H. Harrison, 
D. DriscoU, the brothers William and John Mills (tlie 
latter the son-in-law of Mother R.,) and the notorious 
" Mother Roberts " herself, the keenest, liveliest, most 
troublesome woman ever met witli in America, among the 
coney fraternity. 

" Mother Roberts " was not fat, but fiUr, and over forty. 
Yet she was a solid, intelligent personage, and did not look 
to have passed the heyday of life, though she must now be 
some fifty years old. But, as a lady's age is, like the tradi- 
tional darkey, " worry onsartin," she may be younger. At 
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mil events. Mother Roberts was by no means pa99^ in her 
contour, at the time spoken of, and was deemed a very good 
looking, as she certainly was a ^* fashionable " woman, when 
attired for promenade. Indeed, in the early days, when the 
** bishop" or ** bustle," that attaches to what is technically 
known among the ladies as the ^^ Grecian bend costume '* 
fimt came into vo<nie, Mrs. Roberts sported a tremendous 
ommment of this description upon her stately form. But 
other ladies did this also, and certeB her following the 
fasiiion, could not l)e just cause for remark, since every lady 
wore a hump like hers — unless it were very often a good 
d(*al bi)r],rer ! 

But Mother Roberts' house had come to l)e the regular re- 
sort or retreat of all the '* coney men " from the east to the 
we^. Thus every Ixxly knew her, and she knew all the coun- 
terfeiters -» far and near. She was a pleasant woman in 
conversation, smart as a steel trap, keen as a brier, always 
on llie lookout for traffic, kept a sharp eye for the " cops," 
snd made money rapidly and easily, in furnishing or hand- 
Hn<r tla* bogus, without limit. Iler daughter (John Mills* 
wile,) hel|)ed her to keep the house, and tlie secrets of the 
clan, in the |)erformance of which latter duty, Mrs. Mills 
acquitted herself most creditably, for a woman. 

We stoutly contend for the theory maintained by the 
Secret Sen-ice 0|X5rativcs, that the end Ihey seek justifies the 
meaHB they adopt to carry out their lawful oigects. Th<\v 
are comfielled by the absolute necessities of the very cnsrs 
thoy find themselves engaged in, to meet deceit with dt*c(Mt, 
and plotting with counterplotting. And so — in the prrsmf 
iustancc — we will n«>t tarry to argue the how and why they 
liomue the course they do, nince their motivt* is to advance 
tlie |»ublic weal, and success in their schemes to secure ol- 
fendera cannot lie attained through any ordinary m^ans. 
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A good-lookiug, well-dressed " farmer from Missouri," 
came up to Ciuciuuati, about this time, and went about the 
old ^^ Queeu City," looking into the great pork-houses, and 
inquiring the price of hams and sides and flitches. Ho 
wantod to purchase, and would call again, and did; but 
didn^t buy. He made the acquaintance of a man who 
offered to call with him upon the '^ dashing widow "Mw. 
Roberts — for he was a widower, he said — and had heard 
of the lady before. And strange to relate (though tte 
fact is patent,) this comely Missouri farmer took a fancy 
to the lady, directly. He called again and again, at her 
house, and Mrs. Roberts treated him very civilly, at first, 
and i-cccived him very cordially, after a while. 

" What are you doing, over at the widow's, so often ?^ 
queried a friend he met in the streets of Cincinnati, 00^ 
day. 

" Makin' love to her," replied the Missouri farmed* 
frankly. 

" You don't say so ! " exclaimed his friend. " And hp^ 
does she stan' it ? " 

" Nat'ral as life." 

" Slie's rich, they say." 

" So 1 hear," says the farmer. 

" Hope you'll have a good time," adds his friend, qmeOff 
" and may you succeed with her." 

" I've no doubt 1 shall," says the farmer. 

A courtship of over two months followed this, and the 
lady could see nothing coming from it. But one evening, 
when the happy pair were enjoying a pleasant tete-^i4eU in 
licr j)rivate parlor (where they latterly met, by themselves,) 
Mrs. R. discovered, through a casual remark dropped by her 
friend, that he was " a sporting man," and very quickly 
afterwards ascertained that he was ready for almost any 
kind of business that would pay. 
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i to make money easily," said the farmer. ^' I have 
lanl in my time, but I don't want to do it now. 
»n't mind tellin' t/ouy^^ he continued, confidentially, 
e * nhoTed the queer,' too, at times, in my life." 
don't tell mo that^'* said the widow, quickly. 

You know what that term means," added her 
•n, " don't you ? " 
don't, exactly," pretended the widow. " But I've 
sun*-n-law, Johnny Mills, speak of it, I think." 
Mills ! " exclaimed the farmer. '* Is he your son- 
Married my daughter — when she was very 
ough. Do you know John ? " 
lo," replied the farmer. " I've heer'd of him, and 
once or twice A«r«." 

.rmer knew that Mills was a counterfeiter of the 
». But he didn't care to get on too fast, among 
>plc. 

>urting went on for some weeks longer, but the 
farmer did not yet propose. They grew more inti- 
i more confidential, however. And finally one 
the lady in reply to a remark her lover had made, 
^riously acknowledged to him that shey too, had 
ittle in the way of iMissing bogus money in that 
an adiniftsion that seemed to gratify her visitor, 

it HO ? " he asked, to make sure of it. 
*s jest so," replied the woman. 

you're the woman I wanted to meet ! " exclaimed 
>r. ** Now, then — we understand each other." 
— yes," continued the lady, naively, 
was iM>me time lieforo she would give her lover 
: confiiiencc. He wrought u|ion her crctlulity and 
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— ,ur. 'i'./'Jkp. ^i:r:.»j7 l;1l1 .ll^. jn-rii. nI jis 1-jaxii tad 

iiMi-fl r>i ^iirxi^ -i.::! 'rr.i. - A-ij. :n»r :a*ir j*.' .it* siiied, 
" r.hitr»> '.A\\'' in 7 ".. >= itXtX. zl, Vi*iri» '•"juniL luw-^^js; 
If ii* T.lu: .Tftni-rir, -^ti-Tjifi jien. miicr "Vjine^- \ii-~-* iuKoe»i art 
tint ftij/ :(f:iii;n." uiii Jie znniei :v^r ij j^r 1 ii.aRa irauR 
'.villi Iwiii fiftftu taomr***:' - ir.i: ner^ im"- i^t Mci»Ti> be 
lomiil, ;in ail. 'Pi»i7'''-i ^c.n .iir '^ivc jieu. lasei.-jr. unf -«ieid 

IjiiM^:!!." lift coiii:liiii»*t:- 3ii:iir:irL-.T. 

m 

•' ^'♦liL Qftviir tear." ■kL.: ":i:e vji'iir. -jrieiiirTicr-ZzdT. -It'i 
ail rirlit. •Tli«r»**.'* arf >co«:«i i?c in liie 5ta i^ erer was 
i:auLf!ir..' And ^iier^*'* *jDie x-«.«: *iz* left j^c- iz: ztfS irade. 

tu .asr ':ii[ nujr*; '::m oe ma^iiiiotui^ti. Xkno'sr where/' 
•• Y Ji ■i*j '. " »iii:iaiLni:ii ufae M:5s5«'^urian- 

•• Y.ii :an' Muin'-j ".he woni. then." 

•• V-; ir.»i I -y 11," alie aiLieti. in a whisper. 

•• T:;^ .* 7 .li'n: :ue very w«jiiiaii Tve been looking for," 
r^::i].r::'i )i^;r fr^.'h*!. st:iziii:z lier liauds and squeezing them ea^ 
piiari/'ally. *• Now — when .' " 

'' Uiirlif. off, to orjce. To-morrow." 

*• fio'»<l ' '* Qdifl Mio Missouri man. 

HIk: flirii |iiri|joK#:rl a plan that thej should mutuallj join 
in to K*'' »'•• i»J a lot of counterfeit stuff; whereby thej 
•;oiiM lojjf ilit'r iiinUn u |i(jap o' money. She would cany it, 

:iri«| III* wtts) In /Klffff l|.. 

" I i-aii ilii my pari/' Maid she, "so 'cute that nobody 11 
•ni.M- Him|HM!l iiiii| or dol4Mii uh," 
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** How do you do\tV* enquired the farmer, eagerly. 

^ Couie to-inorrovr, and I'll tell you all about it/' replied 
widow. 

** At what hour ? " 

" Two o'clock/' said she. 

** All ri^rht. ril be here, certain." 

Agreeably with this settled arrangement, the Missouri 
fmrmer planned to confer with the woman who had so 
ciianned him fur weeks back, but who — in his innocence of 
hemrt — he just now fancied perhaps might possibly have 
aome sinister designs upon him, he couldn't exactly deter- 
mioe what. He therefore resolved for this, or some other 
good reason which the circumstances suggested, to let two 
friends he had in Cincinnati into his *' little secret ; " and so 
inrited tliem to be present at Mother Roberts' house next 
day. At two o'clock, which they promised to do, accordingly. 

** I may not need your assistance. I don't know^ what*li 
ha|»]ien/* said the Missourian. ^^ But I kind o' fancy the old 
la(iy*s up to some trick, in tliis appointment of hers, and 1*11 
pi prepared for whatever may turn up. Widders is mighty 
oii^rtin folk you know, l»oys — the best of 'cm. Now one 
oi you'll be at the low window o' the little back parlor, and 
tl>e other^ll lie clost to the front door. Per'aps nothin' '11 
ha|i|ien. If not — all right. But if while I'm a talking 
with the widow B(»l)erts, there, you should hear mo whistle 
i»ltaq>, why then you two get yonrsclves inside o' that back 
)ot li»r quicker'n ilash, mind ; for I shan't whistle 'nloss 1 
want vou. Understand ? " 

** AH right," replied his friends promptly. And this pai-t 
of the programme was thus conchuled. 

In acc(»nianec with the arrangement made between the 
widtiw and her Missouri friend — on the day after their last 
tctc^o-tcte, tlio latter proceeded to meet his agreeable inuni- 
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orata, Mrs. Roberts, to ^* learn how to do it/' as she had 
promised to show him, " at two o'clock." 

She invited her lover at once into her private parlor, 
where the; had been accustomed hitherto to do their coart- 
ing. He found her rigged out in the height of the fashion, 
nicely dressed, with a stunning bustle on — and she forth- 
with proceeded to show him how she did it ; as she promised 
she would do on the previous day. 

He stood up before her, and was not a little surprised to 
notice that she suddenly turned and locked the door, upon 
the inside of the room ! But he was more seriously startled, 
an instant afterwards, to observe that the lady commenced 
deliberately (as he supposed) to unrobe ! 

But he was a modest man, and was really ^^ scared before 
he was hurt,'' for the buxom widow simply parted her wust 
belt, threw open the front of her full gathered dress — and 
said, 

" Do you see it, now ? " 

" See what ! " exclaimed the Missourian, starting back, 
little abashed, and pretending that his eyesight was slighdy 
defective. 

" I don't see nothin'," insisted her Missouri friend. 

*' Look again — now, nearer," insisted the widow. " Don't 
you see this cord?^^ 

" 0, yes, I do," murmured the man, breathing more freely. 

" Now I'll show you how it's done, then." 

And with this, Mrs. Roberts began to draw upon the cord 
running about her waist, and continued to do so, quickly, 
when the big " hump " that served to ornament her fair 
proportions in the rear, came to the front — a huge ** bustle," 
ordinarily ; but now a sort of nicely arranged sack, or reti- 
cule, (attached to this cord) which the wearer could move 
around the waist, at will. It was very neatly made, bat 
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tK>«' ap|ieared like a sort of money-bag, or large sized pocket- 
buuk. 

•• Well/' queried the Missourian. " What is it for?" 

- Vwl of it," said the widow, laughing. 
** Well — what next 'i " he asked. 

^ Put your hand in it/' says she. 

And s<> he did — at her bidding. And instantly discov- 
ered that this bag was stuffed with clean bank notes. 

He now saw how she ^^ did it." 

Slie exfiosed some tliousands of dollars to him, there, in 
oouDterfeit 9lO*s $20*8 $oO's and $100 notes. 

ile was all amaze. 

*• Where do you get it ? " he asked. 

- No matter, now," she said. " I can carry mt/ coney, 
you sec, in this way ; and nobody sus[)ects me, for I use this 
ka^ ordinarily as a bustle." 

^ I see. And it's a capital arrangement — for women- 
couDtcrfcitera. OtliorwiHC, that excrescence ain't o' much 
account, any how/* said her friend. 

*• (Ml, it's ver}' handy," i-eplied the widow. " And now, 
presto — change y she added, as she clasped the cord to 
returm the counterfeit money-laden bustle to the rear — 
wlicn tlic ^ Missouri farmer " stoutly gras[X)d her hand^, 
exclaiming — 

•*A(>, jfvu dunt!^^ to tlie fair widow's evidently intense 
liurpriric; and immediately blowing out a shrill whistle from 
his compresHcd li|>s, such as would have done credit to (ho 
Terici^t Yankee iu or out of New England. 

And following Miir denionstt*ation, a sharp crash was iii- 
fttautly heard, as the low back window-saHh was dash^Ml in 
to the floor, while a trcnieudous blow at the parloiMloor 
which Uie widow had fastened was heard, at tJie t<i\mv. 
momeDt, and two stout men — the Missourian*s friends — 
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burst head foremost iuto the room, wlicre the widow and 
her lover were now iu a close embrace ; though this earnest 
hug did iM>t at that moment seem uppareutly to be a grapple 
of atfection ! 

Mother Roberts' beautiful son-in-law John Mills, and his 
brother William, — two notorious coney men who had had 
*' deals " of counterfeit money with several other dis- 
guised parties who were upon their track, just then^were, at 
the climax of this denouement of the Missourian's love- 
making affair, in Mrs. Roberts' house ; and hearing the 
crash and disturbance, sprang into the back parlor — to be 
collared and ironed by the two sti*angers who had so un- 
ceremoniously burst the door and window in, at the agreed- 
ou signal of their Missouri friend — whose peremptory order 
they remembered was to ^^get into that apartment iustauteri 
at all hazard if they heard his whistle." 

And thus — after this lengthy courtship — the object of 
his cleverly contrived and managed ruse was successfully 
carried out by the *' Missouri Farmer " and his twain of 
associates — who were all three simply well disguised Detec- 
tives of the United States Secret Service Division ; who, 

I 

through the means thus adopted, had managed to secure 
Mother Roberts and the Brothers Mills, each with a large 
quantity of bogus National notes upon their persons, where- 
by all three were subsequently convicted as counterfeiters 
and dealers in the queer — and were shortly afterwards 
condemned to incarceration iu the State Prison in Ohio ; the 
dashing widow for one year, and the boys for three years, 
each — where this " nice little family " are at present still 
confined. 

Upon their examination before U. S. Commissioner Halli- 
day, the woman gave the required bail, $3000. The Mills 
brothers were unable to obtain sureties for the $5000 each| 
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demanded by the Court, and went to jail. Tliis subtle, 
dangerous woman, had several times [previously been ar- 
a*8tc*d, but always l)ouglit her way out of peril. This 
occurred during the time when State Banks were in vogue, 
however. 

These three important captures by Col. Whitley's men^ 
led immediately to the arrest and subsequent conviction of 
^everal other leading Counterfeiters, boodle-carriers, and 
iihovers of the base stuff in Ohio ; who had for years pre- 
viously rioted in their infamous business, in a field where 
the people were but indifTerently well informed as to the real 
character of bank notes, generally, and who readily received 
and i^assed almost anything that looked like a bank bill, 
without scruple or examination. 

Among the almost thirty arrests made by Col. Whitley^s 
de|Mities in Cincinnati in these four months named, was that 
of another skillful femalt o[)erator in bogus money, known 
as Mary Brown, the ^' [xal '* and confidant of Mother Roberts, 
whose curious liistory we sliall record in another chapter. 

Tlie counterfeiting traflic in this place, (where it had 
iMH^n very extensively carried on for many years,) was 
thus broken up effectually, there — under C«)l. Whitley's 
management. As we liave already said, the measures 
adopted were such as in the l>est judgment of the U. S. 
Detectives could only be used to ensure success. 

It was an exceedingly difficult matter to manage, in tliis 
instance, but the men sent out there by Chief Whitley were 
e<|ual to the occasion — as it eventuated ; and the end fully 
justified tlie means employed — since, at this writing, Cin- 
cinnati and its neighlK)rhood is thus ridded of a nest of 
Tampires on the body [lolitic, wliose presence and o|)enitiou.H 
in tliat region liad so long been a curse to tliat beautiful and 
thrinng country. 
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It is possible, perhaps, tliat there be those who, by their 
peaceful firesides, may chance to read the stirring and enter- 
taining sketches of these mysterious and '^ generally un- 
known characters," who will carp at the plottings of the 
ofiicialg who will make use of this kind of subterfuge, or 
device, to accomplish their laudable purposes. And there 
may be some who can offer suggestions on the subject. 

To such well-meaning wiseacres, it may be said if you 
know better how to compass crime or how otherwise to catcli 
these slippery, subtle, cuuning knaves — *'go in" and do 
it ! The nation will thank you upon discovering your supe- 
rior wisdom and sharpness, and you will certainly be able to 
take out a patent for your " improved process for detecting, 
arresting and convicting criminals, without playing upon 
their weaknesses, or seeming to practice their arts and de- 
ceits ; " or in other words, without fighting these wary 
scoundrels and crafty offenders with their own weapons. 

Such philanthropists and humanitarians may answer very 
well to help fill up the ranks of the " home guard." Tlicy 
would make a precious poor show in the field, however ; and, 
in a skirmish with this arch enemy, it would be found that 
the most subtle strategy (of whatever kind it may be found 
necessary for the nonce to adopt,) is not always a match for 
the exquisite shrewdness, cunning, and arts of these accom- 
plished adepts in crime. And so, when their own guns can 
be turned upon them, the more certainly, swiftly, and ef- 
fectually is the victory over this common foe assured. It is 
idle to assume that in the suppression or detection of this 
class of rogues, ant/ means should not be availed of which 
may result in their being positively squelched out. 

The senior Mr. Samuel Weller observed, with fervent 
earnestness, " Bevare o' vidders I You're never safe with 
'em, ven they vunce lias designs on you ; there's no knowin^ 
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Tere to have 'em ; and vile you're considerin' of it, tliey 
limve jfoii/" 

The lively viddcr Roberts persistently refused to " squeal " 
after her arrest. She would implicate no one, and met her 
owu senteuce with quiet resignation. Being a woman, a 
w>rt of sympathy was got up in her behalf, and the lenient 
term of one year in prison only, was accorded to her. 

**That confounded^ Missouri Farmer' beat me, tliat^s a 
fiict,'* siie said spunkily, when arraigned. ^^ So much for 
tmating to the blandishments of a ^ widower.' Catch mo 
in that trap, again ! Not easy, I reckon," she concluded^ 

The same plan will scarcely be attempted again. But 
if the *^ widow " Roberts ever resumes her traffic in coney, 
abe will find that the Secret Service foi*ce is quite able to 
oope with all such oflenders, though never repeating its 
modos operandi, in the effort to stamp out counterfeiters and 
tlieir mischievous allies — which it is bound to do, firnt or 
laat — to their eventual utter annihilation, in tliis country. 



FRONTIER SMUGaLERS 



OPERATIONS ON 



THE DERBY LINE - CANADA. 



One of the most difficult and oftentimes the most hazard- 
ous undertakings in the experience of the United States 
Secret Service officials, is the pursuit and capture of 
smugglers^ foreign or native ; who pass tlieir lives along the 
American borders, for example, south, or north or west. 
While those who systematically follow this illegal business, 
from over the ocean, in various ways, and to a greater or 
less extent — landing contraband goo^s upon the American 
coast, at unguarded points, secretly conveying valuables 
ashore from on board the trans-atlantic French or British 
steamers, give equally serious trouble to officers in the 
Secret Service, or the U. S. Customs ; who are obliged to be 
kept continually on the watch for, or are ardently engaged 
in the pursuit of these keen and reckless ofTenders against 
the nation*s laws. 

Col. Whitley received information from Washington, in 
1870 and '71, that large quantities of merchandise were 
being smuggled across the Canadian line, into the United 
States, and especially into New England, at that period. 
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liief at once notified the Eastern Division, at Boston, 
ficers were despatched promptly to examine into this 
'. It was reported that silks, brandy, furs, and other 
ie goods were continually coming down from the 
I Colonial dominions, which entered American terri- 
illiont paying any duty ; and the Chief of the Secret 
e — whose range of duties covers a supervision of 
ind of infringement — set his Deputies at work to put 
to it, and to arrest the offenders, 
ing given two of his Operatives directions how to 
d in this business, they went to Newport, Vt., at first, 

they represented Uiemselves in a capacity that 
1 off any suspicion of tlieir object, in this place. They 
[uickly found tliat the smuggling trade was being 
1 on tliere witliout much regard to probable conso- 
ls, and that certain men were driving a very profitable 
through this fraudulent means. 
i gentlemen arrived in the town at about this time, 
ppeared to be strangers to each other, as well as in 
aoe also. One was from New Orleans, (so ho stated,) 
id come up north in the liope to improve his health, 
e other was a retired merchant from Boston. 

modus operandi of the smugglers along the Amori« 
ues, is to bring over their goods in wagons, upon 
ack, or coucealed about their persons ; crossing the 
n in the night, at points unprotected by U. S. oflScials, 
king their contraband articles to the hotels for sale to 
crs who may chance to be sojourning there. In this 
e U. S. Uovcmment is constantly Ix^ing swindled out 
isiderahlc amounts of customs revenue. This infor- 
I the officers obtained by degrees only — the inhabit* 
eing really indifierent to this offence, and rather 
g at the sharp practice of tlie depredators. 
10 
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At Rouse's Foint, Champlain, N. Y., and other places, tliia 
state of things was ascertained to exist, and it required but 
little time for the Detectives sent up by Col. Whitley to 
obtain occular proof of what was transpiring in that region, 
daily and nightly. But the naanipulators in this work were 
cunning fellows, well posted, exceedingly cautious, and 
always worked in concert with others in the profession, who 
were ready to aid them promptly, at all times, in cases of 
trouble — either physically or pecuniarily. A report was 
made to the Chief, and a third officer was despatched from 
Boston, to join the other two ; and all received instructious 
to arrest the smugglers, and seize their contraband goods, 
wherever they found them violating the United States Reve- 
nue laws. 

Tlie third Detective came upon the ground, seasonably, 
but made no unusual demonstrations, for a time. His asso- 
ciates recognized him, though he looked very little like his 
proper self, there! And when the gentleman from New 
Orleans came to Rouse's Point, as did also the I'etired Bos- 
ton merchant, about the same time, a thiixl stranger turned 
up at the hotel where these two were tarrying. This last 
comer was a cattle-dealer from New Jersey, and had come 
all the way north in search of beeves and a few Canadian or 
Vermont horses he wanted, if he could find them in that 
excellent market for such live stock. 

" Where the carcass is, there will the vultures gather 
together." And these professional smugglers being keen- 
scented, readily snuff their customers from afar. So tlie 
three strange gentlemen from the south and the east had not 
been at the hotel but a day or two, before one Albert Cron- 
krite, (from just over the Canada line,) with Samantha, his 
wife, both confirmed and accomplished adepts in the science 
of evading the border Custom-house officials, made their 
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mppemrmnce at the hotel, and informed the bar-keeper that 
they liad brought down a few hundred dollars' worth of nice 
ulks, and a quantity of fine brandy, wliich they would dis- 
pose of at a low figure. Tlie gentleman from New Orleans 
happened to overhear this announcement, and at once put 
himself in communication with Mr. Cronkrite. 

^ Is it good brandy ? " he asked, quietly. 

** Tlie very best, sir," said Samantha, who appeared to be 
diief manager in this business. 

•• 1 will buy it, then," responded the gentleman, directly. 

^ All riglit. It is in our wagon. Meet me at the stable, 
ID half an hour, and I will deliver it to you," replied 
Samantha, delighted. 

A movement was made, and the cattle buyer went out to 
tlie barn, soon afterwards, where he saw the Canadian wagon, 
and Mrs. Cronkrite — while Mr. C, quite within sight, 
itoud off on one side, leaving liis wife to trade. 

^ Nice animal youVe got, ma*am," ventured tlie drover, 
looking Samantha*s team over. ** Will you soil him ? Vm 
Kiokiu* for just this kind o' horse. What*s your price, 
ma*am ? " 

She didn't wish to sell. Slio had an appointment with 
aiKiUier party, to whom she wished to deliver the smuggled 
brandy : and slie was very desirous to get rid of the horse* 
dealer. 

** It*8 a good wag*n, too," continued the cattle man. 
^ Td like this team, an' I rcck'n Til Uike it of you." 

Tlie woman got uneasy, for this iin|iertinent and i>or- 
M?4eiit stranger actually got inside of the vehicle, and began 
unceremoniously to turn over the seats. 

•* Wliat are you 'bout, there ? " demanded the huly. 
^This is Iffy wagon, and seems to me you^m mukin* your- 
9e\t raytlier familiar here, on bhort aequaintance — ar'n't 



loii'r" 
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** Well, ma'am," replied the drover quietly, polling oat 
bundle after bundle of silks, and can after can of prime old 
C(^nac, ^^ it's a way I have, sometimes, when Vm away 
from home. I don't mean to be oncivil, though, ma'am. 
You'll excuse the freedom I seem to be taking. But ycm 
say this is tfour property ? '* 

^^ Of course it is," said Samantha, sharply. 

" Your horse and wagon ? '* 

" Yes — mine and my husband's." 

" An' these goods is all yourn, too ? " 

^* Yes. And I'll thank you to come out o' that, Mr. Im- 
portance 1 " 

*^ Well — on the whole, ma'am, since you admit it's all 
yourn," said the drover, coolly, " I reckon I'll take the 
entire lot — horse, harness, wag'n, and contents. I'm t 
United States officer, acting under orders of Col. Whitley, 
Chief of the Secret Service. I shall seize this property, for 
non-payment of Customs duty, and I shall also arrest you and 
your husband, yonder, for violating the U. S. Revenue laws." 

The husband tarried to hear no more, but " put out " at a 
killing pace towards the Canada line, which was distant less 
than two miles. But he was overtaken, on American soil, 
ironed by the fleet-footed Detective who pursued him, and 
secured, as was the shi*ewd Samantha, also, in a very few 
minutes after the above explanation had been made, which 
enlightened this twain, wondrously. 

Samantha pleaded that she '^ was a poor weak woman," 
but finding this stale dodge had no effect, she showed a 
well-filled pocket-book, and offered to " pay big" if allowed 
to depart. But the officer soon convinced her that Col. 
Whitley's men didn't compromise this sort of thing ; and 
he then informed her that she and her husband must go to 
Plattsburgli, and settle this little affair before the U. S. 
authorities. 
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** IVe always settled hefcrtj* said this woman, very con- 
fidently. ** Why not rwwf' 

^Dou*t see it, ma'am," persisted the officer. And he 
tomed away with the horse and loaded wa^on and owners, 
refusing to listen to anything, from his over-matched 
prij^>ners. 

At tliis juncture, the New Orleans man put in an appear* 
anoe. He liad come to the stable to get the brandy he pro- 
posed to purchase of the lady ; but saw at once how affiiirs 
stood. 

^ Tve just learned that one John Higgins has a lot of good 
brandy at the Cbamplain Hotel," he said, ^< and he wants to 
aell it to me." 

^ All rigiit," replied the officer. ^^ Go you and get him 
and his brandy, and bring all over to Plattsburgh, by first 
train. I must drive iki» load across country twenty-five 
miles. rU meet you there." And thus the two $tranger$ 
•e{«nited. 

The officer who had played the role of drover, or cattle- 
porchaser, took his prize with the two prisoners to Platts- 
liargh, and arrived there late at night. lie found the U. S. 
Commissioner, however, Geo. M. Beckworth, Esq., before 
whom he presented his captives. Tliey pleaded guilty, and 
were locked up over night, in debult of bail required in 
•8000 each. Tlie horse, wagon, and contraband goods were 
tanied over to U. S. authority, Mr. J. Carpenter, Custom 
IloQse Collector. 

About midnight, up came the ^^ New Orleans gentleman," 
in company with a bright-eyed, clever-looking Irittliman, 
and several cases of fine brandy. This Ililierniau had ac- 
cumulated eight or ten thousand dollars in profits u[M)n Au 
smuggling trade, and he now evinced great contrition, and 
pretended be was very green in it. 
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'' Be the powers, I niver in me bom days did it afore, yer 
'onnor," he declared, with great concern. "JVirer, yer 
'onnor. An' I'll niver be caught ag'in. I've a wife an* 
siven small children, yer 'onnor ; an' shure ye'U not be 
ha'ard upon thim^ in a free counthry the likes o' this — yer 
'onnor. I'll never be afther touchin' anither drap ! " 

But it was useless. This blarney wouldn't do, and he 
was bound over, to answer to Uncle Sam in the future. 

Two days afterwards, the New Orleans man was stopping; 
at the Derby Line Hotel, when one Warren 0. Hopkins 
(another smuggler) learned he was there, and called to sell 
him a few hundred dollars' worth of choice silks. 

" I heard you were to leave to-morrow," he said. ' 

" Yes," replied the other. " But I would like to get your 
silks ; " and he meant just what he said ! 

The cattle-dealer was in an adjoining room and overheard 
this conversation. He stepped in, as soon as the silks were 
brought up, and took possession of the lot, without a ^^ by 
your leave, sir." 

** Who the devil are you ? " profanely demanded Mr. Hop- 
kins. 

** I am one of Col. Whitley's men, of the U. S. Secret 
Service Division," said the drover, calmly. ** I'm looking 
after you fellows up this way. Have you got any more 
smuggled goods about here ? " 

^' I thought you was a horse man," said Hopkins. 

" Call me what you like, Warren," replied the oflScer, 
blandly, as he at once proceeded to put the iron ruffles upon 
his prisoner's wrists. " You must go with me now." 

He was taken before U. S. Commissioner N. T. Sheaf, and 
gave bail, soon afterwards. U. S. Collector Butterfield then 
came in, and took possession of the goods. 

This last seizure was made within a quarter p{ a milo of 
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Sheriflf arrived in the mornin*r, and then the arrested 
demanded to lie taken to jail, as a rusi> to ^i^^t away 
lie excited thron<; of rou^lis and Kmu^p:IiM'rt who hud 
jil, and who nouf^ht for voiijr<*an«u\ Tlirv wore nt 
ivni to Xrw|Hirt, V't., where ihry incl J. F. Alien, 
V-is't. U. S. District Attornov, who irlirvrd tliriii iil 
»hrii all tliivc ivturiu'd to l>(»st(in. 
United StatoH Customs oflicer, Mr. Duttorticlil, dr- 
it was not safe to attempt the arrest, of tliesi* siiiii^- 
jr the whole townsjiuople are in ayniiuithy with tlimiy 
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he avers. What of it ? Where is the utility in keeping 
o£Qcers in the pay of the United States who dare not do 
their duty ? For what purpose are the Custom House depu- 
ties placed along our border Hues, except to look to tliese 
matters, and see that the Goverument is not cheated by such 
pests ? Why not place officers upon these impoilant lines, 
who will fearlessly perform their duty as Col. Whitley s 
men did ? 

These seizures and arrests served as a wholesome warning 
to the smugglers in that region. Thousands of dollars have 
thus been saved to the government. The arrested parties 
were indicted, and will shortly be tried before the United 
States Court at Burlington, Vt., where they will have justice 
dealt out to them, undoubtedly. 

But this whole expedition to the line, as herein narrated, 
though entirely successful, aud tending as it did to break 
up the business there, for the time being — was a hazardous 
and difficult affair to manage ; as all this kind of thing is, 
from the desperate character of the men engaged in it, as 
well as the vast numbers who are directly or indirectly in- 
terested in the results. It was well done, however, and 
there will be little or no smuggling to complain of in that 
region, again, for the present. 
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AN EXTRAORDINARY CRIMINAL, 



LEWIS X. BOBEBTS. 



Hanttngton County, Penn'a., was the place where this 
Tery corioua character was bom, so he himself avers. He 
has now reached the Af^ of forty years, and his career of 
criminal conduct has lieen marked by a series of most singu- 
lar adTentores, though little is really known of him in his 
earlier days. 

In the year 1866, however, Lewis M. Roberts, alias John 
B. Altic, alias Henry Harrison, alias '^ Bob," (by which 
latter name lie was best known,) made his advent in the 
city of Pittsburg, Pa., which place he subsequently made 
the centre of a radius of operations, conducted with rare 
sQcceM and stealthy shrewdness, in Pennsylvania, Ohio, 
Indiana, and Virginia. 

Altogetlier unlike other men of his profession — for he 
made crime the regular business of his life — Bob Ilol>erts 
(or ^ Mysterious Bob '*) eschewed all kinds of conibi nations, 
or local associations with confederates in infamy. Nevor- 
thelcaa, according to his own confession, he enjoyed the 

241 
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confidence of certain noted criminals, remote from his own 
chosen fields of operations ; among whom where Steve 
Payne, Harry Cole, and Hank Hinman, the partner of Josh 
D. Miner ; and from these parties Bob obtained direct 
at first hands, or had sent to him as he desired it, the vast 
amounts of counterfeit notes he received, with which for a 
time he almost literally flooded the states we have named, 
wherein he drove his thrifty coney trade. 

Bob was known to be the most systematical or methodical 
manager in the counterfeiting lino, in this country. He be^ 
gan at the bottom, and worked his way up, and he knew 
" all the ropes in the ship." In his own affairs, directly, he 
established regular rotUes over which he travelled, aloue, at 
stated periods, during which journeys he delivered the conqr 
himself to customers as regularly as came the country ped- 
dler ; frequently going over these routes with a full supply of 
l>ogus notes of all denominations, and distributing the stuff 
to his patrons — to the number of over seven hundred differ- 
ent individuals, whom Bob supplied, for years, as regularly 
as the baker or the butcher makes his rounds in tlie interior 
country towns. 

On the first of every month, it was his custom to visit 
Philadelphia, where he received his ready supply of counter- 
feits, in bulk. These parcels were delivered to him without 
any allusion to their contents, as mysteriously and quietly as 
he wrought himself, by a woman who always met liim at 
pre-agreed-on points between the Quaker City and Lancas- 
ter, Pa. Having made these " deals," he woulj leave that 
region as silently as he came, and proceeding to Harrisburg, 
would supply his customers there, and thence his established 
route would take him up the north branch of the Susque- 
hanna. 

Here he would communicate with his patrons in the coal 
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epoos of Pennsylvania ; and thence his course lay direct to 
^Ctaburg again, and on to Ohio, Indiana, Virginia — where 
M difttriboted, as be passed along, thousands of counterfeit 
»ale«. Tills undertaking generally consumed the entire 
moDth, almost, leaving him only su£Qcicnt time to get back 
bo Pbiladelpliia, where he would replenish his stock, and 
■lart cot once more upon the first of the month, to go over 
Ike same gronnd, with similar success. 

Tbia course of traffic he pursued, unmolested and unde- 
tected from 1867 to Jan'y., 1871, meanwhile receiving and 
disposiDg of, upon an average, fifty thousand dollars, 
iDoathly, or about two millions, annually, in counterfeit 
notes and enrrency. And the stuff he thus got rid of was 
aa freely passed from hand to hand, and from one town to 
another, aa if every bogus dollar he uttered had been 
genaine. 

During the months of December, 1870, and January, 1871, 
the city of Pittsburgh had been especially victimized in this 
manner. Tlie place was crammed with these base issues. 
Mr. Benson, tlien a Chief Operative under Col. Whitley, 
who luul charge of tlie Pennsylvania District of the U. 8. 
Secret Service, worked assiduously to ferret out the source 
from which this flood of counterfeits had originated, lie 
•occeedcd in causing the arrest of over thirty criminals 
enf^aged in tliis business, all of whom confessed that they 
ubiaiiied their supply from a mysterious person, known to 
tlicm as *^ Bob ; ** but what his other name was, if he had 
any, tliey were unable to tell. 

About this time, another coney man was cau};ht, who 
bore tlie flash cognomen of the ^' Flying Dutchman,** from 
Uie fact tliat he was a German, and had succeeded in his 
tricks so admirably, and subsequently had dimippeared so 
often aa to gain tiiis title. Mr. Benson became satisfied 
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that it was useless to attempt to break up the bosiness, 
while the leading spirit ^^ Bob " was at leisure ; for, al- 
though he captured a couple of scores of the small rogues— 
the boodle-carribrs and shovers — the big scoundrel wts 
still at large. When the ^^ Flying Dutchmau " was secured, 
however, he ^^ squealed " on Bob, and among otlier matters 
informed the Detective that that silently working rogue was 
receiving letters, by mail/ under the address of "John B. 
Altic, Box 18," at East Liberty P. 0., distant some six miles 
from Pittsburgh. 

This town was the residence of H. Bucher Swoope, Esq., 
(known as the chain-lightning District Attorney of the 
West), who was then U. S. District Attorney for the Wes- 
tern Dist. of Penn'a. Mr. Benson conferred with Swoope, 
and found him ready and anxious to aid him in his scheme 
for detecting '^ mysterious Bob," who had so long and so 
ingeniously pursued his wicked business. And plans were 
laid which culminated in the complete success of this final 
undertaking. 

A close watch was set at the Post Office Box named, in 
East Liberty. The party who called for and took away the 
letters there was ^' shadowed," and in a short time Bob 
was within the grasp of the law. He was arrested, and 
Benson took him to Pittsburgh, where U. S. Attorney 
Swoope had found eighteen indictments against him, before 
the Grand Jury, for uttering and passing counterfeit money. 
The culprit was then put upon his trikl before Judge Mc- 
Candless, of the U. S. District Court, sitting at that place 

Bob saw the handwriting on the wall, now. When ar- 
raigned, he pleaded guilty to two of the indictments, and 
upon these. Judge McGandless sentenced him to the Western 
Penitentiary, at Alleghany City, for twenty years, and to 
pay a fine of $10,000. Bob is now serving out this sen- 
tence. 
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Before entering upon this long retirement from the outer 
vorld, the prisoner had an interview with Mr. Swoope and 
Mr. Benson ; during which he made a full confession of his 
Bsmerous misdeeds, and freely detailed all the particulars 
of hU mode of operations — for years previously — through 
which he had amassed a handsome fortune. 

At tlie time of his sentence he was possessed of over 
130,000 in property, all of which he deeded to his wife, in 
Gee, before he went to prison. He exhibited signs of peni- 
traoe, and final regrets, at last, in view of the terrible pros- 
pect before liim. He will be tlirco score years old, upon 
his release from confinement, should he survive this incar- 
Dermtion ; and well might ho feel depressed and ho[)elc8s as 
to his future, in contemplation of what was before him, 
it this climax in his ill-s])ent life ! 

^ Bob *' is not a handsome man. He is under-sized in 
ilaturc (five feet five) but of stout build, dark complexion, 
keen eyes, and has been married some years. He has been 
ilrictly temperate in his habits, however, very ])enurious, 
End sliarp — but was never an associate with cracksmen, 
imrglars, or thieves. His evil career is ended. The 
mialler rtacals who patronized him so lil>erally, have lost 
the provider of their former stuff, and their occu[)ation is 
[iow gone, for a time. And thus an '^ ugly nest " has been 
>rokeu up in that part of the country, through the exertions 
>f the United States Detectives, and the officers of the 
Oitftrict Court, in Western Pennsylvania. 



THE SKELETON WITNESS. 



FAIE OF A COUNTERFEITING FAMTLI 



«<THE JOHNSONS." 



In the year 1869, there resided in the beautiful and 
•eluded village of Trenton, (about a dozen miles below to^ 
city of Detroit, Mich.,) upon the margin of the pictiiresqii^ 
river running into the great Lake, there — a nice family 
who were known by name as ** the Johnsons ; " the agecJ 
father and mother, two sons just attained to manhood, and 
two beautiful daughters, comprising this interesting hooae^ 
hold. 

In that country, as a rule, few questions are asked or 
answered as to the antecedents of people who make their 
appearance, from lime to time, among the older residents. 
Everybody is welcouie, and if new comers carry themselves 
with a decent regard for the rights of others, it is not the 
haJ)it of their neighbors to criticise them, or to search out 

Uicir prior history, ordinarily. 
Thus, when the Johnsons came from Indiana, to live in 

H^Ay^t md subsequently moved down the River to Tren- 
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I, they selected a very pretty spot, and none inquired why 
ij came, in tlie first place, or wherefore they lefl the 
J for the lovely rustic home they chose to settle in, at 

What their occupation was, or how they contrived to live 
is not a matter of query either. They passed for very 
<e^tcctahle people, the young men were courteous and aOa- 
»le« the ladies decidedly handsome, well educated, and nat- 
(ftlly polite to all who came in contact witii them ; and the 
arrcut of their lives seemed to all outward appearance — 
> Ijt running as smoothly and as serenely as was the (low 
tlie gentle river that coursed by their door, towards the 

At Detroit, while the Johnsons lived there in a very se- 
a^M way, the chance arrest of a petty oiTcndor in the 
c^k woods, gave one of Chief Whitley's active and watch- 
^ Detectives in that region a clew which aroused certain 
Qpie suspicious in his mind, and caused him subsequently 
keep an eye on this ap]>arcntly well-to-do, hap[)y, innocent 
^^nchold. He conceived the idea that notwithstanding the 
^ming |>urity and res[)ectability of the Johnson cstablisli- 
^Dt, this house — if not exactly the burrow of a rahbit^ was 
^ bole of 9L€onejf! He might ho in error. Probably ho 
u. But he Uiought it no harm to keep his eye o\>Qn. And 
) did. 

It can bo no very agreeable task for an intelligi^nt, high* 
inded official, (such as Detectives in the U. S. Service 
ight t«» lie) to play the spy u|H)n the movements of those 
HHu he may at some time in his life have looked u|H)n with 
lid este<'m, as l>eing* miKlels of liononible upri^litut^sH and 
trgnty. But duty is duty. These nu*ii are com|H^lliMi to 
rform even this sort of iiiiwolcoine tiuik, not inrn^qucntly, 
»«cver much the work may otfend their predilections. The 
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Operatite, for example, who had charge of the Detroit and 
Northwestern District, felt constrained to place the JoIibsod 
family under surveillance. 

After long and patient watching, however, no serioadj 
suspicious circumstances or proofs against them turned np^ 
Still, convinced that his first opinion was justifiable, ha 
finally ^^ took the bull by the horns," one day, and institotod 
a search in the house where this family resided. Tlie move- 
ment was altogether unanticipated on their part, but the 
result proved that the watchful Detective was not in error. 
Counterfeiting materials, chemicals, and tools were discov- 
ered there, in the tiiink of one of the sons, who secretly 
made good his escape, just prior to this search being made. 

The father was at that time arrested, felonious charges 
were made against him, and he was held for examination. 
A judicious exercise of moral suasion with the venerable 
man, while he was in prison, induced him subsequently to 
procure and deliver up to the oflScials, a set of superior $18 
counterfeit plates. But as no legal proof was available 
against him just then, he was released, on promise of future 
amendment. Then it was that the old people, with the 
daughters, removed from Detroit to the beautiful spot they 
afterwards occupied on the River, below — at Trenton. 

As it was deemed advisable not to make unnecessary stir 
about this matter at that time, nothing became known pub- 
licly of this slip-up ; and so they retired to the country, 
where their antecedants were unknown, and led a life of 
seeming quiet and respectability there. But fresh indications 
— which cropped out while looking up the details of a smug- 
gling case across the River, in that quarter, prompted the 
continuously watchful Detective to surmise that " the dog 
had returned to his vomit." 

Various devices were now resorted to in oi*der to obtain 
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ic clear proofs that the later suspicious of the officer had 
angible foondatiou. But the family could not be impli* 
ed« fairly. Tlie surveillance was faithfully kept up, how- 
T, and suspicion strengthened daily. But there were no 
s/ groauds upon which a cause for arrest could be based. 
t dice more the determined Detective ventured to take 
t cluuices. And, procuring a search-warrant, and a 
Me, the secluded house by the Biver-side was surrounded, 
nigiit, and Uioroughly examined. 

A complete ransacking of the Johnson residence followed, 
t aTailed the searchers nothing ; and ^^ injured innocence " 
ji now 8tronp;ly assumed by the family, who were thus 
lersecaied *' by tliis persistent and unrelenting^ official. 
te daughters wept, the parents complained of this mani- 
[fly malicious outrage," and the beaten officer and his 
m retired, in despair. Tliey were in tiie act of hitching 
their teams, in the barn, prefmratory to leaving the 
^OIifleil, when tlie Detective said the hay-loft had not been 
irclied, and this mant Ih) done before they quit the place. 
A careful examination of this spot, at its close, revealed a 
lit among tlie hay. This lioot, it turned out, was at- 
:lied to a human foot. The foot was Rcizcd, and was 
iiid to belong to the l)ody of a man who had formerly fled 
»m Detroit, (on the occasion of the original search of this 
nily*s liouse,) and drawing out this form ft*om the hay- 
>w, it was found to be that of young Johnson, the roii who 
d nm away some time ]>reviously, as has already oecn 
ited. 

The whole family were now arrested, and taken up to 
ftroit, wliero they were shortly placed on trial for ^^ felon- 
is iKMsession** of counterfeit plates and materials. They 
're moHt ably defended by legal counst'l, and with the 
illy scanty evidence which the Qovcrnmeut had to prose- 
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cute upon, the case seemed lost, while the tearful presence 
of the beautiful daughters caused the multitude attendant in 
the Court room inwardly to hope for and rejoice at the 
prospect of a speedy triumphant acquittal. 

Lovely women in tears ! Venerable parents bowed down 
to the earth with this unworthy persecution ! Sympatlietic 
hearts beating audibly in the excited throng! Eloqaent 
counsel moved to weeping, as he recounted the details of 
the abuses that were thus being unjustly heaped upou the 
innocent heads of his respectable clients ! Jury almoit con- 
vinced that the defendants were victims of a most unright- 
eous conspiracy ! And Government officials, even, seem- 
ingly satisiied that their case had gone up but not yet, 

quite ! 

One John B. Trout, a noted counterfeiter formerly, was 
taken from the Indiana State Prison, where he was serving 
out a sentence that will terminate only with his life, and 
placed u|)on the stand as a witness for the Government. 
This man was in the last stages of consumption. lie had 
lived a life of infamy, and for his time, he had been one of the 
most extensive and adroit counterfeiters known in the west 
He knew the Johnsons ! He had dealt with them, and 
'' could a tale unfold'' regarding their character and history 
that none but he could rehearse. 

He was almost dead, and resembled a galvanized cor[)se 
more than he did a living human. He was terribly emaciated, 
and but the shadow of his former self. His feeble utterance 
was but a coarse, faint whisper, but he mounted the witness- 
stand, and told a tale of confederacy in guilty work with the 
Johnson family — all of them — that carried certain con- 
viction with it, and quickly turned the tables in favor of the 
Government. 

The scene was dramatic. The densely crowded Court, 
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the pide and nervous defendants, the blooming, beauteous 
daoghters, like Niobe, all tears, and in the box the skeleton 
tritneM, Trout, like one arisen from the grave ; as his hissing 
condemning fearful whispers were caught up by the ea«;er 
listeners — while he unfolded the details of a well organized 
mod far-reaching conspiracy of counterfeiters, of which the 
aocnsed had long been concerned among the foremost, in 
the infamy. 

It was too much. Tlie case went to the jury, the Judge's 
cliarge was fair and just« they were all convicted, consigned 
to the Michigan State Prison, and are still there — serving 
oot their long and weary but righteous sentences. 

Only through Uie persistent, plodding, cautious, and 
judicious management of Col. Whitley's men, was this 
apparently respectable and honest but really wicked family 
removed from society, where they had for years carried on 
their secret infamous work. And all the efforts of those offi« 
ciaU most have failed, but for the fmal damning testimony 
of tbe ^ skeleton witness — " Trout. 



A. BR^CE OF 



CONFIDENCE MEN. 



HOLLYWOOD AND SAYHOUB. 



One Edward H. Baymour, who had been employed for 
Bome time in various Detective bureaux of the West, and 
elsewhere, upon hearing of the remarkable success of 
Pinkertoii's and other private Detective Agencies, was 
ambitious to emulate these men ; but determined to bring 
about this desired result by striking into an original line, 
peculiar to himself. 

Raymour hired a central suite of apartments for liis 
" offices " upon a main thoroughfare in the city of Detroit, 
and procuring a showy safe, ledgers, letter-books and other 
formidable appropriate appliances to a detective " agency," 
with a full supply of stationery which he headed with stun- 
ning lines in black " The North Western Detective Agency," 
went to work and drew around him a corps of operatives, 
and commenced in earnest to put his contemplated peculiar 
plan into full operation. 

Then dividing his force so that they could advantageously 
'Miunt in couples," one of these was instructed to pass 

252 
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over a dcAigiiated route of territory, and findiiifi^ in- 
itials who he thought hkelj to nibble at this bait, his 
>m'6 arranged to sell them (at amazingly low figures) 
ijHily of counterfeit money, which it was represented by 
^^lH^rdinates ha«l l>een collected by their " Chief" during 
' tmvi'lfl in the Detective service. Then, after a suitable 
iTval had ela|)sed, the {)artner — properly posted in the 
UiU of what tlie avant courier had accomplished — was 
' fullow up his route, find the purchasers of the stuff he 
^d thus distributed, and ^^ shako " them for their pains! 
^ lut iH, if they came down handsomely in response to the 
M'lf^ls of the second man (who thus showed them that he 
^asaigiiizaut of their erime^) he would let them off; if they 
'^'ritffd, lie was to arrest them, tuni them over to the 
fvxioral authorities, and, having sufficient proof for convic- 
tJiiii, could claim the reward offered for securing dealers in 
cuunterfcit money. 

It eventuated that their nominal *^ Chief" did not continue 
to supply Uiese black-mailing sul)ordinates sufficiently with 
^ood money to \wf their hotel and travelling exi)enses. ?^ 
tlH*v comniCDCcd to make use of the counterfeit notes the 
^Cliii'f** had entrusted them with, for the pur|M)sc of de- 
iraying tlieir bills, as they journeyed. This latter stuff was 
'laced ill tlieir hands only to bo used as a bait or trap to 
satcli dupes with. But by using it in the other way, tlu*y 
id tncks lieliiiid tlicm very easily to ha discovered, naturally. 
I^tcctivo Blancliard of Col. Whitley*s force *'" rais<Ml this 
rail ** ooe day, and he followed it out so sharply that ho 
lad this whole batch of knaves and confidence men in his 
:lutcli, at an early hour, therearter. The arrest (»f tl;o 
* Chief" Raymour, a search and seizure of all his Detective 
|ora|ilienialia, a complete explosion ami exfiosun^ of tlu 
^uiire plot immediately followed, and the doughty '' Chief * 
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of this loud sounding " N. W, Detective Agency " is at thif 
writing belieyed to be engaged in making first class pegged 

brogans, in the Michigan State Prison Exit Baj- 

mour. 

For many years there had resided in the city of Detrwt, 
Mich., a physician named Hollywood, who fortunately (for 
them) had very few patients upon his professional visiting* 
list. He was a man of goodly bearing and fine outvard 
appearance and manners — and seemed to be possessed of 
ready means. But there was a something about this indi^ 
vidual almost indefinable, yet to the eye of the experieaceA. 
and watchful Detective, certain indications which prompted 
suspicions that all was not exactly right in his conduct 

Many and repeated were the plans laid to entrap hiim^ 
but these all recoiled upon the planners. Being arrcstecS- 
on one occasion, charged with complicity in a daring burglar^ 
of a jeweller's store in Detroit, with a very strong priia^* 
facie case against him, the Doctor, after a lengthy and e]C^^ 
citing trial, escaped the toils of the prosecuting State oflSciaL^ 
— but only to quickly tumble into the hands of those wh 
believed him guilty of the first named charge, but we 
very certain they had a dead sure thing on him, in anotlie 
direction. 

One Lewis, an extensive " shover " of counterfeit Nationa 
Currency, had esca|)ed and taken refuge in the Cantxiint:^ 
Dominions. The Ass't. U. S. District Attorney and Detec-^ 
tive Blanchard, were busily engaged in endeavoring to ge^ 
Lewis extradited. While thus occupied, they suddenly ob-^ 
tained a clue to another offender, one Warner — a suspected 
partner — in whose store, upon its being searched, was 
found a large quantity of charred fragments of counterfeit 
bills that had been burned there. 

This discovery gave Warner a hint of " a wrath to come,'* 
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Ud he concluded to own up. He '* squealed " sufGciently 

to fix upon Hollywood as the nucleus of a Terj extensive 

tMQterfeiting gang in Michigan, who were affiliated with 

^ iimilar co-partnershi{>s all over the Northern States. Holly- 

wooi vas cleared of the alleged jewelry store . robbery, but 

^ at lie stepped out of the Becorder*8 Court after that verdict 

1 ol *• not guilty," he stepped into the hands of the U. S. 

Secret Service Detectives, who took him before the Cominis- 

■ioQer, vhere 910,000 bail was demanded of him on a 

•'■rge of dealing in the •' queer." 

He was committed in default of finding sureties, and was 

AibieqiicDtly put u|)on trial. Tlie jury stood out for seven 

*^^ eleven to one, but at last brought in a verdict of 

f^^^f. Ilis counsel procured a new trial for him. Money 

*^ Uvisbed freely in his defence, and in procuring a cloud 

^^itneMca to swear him out of his peril. But equal dili- 

®*"^ was exerted against him on the Government side. 

^ Aer long and {mtient labor, during the entire succeeding 

'^'^jcr, hiJi former confederates, whom he was very certain 

- ^''^ nafely immured in several difTerent Penitentiaries, were 

- J^^il and brought to Detroit, where they were kept care- 
. . ^ concealed, and out of his reach, for the puri)08e of 

^^ ^ng their testimony up at his next triul. 

t length tlic case of Hollywood was called, and the pris- 

^ wa» arraigned. The Clerk of the Court proceeded to 

^1 the lengthy indictment, during which there filed in 

*^ »ugli a side door, one by one, his old accomplices whom 

**^ thought were dead to this world, but who now came up 

^ vonfound him. Tliey wero headed by Detective l>lancli- 

^^, vlio had most diligently labored to nmrshal this host. 

f^li fixed a glance upon him, in passing, and then moved 

The astounded man blanched, trembled, sank back into a 
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seat, had a hurried conference with his counsel, and tlieii 
pleaded ^^ guilty " to the indictment. He, too, did the State 
of Michigan service, in Jackson Penitentiary ; until failing 
in his health, seriously, he was pardoned out, upou this 
ground by the Governor. 

These cases are but two of many important arrests and 
convictions, where the talents, energy, and determination of 
Detective Blanchard have been found so serviceable to die 
community in the Northwest. Both these men were tal- 
ented and cunning sharpers, whose careers were marked by 
a course of *^ confidence " experiments, for the most part, 
and who carried their brazen-faced schemes to the verge of 
impudence, ordinarily. But they were healthily provided 
for, at last, and the people of Detroit and neighborhood are 
veiy well content to have been thus ridded of their presence, 
effectually, in the end. 




WM. W APPLEGATE. 

OPERATIVE, XEW ENGLAND DISTRICT, 

V. 8. Skcbkt Skhvich HiviaioN, [Sm 




HARRY G. BLANCHARD, 



OPERATIVE, S. S. DIVISION, AT DETROIT. 



Upon page 284 will be found an admirable likeness of the 
■IdUful oflScer whose name and rank heads this article — 
who has been for some time latterly an OperatiTe in the S. 
S. DiTision, under Col. Whitley, and whose head-quarters 
are now established at Detroit, Mich. 

Mr. Blanchard is a native of New York city, born there in 
IdST. His father was master of a vessel plying between 
New York and Liverpool, who wooed and won his mother (a 
nmtivc of Ireland,) during a voyage which the latter made in 
lib vessel in emigrating to America. Young Harry was 
sent to a private school kept by a lady on Avenue '^ D," 
where he remained until he was eleven years old, acquiring 
the nidimentary elements ; and whatever education he has 
since obtained has been gathered from such books as he 
could pick up, studied at night, when the labors of the day 
were over. From tlie inevitable training and discipline 
which the wide-awake American must acquire Uirougli con- 
tact with men and events when thus thrown u|K)n his own 
resources, and obliged as he has l>een to battle with the 
wurid, alone, he has profited in his ex|)orienco, largely. 

Leaving school at twelve years of age, and f(^*ling an 
209 11 
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irrepressible longing for adventure, and an ardent desire to 
see the sights and scenes which the big world might have to 
present, he went to sea in the Barque " John Benson," ia 
the West India trade, shipping as a "Rojal Boj." By 
perseverance, hard work, and the exercise of other good 
qualities, he won his way to the positions of supercargo and 
assistant navigator ; attaining these posts, and with them a 
pretty thorough knowledge of practical seamanship, by the 
time he was eighteen years of age. 

Having heard of the Great West and of the broad inland 
seas she held in her bosom, and of the great opportunitied 
which that virgin land presented to those who could avail 
themselves of them, he went to Michigan, landing at 
Detroit, with the world all before him, and having thirty- 
seven cents as a capital fund, shipped with Capt. Atwood, on 
the Steamer " Ariel," to learn the navigation of the Lakes, 
and to do whatever lie might be called upon to perform, at 
the munificent compensation of eleven dollars a month. 
After three seasons' service with this officer, he passed the 
required examination before the Inspector, and being 
granted a Master's Certificate, took charge of the same boat 
as Master. From this time until 1865, Capt. Blanchard, as 
he has henceforth been designated, remained on the North 
Western Lakes, in charge of Steamers, encountering the 
storms, dangers, and vicissitudes which diversify the life of 
almost all sailors. 

In 185G, he received an appointment as a Detective in the 
Detroit Custom House, at a salary of $800 a year. In 1867, 
he was transferred to the U. S. Marshal's office of the 
Eastern Dis't. of Michigan as Chief Deputy, having in 
charge all the affairs of the office ; a post which he has held 
under two Presidential administrations, under four success- 
ive Marshals, and still continues to hold. Here ho acquired 
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eoDftiderable experience as a Criminal officer, in the deteo* 
lion and prosecution of offences against the United States 
statutes, which led to his appointment as an Operative fh 
the S. S. Division. 

During his |)eriod of service in the Bureau referred to, and 
m^^ a De{>uty Marshal, Capt. Blanchard has been associated 
with the prosecution of many very im|K)rtant Criminal 
ca^eH. Detroit is well known as a frontier city, being sepa- 
rated from the adjoining province of Canada only I)y a nar- 
row strait ; and u[M)n the Canadian shore refugees who have 
bj tlicir misdeeds made Uncle Sam's territory too hot for 
Ihem, often assemble in numbers, and in their comparatively 
safe head-quarters, plan villainy and fit out excursions into 
the adjacent States. To this haven of refuge the holder of 
c<iuutcrfett plates and forged or bogus notes instinctively 
fleea, when he feels that justice is upon his track, and 
along this frontier, organized parties of smugglers, (con- 
trolling large capital,) with presidents, secretaries, book- 
kee[iers, and financial and collecting agents, often operate 
against Uncle Sam's revenue. It used to be a matter of 
daily occurrence for numbers of women to cross and re- 
croM upon the ferries with contraband goods on their {)er- 
sons, averaging in value from $fi,000 to ^^^OOO a day. 
Capt. B. was detailed to break up this practice, which ho 
succeeded in doing most thoroughly; so that hardly a case of 
this kind now occurs on the Detroit frontier once in a month. 

At this same period he detocted the existence of one of 
tlicjte large smuggling companies, headed by McCufTerty (of 
aultfiequent Fenian notoriety) with others who were illegally 
im{iorting such great quantities of Canadian whiskey into 
IMroit as to mono[>olize the market, and to 8U[)|)ly almost 
the entire retail trade, and nearly to ruin the business of 
the honest dealers Uiere. By skillfully securing an accoui« 
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plice, who, fancying himself cheated by his partners, re- 
vealed all their secrets^by making arrest of the receivers in 
succession, and by obtaining from their jealousy the " points'* 
against their abettors, Capt. B. succeeded in capturing and 
convicting the heads of the Company, as well as all their 
receivers, (a host in number) and this was the last of whole- 
sale Whiskey smuggling on the Michigan frontier. * 

From Whiskey, the smugglers turned their attention to 
Spices (a natural connection where they were fond of punch) 
who brought over barrels of nutmegs in small boats, at 
night. By travelling in a Canadian expi-ess car, under the 
disguise of a smuggler, Capt. B. gained the confidence of 
some of this gang, which resulted in the conviction of one 
O'Mara, chief of the gang, and two other parties in Pitts- 
burg, Pa., and the confiscation of a large amount of goods 
followed. In returning to Detroit from the trial of those 
cases, Capt. B. took passage at Cleveland, on the ill fated 
Steamer " Morning Star," which was sunk by collision 
with the Bark Courtlandt. Ho remained floating on a box 
in Lake Erie for four hours; sujfficient to disgust almost 
any man with cold water, altiiough it seems to have given 
him a preference for this fluid, as he never drinks anything 
else. 

A very skillfully devised plan for supplying the N. T. 
market with the finest Lyons silks, by direct importations to 
Montreal, by conveyance thence to Samia (opposite Port 
Huron) and by transpoi'tation across the river boundary, 
packed in sacks and carried in small skifis to the American 
side, where they were repacked and forwarded by rail to 
the Eastern markets, was detected, worked up and prose- 
cuted to conviction by Capt. B. and Customs OflScer Inslee ; 
resulting in the conviction and sentence of George Moutjoy 
(somewhat notorious in political as well as criminal circles 
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in Philadelphia) his associates Cochran and Wright, and tho 
realixation of 912,785 in fines, and the confiscation and 
sale by the U. S. authorities of a very large amount of the 
motft valuable silks. 

The Depots of the Detroit & Milwaukie B. B. and Michi- 
f^mn Central R. R. were destroyed by fire, originating in 
Petroleum stored therein, and in an attendant large loss of 
life. This excited general remark and remonstrance in tho 
community, as to the non-enforcement of the Act of Gon- 
Kress prohibiting tlie sale of Kerosene Oil inflammable at a 
lew temperature than 110^ Fahrenheit. Capt. B. was de- 
tailed to procure proofs against all persons in his District 
who were violating this law. This was a work of no small 
maioiitude, but by skillfully devised plans and great rapidity 
of movement, Capt. B. procured sufficient proofs in some 
three hundred cases, on which indictments were found by 
the Grand Jury. Tlie parties gave bail and tested the 
constitutionality of the Law before the U. S. Supreme 
Court ; wliere judgment was rendered adverse to the con- 
i>titutiouality of the statute. But the cficct of the indict- 
menu and arrests was such, that from that time to tho 
present in Capt. B*s. district no oil of dangerous explosive 
qualities has been or is offered for sale, and as a conse- 
quence accidents from exploding Kerosene are now rarely 
iK-srd of. 

Capt. Blanchard still continues to hold the res[)on8ible 
ffisitioD lie has so long and so creditably occupied as Deputy 
U. S. jtfarshal in Michigan, but also fills the |M)st of lead- 
• :i;: 0|ierative in the Detective Service of the United States 
.Srcret Ser\'ice Division, under ap|K)intnient by Col. Whitley. 

llis rare success in detecting crimiiiuls in the Northwest, 
a:id his continual laltors to suppress crime in that re;;ion 
luivc been remarkable. Our limits do not |>orniit us here to 
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enter into the details of many celebrated prosecutions wbicli 
have been worked up by this officer ; but in other parts of 
our Memoirs, some interesting cases managed by him, will 
find insertion by themselves. The instances of the arrest 
and conviction of Norman Mitchell, Horace Chafiee, William 
Smith, James Duffy, Charles Clark, and other notable crimi- 
nals in the Northwest, may be referred to in connection witii 
this officer^s achievements. 

Capt. Blanchard is a medium sized man, rather sligiit io 
build, of nervous temperament, strong will, rather restless 
habit, but possesses energetic impulses, schooled by an iron 
self-command. He is now in the full vigor of ripe man- 
hood, and is known and esteemed in the region of country 
where he is now located as a good citizen, an upright man, 
who has earned the good opinion of his fellow men, and who 
now enjoys, in a large degree, the confidence of the public 
and of his superior officers. 




JEWEL AND SILK SMUGGLERS 



FROM .OVER THE SEAS. 



Tlie smuggling of jewels aud silks from across the ocean, 
and fnim South America, has l)een carried on very exten- 
iiivoly, through our chief Atlantic ports, and tiie U. S. Gov- 
eniiueut is every month defrauded out of Customs duties, 
through well-cout rived fraud in the " im()ortation " of these 
and other easily {Mjrtable valuables — to a very huge cxtcMit. 

In tlie article of diamonds, it is asserted by honest dealers 
oil this side the water that they can not imi)ort these pre- 
cious stones and pay the ten |x;r cent, advaloreni tax, to any 
profit; since the foreign cost-value is so near the actual 
standard price they command in this country, (and more- 
over liecause so many are ^mug<jlvd into our markets,) that 
tliey arc unable to compete with certain unscrupulous deal- 
em, who manage to get their goods in this line through, 
without ]iQying duties u)»on them, at all, or, at least, as Dftc'U 
asthev can secretlv effect this result. 

E%*ery conceivable device is resoiied to i)y thrso snni;:- 
gh'rs, to |»ass their valuable goods through siiriM'ssrnlly, lVi*(» 
of duty. In many instances, and durini: xwwwy yoars of 
practice, Uith Jews and Uentilcs have lortiinaUly siirtviMlrd 
in thus evading the {myment of dtitifs — :iiid tlhMmbiwi'ul 
205 
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work is still going on ; though it is certain that a check has 
been applied to this traffic in the past two years, through 
the exertions of the Secret Service Division, under Col. 
Whitley's supervision, who within that period has secured 
and passed over to the U. S. authorities, almost a hundred 
thousand dollars' worth of jewels, diamonds, laces, etc., 
which he and his men have seized on the steamers, and from 
foreign or resident passengers who have attempted to laud 
them here, unlawfully. A few of these interesting instances 
wc gather from the records, for the benefit of the public, 
showing how this thing is worked, in certain cases. 

About a year prior to the laying of the last Atlantic cable, 
a sharp Post Office clerk in New York city, whose duty re- 
quired him to have oversight of the foi^eign letters, fancied 
that certain documents received by the Atlantic steamers con- 
tained something beside legitimate correspondence, though 
the suspected packets that fell under his notice were so 
nicely prepared, abroad, that they had the outward general 
appearance that all was right. He communicated his sus- 
picions to the authorities, however, and the suspected letters 
were placed in the possession of the Collector of New York. 

This officer had no legal authority to open those letters, 
or to break their seals. This act would be felony, under 
the United States statutes. So the parties to whom these 
missives were addressed were sent for, and requested to 0[>en 
thcni in presence of the officials. The firm to whom these 
letters were directed, had no interest whatever in the 
transactions. Inside the outer envelope there was another, 
and within that (in each instance) there was found a quan- 
tity of beautiful diamonds carefully distributed over or em- 
bedded in two layers of cotton wool. 

The letters were intended to reach another individual, a 
travelling German by the name of Kurns, who being advisod 
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Uiat liis coDftigiimcuts had ^^ gone up," through this discov- 
ery, liaulcd off, directly, and advised bis foreign correspond* 
eiit to *^ discontinue further remittances." 

But, pending the reception of this countermanding of 
previous orders, diamonds continued to arrive by the mails 
fn>m Europe (there was no ocean telegraph, then) until 
llK*ir value reached over twelve thousand dollars, to this same 
pcn«ou ; all of which of course were similarly gobbled up, as 
tlM*y came, by the U. S. officials and were confiscated, duly. 

It is said by those who ought to know the fact, that not 
luore than one tenth of all the diamonds oflered in the 
AiDerican market (owing to their portability and easy con- 
cealment, en route,) ever |)ay any duty ! 

Tlie attention of Chief Whitley of the U. S. Secret Ser- 
vice having been called to this abuse, he gave the subject 
h\A att4;ntion, and has succeeded with bis Deputies, in teach- 
ing Komc of this craft a wholesome lesson, while his seizures, 
ftH ve have noted, have l>een in some cases very important, 
and valuable. But the devices which the 8mug<;Iers of this 
kind of pro|x*rty resort to are very cunningly contrived, 
and tlie variety of modes whereby such pro|>erty can be 
concealed is so infinite, that it has proved most diflicult to 
catch tliese offenders, often. We give a few cases in point, 
however. 

Two or three instances of diamond smuggling (^froni 
Binzil) }ier steamer from Rio de Janeiro bad occurred, and 
CVil. Whitley put a couple of his men u|K)n the trail of suh- 
pect4.'«l passengers who were said to have come up in the 
Uiut from 4South America. There were two men who went 
to lliil>ener*s hotel, in the Bowery, who were *' sbudoweti ** 
\*y ('i»l. W's. Detectives, and who gave their names as (Jus- 
tj\f Westphel and one Wagner, bis friend. 

WcHtphel stated that he was a Uernian '' Count.** But 
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it was known to the officers that if he were a scion of 
nobility, he had certainly kept a lager-beer saloon in New 
York city, at one time, and so they sought to learn more 
about him. 

Mr. Nettleship, Col. Whitley's chief Assistant, was called 
up one night by anotlier member of the force who had ob- 
tained the requisite information, and shortly afterwards put 
himself into communication with the parties mentioned who 
halted at Hubcner's. 

Mr. N's peculiarly courteous manners and suavity in all 
this sort of intercourse, is proverbial. He waited upon 
the strangers, and had an interview with his " Count "-ship, 
who played this dodge with well dissembled grace, but to 
very little purpose, as it eventuated. 

He was informed that he was under suspicions, and some 
two thousand dollars' worth of diamonds which were found 
in his possession, were taken by Mr. N. He stoutly con- 
tended that he was a German nobleman, and that these 
were "family jewels" belonging rightfully to him, which 
he had no idea required the payment of duty, since they 
were his individual f)crsonal properly. 

" That won't answer, Count," said Nettleship, politely. 
" If this were true, how is it that these gems are all without 
their settings ? " 

This pertinent question rather staggered the smuggler, 
but he still persisted in claiming the precious stones, and 
assumed a dignified appearance of oflfence at being thus 
questioned, overhauled, and annoyed. He put on airs that 
disconcerted even the usually polite and civil 0{)erative, 
who now had him (as he knew) within his toils. 

" It won't do," rei)catod Nettleship. " These gems have 
been stolen from a New Yoik jewelry store, in a recent - 
robbery down town ; and it is exceedingly unfortunate that 
they are found in your hands." 
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The Count hopjxid up, at this charge, aud vociferously 
t.<inuuiice«l his determination to call the officer to account 
for this unwurnintahle insult. 

**rve iTot the hill of them, right here," he continued, 
HhaqJy, drawing forth a document from his breast-pocket — 
and forgettiu<r« all at once, the original falsity he had at- 
U*iDptcd. "Here — can you read this?'^ he demanded, 
tnum|ihuntly, as he thrust the pa|)er into NettIcKhi[)*s hand. 

It wan a regidar invoice of the gems, in German, dated at 
Vimiia, :Ki<i pnr{H>rted to he a hill of sale of the diamonds 
to Wotpliel. Mr. N. reail it, and then inquired courteously, 

*• Wliat l^ecomes of the Count's tale you've just rehearsed, 
if thU is veritahle ? " 

•• Tlial is immaterial, sir. There is a bill of these goods. 
I |<iiil it. Tliey are mine. And you can just put that into 
your pi|>c an' smoke it — eh V " resj)onded Westphel, tri- 
uuipliantly. 

•• 'V\\'\< liill is of a recent date, 1 notice," said N. 

*• Wli.) Haid it wasn't ? " asked Westphel. 

" Ihit you siatiMi, jnst now, that the jewels came from 
Titur family — that vou are a Count — " 

** And wliat if 1 did V May not a zhcntlemau travel in 
ihi-* «*<#untry in ct»j.^ if he please ? " 

•• X«it un«ler these circumstanceR," Bai<l N., |H)litely. 
*• Ant] H) to cut this matti^r hluut, Mynhcrr We.Ntphel, or 
uiilord, your Highness, or whatever you may be — ynu mu.st 
go widi me. I arirst you for violatii>n of thr U. S. Urydiui* 
laws, 1 am an oflioer of tlu? S«*<Met Sfiyire. Now, kttiiini 
mit mi(*r! Of conr>e you comprcht^hd iiiMuiau, (/ouiit/' 

It wusof n«> usf fui'lh<M' to nMitcnd, cvith-iitlv tii«»ii::lit tho 
hmii;ml«T. lit* was pliiccd in custody, and aftiTwanis 
liriiii;!lit Ijcforr the (\iurt, u|H»n indiftunMit, wIhmc lie uavi» 
bad, but left iH'Ifire his trial, and his suui;:;:led diamonds 
%i*w dnlv CO nti seated to the ust' of the Cfovcrnuiout. 
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In May, 1870^ Col. Wliitley found it within the provinoe 
of his duties to look into a smuggling case where the firm 
of Wolfe & May, of New York, exporters of cottons, and 
importers of silks, were concerned. Tliey were extensive 
dealers in the line known technically among merchants u 
^*> white goods." Wolfe had leased a nice location down 
town, but suddenly lefl without paying his rent, and a rig- 
orous search for him did not result in turning him up^ for a 
time. 

It was the habit of this house to send *' sample packages^ 
of their importations to the U. S. Appraisers' Department 
(as is usual) for examination, which packages always hap- 
pened to be the right ones among those upon the invoices. 
Their shipments were falsely invoiced as cotton goods, while 
silks filled many of the cases which were not examined at 
the Custom House. 

It was tlie boast of one of this firm that a sum equal to 
thirty thousand dollai's, on a single shipment, could be thus 
realized ; and that the business so conducted paid enormou^v- 
ly, even if four out of six consignments " went wrong," and 
were seized by the U. S. Customs ! 

In the instance where Col. Whitley made this seizure, 
Wolfe was detected, his goods were forfeited, and an action 
was commenced against the ofiTenders. Wolfe appeared at 
Court, gave bail, (straw bail, as it too often turns out) and 
he ran away. This " escape " on Wolfe's part was quite 
unueccssaiy ; for in these cases the law's delays and the 
gei ry-nianderiugs in many of the Courts of New York are 
such, that it is averred with goodly show of truth, that 
'' pismires could ordinarily carry a prisoner out of jail, 
llirou;j;h the keyhole of his cell, before a trial can J)e had," 
if he desires to avoid one ! The Courts are so clogged, and 
so manipulated, that if a defendant possess the means to 
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pot his case off, he can too often readily ^^ postpone " it until 
tlie crack o* doom, if he chooses. 

lu tlie matter of ct^ar-smuggling, every sort of plan is 
re*ortcd to, (especially in later years, since the duty has 
been raised so high, as at present). These are packed into 
caaeA rendered impervious to water, and are dropped from 
the vessels' side, (on nearing New York) into the ojkju 
aca. Boats are within sight of this o[>eration, by previous 
arrangement, and the occupants pick up these floating boxes, 
row ashore to some neglected point on the coast, bear their 
Talualiles into the interior, and thus save a large (x^rcenta^e 
called for by the Customs. In other cases, India-rubl>er 
be<i8 or mattresses are filled with cigars from Havana, 
•imilarly drop^x^d overl>oard at the right moment, and 
are in the same way picked up at sea, and brought safely to 
the shore, where they are afterwards conveyed to a market, 
rcaiHlv. 

Hut it is impossible, within the limits of this volume, to 
pve the details of the numerous instances of smuggling 
frauds which have occurred in the past few years at ports 
in this country. Wo must therefore close this chapter 
with a single case more, which was worked up by Col. 
Whitley and his assistants a few months hIucc, which is 
peculiar, and highly interesting in its particulars. 

There arrived at the Hotel Ikau S<'jour, ]>oulevard Mont- 
mat n\ Paris — one day, a well attinMK handsome Kn^li>li- 
luan forty years of a^e« or less, accompanied by a brant iiul 
jnrl of scarcely twenty, who pasnt'd there as his nioco or 
othiT distant ^^ |K)or relation ; *' in no wise an unusual oc- 
currence in the gay French metrojK)liH — or even in an 
American city ! 

An«*r a little, this handsimie gcMitlenian dis[N>s(M| of birt 
(air cliargc, wliom he l)enevolently sought to provide l*or, 
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by securing her a situation as confidential waiting-maid at 
good wages, with a family he selected to place ]ier in, 
where she could earn a living easily and acceptably to her; 
and pretty " Martha " was duly installed in her new and 
pleasant position, in the service of one Madame Dc Hart, 
Hue de la Boule Rouge — who was a lady of wealth and high 
social standing in Paris, a confiding, gentle woman — who 
sympathized with poor Martha, and at ouce placed tlie 
young girl at case in her elegant house. She soon came 
to be fond of her, and really deemed her a valuable acquisir 
tion in her establishment. 

But one morning this soft-heai*tcd fine lady woke up to 
learn that her excellent English maid had quietly taken 
" French leave " of her, without a word of warning ; and 
shortly ascertained that her diamonds, to the value of some 
$12,000, Paris Bonds to the amount of sixty thousand 
francs, and jewelry worth $5000 more, had also disap- 
peared, with the esteemed and gentle Martha ! 

This was the last she has seen of the delicat<3 English 
waiting maid, to whom she had become so tenderly attached. 

It turned out that the handsome gentleman spoken of 
was one John Williams, a noted English thief and burglar, 
and that sweet " Martha " was his moll and accomplice. 
They went together to Paris to put into execution there " a 
little <iame" they had "played out " in England — in this 
wise : Martha was to represent the poor girl relation, abroad; 
liiie out to a rich lady ; get the hang of the premises ; learn 
wlieic the jewels and plate were kept ; ascertain where the 
master secured his money ; give the " cue " to her employer, 
Williams ; and at the opportune moment rob the house, and 
put away to a distant land, if sufficient plunder were thus 
obtained. 

This nice little scheme was carried out to the letter, in 
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Mtdame Hart^s case. Tlio premises bad thus been robbed, 
and Martha and her friend Williams sailed, with their stolen 
propertj, for America — landing at Uoboken, jxjrt of New 
York, safel;, within two weeks from tlie night when the girl 
ao mysteriously disappeared from Madame's residence. 

Upon his arrival in New York, Williams might have 
readily gone ashore, unmolested, had he not attempted to 
amuggle the stolen diamonds and jewels through without 
paying duty on them. But like many another rogue, he did 
not nee tliis point, when he might have turned it to advan* 
tagc ; he sought to get his plunder in free of duty, and his 
diamonds were taken from him by one of the U. S. Custom 
House Inspectors. 

At this point. Col. Wliitley was called iiito the case, in the 
course of his other investigations at the Custom Uouse, and 
learned Uie particulars of Williams' mishap. Detective 
Nettleship was directed to hunt Willia'ins up. The Chief 
desired to see this man, he said, and this was sufficient for 
bis accomplished Assistant, who lost no time in getting u|K)n 
Uie smuggler's track. And a few days afterwards, Mr. N. 
met the gentleman and his young lady -friend (who now 
passed as Iris wife) on board a Jersey ferry-l)oat. 

By well planned stratagem, Nettleship induced Williams 
to proceed to New Jersey with him, (for ho did not care to 
trust this man to {larties on the New York side) and uiK>n 
reaching that State, N. at once arrested him. Hie girl con- 
eluded to return to New York. 

^ Take thi$^ Martha," said Williams, handing her an omi- 
Doua looking package, as they were sei>arating. 

** J a*ill take charge of this, for her," wild Nettleship, 
ciTilly, but firmly gras[>ing the parcel — though he had no 
idem what it contained. 

But on arriving at Now York again, in this little |iacket 
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were found French Bonds of the value of $12,000 (60,000 
francs.) The watchful eye of Mr. Nettleship was gladdened 
vastly at this sight, and he proceeded at once to his Chie^ 
Col. Whitley, to report progress. 

John Williams, alias Sweet, was a professional Engliflh 
cracksman, celebrated in London. He is the only man who 
has been put into the Penitentiary, in this port, for mxj^ 
gling^ for fijfty years. He had educated the girl, himaeli^ 
for the business in which she played her part so aptly for a 
time, and she has proved a sharp scholar, indeed, in tbii 
round of iniquity. 

Soon after Nettleship had secured him in Jersey citfi 
Chief Whitley went over to see the prisoner. He took him 
into a private room, and after a brief conversation, lectured 
him, in his peculiar way. He condoled with Williams upon 
the loss of his valuable diamonds, which he told him wu 
unfortunate for him; but the laws of this country must be 
respected, and there was no help for this result. His at- 
tempt to smuggle them through had cost him the entire lot, 
and this would prove a lesson to him, he hoped. Then be 
said to Williams, abruptly, after looking him over, carefully 
— " it serves you right. But this loss is not yours. Y<m 
stole those diamonds! Now, own up as to the details. Yoa 
sec I know you — eh ? " 

Fortune favors the brave, and the Chief, borne along by 
the irresistible influence which is always exercised over his 
mind by bold resolution, in critical circumstances, assumed 
the position he thus sharply enunciated on this rather 
dubious, but in his judgment, suspicious occasion. 

This sudden and peremptory accusation rather astonished 
the thief, and he evidently thought, from the Chiefs man- 
ner and s[)eech, that he knew all about this unlucky affair. 
He, at fn*st, pleaded innocence, complained of the injustice 
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of the seizure of the jewels, (when he was not awai*e that 
dntr was required to be paid in the United States upon 
diaiuuiids,) put on airs of seeming offended dignity, and 
aimed in various ways to beat Col. W. on tlie spot, notwith- 
iUiMling liirt inwaixl fears. But the Col. was satisfied in his 
own wind, and he continued^ 

^ You*rc a thief, as well as an intentional smuggler.*' 

**This is rather harsh talk, sir, to a total stranger in your 
country/* said the culprit, airily. 

- Hard or soft, I am right," replied the Chief. " I know 
of what I speak, and you cannot escape me. You will bo 
pot through, certain — this time.*' 

^ And if you are correct, must I be sent back to Eng- 
land ? " asked Williams, su<ldenly changing his tactics, 
Diider tlie Colonel's steady fire. ^^ Such an act, if it were 
committed abnMid, would not be an offence against American 
laws — eh, sir — would it ? " 

Tlie Chief evadeil any direct answer. ITc was not there 
ju^ tlien to give information, hut rather to receive it ! And 
finally^ as many anotlier rascal liefore and since has done, 
alien cornered in tlie Colonel's pi*esence alone, he confessed 
bin crime, told the Chief where and how the robl)cry had 
been oommitted, and acknowledged all the i^articulnrs, to 
Col. Whitley *8 entire satisfaction. The girl was then fonn<l, 
bot she was the smartest of this lio|)eful twain. Nothing 
could be got out of her ! 

Cul. Whitley proceeded at once to the French Consul in 
New York, after sending Williams to prison, and oxplainctl 
this afluir to him. Mons. Hart was duly notifiiMl of the 
state of things, and the rol»l»ed rurisian came over t4) Nrw 
Turk, directly. Whitley obliged Willians to give up the other 
jewels lie liad stolen (l)eside the diamonds) and thus« aHer 
nutuiug tiie gauntlet of the Englinh and French authorities, 
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the robber surrendered all to the shrewd Chief of tlie 
Secret SeiTice Divisiou of the United States' Treaaary 
Department. 

Monsieur Hai-t arrived, waited on the Chief, who became 
quickly satisfied that he was the rightftd owner of the 
property, opened his safe and showed him the Bonds, and 
the obsequious Frenchman fairly fell upon his knees in 
grateful acknowledgment of the recovery and restoration 
of his lost money and his wife's jewels. The latter were 
in the Custom House, still, where they had been regularly 
*' seized." Uj)on a i)roper representation of this case to 
the Secretary of the Treasury, the diamonds were returned 
to their lawful owner — who went to Niagara Falls, and had 
a good time in the country which he never ceased to laud, 
in exalted phrase, until at last he took steamer for Paris 
again, with his property restored, and went on his way 
rejoicing. 

Williams was quickly convicted on the charge of smug- 
gling, before U. S. Judge Nixon, who charged the jury 
very clearly and explicitly in this important case, and who 
gave the prisoner the full benefit of the legal prescription 
in such cases — two years in the Penitentiary, at Trenton, 
N. J., where he now remains at labor in behall of the State. 
When he gets through with this sentence, the trans-Atlantic 
authorities will undoubtedly be happy to see him. 

The girl Martha is very pretty, and continues to play the 
*' innocent victim." But she remains true to Williams, her 
Hcilucer and instructor in criminal deeds. When he was 
liist arrested in New Jersey, she cried as if her gentle heart 
would break, at this unlooked-for termination to their 
pleasant journey from France. 

No word can be obtained from her lips to criminato this 
base, designing man. She is waiting patiently for his 
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And though BCTeral years her senior, she plainly 
loves him, devotedly. She is childlike in her affection for 
this knave — and since his imprisonment has become the 
moiber of a baby who very strongly resembles his probable 
fiUher. 

And here we leave these subjects, to devote a separate 
diapler to one more case of adroit and persistent smuggling, 
requiring more ample details for its full explanation, and 
u bich will be found farther on in our pages. 



ABNER B. NEWCOMB, 



CHIEF OPERATIVE, S. S. DIVISION, 



NEW YOBE DISTSICT. 



The officer whose name heads this article — Mr. A. 6. 
Newcomb, is a native of Boston, Mass., born in 1833. His 
father was a successful West India merchant, in that city, 
and his mother a refined and cultivated lady of liberal edu- 
cation — well known as a contributor to the popular literary 
American magazines of her day. 

At the Boston public schools, Mr. Newcomb acquired the 
rudiments of an education which was subsequently com- 
pleted under the direct tutelage of his mother. He devel- 
oped at an early age a taste for newspaper life, and at 
seventeen years old, was known as one of the most pojy- 
ular sketch-writers who contributed to the Boston press. 
He continued his studies, in connection with his literary 
labors, until 1857, when, having married, he removed 
with his wife — a lady of fine literary attainments — to 
Rockford, Ill's., a thriving city ninety miles west of 
Chicago, and there assumed editorial 'charge of the " Rock- 
ford Bopublican," 
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Here he remained two years, trebling the circulation of 
that journal, and gaining the esteem of the community to 
mch an extent that in 1859 he was selected as one of the 
nooiincea to represent the Republicans of Winnebago Co., in 
the Illinois Legislature. The sudden illness of his wife, to 
whom he was devotedly attached, and to whose literary as- 
•tstance he was indebted for much of the success of liis 
paper, com|)elled him to sacrifice his prots[)ects of [)olitical 
preferment. The physicians decided that Mrs. N. was very 
danj^erously sick, and he felt constrained to quit the West, 
and return with her — under medical advice to Boston — 
wlicre she died, shortly after their arrival. 

Late in 1860, Mr. Newcomb removed to New York city, 
and accepted a {Kwition on the ^^ N. Y. World," then a rc- 
ligioiiB daily, with Republican tendencies. Wliile thus en- 
gaged, he subsequently wrote the notable article under the 
bead of ^ Cell No. 4," which aroused the indignation of the 
entire metropolis, from the manner in which it attacked and 
expuried the unrighteous system of arrests tlien current un- 
der orders of tlie Provost Marshal of tlie District of New 
York. This paper was extensively copied and commented 
on, both in this country and in England — the ^' London 
Times *^ republishing it, under an additional caption of its 
own, to wit, *^ Tlie American Bastile." 

In the fall of *61, Mr. Newcomb accepted a position as 
priratc secretary to the U. S. Marshal, still retaining his 
cunnection witli the ^^ World." During the first year uf his 
official career, (the war having bruke out) he was selected 
to work up a case in behalf uf the U. S. Government, rela- 
tive to parties 8up|)0sed to be concerned in bearing de- 
spatches secretly to and through the relK^I lines. In the 
execution of the details of this delicate duty, Mr. Newcomb 
thoroughly successful ; so much so, tliat the entire gen- 
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eral Detective business of the Marahars office was placed 
uuder bis charge and control, thenceforward. 

At tbis early period of the rebellion, there existed u 
much to fear and guard against from the machinations d 
inside traitors to the nation's weal, as from the enemy iu the 
field. To meet tbis exigency, in part, Seci*etaries Seward 
and Stanton •authorized the immediate establishment of a 
'' Secret Service " force, in the Department of the Beat 
(under Maj. Gen. John A. Dix,) and this force was placed 
iu charge of Mr. Newcomb. 

Mr. N. quickly informed himself that the chief plotting*, • 
through a combination of leading spirits in Canada, led off 
the conspiracy to injure and defame the United States, io 
the interests of the rebellion. He travelled through Canada 
as a Newspaper correspondent " of secesh proclivities," and 
as such was everywhere cordially received by such men as 
George Sanders, Capt. J. B. MacGruder, the Paynes, (who 
subsequently figured in the great raid on St Albans and its 
Bunk,) and other kindred associates, celebrated in the his- 
tory of the enterprise subsequently and aptly denominated 
** The Lost Cause." Through this well conducted ruse^ Mr. 
Newcomb ascertained the time of arrivals and departures of 
the rebel mails — which went and came regularly — learned 
who some ol" the principal mail-carriers were, then secretly 
met Gov. Potter (American Consul-general for the British 
Provinces, at this time,) and imparted to liim the informa- 
tion thus guiiied, which he transmitted duly to the Washing- 
tDU authorities, and which shortly resulted in the capture 
ol' the mails from the South, and the carriers. 

in the midst of the performance of his duties, Mr. New- 
comb was convinced that impoilant secret modes of trans- 
mitting intelligence to the rebels, existed — and he exerted 
Ills utmost powers to get at the bottom of schemes 
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rhidi lie felt certain were being carried forward ; but which, 
'or about a jTcar, he found himself baffled in his efibrts to 
^each. At length he ascertained that a British lady, of 
loble extraction, (an intimate associate in the family of Sir 
luhn McDonald, then Premier of the Canadas) was in the 
tuihit of making occasional trips to the South — as a British 
mbjcct ; who travelled in state, with a gi*cat retinue of ser- 
rmnts, and ponderous luggage, and came and went under 
lier national passport, as a foreigner; bearing also letters 
r>f credentials from Sir John McDonald, setting forth that 
tliis lady **' was a British subject travelling for pleasure — " 
but whom Mr. Newcomb fmally suspected as being one of the 
agents through whom objectionable intelligence was being 
eonlinually communicated to the enemy. The manner in 
which he treated this subject, and the results which followed 
tbe confirmation of liis suspicions in regard to this distin- 
guiiUied woman, will be found in detail in a subsequent 
cliafiter of our present work, under the title of ^' The Female 
Spy ** in the rebellion — see page 290. 

Mr. Xcwcomb continued his operations in the Department 
of ttie East, overlooking suspected imrties, and keeping 
watch upon the current of events — meantime having charge 
of all prisoners captured by the Blockade Squadron and 
bruuglit into New York, from any direction ; it being part 
of hia duty to examine every person so captured, with a 
riew to ascertain whether they were subjects of foreign 
nationalities, or American citizens, and reporting the facts 
ill writing to the Secretary of the Navy ; who, acting u{Km 
Mr. N*s report, (as made by him through the U. S. Mar- 
shal.) ordered the subsequent discharge or imprisonment of 
llic captives. 

At Uiis time, Mr. N. was also acting a^ a s|)ecial ofTicer 
oi Uie Qeueral commanding the Defiartment, to look after 
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all arrivals from the South, Havana, Nassau, N. P., and 
Matamoras, who were required to report in person at mili- 
tarj headquarters and register their address, etc., and be 
was empowered to board all steamers coming from suspected 
ports — under the following Orders : 

Headquarters Department of the East. 

New York City, Dec. 3d., 1864. 

" Mr. A. B. Newcomb is hereby authorized to board the 
Steamer * Corsica,' and all other steamers leaving for 
Matamoras and Havana, at Quarantine, and to searcli any 
persons on board who may be suspected of hostility to the 
United States. If anything contraband is found upon them, 
he will bring them to these Headquarters. 

(Signed) John A. Dix, Major General'' 



N. F. (7%. J'^. 7, 1865. 
Hd. Qr^s. Den't. 



Qr^s. Dep't. of the East. 
The above order is continued, and is good until further 
orders. John A. Dix, Major Gen'l. 

Mr. Newcomb continued in this service up to Nov., 1865, 
giving the fullest satisfaction, and was then appointed au 
Operative in the U. S. Secret Service Division, and assigned 
to the New York District. He remained in this position up 
to '67, when having made himself conversant with certain 
huge "bounty fraud" cases, he resigned, and was trans- 
ferred to the Second Auditor's office, as special Agent to 
work up this class of crime. After two yeara' service there, 
he accepted a position as Operative in the U. S. Secret 
Service, under Col. H. C. Whitley, present Chief. 

During one year of Mr. N's service in the investigation of 
the Bounty frauds above mentioned, he examined upwards of 
two thousand cases, and com[)elled the return to Government 
and claimants $22,000, which had been obtained by fraudu- 
lent agents. 
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in 1870, 1)6 discovered a conspiracy to defraud tho U. S. 
TreasurVy by means of fraudulent army claims, to the 
.'Dormoua Ruin of four hundred thousand dollars! Tliere 
rerc tbirteeu persons involved in this plot, every one of 
alioiu were arrested, and turned over to the Courts. 

Ou the finit of Jau*y., 1871, Mr. Ncwcomb was promoted 
Lit Col. Wliitley to the rank of a Chief Operative, assigned 
to the New York District, and now remains on duty there, 
itiU having in char|i^, as a specialty, the supervision of 
alleged bounty frauds and others of a similar character, and 
viK're he has acquitted himself with such credit as to merit 
tiK* confidence of tho authorities, to a very satisfactory ex- 
tent. During his experience in thisT Division, he has caused 
tlie conviction and imprisonment of over seventy criminals, 
counterfeiters, Ac. In his personal ap|)earance, Mr. New- 
comb is a modest man, of frank address and goodly mien, 
and posseases rare versatility of talent, most nsefnl in his 
splicre of life. . His portrait will \>q fonnd on pu^e 232, 
and it will be seen from this excellent picture that his face 
19* intelligent, and his general expression is that of one who 
uiitierstands himself, in whatever he may undertake to (km*- 
form. He is now in tlie prime of life, and ho is oHtoemcd 
by his Chief and his superiors in the Departmentn at Wash- 
ii«gton« in all respects, one of the very beet officers employed 
in the U. S. Secret Serrice Division. 
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DIAMOND CUT DIAMOND. 



DETECTIVE vs. THE SMUGGLER-JEW. 



N BRAUirS CASK 



The following veritable particulars relate to two different 
important cases of smuggling, though the same party ^under 
an alias or two) was actively concerned in both, either upou 
this or the other side of the water. We make use of but 
one of these names, for good reasons, but give the account 
from the actual record, in all its details of romance, cheat- 
ery, and seriousness. 

A keen, wiry, subtle, black-eyed Jew, of New York city, 
who dealt in diamonds and precious stones there, and who 
for years had been able to so undersell the market as to mo- 
ndpolize a large share of the current cash trade ii^liese 
valuables, was ^^ spotted " some months ago, and through 
representations made to Chief Whitley, was deemed by that 
oflScial to be a fitting subject to be watched, narrowly ; inas- 
much as it was shown him that this money-loving Jew could 
never sell diamonds at the prices he did, if he paid any duty 
upon his importations. And so the Chief caused him to be 
28a 
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" shadowed,** and watched his movements, jealously, for a 
time. 

We shall call him Herman Braun, because this was one 
of the names he himself adopted, at times, in the course of 
his sharp practice, and because he is better known by this 
than by another name he assumed. He was an exceedingly 
thrifty business man, and quick-witted in his way ; but lie 
sometimes got ovei^reached, notwithstanding he was said to 
be ihe cunningest smuggler in New York city, which is say- 
ing a ^ood deal for his prowess, in that |)eculiar line. 

The Jew, Braun, was acquainted in New York with a man 
whom lie knew to be a Detective — but who passed with him 
as one '* Jonas Sharpe," whom he had come to address 
familiarly as ^^ Zlionash.'* But he did not know that this ac- 
quaiutince was one of Col. Whitley's force, nor that he was 
ii|iecially deputed, for a time, to shadow this long suspected, 
but not yet detected, shrewd smuggler of diamonds. 

Braun visited Europe, often, and always contrived to make 
a good thing of it. He went and returned, and always 
managed to bring jewels with him, clandestinely, which ho 
could afford to sell under the market price. And he was 
narrowly scrutinised, during these trips, but not overhauleil. 

Meanwhile, Col. Whitley frequently visited the steamers 
from Europe, on their arrival in New Yoik, and occasionally 
made arrests and valuable seizures, from time ti) time. 

Six months afterwards, Mr. Jonas Shar|)e was on board a 
nJPly arrived steamer, in company with Col. W., u()on their 
customary search for suspicious passengers who might be 
intent on violatmg the U. S. Revenue laws, when Mr. 
Herman Braun suddenly made his ap|)earanco from the 
cabin, and was leisurely but rather defiantly (^thoy fancied) 
about to quit the steamer. He had just returncil from 
England, where he had been absent a few weeks, U|Mni his 
custumni V business in that direction. 
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The Chief halted him, and beckoning " Jonas " (one of his 
Assistants) pointed the Jew below decks. 

*' Vot the 'ells you vant, Zhonash ? " asked the Jew, 
irreverently. 

" Come down into the cabin," replied the Chief. 

And down went the three men, instauter. Brauu was 
taken into a spacious state-room, stripped to his pelt, and 
carefully examined. His apparel was searched, his lugga^^ 
thoroughly overhauled, but nothing contraband was found: 
and he deliberately re-dressed himself with a manifest show 
of triumph. 

" Vot you tryin' to do, Zhonash ? " asked the Jew. 

" Nothing," said Jonas. '' It's all right." 

The Chief watched Braun's movements cautiously, and per- 
mitted him to dress himself to the last article of his apparel, 
except his boots. These were examined, all over, and 
nothing was discovered. The Col. threw down one of the 
boots, and thought he heard a strange rattling, or slight 
jingle, in one of them. He took it up, turned it over, 
shook it, and at last said, quickly, ^^ Gkt me a hammer and 
a stout knife, or chisel, Jonas." 

And five minutes afterwards, he had the heds of tlie two 
boots knocked otf, and opened, wherein were found nicely 
stowed away several thousand dollars' worth of superb glis- 
tening diamonds ! They were seized, of course, and Braun 
was arrested. He gave bail, and went at liberty, after- 
wards. ^ 

Braun agreed in opinion with subtle Talleyrand, that 
^^ nothing in life succeeds so well as success," and mentally he 
often asked " who shall tax successful villiany ? " But the 
sell-reliant man who had determinately put himself on tliis 
subtle rogue's track, in his course of pursuit, hoped for 
nothing from the way in which Fortune dealt the cards to 




DIAMOND CUT DIAMOND. 289 

him. He uliriijs played his hand to the best of his ability, 
and geuenilly came out a winner. 

Braon was subsequently arrested, but is now in good 
liealth and spirits — at his leisure, upon bail he readily 
furnished, on demand of the Court. But if he continues 
at his old tricks, lie now does it very slyly. He does w>t 
go to Europe, at any rate, himself, but he sells diamonds 
at the very lowest casli prices current in New York ! 

Tims tliese smugglers manage ! There is no trick too 
mean for them to attempt, no device too contemptible for 
tlieir conception, no act too unscrupulous for their execu- 
tion — if tliey can successfully rob the U. S. Treasury in 
the cud, or cheat tlie (Government, by the means, out of its 
honest, legal dues. Verily, there should be at the head of 
the Secret Service Department a man who can cope with 
these adepts in crime ; and the success which has followed 
tlie efforts of the present Chief, is evidence of his ability 
to manage the ca^es that have so far come under his 
SQpervitdon, with rare skill and judgment. 

The active heavy smugglers in diamonds and fine goods 
are not met with latterly so plentifully, as they might have 
been found in former days. There may l>e some of the 
lesser knaves at large, yet, but they are Inking *^ picked up," 
bj tlie U. S. Detectives, constantly, and their depredations 
are not important — in this kind of pursuit, now-a-dnys. 

Behind tliese offenders there ** stalks the headsman.*' 
iHVy are marked, and shadowed, and s|K)tted — and they 
will be followed up, unceasingly, it is to be ho|)ed, until 
tlie smuggling fraternity shall be known no more in our 
AjDericau ports. 



THE FEMALE SPY 



OF THE REBELLION. 



LADT MONTEITH. 



-•o*- 



A remarkable instance of the mutabilitj of fortune is 
found in the veritable record which follows ; the heroine of 
which is alive and well to-day, and resident not a hundred 
miles from the city of New York. 

Lady Eleanor Monteith (lier maiden name) was bom 
in Ireland about the year 1835. Her father was a wealtliy 
nobleman, and she was his only surviving child. She was 
a very elegant woman, with raven black hair and eyes, 
pearly white teeth, superb in form, graceful in address, 
stately in carriage, and, though past thirty-five, did not 
look to be over thirty years of age. 

She fell in love with a gentleman lower in the social 
hierarchy than herself (a second son of another nobleman, 
who was thus not an inheritor of his father's fine English 
estate,) whom she married, against her father's wishes. 
The irate nobleman did not cut his disobedient daugliter 
off, however. She left Ireland with her husband, and en- 
joyed a private income, as " pin-money " of £500 a year, 
290 
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aflerwards — upon coming to this country. Her husband 
had nothing to boast of save his honorable birth — which 
was what wc have described it, as above. 

Lady Eleanor settled in Canada, and from her lofty posi- 
tion was received at once into the best aristocratic society 
there, — Sir John McDonald, Premier of the Canadas being 
among lier friends ; where she resided up to 1863. Her 
marriage proved unhappy, however, and her Imsband died in 
*58, leaving behind him the beautiful widow and one child, a 
daughter. In 1861, during the war, she made her first visit 
to the South, as a Britisli subject, and met at Richmond, 
Va., with tlie Surgeon Director General of the rebel army, 
wlio paid court to her ; and to whom she subsequently be- 
came engaged to be married once more. 

Slie then returned to Canada, intending to go l)ack to 
Richmond and settle there, upon being united to the new 
object of lier affections. Upon leaving Richmond, she was 
entrusted with valuable letters from prominent Confederates 
to rebel sympathizers in the Nort)i, also important govern- 
nieut de«patclies — which slie secretly delivered in Now 
Tork and elsewhere, en route to Montreal. She also had 
open her iierson a rebel mail for England, and letters for 
rebel Agents abroad. These she forwarded from Quebec, by 
Enf^isli steamers. 

Her success in getting this batch of documents through, 
soon sent her back towards Richmond, in the interest of the 
rebels; but Iier raoZ motive in going was to confer with her 
lover, tliere. The Confederate Government saw that a 
foreign lady of Iier position could then readily pass to and 
fro, in safety, and the intended marriage was postponed, in 
view of the hope of an earlf peace, that was then anticipa- 
ted. 

But the war continued, and Lady Eleanor went and oame, 
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for a time, always attended by a grand retinue of servants, 
and still disposing of the rebel mails, successfully. In the 
spring of '62, her frequent visits attracted the attentioQ 
of U. S. Detective Newcomb, then stationed in New York, 
endeavoring to break up the rebel mail service — and he 
watched her quietly but cautiously. He followed her up, 
diligently, but not till 1863 did he meet with the success he 
sought. The evident high social position occupied by this 
lady, together with her favorable surroundings, rendei*ed the 
idea of her arrest as a rebel mail-camer, not only a delicate, 
but a very hazardous undertaking. But Newcomb timed her 
arrivals at and departures from Quebec, and soon found a 
striking coincidence between these periods and the dissemi- 
nation of general news that then came out fresh from the 
rebel Capitol. 

On the 13th of March, '63, Lady Monteith left Quebec for 
Richmond, via New York ; now under the sharp surveillance 
of Detective Newcomb. On her arrival at New York city 
(on the third day from Quebec) she halted at the Everett 
House, a first class hotel, and Mr. N. fully determined then 
to venture upon her capture ; but delayed this process, con- 
vinced that she would be there some days, to add to the mail 
then in her possession, on the way to Virginia. 

She tarried in New York four days, when Newcomb 
ascertained that she was about to leave again, for the south. 
He went to her hotel, placed her under arrest, seized all her 
luggage, took her servants into custody, and proceeded to 
search her trunks, when she entered a written protest, claim- 
ing to be a British subject, and warned Detective N. that she 
should lay all the facts of this outrage before the British 
Consul, with a view to punisliing N., whom she then defi- 
antly challenged to proceed in his work ! 

Mr. N. accepted her formal protest, put it carefully in his 
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fv. ;;.:, nii'l C'>Miy Jomainled of Lady Monte ith the koys to 
her tiuiiks. These wore at first rcfiiseii, with ollbiule'l 
uiirii:;y ; hut when the ofliocr assured her ladyship that he 
hIiouIJ lie eoii]|K.'lled to take her a prisoner to head-quarters, 
she ^uvc up the keys to the five hu^e trunks, wliich were 
cxaminoil, an^l found to contain only her superh and costly 
«ardri»l»e of fine ilresscs, velvets, laces, etc. 

lu (ivcrhaulin^ these chests, Mr. N. had occasion to chide 
lii-^ iwu :i!wistauts, on account of the careless, rough nianutn* 
in •k.iii'h they tu milled these valuahle floods al)out — an act 
which (: rati t)t*d ttie lady, evidently. But not the first parti- 
cle i»r writiii;^, of any kind, was discovered in these five 
ji^eai trunks. A small black box next attracted N.*s atten- 
tiiiu ; and as he approached to look at this, her ladyship 
Naid. |ih-a.<(antly, — 

** Do not omit tkat^ hy any means! It contains rare fra<;- 
iu«nts — reminiscences of mv mantua-maker. Thcv are hut 
rdu/*. l»nt may l>c very desirable UiV your uses, I judi^e.'' 

Newcomh was tcm|>orarily discouraged not a little ; hut 
he went to work to loos4!n the straps, and as he raised the 
ii>i of this Ikix, the lady sprang firrecly towards him, and 
s^.-szt'd one of two hags that were vi.sil»le inside, exclaiiniu;:, 
*- 1 l:'usi yiMi are satisfied, sir, and that this I'aree will now 
coiuo to an end." And with this, she shook the hair siie 
liviii in her hand, nervously, and the rag contents fell out 
ii{i«»ii the carjiet. 

The Dftective looked up, and said politidy, '* Madame. 
-.:to* vnu have so '^eneniuslv revealed the contents of iluA 
• •nr. |ierhups your ladyship will kindly aid me in disclosing 
llic contents of this uOwr hag, here.*' 

Without uttering u word furtiier, she turn«*d di'Uilly p.ile, 
l^rasped a chair-back, placed her hand u|Kin Iut heart, and 
would have fallen, but for lier confidential maid's assistance, 
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who promptly caught and placed her in the chair. Tlufl 
young woman was a Canadian, a pretty, spunky lass, who 
stood by her mistress, faithfully, to the end. 

Detective Newcomb had with him two assistants, by wij 
of precaution. As soon as the disturbed lady recovered 
herself, she spoke first, and asked» with gravity, 

" Who is the superior officer here ? " 

" 1 have that honor," said Newcomb. 

<< May I ask that you will bid your subordinates retire, 
sir ? " 

^^ Most certainly, madame," said N. And the two men 
immediately lefb the apartment. 

Then she essayed to speak again, when Newcomb proposed 
that her waiting-maid should also leave the parlor. This 
request was complied with, and her ladyship and the Detec- 
tive remained alone, together. 

" Now, sir," she said, with some feeling, " farther at- 
tempts at concealment I see are useless." And going to the 
black box, she took up the other bag, remarking, with a 
sig:h, " This is the cause of all my trouble ! " 

The bag was emptied by Newcomb, who found it to con- 
tain over four hundred letters from Canada and Europe, 
addressed to rebel leaders and others ; notably to Judah P. 
Benjamin, Jeflferson Davis, "President of Ooufed. Repub- 
lic," etc., and several backed to noted Southern Generals in 
the rebel army, written in diflFerent languages — but among 
them all, only seventy of importance. 

Newcomb treated the lady kindly and respectfully, know- 
ing her high standing, and she soon recovered her equilib- 
rium. Then she was sarcastic in her speech, and took the 
French letters up, saying, " You clever oflScers read French, 
of course ? " 

" Yes, madame," replied N., " but not just notr, or until I 
have appropriately disposed of yourself." 
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lon't mean to arrest me, surelj ? '' she asked, 
madame. And jour ladyship must accompany me, 
place of safety." 

age was ordered, she was taken to the military 
►f Detention " for €k>yemment prisoners, and left 
nts and child at her Hotel. The captured letters 

forwarded to the Sec'y. of War, at Washington, 
, with a report designating the important ones — 
ren. Wool, then commanding in New York — who 
nil that had been done, and who left everything to 
^tion in this affair, in the future, 
ild was sent to her once or twice, and her maid, 
lo returned to the Hotel, dismissed the other 
ind took charge of her lndy.ship's valuable jewels 
y tiara, necklaces, bi*acelcts, and gems of rare 
etective N. visited Lady Monteith daily, and 
is noble prisoner with marked consideration, sent 
lets, etc., and upon opportunity, argued the justice 
lion cause, in her hearing ; but all to no purpose, 
;. She then revealed to N. the re€U cause of her 
it to the South, and frankly informed him of her 
nt to be married to the Rebel Surgeon Director. 
lA not until the news came, as it did, that her lover 
shot in the head, while attending to his duty in the 
tlmt he was insane from his wound, that the lady 
ded to listen to N. at all. 

she heard this sad news confirmed, and knew her 
must dU^ she became more reasonable and com- 
c. 
nothing now to live for," she exclaimed, bitterly, 

but mv child ! " 

:o live for your little one," said Newcomb, kindly, 
»t lie restored to society." 
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She said she would think of this. And two days tfte^ 
wards, the Detective most unexpectedly received orders 
from Gen. Wool, at once to release and send the lady Soatb, 
into the rebel lines. 

He did not comprehend tliis suddenly announced decisioo. 
He had been ordered by Gen. W. himself to manage tUt 
case in his own way, and now he must send her down to 
Richmond ! But she did not go. 

Newcomb ventured to delay the execution of this order, 
twenty-four hours. He informed her of the fiat, but sbo 
implored him not to send her down among the rebels. She 
declared that all her interests in the South were at an end. 
The death of the rebel Surgeon had decided her, and she 
begged him to have this Order rescinded, and *^ save ber 
from going South, if possible." 

*' But one thing can accomplish your wishes," said N., 
noting his advantage. 

" And this is what, sir ? " 

'' 1 am confident, Madame, that you are familiar with the 
details of the rebel Mail service, and thfe secret modee 
through which they transmit intelligence from the South 
to sympathizing friends in the North, and elsewhere. If 
you will reveal all this to me, I will undertake to save you." 

She hesitated, called the child, and in piteous tones, said, 
" this would be a betrayal of confidence, indeed ! " 

Newcomb placed his hand upon the little daughter's head, 
and replied, " it may be the salvation of this child." 

"Yes — you are right, sir. It may be! And this it is 
that will decide me. Jjt?romi«e," she added, firmly. 

" I must communicate with the Sec'y* of War," continued 
N. " It is a desperate movement for me to procrastinate 
the execution of this peremptory Order regarding your 
removal. DonH deceive me^ then ! I have trcated you witli 
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, and jou most not promise mo what you can not 
to the letter." 

m may Aay I can do this, and more, if yon will trust 
roman's management. I will not only give you. the 
ation you ask for, but I am ready to enter into the 
re of other plans, conditionally, which I know are 
»ncocting here in New York in the Conredcrate inter- 
hich will be useful to you, hereafter." 
comb left her, telegraphed details to the Sec'y. of 
ind Ktated that Gen. Wool (under some misapprchen- 
fact) had ordered her ladyship to be sent South. 
e facts are sent for your consideration," he wrote, to 
cretary, *^ and I shall be glad to hear from you, at 

wo o'clock, A. M., having waited up all night, N. got 
lowing dispatch by telegraph from the War Depart- 



Wmhington, April 27, '63. 
B. Newcomb, 301 Mulberry S., New York, 
old lady-prisoner in custody. Obtain and forward to 
apartment, direct detailed information, as \yev telegram 
da*e. Exhibit this dispatch to Gen. Wool, Com'g. 
of the East ; who Ims been instructed accordingly. 
By order of Sec'y of War. 

(Signed) L. C. Turner. 
Judge Advocate^ ^c, 

J that morning, Newcomb called on Lady Monteith, 
mud lier pacing the floor in mental agony. He in- 
I licr of the results of his eflforts in her behalf, at 
she warmly expressed her gratitude, and at once 
ted a plan to arrive at valuable information already 
•d of her. 
asked to be sent back to her Hotel witli credentiaU 
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to the effect that she had been a prisoner of the United 
States, but was released on condition she would appear when* 
ever called upon to do so, by the Government. She offered, 
to prove her sincerity, to leave her child in N.'s family as i 
pledge of her good intentions. Tliis was declined, howeTer. 
Newcomb furnished her with the letter she wanted, and fihe 
returned to her Hotel. 

A paragraph appeared in the papers of the day, in sob- 
stance announcing that ^^ this titled lady had been wroni^ 
fully arrested ; and that the Detective might expenenoe 
trouble for his over-zeal — for she was a British subject, tod j 
her arrest might cause complications with the English Go?- 
ernment," &c. 

Tliis was prepared by Newcomb, to protect the lady agvsM 
■the rebels in and out of New York. Under N.'s directions, 
then, her rooms at the Hotel were arranged so that they con- 
nected (three of them) and an alcove in the dining-apartment 
served for a retiring place for the Detective^ himself, wlien 
her secesh friends visited her, as they did, daily. They all 
talked their matters over freely, at her generously kept table, 
and Newcomb secretly listened to their schemes in his un- 
suspected retreat. 

Mails were left; there, still, by rebel carriers, and all this 
valuable information was gathered and noted down, by N. 
Unaccountably to them, the rebel mail -carriers were then 
arrested, one by one, just as they entered or were crossing 
the Canada line — for months aft:erwards. But none sus- 
pected who or what was the cause of all this ! Tlirough 
Madame's agency and Newcomb's management, every rebel 
northern mail route except one was destroyed. This one 
exception N. himself broke up, some time afterwards, in the 
following way. 

The destruction of this single line of rebel mail communi- 
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atticm had been attempted by Secretary Seward's agents, 
viiboat auoeeas. Orders then came from Washington to 
DetcctiTe Newcomb to undertake the task ; and ho pro- 
Deeded to St. Albans, Vt., and found by laying along this 
line, and ^^prospecting** cautiously, that the U. S. military 
agents on the railways, examined everybody who passed up 
and down, except nun»j who occasionally went to or fro, on 
tbcir apparent missions of mercy and kindness. 

It tlien occurred to Newcomb that there were plenty of 
rebels afloat who were quite equal to '' stealing the livery of 
heaven to serve tlie Devil in," in this form, and possibly 
there might be among these strangers pretended '^ nuns/* 
occasionally. So he insisted that all i)ersons passing up or 
down slioald be examined. This was refused by Ihc Agents. 

^Tlienl will take the responsibility, and examine them 
myself/* aaid Newcomb. 

To this tliey demurred, and N. threatened, with the 
** guard*' he had, to arrest every man in tlie tmins, but he 
wndd examine into this ^^ nun ** business. 

Ue did so. He went to Montreal, there spotted a pre- 
tended ^* gray nun,** whom he saw leave St. Lawrence Hall 
Hotel. Ue followed her to a dwelling house (not a Con- 
rent) and soon afterwards, saw four {lersous attired as nuns, 
•Uul from this house to the De[)Ot, for New York ! 

Newcomb went in tlie same train. The military agents 
^ paused ** them, all right. Newcomb said they must Ih) 
^xmrninml. The others complained that this was an out- 
mge. Ue insisted, and shortly afterwards, ui>on searching 
tiiem, found large quantities of reUd mail-matter concealed 
ibout the persons of every one of them ! 

He arrested this quartette, re|)orted the facts at Washing- 
ton« and this was the last of the regular reUd mail-carrying 
between Canada and the south. This final (*nMli(ulile action 
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or Mr. Newcomb had the desired effect, and stopped this 
business, in toto, thencerorward. An order came from the 
Secretary of War, to search all saspected travellers, tlvere- 
after, without exception ; and thus the desired end was 
reached, efiectually. 

To Lady Monteith, however, Mr. Newcomb was largely 
indebted for continual hints and valuable suggestions freely 
^iven by her, subsequently to her arrest, touching all these 
interesting points. He availed himself of these hints, and, 
through her straightforward, honorable conduct, thence- 
forward, he was able to accomplish what he had for months 
been studiously aiming to arrive at. 

The lady was acquainted in Wall Street. Her father 
died, and left her his fortune. She put her surplus money 
into valuable stocks and real estate in New York, and 
finally settled in this country permanently, having been 
married fortunately and happily, a few years ago, to an 
American gentleman, and they now reside in New York 
State, in good style, not far distant from the metropolis. 
She kept her word, honorably, in the end, and her informa- 
tion proved of great value to the U. S. (Government, in Mr. 
Newcomb's hands. 




CHARLES E. ANCHISl, 



OPERATIVE, U. S. SECRET SERVICE. 



The portrait of Mr. Cliarles E. Anchisi, of Col. Whitley's 
force, will be found at page 810. This gentleman was born 
ml NoTara, Italjfv^in the year 1836, and acquired his educa- 
tion at tltat plaee. After completing his academic course, 
be studied law two years in the office of his father, a promi- 
nent lawyer and Italian Advocate. 

In 1854, Mr. Anchisi enlisted in the Italian Army, and 
went to the Crimean war, where he remained in that service 
orer two years. Ho was at the battle of Cernaia, and at the 
famous siege of 8ebasto[)ol ; serving there with distinction 
in the Italian Regular Army. lie entered it as a private, 
and was promoted to the rank of Sergeant Major, for gal* 
Untry on the field of battle. 

U|K)n returning home with the Army of Ex()edition, in 
the spring of 1859, he was promoted to a second Lieutenancy, 
served as such during the war of France and Italy against 
Austria, and at the battles of Palestro and Sol ferine, and at 
the close of the campaign was promoted to be a first Lieu- 
tenant. 

In November, 1861, Mr. Anchisi emigrated to the United 
States, and took up his residence at Staton Island, following 

801 
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the business of a travelling agent for various New York 
houses. During this time, he was commended to Secretaij 
Stanton as a gentleman in whom the most implicit reliance 
could be placed, and who possessed the requisite nene, 
talent, and daring to enter the rebel lines, and obtain info^ 
mation as to the movements of the enemy. 

Secretary Stanton was glad to avail himself, at this period, 
of the services of competent and loyal men, in this arduoos 
and trying capacity, and Anchisi's services were emplojFed 
under the War Department ordere for fourteen montiis. 
He was engaged in proceeding to and*from the rebel capitol, 
and succeeded, throu«^h his peculiar adroitness and apt 
address, in paining the confidence of some of the leading 
spirits of the i'el)ellion ; from whom he obtained information 
of the utmost value to the Government, apd the cause of 
the Union. 

After the termination of our war, Mr. Anchisi returned 
to New York city, and became again engaged in mercantile 
pursuits, which he continued in for nearly two years. In 
1868, he was employed as an Assistant Operative in the 
U. S. Secret Service, and was especially detailed to break 
up the Italian gang of Counterfeiters in this country. In 
this work he succeeded so admirably as to gain the highest 
encomiums from his superiors. 

Col. Whitley, who is a competent judge of men and their 
characteristics, is never slow to recognize and appreciate 
genuine merit. He saw that J\Ir. Anchisi possessed the 
elements of a first class Detective officer, and early in '69 
promoted him to the rank of a commissioned Operative in 
the S. S. Division. 

In April, 1871, he was detailed by Col. Wliitley to look 
after a band of dastardly criminals who had their head- 
quai*ter8 at Fort Wayne, Indiana, and who had among their 
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number tlie most expert counterfeiters, cracksmen, and 
Imrglani in the American West. Their nefarious operations 
extended over a wide field in the States of Ohio, Indiana, 
Illinois, and Michigan. Information concerning their in- 
fiunciis depredations and evil doings reached Col. W., from 
Tarioos quarters, and with his customary energy he decided 
upon despatching a trusty, vigilant and competent officer 
to look to this business — selecting Anchisi to proceed to 
Fort Wayne and ferret them out. 

Tlie details of Mr. A.'s success in this arduous and im- 
portant undertaking, will be found in the succeeding chapter 
of this work — which particulars will be read with thrilling 
interest 

Mr. Anchisi is a fine looking, gentlemanly personage, of 
rery agreeable address, and goodly appearance. His head 
is bald, as will lie noticed in iiis |)ortrait, but his pleasant 
and even features make up for the premature loss of his 
liair. He is easy in manners and conversation, an im- 
pulsive, nervous man at times, like most men of his national- 
ity, and is an excellent linguist — speaking and writing 
Italian, French, and English with fluency and grammatical 
accuracy. 

His success among the Italian counterfeiters has been 
little short of wonderful. He has made himself thoroughly 
acquainted with all their haunts, throughout the country, 
and from his unceasing vigilance, they have latterly found 
tlioir multifarious ofierations everywhere checkmated. 

Mr. A.*s gentlemanly habits have endeared him to all 
who have intercourse with him, officially and socially, and 
while he is — in his [leculiur sphere — one ol* the most 
valuable men in Col. Whitley^s force, he in acknowledged 
on all sides to be as kt*en, as apt, and as thorough in the 
performance of his duties, as any 0()orativo in the Service. 



THE FORT WAYNE GANG. 



A. AV^HOLESjALE sma.8h:-up. 



SAM BIVEBS, HABBT HOKES, PHULABATTK, etc 



In the mouth of April, 1871, during the investigations 
of the Detectives detailed by Col. Whitlej to look into the 
matter of alleged counterfeiting in the State of Ohio, and 
ill consequence of the important arrests made by these 
officials, there, among whom notably were James M. Bi^ 
sell, of Alliance, W. H. Bair, Andrew Bair, (Jeo. Fedich, 
and Ed. Ely, of Vanwort, J. T. Hickman, Chris. Brady, G. 
W. Showen, and Wm. Showen, of Marion ; — being a nest 
of i-etail dealers and shovers of counterfeit money — the 
discovery was made by Detective Anchisi, of the grand 
prime source whence all these criminals obtained their sup- 
pUos. 

This source was found to have its headquarters located 
ut Fort Wayne, Ind., and the officers proceeded to that 
)HUUt pivmptty, to work up one of the biggest jobs in this 
uofarivuis line, ever undertaken in the western country. 

It was doomed ivquisite first to find (»ut who the parties 
WtM'O wlm iHUU|K)sed tins ^' Fort Wayne Gang ; " and it was 
3v^ 
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<^rtaincd that Sam Rivers, Harry Ilomcr, Jcaii Pliilla- 

Utn, VA. Koslcr, (alias Boycr,) Thomas Lan^, Frank 

^ii|r. Uaac Lang, and Ed. Wilson were tlic principals in 

•«> c<jm[iany of knaves. 

All Assistant Detective was placed hy Mr. Ancliisi in 

■jniinunication with them, who dis<;uised himself ns a 

•r'.iihrr-ihii'f and 08ca|)cd convict ; who introduced himself t<» 

'Ii»* L'aiiir. and was i*ea<iily received hy tliem as one of tin* 

frafe.niT\ ; having first l»iM»n taken to the nearest graveyard, 

at niMni^iht, and com)Kdled n|)ou a tomb-stone to take wiuit 

i-* knouu as the *' thieves' oath " never to- divnli^e the secrets 

\i:' nii^ht harn of their infamous doings. The '' western 

;:rip" Iff felliiMship was then given iiim, and this disguised 

I>eiectiv«? (nr informer) entercd into their confidences, 

uiihout furtlier himirance or diflficultv. 

This informer continued in the soci(*tv of these rogues 
for two montlis, lM)uglit coney of Phillabaum and otiiers, mot 
Tli«Mn frequently, and learned th(^ tietails of their business 
hUcce<iAfully : ket'ping a record and constantly comnmniea- 
tiij;r to AnehiM tlie particulars of his progress. 

Wliilf Mu*('t•^slul o|MM'atious were still pMUg on in (Jliio, 
a watchful eye was ke|)t U[K)n tlie Fort Wayne <ian;r. 
At the expiration of altout two months, the time arrivrd 
!o make an active movement for the eapturr nf this lii)r<it* 
of rifiiMiders. First, the Ohio parlies named hrrein wtrre 
pruTided for ; the a^re^t of the whoh' numiu'r iiavni;; been 
M?curfd by Mr. AnchiM. And ktM'ping this fact out of tlie 
puiilic newH|ja|H*rs, he procenh'd to ensnare the «itliers. 

Knowing that one of the Furt Wayne (Sang (^Kd. Ker^b'r) 
had pro|lo^M^I through A.*s As>istaiit (^who was |H*rsii!iating 
tlic newly arrived thief amtmgst tlirni) tn g<i to mw Cirtvne, 
of Cleveland, for a fresh supply of coney, he iji reeled his 
AiMSUut to join ill that trip; ami acctirtlin^ily he U^ ft Fort 
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Wayne with Kesler, for Cleveland. They met Greene, 
together ; but he was out of a supply. Unfortunately for 
Kesler, he had in his possession some counterfeits, which be 
was systematically " shoving," as he travelled, to defray 
expenses, &c. Greene could not be taken, because he then 
had no coney about him, but Kesler was at once arrested 
by Anchisi. This was the opening wedge into the Fort 
Wayne affair. 

Anchisi then left Cleveland for Port Wayne. Tlierehe 
learned that Eli Brown, one of the gang, had gone to Chi- 
cago. Mr. Lonergau, of the U. S. Detective officers, 
was instructed to secure this man. Lonergan then detailed 
an Assistant to approach Brown, and buy some counterfeit 
money of him.* He succeeded in this, and Brown was then 
promptly arrested, in Chicago. 

Anchisi then received information that Sam Rivers and 
Harry Homer (two of the gang) had been at Kokomo, Ind., 
at the farmhouse of the Lang family, and that they had 
started u[)on a thieving tour about the country. Soon after, 
tliey turned up at Chicago, where they sold their plunder, 
and with the proceeds of these sales, they bought burglar's 
tools, preparatory to an excursion to Elmyra, N. Y., where 
they had formed a plan to " crack " a National Bank. 

The U. S. Detective, Anchisi, watched all their movements 
very closely, and deemed it best to send an Assistant OflScer, 
(Wm. H. Butts) to Toledo, with instructions from Anchisi 
to watch all trains coming to Toledo from Chicago — and to 
telegraph results. On the morning of the 24th of June, 



*It may be stated here that the mere act of purchasing counterfeit money, does not 
con»titute an offence against the U. S. Laws; the haying such counterfeits in posses- 
sion, with frufJty intent^ forma the crime. U. S. officers having such money m their 
hands, in this way, do not (under the laws) become particeps arinumt^ at all, be- 
cause ihon' isi no intent, on their part, to " utter, publish, or sell," but to obtain evi- 
dence to convict the guilty aeiUr of it. 
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1871, Mr. A., who was at Cleveland, then, received a tele- 
gram from Bntta, saying, ^^ All hands on board, to-day." 

Procaring the aid of the Cleveland Police, who extended 
to Mr. Aiichisi all possible facilities — he knowing well 
whmt a desperate gang he was now dealing with — on arrival 
of the train from Toledo, where Butts was on board, jumped 
into the cars, before they had fairly halted, and with B.'s 
assistance secured Harry Homer and Sam Rivers, two of 
tlie worst and most reckless of this ^^ Fort Wayne Gang." 

These two leaders being safely in hand, Anchisi searched 
tliem,and found a complete set of fino-burglarious tools u)ion 
llieir persons^ about (3,000 in coney, of all denominations — 
•5's, tlO's, •20's, ftoO^s and $lOO's, and u()on each, a pair 
of loaded Colts' revolvers, with plenty of cartridges in 
reserve. A letter was also found on Sam Rivers, mailed at 
Kokomo, Ind., addressed to him at Chicago, from Frank 
Lang (anotlier of the clan) in which he proposed to join in 
the Bank-cracking enterprise at Elmyra, N. Y., and sliould 
Rivers agree to this, he desired him to say, by tele«r!:raph, 
^Jtm U nek. Come up.^' This was to be signed '^ Sam." 

Anchisi instantly saw his advantage, and proceeding 
directly to the telegraph -office, he sent to Frank Lang at 
Kukoroo« this dcs|)atch : ^* Jim is sick. Come up. Sam." 
At same time, Anchisi sent another dcs|)atch to Cha's. 
BctckeL Mar$hal of Kokomo, as follows : ^' Watch move- 
ments of Frank Lang, and if he takes train, follow him, and 
telegrapli me." 

It chanced that both the Marshal and Lang received their 
two iies|)atches in Kokomo, at the same moment. So the 
ManUial followed Anchisi's instructions, and instantly 
^ shadowed " Frank Lang, who went to his bn)ther*s 
(Isaac) farm, three miles distant, and out into a field there, 
where he at once dug up a large tin Ih)X, while the Marshal, 
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concealed in the underbrush, close by, saw him take fi-om 
this box a package, which Lang put into his inside coat- 
pocket, replaced the box in the earth, covered it up again 
and started back for the Depot, whence he left by the night 
train, for Cleveland, of course in response to " Sam's " 
despatch ; and dutifully followed by the Marshal on the 
same train, who had disguised himself, carefully — since he 
was well known to Lang. 

The Marshal sent to Anchisi this despatch, just l>efore 
starting: ^^ Am an train^ with your man. On arrival at 
Cleveland^ you wiil recognize me, on front car-platform tnth 
white handkerchief in my hand^ 

The distance from Kokomo, Ind., to Cleveland., Ohio, is 
about twenty hours' travel, by rail. On the following 
evening, Frank came in, duly ; Anchisi was in the Depot, 
saw the Marshal's " white 'kerfihief," as he pointed Lang out 
to him — who, at the moment, was evidently looking about 
the place eagerly for " Sam," who had sent him the tele- 
gram. And he found " Sam," very suddenly. Or, rather, 
" Sam" found him! Anchisi, in an instant of time, had a 
pair of iron handcuflFs upon Mr. Prank Lang's wrists, and he 
was a fast prisoner. 

He i-emonstrated stoutly at this rough and unceremonious 
reception ; exclaiming, " what is this for ? I am an officer 
of the law. What do you mean ? Here is my badge of 
office." 

And the prisoner showed his shield, upon his vest. (He 
was actually a constable, at Kokomo). 

But Anchisi searched and found a loaded revolver upon 
him, and a considerable amount in $10 counterfeit " green- 
backs ; " and, in explanation, he stated that he " found 
these in the cars." This wouldn't do, with one of Col. 
Whitley's men ! He was locked up, the matter was kept 
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1 the press for the hour, and the Express train of the 
e eveuing took Auchisi, one of his Assistants, and the 
dlial back to Kokomo. 

t this juncture it was important to obtain evidence 
Qst Isaac Lang (the brother) and Thomas Lang (the 
er of tlie prisoner,) well known counterfeiters, before 
ik*s arrest should become public. To etfect this, 
hm despatclied his '* informer " to Lang's farm. This 
ou, be it remembered, was the pretended tliief, who had 
ed the gang a few months before, as we have described. 
vas instructed to go to the Langs, at Kokomo, and buy 
! counterfeit money of them, if he could. On the way 
uig*s farm, he met the old man — Thomas, 
e found no difficulty in thus getting from the father 
he had an hii person^ but he told the old man he wanted 

• 

JO to my son, at the house ; and he will furnish you 
all you want," said the old gent. 

e informer went, got $200 in the same kind of coun- 
t tlO greenbacks, saw Ed. Wilson at the farm, who 
liad plenty of the same style of stuff, and who bade 
and tlie fupposed thief good-bye, with the statement 
he was bound to Chicago, to ^^ shove" his suppl}^. 
he left Kokomo, that nigiit. Anchisi was now about 
n reach, and lie telegraphed to Lonergan, U. S. Dctec- 
at Chicago, wlio ari*ested Ed. Wilson, on bis arrival 
, with the coney in his possession, and locked htm np 
ce. 

I the following day, AncluM with his Assistant, and 
Marshal, took a team and went to the I^ang farm, 
i;:h the wo<Mis. On reaching the house, he iniuKHliately 
i young Isaac, and handcufTed him, and then arit^stod 
Id man. A search was made around the K])ot wlici*c 
13 
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the tin box was supposed to have been re-buried, but though 
(lie ground was all dug over, for hours, no token of the box 
appeared. Yet Anchisi continued hopeful, and he did not 
give up the expectation to possess himself of this coveted 
article. 

He took these two prisoners to a railway station beyond 
Kokomo, left them in charge of his Assistant, and returned, 
himself, to Kokomo, since he saw tlie necessity of making ik> 
stir in that place, just yet, in reference to these two impor- 
tant arrests. Tliere, quietly, he immediately arrested Jacob 
Maas, another ^^shover" of this clan, and left, with tlus 
third prisoner, to join the others, all of whom were now to 
be taken to Indianapolis, necessarily. 

Before he left, he arranged with a Deputy of the Marshal 
to have Lang's farm studiously watched ; and that niglit, 
about one o'clock, two men came near the house into a corn- 
field, and commenced to dig up the earth. Tiie officer, with 
his revolver in hand, called them to halt; but they fled ^ as 
he fired upon them. lie then went to the spot where tliey 
had been digging, and unearthed the dcsii-ed tin box which 
was found to contain $9,000 in the counterfeits already de- 
scribed, and also near by, six sets of new harnesses, four- 
teen gold rings, twelve gold watches, silks, and other fine 
goods — the proceeds of various robberies lately committed 
by this gang, in that region. All this property ultimately 
reached the liands of its owners, again. 

Tiien Anchisi proceeded to Fort Wayne, with his Assist- 
ant, where he sought to secure the notorious Jean Philla- 
baum, whom he had had his eye on, from the first, but 
whom he was compelled to leave to the last, on account of 
the current developments that occurred during this long 
series of extensive operations. But at Fort Wayne, he 
found, to his regret, that this bird had flown, on account of 



THB FORT WATNE GANG. 813 

tfie articles that had been published in the Eokomo papers, 
nnfortunatelj. 

Aiichisi was not to be beaten in this business however, 
although lie knew that Phillabaum had friends, and many of 
them — especially amongst the Police and private Detective 
forces at Fort Wayne. So he fell back upon his ^^ re- 
lenred rights,'* and planned again^ in patient hopefulness. 

Suddenly, all the U. S. Detectives disappeared from that 
place, so far as the public eye was concerned. But at this 
time, there appeared on tlie tapis, a polite French gentle- 
man, who was an entire stranger to everybody there ; who 
took board, and expressed his readiness to teach his native 
language there, if he could procure pupils. Ho remained 
nearly two weeks, but could get no scholars, and one evening, 
on going to the Post-Office, this gentleman saw a buggy 
come out from a livery stable, kept by one Jim Barr, a noted 
counterfeiter, and intimate friend of Phillabaum. 

In this buggy there were seated Mr. Phillabaum and his 
brotlier-iii-law. Tliey drove away leisurely, and close bo- 
hind tliem, there followed a man, who kept near them, not- 
withstanding he was on foot. Half a mile away, they 
sto|tped in front of a store, and called out, '^ Andy." 

Tliis Andy came out, and recognizing Phillabaum, said, 
^ For Ood*8 sake, Pliillabaum, wliat are you doing here ? 
Don't you know that Fort Wayne is full of Whitley's U. S. 
IKtectives ? " 

^* Oh, |>shaw ! '' said Phillabaum, ^^ I know better than that. 
Tve lieen on tiie lookout. While they watch uh, I watch 
tliem. Tiiey have gone — all hands. And, besides this, 
rd like to see the U. S. Detective that will dare to trouble 
me, with thi»! '' and he drew forth a new rcTolvery which he 
liad that day purchased. 

Amly said '^ youM Ix^tter keep a sharp eye out, and take 
care of yourself, though." 
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Tbey separated, the vehicle went on a quarter of a mile 
farther, and stopfied at a countrj-house. Phillabaum alight- 
ed, entered the yard by the gate, and tried the door, but Uie 
occupants were absent. He returned leisurely towards the 
gate. 

Meanwhile, the strange man who had followed the vehicle 
on foot, thus far, was close by, in tlie darkness, and bad 
OTcrheard the above conversation, throughout. 

As Pliillabaum placed his hand upon the wicket, to pass 
out the gate to the buggy, and before he had had the oppor- 
tunity to breathe a second time, ho found a pair of iron 
haudcufis fastened to his wrists, in the darkness, and he was 
a prisoner, in 'the hands of the person who had followed 
him, upon this ride, who turned out to be the quiet French 
gentleman who proposed to teach the languages at Fort 
Wayne, and who was in reality Mr. Anchisi, of the IJ. S. 
Secret Service Division ; who had been upon this " scoun- 
drel's " track for over two long months ! 

The brother-in-law, in the buggy, said to P., " what does 
it mean ? " 

" I don't know," said Phillabaum. 

" Come down!" said the Detective, to the man in the vehi- 
cle. And as he stepped out, Anchisi seized Atm, threw him 
to the ground, forced P. into the wagon, and jumping in 
himself, drove off, with his prisoner, in triumph — leaving 
the astounded brother-in-law to pick himself up. 

Tliis arrest caused great surprise. It was the last of the 
Fort Wayne Gang. Phillabaum was at once taken to the 
County jail, and thence removed to Indianapolis by Anchisi. 

The result of these two months expedition was the cap- 
ture, first and last, of twenty-four desperate counterfeiters, 
burglars, thieves, and highway robbers — and the seizure 
of more than $25,000 in counterfeit money, as well as 
burglars' tools, stolen property, a nice set of $5 greenback 
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flaU$^ etc., etc., the whole planning of which, and the carry- 
ing it out to complete success, was managed by Mr. Chas. E. 
Anchijii, under Col. Whitley^s direction ; an achievement 
which is bat one of many accomplished, during his term of 
ice, by this able and skillful operative. 

Matthew A. Boyd, of New Cumberland, 0., was about the 
time captured. Tliis dangerous man was one of the 
Tcry last secured by the U. S. Detectives, in this general 
raid on the counterfeiters there. A large quantity of 
^ coney " was found upon him. He had carried on an 
enormoas wholesale business, in this line, furnishing the 
** queer ^* to hundreds of boodle-men, and the smaller 
cmrriem, who distributed their supplies, thus obtained, 
throughout the entire west, in every direction. 

Ik>yd liad a rende2vous at Zoar Station (near New Phil- 
adelphia) and here he met his numerous patrons from time 
to time, and ma<lo his ^^ deals." Ho had for over twenty 
years esca|>ed capture, and had given the local authorities 
an immense amount of trouble. It was said that ho hud 
lieen on very good terms with many public men, and also 
aith the Cleveland police — years ago — whereby ho was 
enabled to dodge arrest, and riot in his wickedness for so 
ion:r a fieriod, unmolested. But he made one deal too many, 
and vent up, with the rest of the gang — all of whom were 
safely ^^ put away," at last. 

This entire batch of ruffians and counterfeiters were 
brought to trial, convicted, and were consigned to the State 
PriMins in the West, upon sentences varying from three und 
five to ten years each. A more adroitly conducted und 
advantageous enterprise, from conception to finality, can 
Dot be found in the annals of tlie U. S. Secret Service. 
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UNITED STATES REVENUE 



STAMP COUNTERFEITING. 



Some time in the summer of 1869, information reached 
CoL Whitley, of the U. S. Service Division, that a new 
counterfeit Tobacco stamp was being put upon the market, 
which was described as a very perfect imitation of the 
genuine, and a dangerous one. One of the Chiefs Detec- 
tives was at once detailed to work up this case, with orders 
to move promptly and report as soon as possible, to head- 
quarters. 

The Detective succeeded, after a few weeks of constant 
application and manoeuvering, to ingratiate himself into the 
good fellowship of a man named John Breme, a German, 
who bore the reputation of being an old counterfeiter, but 
who did not know the disguised Detective — who repre- 
sented himself as a Hebrew, and a merchant or rather a 
manufacturer of tobacco in the West, who had come to New 
York as an extensive dealer therein, and who was ready for 
any speculation that turned up. 

Breme introduced the Detective to one Walker; who, . 
816 
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mfter due caution in responding to the Detective^s approaches, 

quietly showed him the above mentioned new counterfeit 

C4Jli>t». tobacco stamp, which had been got up expressly for 

the Southern market. Of course the pretended western 

Tolmcco dealer wanted to bay some of tliem. They were 

just what he wanted. And having proceeded thus far with 

31 r. Walker, the disguised Detective reported to the Chief, 

and it was at once concluded to purchase a quantity of these 

bojnw stamps, (which were really very finely executed) at 

twenty-five cents on the dollar of the amount they repre- 

Beuted. 

Tlierc was at this time a clan of counterfeiters, some of 
whom were known to the force, in and near New York city, 
whom Col. Whitley (^ad had his eye on for some time. This 
coml>iiiation of choice spirits embraced Col. Bob Clark, 
Hart L. Pierce, John Bippou, et als.y and the attention of 
tlie officers was turned ufion this crew with zeal and de- 
termination to smoke them out. 

Col. ** Bob Clark " was Col. of the 13th N. Y. Regiment 
of Vi»U., in the late rebellion, and served with distinguislied 
credit through the war. He was an elegant looking man, 
wore a fierce mustaclie, a la Napoleon III., and was really 
altogether distinffuS in his |)ersonal manners and general 
apiiearance. His portrait will be found at page 888. 

Hart L. Pierce was a first class engraver, located in 
Xansau Street, New York, and formerly workoil for the 
Bank Note Companies. He was a most oxndlent artisan, 
und executed ** fine " work in the higliest style of the art. 

IiL*ulK.'n Carjienter, who reside*! in Canil»ridg('|M)rt, Mass., 
was also a good engraver of vignettes, and hud his rooms in 
Bromfield Street, Boston, where he was very favi»rably 
known. He was naturally a very ginnl citi2iMi« but ** fidl 
(rum grace,'' through bad associations, in which ho got 
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entangled, and was corrupted bj huge bribes, at last. He 
was unlucky in many ways, and suffered from domestic 
disasters, which hurt him. 

John Bippon was a plate-printer, a most excellent work- 
man, and he resided upon Staten Island, N. T. He was an 
Englishman, by birth, and his house was the head-quarters 
for the " Staten Island Gang." 

William Kempton was his associate printer^ and a superior 
press-man. He lived with Bippon, on the Island. He was 
foroierly a sea-captain, an intelligent man, and a competent 
workman in his branch of trade. 

Charles Henning and Charles Bonhack were partners, 
who carried on a large Match Factory in the outskirts of 
Jersey City, and did a heavy business in this line of traffic. 

Voluey Wright was a young man about town, a good 
looking fellow, and " a gentlen^u of leisure," who lived by 
his wits, and was the associate of flash " confidence men" 
and fast youths. Also, a seller of counterfeit money and 
bogus U. S. Internal Bevenue stamps. 

Tliere were some others connected with this " nice little 
party," but those above named, with Col. Bob Clark at the 
head, were the principals in the gang whose brief history we 
include in this chapter, all of whom were " shadowed " 
faithfully, and arrested at about the same time. 

The " deal " arranged for the Tobacco stamps noted in 
the opening paragraphs of this article, namely, between Mr. 
Walker and the disguised Detective, calling himself Olbach, 
was agreed to be consummated at night in a retired lager- 
beer saloon, on the cast side of New York city. Before the 
hour of this intended meeting when the bogus stamps were 
to be duly delivered, a number of roughly dressed men 
found their way promiscuously into this public salo<:)n. 
They wei-e seemingly strangers to each other. One carried 
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e, another a hat-box, &c., and were apparently ordi^ 
ravellcrs. Shortly afterwards, " Mr. Olbach," (the 
j^suuied by tlie Detective) came in and sat down, and 
tmugers entered to meet Mr. 0. 
' moved about, drank lager freely, and some of tbem 
1 outside. Then others, among the first travellers, 
iuU also. ^^ Mr. Olbach " and one of his new-found 
were tlieu walking outside. These were Bremo 
• and the Detective — while other Detectives were 
tj on the watch. Olbach gave a signal (agreed on) 
was understood by the other "travellers" that the 
were there. 

1 instant the valises and hat box were dropped, and 
v^uihcd ^' travellers " threw their arms around this 
d secured them. Tlie bogus stamps, $4,000 worth, 
»und u|K)n Walker's person — who, u{)<)n examination 
jf Whiiley, at once *' squealed " on Wright, and ar- 
(in the interest of the authorities) to purchase more 
, at once. 'Diis he did, and Wright was quickly 
ed " with $G,000 worth of these stamps upon him. 
;ht then K)uealed on one Phir llardgrave, and agreed 
e another " deal " with himj next mofning early, at 
tier of Amity and Mercer Streets. At the ap()ointed 
>hief Whitley, who had suiiervised all the above op- 
I in {lerson, with six of his men, convened around 
t desi;mated for this new deal. They were scatteivd 
ind llanigrave came, as agrceil on. 
In'toie delivering the last stam|>s, when the Detect ivrs 
oMii;^ around him, llardgrave, l>eing an old hird, and 
iv\\ '* smelt a mice," and suddenly " tumbled to the 
and liroke, like a quurter-horne — away, down the 
clo.si»ly pursued by the Chier and his mm I The 
1, who prove J Ueetest of lout, took the lead iu this live- 
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• 



ly stern-chase, his men falling behind in the race — and afiar 
running nine blocks, Hardgrave's wind gave out, and tbe 
Chief " collared " him and searched the fugitive, instanter; 
but found no stamps upon him. He bad dexterously tlirowa 
the package into a passing liorse-car, as he fled — wliere 
tlicy were afterwards found, $6,000 worth ; and must hafe 
been the same that he had brought with him to the street 
corner, for Wright. Hardgrave was '* fly " enough to know 
he couldn't be convicted, if the stamps were not found oa 
his person ; and so he thus deftly got rid of them. 

Nobody put a hand on Hardgrave as he ran, for he shouted 1 
*' stop thief ! " louder than any one in the crowd. And after 
his arrest, he refused to squeal oii anybody ; since he knew, 
under the circumstances, that he was not '*• dead to rights.'* 
He would own up to nothing ; and in consequence of his 
course in ridding himself of the bogus, at the right moment, 
the thread of this "stamp-counterfeiting" job was broken 
ofT — and the men issuing them (the grand head source 
whence they originated) was not reached, at that time. 

Then commenced what is technically known among Detec- 
tives as the " piping" process, under Whitley's directions. 
For three months Hardgrave and others suspected of being 
concerned in this transaction were duly " shadowed," and 
every kind of device was resorted to, to trap the lively 
scoundrels, whom Col. W. was satisfied were engaged in 
this work. But, for a while, witliout success. 

At length, on the 30th of October, 186P, Col. Whitley, 
his Chief Assistant, Mr. Nettlesliip, and W. W. Applegate, 
called at No. 39 Nassau Street, New York ; and mounting 
to the fourth story of those premises, in a room near the sky, 
they found Hart L. Pierce, whose place liad long been 
watched. The Colonel entered first, clapped liis hand on 
Hart's shoulder, and said, " I am Chief of tlie U. S. Secret 
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Service. I want yon." Pierce turned deadly pale, and the 
Cliief ordered his Assistants to make a tliorough search of 
the aiartment, and this man's person — which resulted in 
the capture of a $3 counterfeit manifest stamp-plate, which 
was taken from Pierce*s bosom. 

Upon this, Pierce came down, and owned that he with 
tlie aid of one Reuben Carpenter, of Boston, had cut the 
GOlh. tobacco stam|>-plate, this manifest plate, and several 
other bogus U. S. Revenue stamp-plates ; and also that 
Carfienter was then enga<red in engraving a counterfeit 
910U0 U. S. Bond plate. He added that the turther printinj 
of the tobacco stamfiS had been susi)ended ; that printers 
were tiien busy at work at Staten Island, upon Match- 
atam|is, in quantity ; and that this stamp was being issued 
under tlie sole manipulation of Col. Robert B. Clark. This 
w^A the first intimation had that Clark was implicated in 
this business — for he was a well ap|)earing man, and had 
given no cause for such suspicions. 

Col. Clark's room was at 317 East thirteenth Street. A 
TiMt was {mid to his premises, and the place was im mediate- 
ly searched — where upwards oi fifty thousand bogus Reveiiuo 
i4am|« (of all denominations and for diflerent purposes) 
were discovere^I, and seized, among them GOlb. tobacco 
stam|is. Col. Clark was arrested, and all this was kept 
from tlie newspapers, for prudential reasons. 

Chief Whitley then ttwk Hart L. Pierce with him to 
Ci^ton. Pierce there pointed (»ut the engraver Carj)entcr 
ti> him. Uavin«; secured the aid of two Boston jjolicc Dctec- 
tive-H, Messrs. I I(*ath and Joints — well kiu>wn at tlic Kiist 
for tlh'ir ready Uict aixl Klirewdiiess in this work — ^he wrnt 
fi>r C;ir|ieiiter, and found him steadily at work, uikmi lejiiti- 
matr* engraving. And U|H>n being confronted with Pierce, 
Car{ienter denied all knowledge of his accusations. The 
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Chief took him aside, and after an earnest exhortation and 
appeal to him — this man came down, fairlj, and gave i^ 
the $1000 5.20 bond plate — elegantly done — but not yet 
completed. He also frankly gave other information, whick 
led directly to the capture of a most exquisitely engraved 
$10 National Bank note plate (referred to in our article on 
the** Romance of Crime," see page 156). This wasjuafc 
completed, and was being printed from. 

Through Carpenter's acknowledgements. Chief Wliitley 
was also put upon a trail, which being communicated to 
Detective Philip Farley of the New York Police force, 
whose aptness in the performance of his duties is so well 
known and appreciate<l, everywhere, was followed by the 
securing of a perfect imitation $1,000 Central Pacific Rail- 
way Bond, just finished. The parties in this job were so 
closely followed up by. Farley, even out to England, that 
none were printed from this plate. Tlie guilty men could 
not be arrested iherey but Farley got the plate, brought it 
back, and delivered it to the Rail Road company, duly. 

Carpenter was now brought from Boston to New York, by 
Col. W., where he confessed to having engraved some of 
this stamp work. Then Whitley took some Aids and went, 
with Pierce, to Staten Island, the next day (Sunday,) where 
he made a raid upon the bogus printing establishment. 
Pierce pointed out a secluded house in the woods, and the 
Detectives suddenly pounced upon it. They '* went throuj^h 
it," and found a printing-press up stairs, with inks, pa|)er, 
&c.^ and below a large fine perforating press ; but no coun- 
terfeit stamps were discovered there. 

Rippou occupied this house, and here the Chiefs magnetic 
power was exerted to induce this man to own up. But he 
stood out against the influence. R.'s wife stuck by him, 
closely. Then the Chief took Rippon out into the lot near 
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t house, and wrestled, stnigfi^lcd, preached and talked to 
n^ and partially conquered him. But roturuinp; to the 
nse^ one glance of tlie wife, who controlled him, strangely, 
Icuccd the repentant uprising of the poor devil's good inten- 
oDf ! They went out again ; again he promised to reveal ; 
Ittj returned, and again the wife fiercely stared him out of 
iutem|ioniry good resolution. And so for four long weary 
Kxin, did Whitley plead with this contrite man. 
1q the wife^s presence nothing could be done. Out of 
loon, once more, and at him again, went the Col. in earn- 
irt, tod hopefully. He felt confident that ho could van- 
pi»h kirn — and at length Rippon indicated that what the 
Colonel sought was buried near the house. A spade was 
'unit into his tremulous hand. Ho led the way to the 
S^en. Then walking about, he struck the spade into the 
fwui'l — heard his wife's warning voice (who watched him) 
^ dropped the implement^ instanter ! He " could not do it," 
*«id. Indeed he "didn't know where the projicrty was." 
V Cliicf now called his men, they dug zealously, a wliile, 
tid tlien struck a stout tin box 12 by 18 inches square, 
liicli, on being taken up, was found to contain all the 
tteit, dies, and rolls, for printing the match stamps — and 
is Imix was also filled with the lK)gus stamps. 
A plate marked " Benona Howard " u|K)n it, was also 
uid. This plate deTelo|)ed the fact that this man had two 
irs previously carried on an extensive Match Factory, and 
1 UNod Uigtis stamps in his business. He was some 
nth** afterwards arrested, the bogus plates on which ho 
utctl his originally used stamps were found, with all his 
-apht-rnalia, which were promjitly captured ; he was in- 
te«l. antl is now awaiting his trial in the U. S. Court, 
ier hcavv bail. 

m 

Fu sum up the results of Chief Whitley's o|)erations with 
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this clan, we conclude by stating that Bippon and Eempton 
were then arrested at Staten Island — all further attempts 
at concealment of their iniquity having been completely 
frustrated, though the ardent Colonel found this final scene 
the hardest taiking-hovLt he ever encountered ; and the pris- 
oners were removed into close custody. The wife of Bippon 
was the keenest, shrewdest and sharpest of this twain, and 
proved herself a diCBcult customer to manage, throughout 
the tedious ordeal through which the Detectives passed, in 
that last tortuous scene. 

Rippon shortly '^ squealed " on Henning and Bonhack, the 
match factory partners. It turned out that Rippon was to 
deliver these stamps to his employer^ Col. Bob Clark, by 
agreement. But B. had, 9ub rosa^ a customer of his own to 
whom he desired to sell them — thus purposing to cheat 
Clark out of what belonged to him. 

Col. Whitley then went over to Jersey and seized tlie 
Match Factory, and arrested Henning and Bonliack, botli of 
whom were convicted and consigned to the State Prison 
there, promptly ; the carrying out of the laws in the New 
Jersey Courts being a far more expeditious and righteous 
process than that pursued in many of the New York Courts. 
The Factory was forfeited to the Government, sold out, and 
the proceeds passed into the United States Treasury. 

The 601b. and other bogus stamp cases were followed up 
vigorously by Col. Whitley's men to Bichmond, Va., and 
several other important seizures, arrests, and convictions of 
similar criminals, were made soon after this clan were pro- 
vided for. 

Col. Bob Clark was tried, but attempted to suborn a wit- 
ness who intended to swear from his own knowledge that 
the accusations against Clark had been a " put-up job" on 
him. This fact was learned by Col. W. in season to squelch 
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this testimony out. The prisoner then tried the insanity 
dodge, and was pronounced perfectly sane, after competent 
medical examination. But all would not serve or save him ! 

He was sentenced for five years to the State Prison at 
Albany, where he is now established, for the present. Car- 
penter was *^ put away " similarly. Ilenning and Bonhack, 
of tlie Match Factory, followed suit, and are now in the 
Penitentiary. Wright is now waiting his turn, for trial. 
And Pierce and Rippon were used as Government witnesses. 

Tliis combination of talented rogues thus went up — 
entire. And, through the persistent exertions of Col. 
Whitley, this crowd, and a dozen oCliers, of lesser note, were 
all torn oat from their secret hiding-places, where they had 
for years been busily occupied in cheating and defrauding 
tlie n. S. Goveniment, and have found a place of safety, 
where, foKunately for the public good, they will not here- 
after be led, or lead others, into temptation. 

And so ends the vile machinations and arch plottiugs 
of tbe '' Staten Island Gang." 



(( 



EASY ROBERTS," 



OF OHIO. 



THEE SA.NOTIMONIOU9. 



u 



I do the wrong. 



The secret mischiefs that I set abroach, 
I lay unto the grevious charge of othera, 
But then I sigh, and, with a piece of Scripture, 
Tell them that God bids us do good for evil ! 
And thus I clothe my naked villainy 
With old odd ends stol'n forth of holy writ, 
And seem a saint, when most I play the devil." 

SOAKSPEABB. 

The first $2 counterfeit National Bank Note of New Yor^' 
was discovered and traced by one of Col. Whitley's Dctc^ 
tives, Mr. Cha's. E. Anchisi, to the possesssion of a saiic^^ 
raonious and outwardly " pious " individual in the town o 
Salineville, in the State of Ohio. 

This pretended saint, who made great show of his o<^ 
sanctity and a corresponding admiration of the good mora' 
of his neighbors and acquaintances (of whom he had 
goodly number) and who was deemed a pattern of godlincs 
and propriety, resided in the town named above, which ' 
located upon the Cleveland and Pittsburg railroad, abou^ 
thirty miles from Albion, 0. 
S20 
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is name was E. Z. Roberts. He was better known as 
sv Roberts '* from bis naturally free and cai*eless man- 
in ordinary intercourse. He was endowed witb rare 
less talents, and always appeared to be a zealous and 
loos Cbristian. Tlie office be beld in connection witb 
coal mines of the " Cleveland Iron Company," of 
h he was the Superintendent, was a lucrative and very 
onsible position ; through the performance of the duties 
hicli lie was brought constantly into contact with many 
iieas men. Tliis office was one which required not only 
rior talents to manage properly, but especially de- 

(Jed tliat only an honest, upri^it man should hold the 
% 

1^ • 

cavy sums of mouey were continually entrusted to the 
rilitendent's hands, to pay off the laborers and employes 
ic G^mpany. Uis name was well known among coal 
, far and near, who had occasion to treat with him 
lently, and for years he had been highly esteemed as a 
A of integrity and good intentions. 
»bcrts is about fifty years old. He owns the land in 
h these coal mines are located. He is wealthy, has a 

orderly family, is a man of great influence, (or has 
) and has always l)een looked upon, in that district, 

highly respectable, religious, exemplary individual. 
D tlic explosion suddenly occurred which we proceed 
ve the details of, the whole community were shocked 
e revelations made : which disgust was greatly intcnsi- 
when tliey remembered the past life of this pretended 
OS " rascal ! 

r. Cha'a. E. Anchisi, of Col. Whitley's Division, was 
upon tliis job by his Chief, and ho proceeded carefully 
idroitly to work it up. The high standing of the per- 
lie Ftarted to pursue, rendered this a difficult affair to 
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manage — though he did not at first know clearly who he 
was about to tackle. 

But a $2 counterfeit National note had been forwarded to 
this Detective, by a merchant of Alliance, one day, who 
could not then say who had passed it on him. Still, ho 
recollected that on that occasion, certain parties from 
Eastern Ohio had been in his store, and had purchased some 
goods. He supposed it was from them he bad received this 
$2 bill. The trail was a very faint one. But indistinct 
though it was, Anchisi raised it, and went about his busi- 
ness as systematically as is his wont. 

He proceeded to Alliance, conferred with this merchant, 
learned all he could from him — which was precious httlc, 
for he could tell nothing except that his customers were of 
the class that appeared like coal-*men, from the mines. 
Then A. made a tour of the vicinity, visited the mines, and 
on reaching Salineville, at once called upon the post-master 
there. He enquired of him if he had met with any $2 
counterfeits, and this official at once exhibited tico note^ 
which had recently been paid to him, of that denomination 
and character. 

" Whom did you get these bills from ? " asked Anchisi, 
with some interest. 

" I don't care to say, sir. He's a good man, and above 
all suspicion. I believe he's all right." 

" Who is it ? You must tell me," insisted the Detective. 
" I am a U. S. Officer. These are counterfeits." 

" Well, then, if I must, they came from Mr. Roberts." 

'' Both of them ? " 

** Yes, sir," said the post-master. 

Anchisi went to other stores where he learned that 
Roberts was buying groceries, dry goods, clothes, &c., and 
found that he had passed thirty-five of these f 2s ($70) in 
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Doe place ; and all were counterfeits. In one other store he 
had put off two more of them, in another six, in another 
eigiit, in auotlier four, and in one place aUo a $10 countcr- 
Teit, upon Uie Pooghkeepsie Bank. Anchisi now thought it 
about time to ** spring his trap " upon this unsuspecting hut 
ranoing villain, and be accordingly proceeded to aiTcst him, 
bat foond he liad left town, on business. 

He followed him to a place about eight miles away, at 
mother Railroad station, where he met Roberts, when he a|>- 
proeclied him, told him who he was, and straightway clapped 
the iron rufQes upon the devout and ^^ easy " hy[)ocritc, in- 
rortuing bim be must then accompany him to Cleveland. 

** What docs this signify ? " demanded Roberts, greatly 
astonished, plainly. *^ Why do you thus arrest me. Sir ? " 

*^ For passing counterfeit money," said Anchisi, promptly. 

•* C^wUetfeU ! " exclaimed Roberts. " Why, 1 get all my 
mouey from the First National Bank of Cleveland ! " 

^ This you must prove elsewhere. Sir. You must come 
with me, now.^* 

And away they went together, the Detective speaking of 
tlie bogus notes as tliey went. Ui)on arriving at Cleveland, 
Roberts told another story, to wit; that he ^^ got all his 
rooiiey from the Treasurer of the Cleveland Iron Company." 
Tlicn lie added — 

^ I liave just received by Express $3,000 from that oflficer, 
and tliesc 92*8 and $10 which you say aie bogus, were in 
that parcel." 

Anchisi m-as in possession of ample evidence to convict this 
rascal, in his own belief, licyond a doubt : yet as a matter 
of form, and with the desii*e to |)erform his whole duty in 
tlie premises, in order that he might rc()ort fully to Col. 
Whitley, lie proceeded to confer with the i^*esidont of the 
Iron Company, in reference to this matter. 
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By this time Roberts had got thoroughly frightened. The 
President was astounded when the Superintendent's mia- 
deeds were recounted to him, and expressed his opinion that 
if Roberts were guilty, he ought to meet with condign puD- 
ishment. He referred Anchisi to the Treasurer, then, who 
said that he liad sent Roberts some money, but never any of 
this stuff. He stated that he had sent a package, but tlierc 
could be no question that such bills as were now shown biin, 
had not been amongst the money forwarded to Roberts. 
They then proceeded to the Bank, where the Treasurer got 
the parcel he sent to R. Anchisi showed the bogus notes 
there. The officers at once declared that they never saw 
those bills, and had never passed any $2's at all. 

Easy Roberts essayed to take this matter as easily as he 
usually did any mishap. He spoke feelingly and devoutly 
of *' misfortune, persecution," and the like ; but the Detec- 
tive who had run him down '' dead sure," on more than one 
clear point, was not now to be fooled, cheated, or cajoled by 
either his hypocrisy, his cunning, or his lamentations. He 
took the " reverend " impostor before the U. S. Commis- 
sioner, where at Anchisi's suggestion — who deemed this a 
very flagrant and important case — the prisoner was placed 
under $10,000 bail for his appearance at Court for trial. 

At this examination before the Commissioner, Roberts 
attempted the concoction of a third tale, by way of explana- 
tion, and said, deceitfully — 

" Now I think of it, about a month ago, I loaned a man 
forty dollars, to go to Pennsylvania with. He paid me on 
liis return, and these $2 notes must have come from himy 

" How then about the bogus $10 note ? " queried Anchisi. 

" Ah — yes. He must have given me that, also ! " 

" Well. How do you account for the remaining bills you 
paid, of this same kind, in the thirty-five $2*3 to Mr. 
S ?'* 
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Ycft. He now remembered that ^* he had several men to 
X off, and he took some more of these $2's from this same 
in, in exchange for (o's and $10*s he then gave him/' 

I of which storj proved utterly false, and Roberts was 
\j committed. 

On going from the Court-room, he quietly said to Assistant 
tective ButU, *^ if Anchisi won't l)e hard on me, now, I 

II turn up a good many counterfeiters, in this region, that 
don*t suspect ? " 

Tilts announcement opened Anchisi*s eyes. He took his 
inoner to jail, locked him up, and gave strict orders that 
> letters or communications should pass to or from him, 
iknown to him. And then he returned to Salincville. 
lis important arrest caused a stampede among the other 
oundrcis thereabout, and two months passed before any- 
ing of importance occurred, after Roberts gave the bail 
quired. A. found n[)on Roberts, when searched, two 
icket-lxx)ks, $75 in good money in one, the other being 
led with more of the bogus $2's and also the following 
Ucr: — 

New York, /w/y Uth, 1871. 
Mb. E. Roberts, SalinevUley 0., 
Drar Friend : 

Your willingness to comply with our terms has l)eon 
ceived, aini by Express this day, under the name of ''John 
. Newlen, Salinevillc, Ohio,'* wc scMid you the package con- 
ining our copies of greenbacks^ fradiofial currency^ etc.<^ etc. 
cm will find them exact, and they arc executed by some 
tlic uio8t skilled and ex|iert engravers in this or any 
her country. The package now sent, represents $:200 and 
e send it to you — C. O. I). ($23.00), leaving a balance 
' ten dollars to be paid by you as soon after the |)ackago 
received as fiOHsible. 

By this package you will be able to judge of alM)ut the 
lautity you will be able to use, every month ; and you may 
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rest assured that in the next packap^e you order the bills will 
be equal in every respect to the ones now sent. Therefore 
make your order as large as possible next time, as our 
supply of these goods is decreasing evexy day. As soon as 
you have received this package, write to us and say liow you 
succeed. You must use judgment in circulating these nota; 
and be careful not to have too many in one places so as to 
cause suspicion ; and do not in any case mention wheie 
you obtained them. Wishing you every success, we remaitt 

Yours, truly, 

H. M. and C. B. 

Anchisi secured this important document, and during the 
following eight weeks continued warily to watch this arch 
villain. As his trial did not come on, and Anchisi was 
satisfied he had confederate counterfeiters connected with him 
at Jefferson, 0., he proceeded to that place ; and through 
the Sheriff of the County, got upon the track of ene Hilo 
Thorton, who, besides being a wholesale and retail dealer in 
bogus " national currency," proved to be a maker of false 
Canadian coins, nickel, etc. 

Some parties belonging to Jefferson, O., had lately been 
arrested at Toronto, Can'a., and Anchisi visited that point, 
to ascertain that the false coins passed there had been 
manufactured at Jefferson, by this Thorton. Anchisi re- 
turned to Jefferson, made a raid on his house, and fo^ud a 
basket full of bogus coins, nickels, dies and utensils, which 
were concealed in a dry well there, twenty feet deep. He 
went to the bottom of this well, and secured these materials, 
then arrested Thorton at once, and in eight days after this 
discovery, Milo Thorton had been tried, convicted, and 
sentenced to the State Prison at Columbus, 0., for four 
years. He had been there twice previously, for this same 
offence. 

He was one of Easy Roberts' most intimate friends, it was 
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i. lie did not squeal on Roberts, but stated that he re- 

J his Ikigus money from Josli. D. Miner, of New York 

He confesaed to all his foul connections, and impli- 

1 Uincr, very strongly. 

have known Miner for fifteen years," he said. ^^ I 
often met him at Bradford's liouse, near Central Park. 
jears ago, I went to New York, to get a supply of 
crfett notes, and while at Miner's residence, I met a 
from Clieriy Valley, Ashtabula Co., 0., who was thei"o 
3 same business. I then bought $5,000 worib of coney 
Miner, in 810's,-on the Poughkeepsie National Bank, 

tlie assumed name of W. N. Thomas, and ordci*cd it 
o me, to care of Dwight Foulker, Jefferson, 0. This 
ge came duly, by Express, and I returned to Miner, by 
SA, 9600, in good money for this shipment — which 

2 per cent, on the amount of counterfeit money for- 
d.^ Anchisi then went to the Express Office, ex- 
d tlieir books, and verified the truth of these state- 
in full, day and date. 

Tlon made his last purchase of Miner, in this same 
Old sent M. $600 more good money for another $i)fiOO 
He never received the counterfeits, nor the good 
' lie thus sent M. 

Jiisi continued to watch Rol>erts* movements, steadily, 
aw him meet this Thorton, before the latter was 
pid. Roberts sul>scqnentiy got at and bought off the 
f whom he sat/s he got the $2*s, who is an important 
Ji for tlie Government, since he positively denied (to 
St) all knowledge of this foul transaction. But 
ts is rich, and this man is gone, ile may lio found, 

ly. 

n*Hult of this enterprise was the sudden checking of 
iHidng of counterfeit money in that quarter, and tlio 
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disappearance of a few other smaller rogues, who were uot 
then got liold of. The leaders, however, are cared for, just 
now. No moi*e bogus $2'8, or Poughkeepsie $10's can be 
circulated, readily, in that ilk ! 

And though " Easy Roberts," with his sanctimooioos 
*' cheek," and whining show of piety and injured innocence, 
still moves about there, and has some sympathizing friends, 
when his trial comes, it is to be hoped that justice will tri- 
umph in this base scoundrel's case, and that he will be pun- 
ished according to his deserts. 

The following interesting letters exhibit an animus which 
crops out in the conduct of certain prominent legal gentle- 
men in Ohio, who have interested themselves in behalf of 
counterfeiting rogues, notorious in the criminal annals of 
that State ; affording striking evidence that men high in 
social position are " hand and glove " with these criminals, 
and who contrive to clog the wheels of justice and embarrass 
the oflBcers in pursuit of the scoundrels who are directly ica- 
posing upon the public their cheatery and frauds. Mr. An- 
chisi was offered $500, by certain parties, to give up these 
letters ! 

Cleveland, 0., May 10th, 1871. 
James M. Bissell, Alliance, Ohio. 

My dear Sir : 

1 am informed by Commissioner White, that there will 
probably be a term of the United States District Court in 
June, for the trial of cases of the kind you have to defend, 
(counterfeiting.) I notify you so that you may not be taken 
by surprise. 

Do not neglect preparation so far as you can make it. 

You have not written me a word since you were baile<l. 
Have you given up what you said to me before leaving */ 
Write to rac at once. You know 1 am posted in this business; 
and must be dealt fairly by. Have you seen Combs? Is lie 
going to send me $100. 

Yours very truly, . 




SIMEON B. BENSON, 

CHIEF OPEBATITE, PESICA. DISTRICT. 

U. S. SF.cnKf Skrviok Division. (Sm p«gB»S» 
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Cleveland, O., May 17th, 1871. 
James M. Bissell, Alliance^ Ohio.* 
Dear Sir : 

I wrote you a day or two since. I wrote Combs, also. 
If lie does not do the fair and honest thing, I wUl hand him 
cv€r. 

Yours, truly, . 

Tlie following letter was written by an equally well known 
member of the Cleveland bar, who was a candidate last year 
on the Prohibition Ticket for an important position. 

Cleveland, April 20, 1871. 
M. A. Boyd. 

Dear Sir. 

I received your note last evening, and herewith inclose 
m Blip from last night's paper, which will show you what is 
l^ng on here in re^i^rd to '* Queersmen.'' I saw a lawyer 
here from Alliance, Friday, on the street ; ho was hero lor 
your friend Bissell. You ought to look this matter up at 
once, for tliero is no telling what a country lawyer might 
advise him to do, in order to save his client. 

Respectfully yours, . 

Cleveland^ Ohio, May 16th, 1871. 
James M . Bisbell, AUiancej Ohio. 
Jfy Dear Sir: 

Your letter was received, and I have l)een unable to 
write you before for several reasons. You know I am very 
busy, generally, but Court is in session, and 1 am much en- 
fraged. I desire to tell you in plain words, Bissell, that 
Comlis must |iay me $100. ilc must [)ay it — ^'lO now, and 
#r>0 in thirty days. He must not ex|K.H!t me to l)e treated us 
lie treated me in Alliance, and allow him to laugh at me 
trhile J hold Aim in (he hollow of my hami. You must not 
interfere with it. You must toll him to do so. Let him at 
least be honest with mc. Tell him to act at once. 

Yours, very truly, . 

•JsBM M. Bbaell, And It A. Boyd, are oolorkmi w«Un ooaatarMlin. 
14 




SIMEON B. BENSON, 



CUIEF OPERATIVE, U. S. S. S. D., DIST. OP PENFA. 



This gentleman, wliose portrait faces page 336, is a native 
of Waterford, Pa., a small town fourteen miles from Erie, 
Pa. This spot abounds in interesting historical reminisp 
cences. In 1756 a French fort was located there, and it 
was to this place that General Geo. Washington came, by 
order of Gov. Dinwiddie, (then Governor of Virginia,) to 
warn the French troops to leave the place, and not encroach 
farther upon English territory. Out of this grew the war 
which resulted in the memorable Braddock's defeat. 

Mr. Benson passed his earlier years in the lovely romantic 
village of Waterford, which had been selected by the State 
of Pennslyvania as the most appropriate spot in which to 
locate and endow an Academy, which is still flourishing 
there, and is now considered one of the finest educational 
institutions of its class in the great Key-stone State. 

The father of Mr. Benson was a wealthy farmer, and was 
able to give his son the advantages of an excellent educa- 
tion. He pursued his elementary studies at the Academy, 
after the conclusion of which young Benson entered the 
law-office of J. B. Johnson, Esq. a prominent counsellor 
33S 
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attorney of Erie, Pa., where he read law up to tlio 

iciiijr out of the rebellion, in tlie year 1861, when he 

n'il the Union army. lie was commissioned a first 

itenant, and was detailed as Quartermaster of Gol. John 

L.^aifrt '• Erie Regiment," which had been organized 

'tr the first call of President Lincoln for 75,000 volun- 

f^s, to starve three months. 

Mr. Bens4>n subsequently assisted in raising and organiz- 

> the 83d Pennsylvania Regiment, and was in readiness 

proceed with that gallant command to the front, when 

* unexpectedly received notice from the War Department 

^ Washington to hold himself under orders for future 

pecial duty. 

Mr. B. having evinced extraordinary acuteness in dis- 
covering various frauds attempted to be {)er[)eti'ated l>y 
certain Government C!ontractors, and the certainty with 
vhicli he had turned up the machinations of various plotters 
igain«t Uie interests of the U. S. Government, had com- 
tuniidetl him to the notice of the Washington authorities, 
who placed him at once in the Secret Service of the War 
[lepartmcnt — detailed for duty ui)on the Pennsylvania and 
blar viand borders. 

lie was noted for his intrepidity and daring, constantly, 
kod he was successful in gathering vulual)ie information of 
lie moveincuUi of tlie enemy, at that {)i4*i<Hi. His iv|K)rts 
o licad-quarters, which were remarkable for their accuracy 
ind extraordinary minuteness of detail, proved very satis- 
actory. He continued thus engaged until the close of the 
"elwlIioD, when he returned to Waterft)rd, whore ho re- 
maiiMhl managing his late father^s liandsonie ostato, which 
fell to him at his parentis decease, until the time when Col. 
II. C. Whitley assumed charge of iho U. S. SecrtH Sorvico 
Dimiou of the Treasury De|»artment 
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Mr. Benson chanced to be in Washington, at this time, 
and unsolicited by himself, was tendered a commission in 
this Service, by Col. W. He accepted the position, and 
went vigorously to work in the Western District of Penn'a., 
meeting with great success in clearing out the hordes of 
counterfeiters who then infested that vicinity. He brouglit 
to his new position the advantages of prior Detective expe- 
rience in the Union Army, a sufficient knowledge of the laws 
to guide him safely in the more intricate and complicated 
cases liable to arise in detective life, and conducted the 
business intrusted to him with such energy and devotedness, 
as to induce Col. Whitley, voluntarily, to promote him to 
the rank of a Chief Operative, with head-quarters at Phil- 
adelphia, where he is now officially established. 

Mr. Benson's success in his line of business is second to 
that of no operative on the force. He was the first man 
commissioned by Col. Whitley, and the results of his 
admirably conducted labors have proved a credit to the good 
judgment of the Chief, in selecting him for the Semce. 
Through Mr. B.'s exertions, upwards of fifty offenders have 
been convicted and sent to the Penitentiary, for counterfeit- 
ing and violations of the U. S. Internal Revenue laws, among 
the most notable of whom may be mentioned " Mysterious 
Bob," whose career we have recorded, and whose various 
aliases of Lewy Roberts, Harry Harrison, and John B. 
Altic, will be remembered. 

It may be said that Mr. Benson's whole life and experi- 
ence has tended towards fitting him peculiarly for the voca- 
tion he is now engaged in. His natural powers of obseiTa- 
tion arc very remarkable. The most minute and insignifi- 
cant occurrences are seized upon by him, and turned to 
advantage, subsequently, in the course of his busy duties, 
and he is untiring in his work, in the sphere he at present 
so honorably and so faithfully occupies. 
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Exceedingly affable and pleasing in address, agreeable in 
his manners, and a most inimitable story-teller, he is able to 
disarm his object of all suspicion as to the real end he has 
iu view — upon occasion — and to these good qualities is 
added his rare sound judgment, which serves him well, at 
mil times, and under all circumstances. 

Mr. B. is now forty-fire years old. He is a gentleman of 
thorough integrity and sterling character, possessed of 
ample pecuniary means, and pursues the profession of a 
Detective only from absolute choice, and the attractiveness 
of the business to his peculiar sympathies. 



THE ORE^T 



PHILADELPHIA BOODLE GAME- 



THE « CONFIDENCE MEN" BOXTTED. 



About the time when Col. H. C, Whitley came into office 
at the head of the Secret Service Division, (in tlie spring of 
1869,) tliere was then being extensively played in Philadel- 
phia and New York a noted " confidence " or swindling 
game, technically known to tlie Detectives and the Police 
authorities as the " $5 Boodle Q-ame^^^ which in reality is 
but another name or phase in counterfeiting, though a very 
daii<2;erous branch of this infamous traffic. 

It was ascertained that there were engaged in this busi- 
ness Col. L. J. Sherman, A. J. Wightman, Wm. B. Grovcr, 
old Johnny Hart, Frank Mackay, and some others — those 
above mentioned being the chief offenders and prime 
movers of the gang, the named conspirators in which led off 
in this " boodle game " — which is played with the following 
points, to wit : — 

First, one of the clan, who must be a glib and skillful 
talker^ is deputed to ingratiate himself into the good graces 
of some person who is known to possess ready cash means, 
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110 may be desirous to make more money, easily ; 
ic 8hall not he oyer-scnipulous as to the manner iu 
this may bo effected. It is necessary that the talker 
:ljes hid chosen victim cautiously and indifferently, 
1 (lersistently, until he gets his confidence, and can 
lim clearly ^^ how lie can make his pile, if he is as 
us the average." 

li^ made himself favorably known to this second 
lie good *' talker " then inadvertently drops the re- 
al the right moment, that he ^* has just met with a 
ii;r ; " which he then confidentially proceeds to dis- 
le character of, ^^ all on the square, you know, of 
— and munrs the word." The proposed victim sees 
lice, and " will go in — if he can enter on the ground- 
which privilege is promised hifti. But all very 
ind secret, every time. And this '* big thing" the 
lIius explains to his anxious friend, who has a thou- 
• two dollars of the " ready," which he desires to 
:wo or three or five of, at the earliest convenient 
t. 

3 just run foul of some men " says the first one, 
through same means, I don't know how, have pos- 
themi^elves of certain genuine U. S. Government 
from which they are printing hundreds of thousands 
irs« and they arc selling these bills for fifty cents on 
lar, in quantity. The business is somewhat rihky, 
be — but what s|)eculutive business is not ? " 
buit thus charily thrown out, is snap])tMl at by the 
d du|io, but he is cautious, yet. 
\r )i»u set'U any of these bills ? " he asks. 
u*s. Yt»u can l)ct your lite I don't let this sort o' 
lass nu\ Ilere, look ! I've had one lick at *em, 
. yee." 
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And the talker produces a dozen or two clean bright $5 
genuine Greenback notes, from his well filled pocket-book. 

" Are you a judge of money ? " asks the talker. 

" Well, I ought to be. I've handled enough," says the 
dupe, confidently. 

*' You're the very man I wanted to see," says the otber ; 
•^ for 1 swear 1 can't tell one of these bills from another." 

"They're all good," says the dupe. *• I'll take 'em; ft 
cord of 'em." And he carefully looks over the dozen or 
more really genuine $5 notes this gentleman so carelesslf 
exhibits to him. 

" Not too fast," says the talker. " You're a judge, no 
doubt. But I tell you, between ourselves, I can buy a hatful 
of these very, bills at 50 cents on the dollar of their face. 
Now you just take these notes to some expert, bank, or 
broker, and see what they say." 

Ten minutes afterwards the now rather excited but close- 
mouthed victim returns (after going to the banks, etc.) 
chock full of eao:erness. 

"It's all right," he says, '' tliey're good — everyone of 
'em. Just as I told you." 

The talker knew this, all the time ! But he is playing the 
" $5 Boodle Game," and in this little pastime he's a veritable 
heathen Chinee ! The proposed victim don't know any 
thing of this, however. He's up to snuff though, ordinarily; 
he has been round ; and he'd like very much to see the color 
of the man's face that can fool him! So he quietly says 
to himself, " It is a big thing, surely." And he '' would 
buy three thousand dollars (for $1,500) of them, every day 
in the week, if he could get 'cm." And so he takes a hand 
in this nice little boodle game, which, in his wide experi- 
ence, he has never yet learned the p'ints of! 

The following day is fixed upon between these two men, 
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i a large bundle of these $5 notes can be bought, and 
eitnl to the victim in the following manner. He has 
ue thoroughly infatuated with his brilliant prospects, 
le agrees to meet the musical talker's representative — 
*d jiarty — in some secluded spot, or street, where this 
!e of notes is to I)e delivered to him ; it being ex- 
id to him that this thing can be done only in a very 
>iu way. And so he meets the stranger, accordingly, 
(man brings the parcel nicely done up, sealed, and 
-ou the top and bottom of which is placed a geimine 
tc, and the encU of all the rest of the nominal $3,000 
, arc left exposed to view (to the depth of an inch or 
tiiat he can see — can't he, in broad daylight ? — that 
riffht. He scans the package, and sees the ends of 
'ous $5 notes, ap|)arently, at top and bottom. ThivS to 
the $3,000. He pays his good fiileen hundred dol- 
the stranger, and they separate — he having agreed 
ig him another package next week ; this l>eing all he 
get, to-day, they wei*e in such active demand. The 
sees the |(5 good notes are at the top and bottom of 
icket, and sup|)oseH it to 1)0 a way they have of ])acking 
luney. He Bubiequently ascertains precisely what this 
! llie *^ slight acquaintance " who brought him this 
re has stepi^ed into a doorway, near by, and the store 
hrougli the block to the next sti-eet. Half an hour 
aids the nice talker and the stranger who delivers the 
> to the du|>e, meet by appointment, and divide tlieir 
victim's l^l/>00 lietween them; while he has o{M.Mied 
iidle in his back oflice, secivtly, to fuid that his parcel 
li with business cards, only, tlie ends of which are 
rfrit imitations of tlie ^'> Ikmk note! 
is surprised, chagrined, not a little angry at thirt 
L»d sell," and is out Vl,41^0 in good money liesidesl 
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But he has now learned the p'ints in the celebrated '' boodle 
game ! " 

This interesting game was played successfully upon Geo* 
Mouutjoy, then of Philadelphia, to the tune of $10,000 1 
George went into this speculation with great expectations* 
but came out at the small end of the cornucopia. Aud disr- 
liking this altogether unanticipated result, he got hold of 
some of the operator, and caused their ari-est on a cbarga 
of swindling. 

But when he came into Court, he was nonplus'd to fiud 
that he could show no " valuable consideration " in his alle- 
gations, and the laws could not reach the ^^ confidence man** 
who had outwitted him — since, by his own shewing, &e had 
intended to purchase of these men bogus, counterfeit or 
spurious bills, with subsequent palpable criminal intent 
The sellers of the trash he thus aimed to possess himself of, 
ncTer pi*etended to him that these notes were genuine, and 
he knew they couldn't be so, at the nominal price he paid — 
50 cents on the dollar. Thus he became particeps criminu^ 
if anything, in this suit, and so was ruled out of Court. 

Numerous similar cases occurred, and scores of unscrupu- 
lous persons, ambitious of gain, were thus duped. Informa- 
tion that counterfeit $5's were widely afloat, about this 
time reached the Treasury Department, and numbers of meu 
wlio had been approached by these " boodlers," looking to 
be rewarded for ''information" they could give to the 
authorities, went to Washington. But this foul matter had 
been thoroughly sifted by Cliief Whitley, and all these 
zealous visitors to the Capitol were turned over to the 
Colonel, by the Treasury Department. In consequence of 
there being no law existing to reach this jKJculiar class of 
miscreants, the practice continued until the winter of 1869, 
*70, when the principal rascals quarrelled among themselves, 



\ 




OaeiT PHILADELPHIA BOODLE CASE. 347 

» ^ rogues fall out,'* sometimes, and Wightman witlidi'ew 
from the clique in Philadelphia, to set up in New York city, 
opxi bis own private account. 

Wightman stopped up town with his moll, but forgot or 
Kglected to paj his board, and left his trunks behind him 
*heu he suddenly retired. Tliese were opened and found to 
Detain a large quantity of bills, with the ends engraved to 
nepreaent $5, while all the rest was but an advertising card 
'•Cotton concern in Vii'ginia. These " shin-plaHters " 
*^ft conveyed to Chief Whitley, and though he could see 
vt A small ^ point" in this disclosure, he ventured to collar 
Hghtiuan, knowing him, of old, to be grand Sachem 
Dong these ^* boodlers '* or confidence men. 
H'iirhtman was posted, however. He carried the U. S. 
rs relating to counterfeiting about with him constantly, 
J showed Whitley at once how and why he couldn't con- 
t him, on tliiri hunt ! Still the Chief stuck to him, and 
Igereil him, and finally fairly talked him over. Uo made 
liclieve he had a dead sure thing on him, and at luHt ho 
e<i. Wiglitman ** Kquealed " on Bill Grover, and naid he 
uctIv got these |>artial counterfeits of him. 
Vi^htman was taken to Philadelphia by the Chief, where 
|»ri*tcnded to make up with his old chum Grover, (with 
mi he had quarreled.) Mr. NettlcHhip, Chief AHH*t., 
i in IMiiladelphia, looking after tlieni, at this time, and 
I presi'ut in a room wliore these two rogue« weitJ in 
ntrst convorsation, one day. By the reflection in a large 
ror, N. saw (trover, while " head to head " with Wight- 
lu t^lyly draw out of his |M)cket and exhibit a large sheet 
^•<Tr-stani|M. 

^'ow Wightman wan willing to sell Gmver to the Detec- 
':«« for he hadn*t forgot liin grudge on the old acctHint, 
ugh he pretcntetl to lie sutiMfied. He at once turned 
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about and introduced Nettleship to Grover — calling tlie 
former "his friend Fish," whom he described as a big 
brewer, from the west. Nettleship took the " cue " at once, 
and assuming the role of the burly beer-dealer, said he 
wanted to get some U. S. Bevenue stamps for his barrels, in 
trade, if he could get them cheap. This suited Grover, " to 
a hole." He said he had a big lot of beer-stamps, which lie 
would sell at 25 cents on the dollar, in bulk. The brewer 
seemed to be quickly talked into the idea that these were as 
good as any, and a meeting was appointed in New York 
city, at which Grover was to deliver " Fish " $5,000 worth 
of these beer-stamps, which of course were bogus. 

When Wightman cut the Philadelphia crowd, and went 
to New York, on his own hook, the boodle gang lost their 
best man, for he was a silvery talker, and could '* rope in" 
the sharpest of the green horns, readily. So the other men 
turned their attention to getting up false Revenue stamps; 
and these now being spoken of were got out by them, Col. 
Sherman and Grover finding the capital for the enterprise. 
An Israelite named Morris Traubel did the bogus engraving, 
very nicely, Johnny Hart and Frank Mackay doing the 
printing. 

In accordance with the arrangement made by "Fish" 
(Nettleship disguised) to meet Grover in New York, with 
the $5,000 worth of counterfeit beer-stamps, it is almost 
needless to say that Col. Whitley's men were on hand in 
time there, led by the Col. And Grover was duly collared, 
with his valise in hand, filled with the bogus stamps. He 
was secured, but all attempts to get at the source whence 
the counterfeits originated were for a time useless. But 
Grover soon squealed on Hart and Mackay. 

That very night a new " deal " was made. Grover (now 
in tlie intei-est of the Government) returned to Philadelphia, 
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iritli the officers, and told Hart and Mackay that ^' all was 
riKht." Tliis time there were $12,000 worth of stamps 
agreed for. Hart and Mackay produced thein (with Grover 
as the decoy) in a street in Philadelphia. ' Mackay and Ilart 
irere then arrested, with the stamps in their possession, and 
were taken hy orders of the Chief to the Bingham House. 

Old Johnny Hart was " pum[X3d " and preached to vigor- 
ously, all night long, hy the Colonel ; but lie would 9iut 
aqiieal on the engrayers. He was a tougli old coon, this 
Jolinny Hart ! Col. W. used every means he was master 
of, and appealed to him in all ways, but he wouldn't come 
down. At last the Cliief said — 

** Jolinny, don*t you want to see your wife and children 
before you go to prison ? " 

" Yes — yes," said Hart. This offer had touched Johnny, 
and the Chief noted it. 

Tliey proceeded to Hart's house, and there sat his wife, 
with tlieir two little ones hanging to her skirts, atfectionate- 
ly. fihe knew nothing of the arrest, and at once l)egan to 
cry, audibly, and plead [>overty, in piteous accents. She 
aaid they hadn't a dollar in the house to pay their rent, or 
to buy fuel with. The children were hungry, and they were 
mil freezing ; and now this terrible calamity had followed — 
crushing her and her children, ho|)eleHsly, at last ! 

At this fioint, the Chief thought he saw his opportunity, 
clearly. 

Drawing the children gently away, he took the two inno- 
centA, one on each knee. He offered words of 8yni|»athy to 
tlie stricken family, and drew from his vest a roll of bank 
notes — which he handed to the mother. 

••Here, my good woman," sai<i Whitli'V, kindly. **Take 
tliis« and buy fo<Nl and fuel, nnd pay your rent. It is an 
unfortunate job, but you anil thesis little ones are inntM*rnt, 
and ought not to suffer, unnecessarily, for another's ern>i-s." 
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This frieudly act and speech was too much for old Jolmny 
Hart! Every man has his tender spot, somewhere — and 
.there is a way to reach it. This had hit Johnny-^ hard. 
And he dropped under it, at once. 

Hart loved his wife and children, counterfeiter though he 
was. And seizing Whitley's arm, he drew him to another 
portion of the building, which the Colonel thought was oc- 
cupied by other parties. There Hart pointed out to the 
Chief a printing-press, large quantities of bogus stamps, inka, 
&c., but the plate was missing. 

" Where is the plate ? " asked W. 

" The engraver has it. We owe him $200, for retouching 
it lately," said Hart. 

Upon the Chiefs suggestion, Hait then sent a message to 
Morris Traubel (the engraver) that he (Hart) would call 
on him that night at eight o'clock, for the plate. 

At half-past seven, the Chief and Detective Nettleship 
went to Traubel's room, up four flights of stairs, removed 
their boots, but found the door fast. They dared not burst it 
in, lest T. should throw the plate out at the window. They 
cautiously returned to the sidewalk, and awaited in a door- 
way, near by, till eight o'clock. Hart remained below-stairs. 
Traubel came, and was overheard to say to Hart — 

" Isirt alls right ? " 

*' AlPs lovely," said Johiiny. 

He returned up stairs in the darkness, and came down 
with the plate. Col. Whitley squatted down in Hart*s 
shadow, and as Traubel was just delivering the plate to 
Johnny, the Chief collared the Jew-engraver — and Morris 
Traubel " went up " in this act of guilt. 

" Mein Gott — vot ish dish!" exclaimed the astounded 
Israelite. 

" Vot in 'ells you 'bout, Zohnny ? " he continued, as tlie 
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Cli.if iJi-'.'tly dapiMjl tlic iron bracelets upon his wrists. 

''V.'i i>ii liish vur y^ lie cried, in the ilarkncss. 

"Cufne along, now," said the Chief. ** Yon are my pris- 

. oiur." An>l he was taken away at once to jail. He was 

^ wraiL'ueil next mornintr l>efore the Court. The Grand Jury 

e *eri' iu M'ssioii. lie was put on trial, pleaded guilty to the 

iiiiiietuients i-etunied against him, and before the settin<^ of 

■ Jliai same day's sun, Morris Traubel was on his way to the 

wsttni Penitentiary in Pennsylvania, for a term of years. 

Kaekay wa8 similarly indicted, pleaded gnilty, and was 

•iniilarly put away — and shortly afterwards Col. Sherman 

^aAirrested; Grover and Hart 1)eing meantime paroled, as 

tbev had Inmiu used hv the authorities ; hut with the und'u- 

itanding tiiat they should give up their old trade in crime, 

and would show up all they knew in connection with this 

gang. 

But they played falsely, after all ! 

Tliey hhortly went at work again, in the old sad way, and 
Grover was again arrested hy the U. S. Marslial. Hart 
taming on hiui and *' giving him away*^ this time, out of 
rcTvnge f«»r hia trick in si*rving Johiniy thus, on a former oc- 
casjiin. Then Hail took some more of these stamps to New 
JiT?^"y, and was si>on " pulled '' onee more, l>y tlie Petec- 
tivr?». 

Citl. Sherman was then tiictl. first, in a Pliihidelpliia 
4\iiirt; Wi^litman. Hart, and (Sro\rrap)M*aring as witnesses 
nirainftt him. Tlicir trstinionv was I'ullv rt»rri>h(irati'd hv 
• •thiT rvitieiirr, lion ever, and Shrrman \va> euii\ ictril, and 
«<*nt 111 tilt* StaN* {'risiin. 

tini\er uas tlit*n put hh trial, lor another and M-[Kirate 
oflenee, which the (lovcrnmcnt ht'ld in resorvc a'jain^t him. 
On this, h€ was convietrd, and s«'nt over. Ohl .lolnniy Hart 
was then tried at Trent(»n, N. J., convicted, and M*nt to tiiu 
Trculon State Prison, for ten years. 
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Wigbtman now only remained at large, and he promised 
to reform, and pretended that he could give " important in- 
formation " to the Government. But he was closely 
watched, and scoundi*el that he was, it was shortly seen that 
*' the dog had returned to his vomit." He was arrested bj 
Philip Farley of the New York Detective force, for playing 
the ^' confidence game " upon an unsophisticated youth, and 
licre Chief Wliitley stepped in, with a full and accurate 
history of this arch knave's career, in the past. Wightman 
was tried, found guilty, and sentenced to five years' servitude 
at Sing Sing. 

Thus lias been burst the famous boodle gang of Philadel- 
phia. Since this game has been thus crushed out, tlie 
*^ Sawdust game " has been played to some extent ; at the 
head of which operations a man by the name of Elias is 
said to be engaged. The eyes of Chief Whitley and his 
Assistants are wide open, and the hounds are upon the trail 
of these dastardly oflTenders. But " the wicked shall not 
always prevail," saith the Good Book, and the guilty may 
well look to their own interests, hereafter, and shun their 
wicked ways, lest they fall, as these have fallen, in the midst 
of their infamy. 




COL. HENRY R FINNEGASS, 



CaiEF OPERATIVE, S. S. DIVISION, OAL. DISTRICT 



Col. HisfBT F. Finneoass, now of San Francisco, Cal., 
served in the Union army with credit, and went from Boston 
to tlie Department of the Gulf with Gen. Butler. Col. 
Finiiegaas was well known in Boston and vicinity, where he 
had many warmly attached friends, who esteemed him ior 
hiA genial and gentlemanly qualities. Thou^li not a lur«::e 
man, he possesses great muscular power and strength, niui 
though perfectly peaceable in his dis|)osition and ordinary 
defiortmeut, can — when occasion requires it — "hit from 
tlie shoulder,*' satisfactorily : having acquired the manly 
art of self-defence at an earlier age, for exercise and his 
oun amusement. Those who know the gallant Colonel, 
however, will cheerfully hear witness to the fact that he is 
miiything but quarrelsome, naturally. 

When he finds it necessary to ''go in" in any contro- 
vorey, he has a most |>er8ist4*iit habit of '' staging" till the 
lights are all put out ! In prtnif of his unpretentious but 
ready pmwesM, the following incident in connection with 
C«>t. F. (which cKcurred while he was on duty at Now Or- 
leans,) may !« cited here. 
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He one day chanced at New Orleans to be riding across 
the city in one of the cars, when some of the secesh occu- 
pants grossly and unwarrantably insulted a young Uuion 
officer, in his presence. He spoke to the offenders mildly, 
but firmly, reproving them for their incivility, when they 
jumped at him, supposing they had the advantage in num- 
bers, and glad of the opportunity to punish a Yank', at any 
time. But they missed their reckoning ; for the moment 
the assault upon the Gol. was made, he opened right and 
leit on the enemy, and fairly ^^ mowed them down," cleaning 
out the car, thoroughly, and having the field quite to him- 
self and his Union friend^ to the end of the route, on that 
occasion. 

Gol. Fiimegass returned to Boston after the war, and 
soon left New England for California, serving for a time as 
Deputy U. S. Marshal there. He was thus occupied, when 
Col. Whitley commissioned him as Chief Oijerative in the 
U. S. Secret Service, on the Pacific Coast. 

Since his appointment to this position, Col. F. has been 
higlily successful, and has sliown himself both competent 
and admirably capacitated for the duties of Detective. He 
is possessed of great energy of character, unbounded indus- 
try and courage, is daunted at no amount of labor or danger, 
and has proved his ability in clearing out the counterfeiting 
fraternity to a great extent from within the precincts of the 
Gulden State. Col. F. has also ridded the country of the 
annoying presence of many other bold and troublesome 
criminals in California, and is now engaged there (under 
Colonel Whitley,) a3 principal Operative in that District of 
the Secret Service Division. 

We have space for only one or two of several important 
cases which Col. Finncgass has worked up, since his 
appointment in that department, and these we proceed to 
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record. One of these was the extraordinary instance of the 
performances of Ira W. Raymond, a first class confidence* 
man, whose name is not unknown. 

Col. Finnegasd was busily engaged in the prosecution of 
his official duties in the summer of the year 1871, when he 
found himself suddenly ovcriiaulcd by a man who made his 
mppearance at Arizona, where the Colonel was temporarily 
sojourning in search of a criminal i)arty, who was admitted 
to hia presence, and demanded to know why Col. F. was 
tkere^ to tiie ColonePs unaffected great surprise. 

This gentleman informed the gallant OperatiTC that he 
wa8 now at the head of the U. 8. Secret Service, and that 
lie was not only employed as Agent of the Division in the 
Treasury Department, but also represented the Department 
of State in a similar ca|)acity. In sup[>ort of this statement 
Tery briefly and curtly made, he then exhibited certain ap- 
parent credentials from Secretary Fish, charging him with 
the performance of the duties indicated, and then called 
upon Finnc^ass for an immediate report of his doings upon 
Iho Tucific Coast, etc. 

The Col. had not heard of the api)ointment of this now 
oflk*cr, and naturally felt not a little uneasy at this sudden 
demonstration. Still, he is not easily ^^ thrown out of 
gear,*' and he waited farther developments. Formidable 
letters were exhibited by this new pretended Agent, to sat- 
isfy Col. FinncgasH, which documents pur|K)rted to come to 
Raymond from Hon. Hamilton Fish, President Grant, 
Attoniey General Ackcrman, etc., each being enclose<l in a 
genuine De|>artment envclo|)e, from the difTeixMit branches 
of Government at Wai^hington ; Etaymond having previously 
addressed these {Kirties u|)on trivial subj(H:ts, and thus ob- 
taineti replies in official envelopes, which he filled afterwards 
Willi his forgeries. 
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After a little delay and prompt investigation, Gol. F. 
became satisQed, notwithstanding the plausible bearing and 
i-epresentatious of this man Raymond, that he was a gross 
imposter. At the Col.'s instigation, the local officers arrested 
this ^^ confidence man " and placed him in close custody. 
Col. F. then examined the prisoner's luggage, and found 
several forged papers and letters, which went to prove the 
character of the rogue, who had '' sloshed round " in Califor- 
nia without impediment, for a time, until Finnegass 'lighted 
on him, and caused his capture. He was afterwards 
brought befoi-e the U. S. Court by Col. F., who finally took 
him to San Francisco, where he was lodged in jail to answer 
upon his trial, which occurred soon after his capture. He 
pleaded guilty, and was sent to the State Prison by Judge 
Sawyer. Raymond admitted to Col. Finnegass, before he 
left to enter on his incarceration, that ^^had he not been 
picked up by him as he was, he intended to use the signatures 
of the heads of the Departments he had forged to his credeu- 
tials to good advantage." When he was sentenced, iu 
reply to Judge Sawyer's question whether he desired to say 
anything, he frankly answered '' I am sorry for what I have 
done, and when 1 have served out my term of confinement, 
I will be an honest citizen." And thus subsided the cheeky 
confidence-man, Ira W. Raymond. 

A gang of desperate counterfeiters of National Notes and 
Currency had infested California for some time, and Col. 
Finnegass, in June and July, '71, got upon their track. They 
were a well mounted and thoroughly armed band of despera- 
does — bold, rough, exi^erienced, and determined in their 
course of villainy — and knew the country so well, its fast- 
nesses, routes, rivers, and mountains, that it was with great 
difficulty they could be overhauled, and alike dangerous to 
attempt the arrest of such men. 
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One or two of them were captured by Col. Finncgass, 
however, after a ^ries of liardships in tliat rude country, 
such as would have discouraged a stout heart and an earnest 
head. But tlie Col. followed tlieiu up, sought out their 
haunts, kept them constantly on the </o, to avoid liim and 
hxH sswifttants — hut witliout that deserved success in securing 
tlie |ierrtons of all the knaves wlio tlius flooded the interior 
uf that country with their base counterfeits, which lie 
M>ugh(, and wliicli was so desirable. 

Uut the Col. caught one Wui. A. Ford, at Los Angelos, 
Cal., in May, 1871, and u|)on his ))erson were found $1,500 
in counterfeit 810*8 and $20*s National notes. He was taken 
before the then U. 8. Commissioner, who examined him, 
and after a brief consideration of the matter, allowed Ford 
to fro, on tlie paltry bail of one tliousand dollars! This 
rmiKUil joined half a dozen coin[)anions (Mexican guerrillas, 
and ex confederate roughs) the next day, and fled, jumping 
hiM bail, of course. 

Col. Finncgass l>oldly told the Commissioner ujNjn moot- 
ing him shortly afterwards out of Court, that be hud entiivly 
luistakeii his mission, and that the time ba<l come when be 
hud I tetter rvsi^ his |K>st. If be declined, be would reiK>rt 
this Hagrant abuse at Washington. Since then the Conimis- 
Hioiier huM resigned, but nothing farther has ever l)een beard 
of tlic nuiaway Ford. 

E. L. Chilsoii, another of the koniackers U^longing to tho 
Califnrnian gang, was sul)SiMpiontly arixvsted by Col. F. This 
man Hetective Finnegass suecredod in having plaeed under 
Ml thousand dollars imil. lie was a loader amon^ tbo erew, 
and an eft'ort was mad«' to bavr hin bail rodiierd to oiu» 
tbonsund dollars, without otleet. The countrrleits found on 
tbcM* men were 5»l0's of the l*ongbke«'psi(' National iiutes, 
and d^O's of the National IJank at Uiioa. Tbr bilU \inv 
printed in St. Louis, it is lielieved — certainly in tbo WV.st. 
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The foUowing members of this clan are still at large, and 
from the steady pursuit Col. Finuegass has kept up for them, 
it is now supposed they have been driven into Mexican terri- 
tory, since their nefarious traffic seems, within the past few 
months, (1872) to have been broken up, or at tlie least 
healthily suspended. 

Ike Cole, a dark complexioned, full-faced man, thirty-five 
years old, of good size and figure, weighing one hundred 
and sixty pounds, is one of the fugitives. John Birchett, 
born on the Texas frontier, a light-skinned, brown -haired 
man, is another. Sam Chilson, brother of E. L. Ghilson, 
forty years old, a raw-boned, desperate, shrewd fellow, is a 
third. They have disappeared, and the country they have 
deserted is the better off for their voluntary absence. 

Col. Finnegass has scoui*ed the District entrusted to his 
charge very thoroughly. But the mountains afford such 
admirable retreats for these fugitives, and tlie interior is so 
spui-sely settled, in many places, that the position of tlie 
Detective who follows these beasts to their lair, from time to 
time, in the course of the exercise of his duty, has uo 
very enviable occupation in that wild region! 

But the Chief Operative of the S. S. Division in that ilk is 
quite equal to the occasion. He will give tiiese depredate 
*' no rest for the soles of their feet," in California. And if 
they do not leave the State and keep out of it, they will fiu 
it too hot a climate for their comfoi*t, if they attempt 
renewal of their evil doings therein. 




j^ sniiET\rr> 



MALE COUNTERFEITER. 



MART BROWN. 



rj Brown, whoso likeness is given on pago 862, is a 
( of Germany, the wife of Win. B. Brown. She is 
'orty years old, and has lieen in America twenty-one 
. nineteen of wliich have been assiduously devoted to 
usineAs of selling, handling, and passing counterfeit 
r. Slie is a shrewd, smart woman, and has ])crformcd 
ill share in getting n|)on the market, in various ways, 
t sundry times, the l>ogus notes and scrip she has pro- 
at headquarters in New York and elsewhere. 
' first liveil in Piiiladelphia, and about two years atler 
irrival from Faderland she commenced to deal in 
money, in connection with one Schunhaut, II. Cole, 
blflie Cole, in Philadelphia, and Kate Gross, in Now 
Siie was arrested, and sent to prison at Fort Ij4h\ 
, in 1850. Then she apiiearcd lieforo a Justice, and 
L*d. In 1801, she was again pulled in Yorkville, and 
lhI. Then again at Flushing, N. Y., and was sent to 
I for one year. In Newark, N. J., she was convicted 
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once more, aud was seut to Treutou prison for three years; 
but was panioued out after eighteen months' imprisonment 
Sl;e liad a sou, bom on the ocean, when she came over from 
Cieniiauj« who was at this time about twenty years old. 
He lived with James Colbert, a noted counterfeiter, and 
Mary came from the Trenton penitentiary to join Colliert as 
his mistress- Tlien she went to reside with Clia's. Ulrich, 
(^a s^»lendid German engraver) at Brooklyn, N. Y. 

Ulrich having been arrested for printing bogus money, 
was sentenced to eight years in the Penitentiary at Crow 
Hill : but he broke jail after one year's service, and Mary 
Brv^rn joined Aim, when they went to Cincinnati, O. This 
Ulrich got out the beautiful $100 counterfeit plate on the 
Central National Bank of New York city. The words 
-MAi>TAi>* it'' were engraved '* mainain it," and the note was 
thus found to be bc^s — though it was very nicely executed, 
otl.erwise. He was printing these notes out two miles from 
Caiciunati, at '• Spriui^ Grove." Mary Brown and Kate 
Giv>>s were there, soiling and shoving notes for him. The 
i<»y v^M^iy 5i son") was tliere, also. In 1866, Kate Gross 
Mkeut to PliLladelphia again, and i"eceived this money from 
Ulrich at Cincinnati, in bulk, at 1004 South 16th St., in the 
Quaker city. 

IVteotivos. under Col. Whitley's direction, were now em- 
ployed to shadow Ulrich — not then kno^iv-ing where lie was. 
These Petoctives got an old coney man, Billy Gordon, 
to drop on Kate and *'give her away." Thej provided 
G».»rdv>n with marked money to buy the bogus of Kate, and 
she Kxi»ressed this good money, addressed to *• Cha's. Heu- 
iierson, Cineiiinati, care of Gustave Schiller ; " the latter 
another known counterfeiter, connected with Ulrich. The 
t*-o Detectives followed this shipment of money, by Express, 
from Philadelphia to Schiller's liouse, where Ulrich received 
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Ills letters, iii this way, he being the " Cha's. Henderson," 
3te named. 

^e of tlie Detectives took this parcel of good money at 
K'uinati to tlie house of Schiller, but " Cha's. Ilender- 
' ' wasn't there. Tliey returned it to the Express office, 
^ Mary Brown and son went to the office to get it, for 
'oli. Slie said she was " Hen Jerson's " wife. She 
I't get it, however, and Ulrich next day went for it, Iiiiu- 
He took it, and when the money was fairly in liis 
><, he was pounced upon and arrested. Mary Brown 
M>n were tlien captured, at Ulrich^s house in Cincinnati, 
Alary was brought down to New York, by Col. Whit- 

iVteclives. 
ley found at Ulrich^s residence the $100 plate, also a 
* National plate, nearly done, three nice presses, pa()er, 
A'c, and U(>on his trial and conviction, Ulricii was sent 
c Columbus, 0., Penitentiary for twelve years (in 18G7.) 
»li*aded guilty, by the way. 
tiry Brown had now come to New York, with the offi- 

of the S. S. Division, where she was discharged, and 
went back to Schiller's house to live, iuimodiatoly con- 
o;r herself with the Mills boys, Mother Roherts, and 
. MilU' wife, Mrs. Roberts' daughter. She also connected 
E iwanl L. Quinton (an c.\-«letcctivc on the old U. S. Ser- 
foic«\) who was now dealing extensively in counterfi^its, 
>ne C. F. Fowler, an ex-convict of the Colnnihus [)eniten- 
Fowli-r and Quinton then kept the *' People's Hotel " 
ncinnati, corner of Broadway and Public Landing. 
iry*s MMi tlu*n tended har near l»y, in Walnut Street, 
oi to shoving lK>gus notes over his bar and was dismissed 
s employer, after he had mMirchcil the lad's trunk and 
["d a It>t of counterleit scrip he found there. Then tho 
vent to FoVf ler & Qiiinton's hotel, to tend har. 
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Mary (liis mother) came to New York in Peb'y, 1871, 
to buy counterfeit money again. She went to Kate Gross, 
got $700 in bogus $20*8 on the Market National Bank there, 
which she expressed to Fowler & Quinton, Ginciunati. 
Then she went to Phil'a., with two of the same kind of 
$20's, in Feb., and proceeded to 1004 S. 16th Street; being 
acquainted with the family. There slie sold the tHo$20's 
to a Detective who was disguised, and was properly intro> 
duced to ,her as ^^ one of the faithful.^' She paid Kate 
Gross $5 each for these notes, and her new customer pdd 
her $8 each. She then left, and gave her address to this 
disguised Detective, as " Mary Brown, Farmers' Hotel, Cin." 

She went to Washington for a few days, and while there 
W. W. Applegate and his Assistants had arrested Mother 
Boi)erts and the Mills boys. She heard of this, and wrote 
her friend, (the Detective) whom she did not suspect, at 
all, and knew only as '' Harry Wilson," as follows : 

" Dear Friend ; 

A ' copper ' has just gone East from Cincinnati enquiring 
about me, who 1 correspond with, and who I see. You don't 
know me, remember, or any tiling of me, if any inquiries 
are made of you. When I get anything good^ 1 will let you 
know. From your well wisher, 

Maby." 

This note reached the Detective, who a few days after 
went to the Farmers' Hotel, Cincinnati. He found Mary, and 
had a warrant for lier. She was in great alarm, for another 
Detective (at Phira.) had exploded the affair, and informed 
her that lier " friend " Harry Wilson was upon her track, 
disguised ! But he so managed as to make her believe he 
was " all right," still. WiLson went to live at the Farmers' 
Hotel, and Mary believed in him, and introduced this Detec- 
tive to the Mills gang, Mother Roberts, Fowler and Quinton, 
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mud others of her friends there. Mary was then busy trying 
to effect tlie release of t)K3 Mills boys from jail, with false 
keys, Ac.; all of which Hchemc she confided to '* Harry — " 
who was now quite intimate with her. Harry Wilson gave this 
job to another Detective, and it failed — she never knew 
JkaWj or why. 

Wliile Harry was at this Hotel, Mary's son came, and 
exhibited to him $100 in counterfeit 50 cent scrip, of the 
new issue, for sale at 40 cents on tiie dollar. He said he 
gut this stuff fi^m Fowler and Quinton, at 35 cents, for his 
mother, Mary; for whom he left it. Next day Mary asked 
** Harry *' to count this li)t of currency. He said *' there 
arc just 9100." She asked liim ^' how much he wanted of 
it?*' He said, *• it is small —give mc 810 worth," and 
subsequently, he bought 810's worth more of it. They 
went to an " Orphans' Picnic " together. She put one of 
these bogus 50 cent pieces into the '' jKJor box," and laugh- 
ingly remarked, *' Ah, the poor orpliins ! " which l)ecamc a 
bje-word with her, afterwards. 

Id May, the Detective went with the boy from Cincinnati 
to New York to buy bogus notes for Fowler and Quinton 
again, but couldn't get it. Tlien Fowler got im|)atient, and 
came to New York, himself, but returned again to Cincin- 
nati. In June, the boy succeeded in buying of Kate Gross 
(in New York) who got it of Cole, who procured it of Josh 
D. Miner, $90 counterfeit, in $2*8 and (flO*s. This the 
Detective (Harry) bought of the boy, on the Ist of July ; 
when he told the boy he should start for Cincinnati, but 
did not go, just then. 

On the fifih of July, " Harry Wilson " showed his colors, 
and arrested this ho|jefuI son of Mury. lie then tele- 
graphed to the U. S. S. S. Detective at Cincinnati, to uncst 
Mary Brown, and this was accomplislied, promptly, on the 
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charge of selling him the two bogus $20's. She was tried — 
and acquitted ! notwithstanding the facts herein narrated 
were clearly brought out, in the evidence against her. 

At this trial, she first discovered who her fnend '^ Harrj 
Wilson " reaUy was, when he appeared in Court as a witness 
for the Gk)Yernment. 

" You've got me, dead sure, Harry," she said, despond- 
ingly ; and felt that her jig was up. But to the surprise of 
all, the jury said she was ^^ not guilty," under this indict- 
ment, and she again escaped. 

She was immediately re-arrested, and taken to Cincinnati, 
where she was held to bail in $5,000, on the charge of pass- 
ing the 50 cent scrip. Her trial, for this offence, has not 
come off, as we close these pages — and this cunning, dan- 
gerous woman may escape again ! 




ELI BROWN OF CHICAGO, 



E NOTED CRACKSMAN AND COUNTERFEITER; 



AHD <<THE WOMAN IN TELLOW.'' 



riie notorious character whose narao heads this page was 
rackHman, counterfeiter, and higliwayman, wiiose base 
eer in Illinois, was well known for years, until his lua- 
i>UH and iniquitous course was checked, through the vigi- 
ce of n. S. 8. S. Operative, Tliouias E. Lonergan, with 

aid of Capt. M. G. Hickey, of the Chicago Police force, in 

vear 1871. 

The daring, romantic and reckless deeds of violence com- 
ted l»y Eli Brown, were the subject of comment through- 

the whole country in and around Chicago ; and his 
idcrfnl esca|)eH from arrests for a long [)eriod, caused the 
St serious alarm, at times, in that community where ho 
[ Iteen a scourge in society. In connection with the 
lous (or infamous) '' Woman in Yellow,** his curious 
ry will be found at once eccentric and thrilling, as wc 
i it set down in the records, from which we compile the 
owing authentic details. 

Sli Brown, as well as being a notorious villain otherwise, 
as? 
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was a noted coney man, who, after pursuing a long course 
of crime, was one day, in the summer of 1871, arrested by 
T. E. Lonergan, of the U. S. Secret Service force, at Chi- 
cago, Ill's., and placed in jail, in charge of Capt. Hickey, 
temporarily, as was customary, when Mr. Wm. Felker, a 
Cliicago Attorney, and brother of the notorious self-consti- 
tuted " Detective," Sam Felker, (a brief account of whose 
*' confidence " operations we give in this work, see page 136) 
applied in Brown's belialf to Judge Rogers of the State 
Court for a writ of habeas corpus; claiming that Brown was 
illegally held on the arrest first named. Brown was at this 
liour declared to be confined at the " Armory," and wrong- 
fully in custody of Captain Hickey of the Chicago Police, 
though Capt. H. denied this statement. This writ of habeus 
corpus was directed to be served on all the officers of Police, 
and the prisoner came into Court duly, at length, in charge 
of Capt. Hickey — from somewhere. 

It was then intimated that Brown was legally in custody 
of the Chicago Police authorities, who had taken him upon 
a charge of having committed burglary upon the safe of the 
Vermillion County (Ind'a.) Treasurer, in April, previously. 
Capt. Hickey, appeared in Court, to hold the prisoner upon 
this allegation. Then a process was put in by a private 
Detective from Indiana, covering a requisition from the 
Governor of that State for the appearance of Brown to ai>- 
swer to another charge against him. This officer alleged 
that the Chicago police had got ahead of liim, simply. 
After a hearing upon the different claims of* these parties, as 
to the rightful custody of the prisoner, the Court adjourned 
to half-past two, P. M., that day. 

When the Court came in at the hour named, the prisoner 
was brought in by Capt Hickey again, but for some reason 
unexplained, was temporarily taken just outside the Court 
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room* again. Capt. Hickey was at once sent for by the 
Jiid|pe« to explain this movement. He returned word that he 
would 1)0 in, in a moment, and came ; when he stated to the 
Court that the prisoner Brown was not in his custody ! lie 
had been taken from his ciiarp^e by a Detective in the Secret 
Service of the United States, Mr. Thomas E. Lonergan, who 
claimed to be acting under a warrant from tiie U. S. Com- 
missioucr^s Court, charging Brown with counterfeiting U. S. 
money, Ac, and that he (Hickey) was thus now unable to 
produce tlic prisoner, in obedience to the order of the Judge 
of the Illinois State Court. He also declared tliat this was 
uot effected through his connivance with the U. S. Officer, 
but that he had arrested Brown, and hod him in custody, at 
Uie time be was taken out of his liands, for another offence, 
to wit, for conspiracy to rob the Adams Express Company. 

It turned out, in the midst of tliis muddle (two or tliree 
oflBcial parties claiming the rightful custody of Brown) that 
Mr. Lonergan, of tiie Secret Service, had stepped in with liis 
prepared pa)»er8 just at the nick of time, (at about adjourn- 
ment of the Court,) when one of the processes had l>een 
decided defective, and secured the criminal he had long been 
in nearch of, for counterfeiting ; and before the others could 
wake up sufficiently from the muss of legal teclinicalities 
into which all hands had contrived to involve the details 
of their case, Lionergan had quietly put the rutlles upon 
Brown, and ttnik his prisoner out of Illinois State jurisdic- 
tion toward Indianapolis, to answer to the U. S. Court, for 
oonntcrfeiting. 

Mr. Lonergan believed ho was right, ho was thus ad- 
▼uied by eminent counsel, and claims tln^t lie was acting 
legally. The ruse had Ix^en aptly planned, and he had got 
what he was after, to wit, |K)ssession of his prisoner, for 
baring comitcrfeited U. S. mcmey, for years. But the Court 
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naturally looked npon this very neatly executed coup de 
main as a manifest attempt to overslaugh its (State) author- 
ity; and, upon motion of the State Attorney, it was pro- 
posed to arrest both Loueigau and Hickey, ^^ for contempt 
of Court." Matters wei*e tlieu explained by these gentlemeo, 
in their own way, and after a long hearuig, pro and con, this 
writ for alleged contempt was so issued. Meanwhile, tiie 
whereabouts of the prime cause of this suit, (Eli Brown) 
was known only to Mr. Lonergan and liis Assistants, who, 
having caught their bird, proceeded quietly to cook him. 

Brown was beyond the reach of the Illinois Court, how- 
ever, and the contempt case occupied the consideration of 
the bench there for several days. The Attorney for the 
People of Illinois argued his side of this complicated mud- 
dle with ability, and Lonergan and Hickey defended them- 
selves vigorously and fairly. Brown's deposition against the 
defendants was taken at Indianapolis, and was put into this 
memorable contempt trial against Lonergan, who, from the 
outset, acted, as he believed, in good faith, and for the best 
interests of the community and the Government, in his way, 
as well as upon due legal authority. The result of all was, 
that Messrs. Lonergan and Hickey were both deemed guilty 
of constructive contempt of Court, and they were arrested 
and held to answer in the future, each in the sum of $1000 
bail, which was promptly given, and they retired. 

All this time, Brown was in durance at Indianapolis, 
awaiting his trial upon the charges the U. S. authorities had 
against him. His '* moll," Mary Davis, better known as the 
" Woman in Yellow," from the flashy display of her colors 
in dress, was continually busy in providing the wherewithal 
to keep the cauldron boiling, during Brown's imprisonment, 
and paid for the employment of expensive legal counsel to 
fight the points in the contempt case against Lonergan and 




EU BROWN, OF CHICAGO. 371 

Bickej ; hoping, through this means, to bring about advan« 
tmges to her imprisoned lover, to whom she was warmly 
itUichcd. 

This ^ woman in yellow " was in constant attendance upon 
the Court and tlie lawyers, during the whole time the con« 
tempt case was liefore the Chicago authorities. She kept 
Brown constantly advised of the state of matters, and of 
what 8lie deemed the prospect ahead, the result of which she 
looked up* II very ho|)efully. Tiie following love-letter from 
Mary to Eli, whicli was intercepted, was sent to Brown by 
this woman, at the jail in Indianapolis ; which shows very 
clearly how slie was disposed in this matter. 

CniCAGo, Aug. 21, 1871. 
^ Deab Friend : 

1 received your letter a few minutes apro. I have been 
very busy getting ready to go to yon, l)ut Mr. Kin.i^ advises 
me nut to. Now, |ict, make no eflort to <ret out, there — for 
you are bound to came back here^ and prosecute the men who 
kidnapped you away. All the Jud^e here can do is to send 
them to jail ; tlien you will lie brought back, and indict them. 
So, dear, if I did not know you would come back, I would 
have gone right to your rescue, and risked all the '* collar " 
Jikould get. Now, dear, you nnist sec that 1 have not been 
idle lie re. No! I have been at the bottom of af I this trial, 1 
liarc furnishe I all the money, an<l have kept it hot and ex- 
citable all the time. And if they are not sent to jail, then 1 
will liave another plan. They don*t like me^ because they 
kniiw I am the one who gets you help, and that you fear 
iN>thing and will tell nothing while I am out — and that I 
will nrrer let you be Bent up^ as long as 1 am ont and alive. 

I did not much ex|K'ct you to get my letter, for Lonergan 
is afmid 1 wouhl |>ost you. I have written every tlay, and 
will send this ho no one but you will read it. • • • Every- 
tiling is in your favor. The trial has created the greatest 
excitement ever known here. Don't im discouniged, dearent, 
fur when you*ro through viith this, thin Ia the last hhutting- 
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up you'll get. lam one who bnow8. You must take jour 
truest, best friend's advice, and you know who she is. Now, 
when Lonergan gets his dues, I will go to see you. 

Prom your loving friend — 

M. A. Davis." 

The charges against Brown are manifold — for counter- 
feiting, for burglary, for robbery, for safe-blowing, and for 
other heinous crimes. He has had money enough to get out 
of his trouble every time, so far ; and his infamous character 
is universally known throughout the west. He was admitted 
to bail on this counterfeiting charge ; he was then re-ar- 
rested immediately by the local authorities, on the burglary 
charge. After two months in jail, he was bailed again, and 
awaits his trial, at this writing, — though the last official ac- 
counts report him as having promised severe reform, and 
that he has gone to work at his trade again, in Chicago, as a 
brick-layer. 

But Brown was always associated with men whom he man- 
aged to manipulate in his own way. He was the friend of 
Sam Felker and others of that stamp, dead-beats, so-called 
*' private Detectives," and unscrupulous lawyers — who used 
him continuously to their pecuniary advantage ; for he was 
too profitable a subject for these cormorants to lose sight 
of, though amongst them, for a time, they contrived to keep 
hira in hot water and bleed him, at every turn. So in this 
last bout, they deemed Brown too good a customer to be 
allowed to pine away in jail ; and, with Felker at the head, 
they resolved to wrest him from the U. S. authorities. A 
story was concocted by these parties to the effect that Brown 
would reveal important secrets he possessed regarding cer- 
tain murders and robberies committed in Indiana and Illi- 
nois, and his bail was finally accommodated at so low a 
figure as to enable him once more to go at large, the 
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'* woman in yellow " coming bravely to the rescue, at the 
right moment. 

Brown has been a scourge in the community he has 
caned with his presence, for many years. He has hereto- 
fore had friends among the Detectives as well as tlie Police, 
but the U. S. Secret Service, under tlie new rej^ime, liave 
DOW taken him in hand, and he will, it is ho{>ed, be dealt 
with as his demerits appropriately deserve. 

He is now about forty-five years old, and is notoriously a 
bold, Iwd man. He has uttered counterieits in eiioruious sums, 
finit and last, and he has been largely concerned in brutal 
murders, highway robberies, bank-breaking, burglaries, 
Uiteveries, etc , almost without number, in the west. He is 
DOW out on bail, however. 

The terrible fire in Gliicago has destroyed all the papers 
and documents in reference to the ^* contempt case " which 
was still pending when that distressing coiifiagration oc- 
curred, and it is hardly probable tliat anything more will 
be Iieard of that affair ; throughout which botli Detective 
L^ncrgan and Gapt. M. C. Hickey conducted themselves 
with admirable skill and promptness, and to the entire sat- 
ti^faction of their sufieriors. Brown's case will l>e attended 
to iu good time. He is now quiescent, for the nonce — 
under heavy bail — and seems inclined to exhibit a disposi- 
tioQ to remain peaceably disposed. Noxu verrons. 



-J 



SUOOESSFUL RAID 



ON THE NEW YORK CITY 



CENTRE STREET CONEY MEN 



In January, ISTl, one Louis Myers, who had recentl 
been released from a three years' term of service in ih' 
State Prison at Trenton, N. J., for counterfeiting, presen 
himself voluntarily to Mr. Nettleship, Chief Assistant 
Col. Whitley, and informed him that he had lately come oui 
of quod, and was ready to give the U. S. Government cer-^ 
tain information regarding his former " pals " and associa 
in this kind of work, that would be valuable to the Secre 
Service department, if the Chief desired it. 

After a careful examination of the proposition made b; 
Myers, it was determined to institute a vigorous prosecutio 
of certain parties known to the force, who congregated c^i 
had their headquarters at No. 217 Centre Street, New York ; 
a lush-drum and boozing-ken kept by one William H. Rhode, 
which had long been publicly and privately known as a 
rendezvous for koniackers, thieves, middle-men, and shovers 
of cQunterfeit money, and a dangerous place to tackle. 

One of the U. S. Detectives was detailed to work up this 
874 
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little job, and soch assistance as was requisite was 
nleil him from time to time. He disfi^ised himself 
upriateljr, and went to Centre Street as a thief and 
y man, Myers having quietly introduced him there as 
111 acquaintance who was ^^ on the square/' and trust- 
hy in every respect. 

ley all knew Afyers^ and were aware that he had been 
b away," three years previously, refusing, then, to save 
elf by ^^ squealing '' upon his friends. This was a first- 

commendation for Myers, who was thus known to be 
ind ! ** And when he introduced the disguised Detec- 
(who went by the name of Shultz) the counterfeiters at 
!17 were equally well satisfied that ^' Siiultz '' must bo 
i^ht, also. The reformed ex-state prison bird and his 
ry friend " Shultz " wei^e thus enabled to operate to 
giHKl advantage. 

o principal coney men who made this retreat their 
i«r-(>lace, were James Quimby, alias Gleo. Eklwards, 
i^e Rho<le, alias Keyser, John Jackson, alias Messenger, 
•it Kopf, Louis Myers, W*m. 11. Rhode, proprietor of the 
t, Geo. Wendleken, alias *' Dutch (Jeorgo," and W'ni. 
alio, check-forger and counterfeiter — eiglit busy shurp 
k'fl, together with some half a dozen smaller operators, 
came and went and plotted mischief in and out of 
e*s Centre Street drinking-house. 
)eals " were made between several of these leadera and 
detective " Shultz," who shortly gul into their favor 
i^h Myers* exertions and for a time faithlul adhei*ence 
e plan he liimsi'lf suggested to the Chief, originally. 
Col. Whitley caused even Myers to be watched, nar- 
r, ^riie |>ro|>osition he had made in so friendly a inan- 
ras an unusual one, but it was supposed it was out of 
ige for some former injury he might have sustained at 
ands of these bad men. whom ho know so intimately. 
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It may as well be repeated, just here, that to reach the 
principals, or leading oSenders in this counterfeiting busi- 
ness, there is but one possible sure course to pursue; and 
that is, through their pals and associates, in some way to 
approach them, first, (by means of strategetical device) aud 
then to confound them while in the act of making their 
transfers. 

Tiie laws of the United States are so peculiar, and so lax 
on this subject of counterfeiting the currency and money of 
the country, that nothing short of a " dead sure " case is 
nowadays concluded in favor of the Government ; aud not 
always tlien, in some of our Courts. So that to convict, no 
matter how often, how long, or how plainly a culprit may 
have committed this offence, if tlie coney be not found upon 
his person, or in uttering it the act be not traced directly to 
liis liand, point blanc, he escapes punishment. 

Myers did not need to push " Shultz " up to the work, but 
in response to the Detective's demands pushed his old friends 
into trading with him, freely. They were all hunky-dory 
together. And Myers, '' Sliultz," and the leaders had come, 
in a few weeks, to be on the most intimate terms together, 
for Slmltz was a good fellow, and they plainly considered 
him a smart one. He had not been long at work with them 
before one of the crew got Shultz out with him to " shove 
the queer " on the Jersey side of North River. 

On one occasion, the Detective went into a shop, at Kopfs 
instigation, to shove a $10 National Note, which Kopf gave 
him to pass ; wliile he stood by tlie door, waiting to see not 
only if " Shultz " were square, but if he could do it — when 
the Detective having gone in, bought half a dollar's worth 
of groceries, came out and handed Kopf the goods and 
nine dollars and fifty cents in changc,for the counterfeit bill 
he gave him. 
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*• Did you give 'em a $10 ? " asked Kopf. 

" Yea," said Shultz. 

** And they didn't question it ? " 

** No," replied the Detective. 

** Good. Let's try this one — here. Now here's another. 
Toa'U do. Go it again.*' And in went Shultz, bought a 
dollar's worth of cigars, came out, and handed his accom- 
plice nine dollars in change. 

^^ Admirable ! " exclaims Kopf. *' You're handy at it, 
tbat*8 a fact." 

But Shultz then i*eturned with Kopf to their quarters in 
Centre Street. He had in both instunces given the parties he 
trmded vf \thy good ten dollar notes, and had tiie two 4^10 bogus 
Uills in his pocket; which he carefully marked, ut the first 
opportunity, and reserved for future reference. 

Mutters were working, but '* Shultz " was nnsus|>ected, of 
cour:^« either at No. 217, or outside nmoiig the coney men. 
Ue Iwd progressed swimmingly. And finally on the night of 
March lrtt« 1871, having gained sufficient evidence through 
Ilia manoeuvres to over \% lid in the crowd. Chief Whitley or- 
dered a descent u|>on this huig time villainous ^' drum " and 
its infamous habitues; though it required n(»t a little strat- 
eg}', yet, to secui-e the |KM\sonH of the rascals against whom 
tlio Detectives had worketl this job so finely, to the very 
▼erge of arrest. 

During this time, MyerB had been of gix*at aHsistance to 
^ Shultz,** and seemed to Ih3 working as he agreed to do, for 
the (Jovernment, in earnest. But through cautious watch- 
fuincK^ of his movements, it was found thai the ap)»arently 
repentant prison-bird was actually shoving the counterfeit 
iluuey, again, whenever he could find op|x»rtuni(y. And he 

«a one day snapped up by two of Superintendent Kelso's 
ird Detectives, and sent to Ludlow S:rret jid. lie was 
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put on trial for passing counterfeit money, and while in 
prison he was tempted to ^' let the cat out," to his late con- 
federates, as to who *'*' Shultz *' really was. But he thought 
better of this, upon being conferred with by the U. S. au- 
thorities. He then pleaded guilty, and went to the Albany 
Penitentiary for three years, whicli was a mild sentence, con- 
sidering the fact that he was a second-comer for tlie same 
offence. 

On this first day of March, ^' Shultz " had been iu com- 
pany with Jackson (alias Messenger) all day, and learned 
from him that a burglary had been committed by sonic of 
this gang out on Long Island, and a barrel of fine China 
ware was coming from this expedition to Atm, at the Long 
Island R. R. Depot, that evening. He went to get this 
plunder, with Shultz, and at the moment he claimed 
and took the cask into his possession, both Jackson and 
" Shultz " were '' given the collar " by U. S. Detectives, 
and taken direct to the headquarters of Chief Whitley, 
together with this plunder. There " Mr. Shultz " was re- 
leased, of course ; he having been nabbed at the Depot, 
with Jackson, so that no suspicions should be excited among 
the other knaves, not yet trapped, as to Shultz's real charac- 
ter. 

Jackson was vastly astonished, when he found out so 
suddenly that " Shultz " (who had played his cards so well 
with them all) was a Detective in the U. S. Secret Service ! 
But he was secured, and Shultz then proceeded to Centi*e 
Street again, to capture the others. 

Earnest Kopf fell, first. Shultz asked him to take a walk 
with him, quietly. He knew nothing of Jackson's arrest : 
and when a few blocks distant from No. 217, (their rendez- 
vous,) another U. S. Detective, who was now assisting SImhz, 
clapped the irons on Kopf^ and bore him quickly away, to 
his great astonishment, over to the Chiefs headquarters. 
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Shultz returned to No. 217 Centre Street, and explained 
that Kopf had " gone off for the night, with a friend." 
Shultz then got outside with Wm. M'cCabe, and he was soon 
diftpoaed of, in a manner similar to that whereby Kopf had 
**goiie up." The arrest of James Quimby, Geo. Bhode, 
(alias Kejflcr) and Wm. H. Rhode, the proprietor of the 
boaae, followed in quick succession — unknown to each 
other, until they all met, one after the other, in irons, at the 
Cliiers office ! Early next morning " Dutch George " was 
eaptored, as he was entering the house of a friend in 27tli 
Street. He was handcuffed, and added to the crowd of 
moumers, at the Chiers office. 

Four of the loading offenders were placed in Ludlow 
Street Jail, in default of $20,000 bail, each. Two were 
taken to New Jersey (as their offences had l)ecn committed 
ID that State) and the final result of this raid was as 
foUows : 

Qoimbj was sentenced to five years, in King's County 
Penitentiary. George Rhode was convicted, and got ten 
years at Trenton, N. J. Jackson went over for three years, 
at Albany State Prison. Earnest Kopf was accorded two 
years and four months, at King's Co. Prison. Louis Myers 
went over for three years, to Trenton. Wm. U. Rhode 
^proprietor of the rendezvous) got seven years in the 
King's Go. Penitentiary. Wm. M'cCabe, checkforger and 
ooonterfeiter, went to Trenton for three years, and '* Dutcli 
Oeorge/' having given bail, is now at large, awaiting 
his trial. 

Thus the New York Centre Street gang was completely 
broken up^ and the guilty crew who had rioted in their 
iniquity there, for years, were all dis|>osed of. The l>oozing- 
ken was squelched, and after lieing fitted up anew, it was 
transformed into a respectable restaurant ; at present kept in 
aooeptable style by an honest and thriving citiaen. 



SMUGGLING 



EXTRAORDINARY. 



AN EFFECTIVE RECIFE. 



Some of the curious shifts aud devices resorted to bj 
adroit smugglers, who manage to secrete about their persons 
valuables, on arriving at American ports, and who thus pass 
with their goods from the United States Customs without 
paying Uncle Sam the duties required by law, we bave 
already referred to, in these pages. We repeat it, that uo 
sort of device is too contemptible for this gentry to avail 
themselves of, when pushed to extremity ; and the following 
two cases, which occurred within a few years back, at one 
of the Eastern Atlantic ports, we record here in exemplifica- 
tion of the assertion that the determined systematic smug- 
gler entertains little respect for persons — alive or dead — 
if the use of either will aid him in carrying his point. 

The especial attention of the Custom House ''specials" 
had been called to the fact that diamonds and costly laces 
had found their way into the market frequently, at B — — > 
during the year 1866, and '67, upon which there had prob* 

ably been paid no duties, aud Capt. S , oue of th« 

»so 
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^^leiit and earnest Customs officials, who Imd charge of 
**^ tnatter on board the Steamers arriving from France and 
•'^Klaiid, had been especially on the qui vive for a few 
^^*»th8, but without results. One morning this officer 
^^nced to be on boards and after making his customary 
^'^rvations about the returning steamer from Europe, he 
^^ turning to go ashore, when his attention was attracted to 
^^ong deal box, that was going from the ship. And the 
"^^ptain asked the question, '* What is this ? " 

Tlic men who were removing it, called his attention to the 
^dress on the package, and said, ^' It is a corpse. This 
t^riion died abroad, and his dead body has been sent home, 
^^iiHigned to his friends, to whom it is to be forwarded." 

The officer called the ship*s car{)enter, had the top of the 
Outer box unscrewed, and saw the casket inside of it, opened. 
There lay the dead man, sure enough — slightly decom- 
posed — in his black walnut coffin. The Captain said no 
more. Tlie box was closed, and tiiken away, without 
furtlier investigation. 

Upon the succeeding steamer that arrived from France, 
this official went on board, as usual, ami |»eercd around, but 
met with no suspicious looking fierson, and was just leaving 
the steamer once more, when he obsorvud another big long 
deal b(ix, containing another cor|)Sc — it was said — ad- 
dressed to other waiting mourniui^ friends in America. 

^^ Seems to me,** said the Captain, quietly, '' there*8 a 
serioQs mortal ily going on among Americans abroad. I 
must look to this! ** And he immediately directed that thU 
box should be o^iened in his presence. 

There lay the corpse in its silent casket, '* decaying and 
decayed." lie saw the blue cold face and head and neck — 
and tliere could l>e no question altout thtr fact. The dead 
man was exposed to his stolid gaze, and the coffiuhd (>»hich 



882 UNITED STATES SECRET SERVICE. 

opened a third of its length, upon silver-plated hinges,) was 
just being thrown back to its place, when the officer insisted, 
to the surprise of the sailors, that the entire lid of the 
c(Mket should be removed. 

This was done at once, and horrible to relate the fact, the 
trunk and bowels of this corpse were found to have been 
removed, and, in place of the original contents, the cavity 
was filled with shallow tin soldered boxes, containing some 
eight thousand dollars' worth of choice Mechlin and other 
valuable laces! These were seized, the corpse went on its 
way, and the goods were duly confiscated. 

Within two months afterwards, one Ha man Bosch, an. 
English Jew, went to and returned from his frequently re- 
peated trips to Europe, as had been learned. The U. S 
Officer was notified of this fact, and when the steamer ca 
in, Bosch was met by two old acquaintances on board, 
Captain and his Aid, John F . 




But the Jew was evidently sick. They had had a vei 
rough passage, and Bosch was no sailor. He appeared vi 
anxious to get ashore, however. And both the Officer an< 
his Assistant observed all this, and questioned him about hi 
apparently bodily trouble. 

'' Dredfuls," replied the Jew. " Shick ash death. Ai 
fuls, Zhon." 

" Sea-sick ? " asked the Captain. 

" Dredfnls," repeated Bosch. And he looked it, to< 
He was plainly very ill at the stomach. 

" Come here," said the Captain, brusquely, pointing dow^ ^^ 
below. " You're an old stager. We must examine yo^^^o 
before you can go ashore — sick or well." 

And down they went into the cabin, to Bosch's disgus^ ^• 
His garments were searched, but notliing was found on hix^v 
this time. He complained of this rough treatment, niwd 
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•iid **you don't 'shpect to catch me twisho — do you, 

^on?" for he had ODce previously lieen trapped: and he 

'<>2 i led a sickly smile at his intended joke. And then the 

•'^'^ rubl>ed his stomach, and gulped, and was evidently 

^t^infj sicker^ momentarily. 

fiut lie dressed and was just about starting off, when the 
^*^litaiu ordered him back; and rapping sharply upon the 
*'^^te-room door, cried out, *' Steward I Steward^ I say I " 
"^ • Aye, aye. Sir," responded that worthy. 
^'•Ajnd the suri^on, Steward. We've got a sick man 
Ye,** suid the Captain, hurriedly. 
Jk moment afterward, the ready surgeon met the oflicer, 

!, at the state-room door. 
** Doctor/* said the Captain, confidentially, '' Tve got a 
diamond-smuggler, inside here, who is very ill ; one of 
ir passengers, just come over from Euro|)e." 
And then in a wliis|)er he liinted to the Doctor his farther 
»picions, which lie dextrously cxplaineil. 
** 1 want you to presenile u cathartic for this man, that 
ill operate ofiectually, and do him no boilily injury. But 
^^roride such a dose as will cU*ar his sioinach out nicclv, 
^\k aliout fillcen minutes, sav. Can vou do it ? ** 

** 1 i«oc,** said the surgeon, who was u right-iniiiilcd honest 
^3uiii« and who despiseil these conteniptilile sinugglinir tricks. 
^* ril fix him, and ho shan't l»o hurt, oitlier." 

And five minutes later, in came the Captain with a tlosi* 
«if jalap andcrotoii oil, which he advised liosrh to swallow — 
for he certainly must Iks very ill« as eiuild lie readily seen 
from bis pallid countenance outwardly, anii from the ex- 
pression uf the pains he was under.^oill^^ internally. 

Bosch refused the g(*ntle d ran;: lit s<> generously ol1eix*d 
him, and declined to lie ^'d^ictored '* umil he could reach 
home. But he was desperately alarineti, nevertheless, as 
wall 08 physically in torture. 
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^' Take it ! " said the Captain. ^< It will do you good, Fm 
sure, Bosch." 

No — tarn' if he vould — any how. 

" Then we will force it down your throat, to the last 
drop ! " said the officer, sharply. " Come, my time is 
valuable. You are a rogue. Will you take it, yourself? 
Or shall we thrust it down your gullet ? " 

" Itsh a 'ell of a doshe, Zhon — ain't it ? " queried the 
Jew, gazing at the forbidding looking tumbler. 

" Down with it ! " shouted the Captain. 

And Bosch swallowed the prescription, with many qualooB 
and dii*e grimaces. 

"Now you graceless scoundrel, remain here until you 
are relieved of the evident cause of your sudden illness,** 
said the Captain. " And let this prove a lesson to you. 1 
know you. And your race is nin. Bepent and reform. 
Bemember my last words! " 

" Tarn your vords ! " ejaculated the Jew between his 
teeth, as the stern officer retired. 

The Captain then left Bosch in the stateroom, in charge 
of his Assistant, " John," and returned to his office, with the 
brief direction to the latter to report to him the results of 
his experiment with the Jew — within the next hour. 

The decoction Bosch swallowed so reluctantly, worked to 
a charm ! And within \\\q following hour, the Assistant 
reported at the Custom House in person, bearing with him 
four thousand dollars' worth of diamonds, about the size 
of small lemon seeds, and in quality pure as dew-dix)ps ; 
which had been forcibly ejected from the Jew-smuggler's 
stomach. He had swallowed them on board the steamer, 
ten minutes before the Captain and John had 'lighted on 
him that day ! 

Thus do these cunning operators contrive to defraud the 
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Government of its honest dues. Tlie Custom House officials 
trc not always inclined to exert themselves as the Captain 
didf to ferret out these intended offences ; the ruie being« 
nnfortunatelj, either to pass by these su8[)icious characters 
in silence, or to wink at their tricks, rather than become 
participators in these unpleasant and certainly in no way 
agreeable ^^ scenes '* where detection may follow. 

Amou^ a certain class of the merchants themselves, also, 
there is, too fi*equently, a lax disposition to conform stnctly 
to tlie provisions of the U. S. Revenue laws, and absolutely 
honest principle hangs but loosely about the intentions of 
many importers, whei*e the payment of duty demanded by 
law can be evaded — even at serious risks, oftentimes. In 
tiie articles of laces, silks, and jewels, enormous amounts 
of goods are [lassed into the United States, from abroad, 
that never pay a dime of Customs' Revenue charf^es. 

Tiiis is notorious ; and recent developments that have 
come out in the course of the investigations of Custom 
House affairs by Congressional action, point clearly to 
beinous abuM^s tliat ought to be reached and corrected, 
•urely. One witness (an officer) before this Committee re- 
cently testified to his own knowledge of the U. S. Ins^iectors 
accepting bribes; of Appraisers accepting valuable presents; 
of men in tlie Custom House runuin^ primaries ; half of the 
employes being hired syHtematically to cheat and wink at 
frmud ; and anotlier witness swearing that U. S. Officers 
were continually being bribed by the foreign Steamer 
companies or officers, not to be too nire in thuir observa- 
tions and requirements, etc ! 

Tlie im(K)rtant cases of th*? Messrs. Williams, and the 
latest instance of colossal fraud (practiced successfully for 
years) by Weld & Co., both of tliese heavy firms at the 
Eastward being considered among the wealthiest and most 
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reliable business-houses in the country, may be referred to, 
as striking examples of the iniquity that is practiced in this 
direction by those who, in society and commercial circles, 
are deemed " all honorable men." 

Yet the explosion occurs, the Grovernment learns of the 
existence of these gross wrongs, the " eminently respectable " 
firms make reparation by refunding large sums in gold, 
and the huge defrauders are permitted to go on again, un- 
punished, otherwise than through their pockets, while the 
big offenders, by this foul example, leave to lesser kindred 
knaves the advice, virtually, ^' go thou and do likewise ; 
make money thus, and thus escape, as we have done, and 
may do again ! " 

The two instances of attempted smuggling quoted in the 
early part of this chapter, occurred a few years since, prior 
to the accession of Col. Whitley to office. They are cited 
simply to show what kind of men the U. S. Division has to 
deal with, from time to time. Every conceivable scheme is 
resorted to, to dodge the payment of duties upon articles of 
value readily portable upon the person, and these are but 
examples of the cunning ways the rogues resort to, to 
accomplish their purposes. 

A sharp eye is tww kept upon these shrewd fellows, and 
they are being " caught in the act " by the U. S. Detectives, 
every week. Thus the Treasury Department is not being 
so heavily fleeced nowadays, through many of the " dark 
and devious ways " adopted by these smugglers, as has here- 
tofore been the case. And the hope is entertained that the 
active exertions of the Secret Service force, backed by the 
dutiful efforts of honest importers, may eventually have the 
effect to right this grievous wrong, and effectually check the 
evil practices complained of. 
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THE COUNTERFEIT 



ENGRAVER'S WIFE 



MAD LULU. 



Among the reckless circulators of counterfeit notes or 

** dwTcra of tlie queer," various well planned schemes arc 

''Murted to, by adepts in this business, all more or less sys- 

^matized. But, however in^nious, artful, or successful are 

w'ege tricks, tlie cunning ofxirator in bogus money wln> 

''^^ers it professionally and regularly (or |)eriodically) pur- 

'^ a single line of device to get rid of his counterfeit stulT 

*^'' but a brief length of time, in and around the sunie range 

^* Country. 

'^Ji has been shown already in these pages, then^ arc five 

^/^Ucs of counterfeiters at work in this country ; antl these 

operate in unison, from necostiity, of lato years. Tliry 

^^ tl»e capitalists or manufucturcrs oi the notes ; the dealers 

filers from first hands ; the distributors, purchasing from 

*^%e large buyers ; the l>oodle-cari iers and ^Midlers ; and the 

^^Vcre, or final circulators among the |ieople. The ln*avy 

^^^ (or manufacturers.) once out of the wav, an<l the prime 

^^^Uces of this evil are to all intents broken up. For if the 

880 10 
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foul latter described co-workers cannot obtain their 9upplie$ 

the business is stopped. The attempt lias accordingly beeirr 
made by Col. Whitley and his men, (and pretty successfullj — 
too,) to crush out the original mills and their manipulators 
whereby this secret nefarious work is most effectualL^;; 
stopped. 

To carry on one of these manufacturing establishments 
several important accessories are absolutely necessary, 
wit : ample means, large experience in the details of the i 
famous trade, superior presses, the employment of skillful e 
gravers and fine banknote printers, the best paper to be cla 
destinely obtained, choice inks of various colors, and secrecj 
in location whei-cin to pursue the details of this iniquitov^ 
work, uninterruptedly. In addition to all this, the getter-vsp 
of bogus money must have his few reliable, tried confidant^^ 
(and the fewer of these the safer and better) who uudor- 
stand the second movements in the plot, perfectly ; and wlics 
in turn have their few known patrons and wholesale provide 
ers for the third class ; while the fouiih division of roguofi 
(the peddlers and shovers) really assume the greater par^ 
of the risk of detection, from their frequent jobs in detail 
among the people, whom these petty dealers are constantly 
imposing upon. The higher class of knaves are unknown 
to cither these small offenders, or the public. And it i^ 
only through the most skillfully planned efforts of the U. S. 
officers that these big rascals are discovered or reached, at 
all — and then only after long and wearying search, and by 
the most subtle plotting and planning, that they are caught 
and convicted at last. 

The maker or originator of counterfeit notes, bonds, or 
Government stamps, then, provides the capital, and em- 
ploys the best of artisans to produce the choicest imitatious 
of the genuine National Currency, or U. S. Revenue stamps. 
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The better this vork is performed, the more accurately cn- 
pavcd to compare with the original, and the nicer the 
spurious bills are printed — of course the more diiBcuIt will 
^ the discovery of their business, and the more successful 
*ill be tlic " run" any [articular prime specimen of coun- 
t^^rfi'it note will have, after its issue ; and consequently also 
tlw {^reatcr the profit accruing to the orij^inator. 

But to bring about this result, the manufacturer must have 
^ bis interest (and confidence) the best engravers and 
pnutere to be had ; and once thcBO workers sit down in the 
chief counterfeiters* employ, <A^ become particeps criminis 
^tli tlie master, of course ; since they know full well what 
^*9are paid to do this work for, and what probably becomes 
**' tlie bogus issues that go out, from the plates tln^y jointly 
P^viJe, thus skillfully. In the instances of Bicbusch of 
'^^- Louis, and Pete McCartney of the northwest, those men 
*^i^ fur a lung series of years engaged in this work and 
^^re engravers, themselves. They both engraved and sold 
**cir money largely. But latterly (as we have above indi- 
5^ted) the res|M)n8ibilities of producing counterfeit notes 
'^ good 8ha|ie, uow-a-days, is distributed aniong a greater 
^ricty of talent; and means are provided by third parties, 
^ Iio join the others in the risk and the profits accruing. 
Tims gtK)d engravers are very ini|K)rtant j»ersonages in 
"lis business, and their scTvices are nuieh in demand; since 
^lie arrest of so many of the owners of the greater es- 
tablishments have within a cou|»1e of years occurred, tiirough 
KliA. Whitley *s sharp and decisive movements again>t this 
Vs|<H:ial class of miscreants. Undoubte<lly every one of the 
Grst class Ivadiwj engravers of biigiiH monry at large in 
this country have l>een arrested by Cnl. Whiiley, latterly. 
HcCartncy jum|ied his bail and ran away. Tbonias l>allard 
broke jail and has iIisapiK?ared. Ihit both had Ucn caught 
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by Col. W. ; and unless they have quit this country, and 
stay away, they will surely be nabbed again, sooner or later. 
They were exquisite workmen, both. 

The Biebusch mill, and those of McCartney, Josh Miner, 
and several others, have been entirely broken up. TLey 
can not (j{ they would) successfully establish others in the 
United States, at present. The counterfeiting business lias 
been terribly crippled in this country, therefore, though 
there may be some places existing, or persons still undis- 
covered, where, or of whom, bogus notes can be procured. 
But not in any quantities, it is believed. 

The following touching incident relates to the experience 
of one of this class of engravers described ! and we nov 
proceed to recount one of the most affecting instances of 
fortunately compassed crime that the records of the Depart- 
ment afford, in the whole category of its interesting and 
curious annals. 

A beautiful and accomplished girl of less than twenty 
summers — the only daughter of a well-to-do yeoman in 
Kings County, whose full maiden name, for reasons that will 
be appreciated, we do not mention here, but whom we call 
by her baptismal cognomen only, Louisa, was a few years 
since introduced to a very handsome young man, from New 
York city, who became enamoured of the lovely young lady, 
and after an honorable courtship of a year or more, pro- 
posed for her hand in marriage. 

The prudent father, who loved the only child that suf' 
vived his wife, enquired what this well-dressed, fashionably 
appearing youth occupied himself about in New York ; aud 
learned to his entire satisfaction that Mr. Charles Weld^'^ 
was a first class steel and copper-plate engraver ; that I*^ 
was in the employ of one of the Bank Note Companies, an^ 
that ho was highly esteemed for his integrity, honest/j 
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y and stcadj habits, as well as for his altogether 
»r talents in his profession. 

Jon was a good engraver. He was an artist in draw« 
signing and executing what is known as ^^ fine work.'' 
>>yed liberal pay, had a few hundred dollars saved up, 
ally married tlie charming Louisa, whom he loved — 
s loved him — with the most devotedly trutliful 
ty. Tlieir courtship had been romantic. The old 

liad approved the union cordially. They had no 
r shadow upon their prospects in the future, and 
y took his fond bride, *'*' Lulu,*' as he afiectionately 
her, to New York, where they soon settled in hand- 
i{>-town quarters, where liis liberal pay as an accom- 

worknmn ufTorded him the means to live comfortably 
t, with the treasure his handsome wife proved to him ; 
ilher Charley or Lulu seemed to want for anything, in 
iai sphere, to render their Imppiness complete. 
r enjoyed good healtl), Charley was industrious, ro- 

hcavy pay, had the opportunity to work ** by tlio 

\i\yon costly vignettes, figure-work, etc., that |)aid him 
w and everything alnnit them went on swimmingly. 
ttle ones, both girls, came subseipiently to bless the 
|>air, and years rolled on, while all was sunshine and 
ic ha|>piiiess in that well-ordered little family, 
tve years aQor the birth of the oldest daughter, 
yr Wrliloii took sick one day, to the loving wife's 
listress. Hut he had uniformly hitherto l)ecn apfiar- 
strong and hrarty, and so regular in his habits, that 
s WiMV nitortainrd that be would not shortly lie about 
aiitl return to <luty — whence he declari'cl he would 
itlv niiss4*«i. Hut the ten<lcr wife said, '* Never mind 
»p, deary ; 1 will nurse yon up, and as soon as y(»u*ro 
im*ll n.'turn to work. You have toiled loo steadily, 
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and have wrought at evening by gaslight on that fine work 
80 persistently, that you've hurt not only your eyesight, but 
have injured your brain." 

Charley was confined to his sick chamber four weeks. 
Then he got out again, and went to work — his wife did not 
know whercy or what about ! Though she supposed it was 
at the old Bank-note Company house, where she knew he 
had worked for several years. But Charley, tliough still 
devoted to his chosen business of engraving, had not seen 
the inside of the bank-note company's i-eputable establish- 
ment for more than seven years ! He had been steadily 
employed — at largely increased pay — by a wealthy manu- 
facturing counterfeiter, up town ; and could engrave most 
of the intricate portions of a National Bank note, by hand, 
as exquisitely as anybody could perform this work on this 
side of the Atlantic. 

And this was the reason why the proprietor of that coun- 
terfeiting concern had sought him out, seduced hftn from 
the path of duty and honorable employment for advanced 
pay, and contrived to enveigle him into his meshes, beyond 
hojxj of deliverance from the gilded snare into which he had 
unluckily, but surely fallen. His wife knew nothiug of this 
change, alack ! Poor Lulu, confident that all was right, 
a!id that Charley's wages had been increased by the Bank 
Note Company that she k!iew in former years so estecined 
him, lived on in the enjoyment of her husband's ample 
salary ; and the two girls gv^w up to be twelve and fourteen 
years of a;2^ — the mother and daughters both remaining 
in pn>found ignorance of their kind-hearted but erring hus- 
band and father's real occufiation. 

But Charley did not venture into society, at all. Always 
at work. Never at leisure to attend parties, coucerts, 
theatres: work, work, work — continuously. And »o ^^ 
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Come to be a matter of course that ho was away from home 
all day, and often up to late at night ; but the fond wife and 
bappy girls knew tliat Charles was all right, and tliey ouly 
oomplaiued that he woxdd work so steadily and so hard, 
irhen be might better give himself, at least, an occasional 
boliday, which lie declared he never could do. 

^ What is (hiM t " queried the wife, one evening, as she 
Bat with the paper in her hand beforo tlio brightly burning 
coal fire. 

^ What, darling ? " responded her husband, turning his 
face towards her, as she uttered tliis exclamation. And 
then fair Lulu read, as follows : 

** Another Haul op Countkrfeiters. The U. S. Secret 
Service Detectives made another important arrest of coun- 
terfeiters, and seizure of counterfeit plates and material 
yestenlay. in this city. Two excellent sets of l)o<i;us $10's 
and 920 plates have l>een secured, a costly printing-press, 
and spveral parts of engravings for notes, figui*es, corners, 
etc. 6\'er $30,000 in bogus $20*s and $50*s were also 
gobbled in this raid, and the parties concerned in this conn- 
terl'cit mill have been caught, sure, as wo ai*c ci*edibly in- 
formed." 

** What paper are you reading from ? " enquired Charley, 
nervously. 

** This Evening*s Post/' said Lulu, quietly. ** And now I 
tliink of it, Charley — look here ! " 

And his wire drew forth her purse, taking out a new #20 
National note, whicli she handeil liim. 

** You're a judge of money, Charley. At Stewart's yes- 
terday, I made some small purchases, and sent that ImU to 
tlie desk by the cash-l»oy, who l)rou<;ht it back and asked mo 
for another. What is the matter with it, Charley V " 

Charley answered "Nothing, deary. Here; 1 will give 
you two $10*s for it. Wliat did they say Y '* he enquired, 
handing her tlie others. 
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" Tliat it was counterfeit, Charley.** 

" No ! Tliey are wrong. I know. It is perfectly good. 
I worked upon that plate, myself, Lulu." (And so he cer- 
tainly did.) 

" Did you ? Do you know this money ? " 

" Yes, yes. It is good, I tell you." 

The engraver knew this $20 note, right well ! It w<im 
bogus note, and he had engraved it for his monied employe ir<» 
He handed his wife the two $10's for it, and put it out of 
sight. Then turned his face aside, lest she should notio>^ 
bis embarrassment. But Lulu kept on reading. Then 
said — 

" What wretches they are, to be sure." 

" Who^ darling ? " asked her husband. 

" Those deceitful counterfeiters." 

" Oh. Yes, yes," replied Charley. 

" And how admirably they do their wicked work, too ! ' 

" Yes. Sometimes they do." 

" I'm sure that is a nicely executed bill I just gave 
Charles." 

" Well, it ought to be. It's genuine^ Lulu." 

" You ought to know, Charley, of course." 

" To be sure I know. Come ! Let's retire." And tb 
the conversation was broken off. 

"The base creatures!" continued Lulu, once moi"^^' 
" They ouglit to be strung up, for their perfidy." 

And little did she realize how that rude epithet pierced fcl^^ 
heart of the man she loved better than life itself. 

The day following this briefly described interview was tl*^ 
Sabbath. Charles Weldon went out at early noon, and di^ 

not return until late that evening. And then we shi^l* 

shortly learn liotv ! 

The U. S. Secret Service men had been busily employ ^^ 
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several weeks upon an important job just outside of the 
' limits; and on Saturday this enterprise liad been 
K'ued witli success, as had l)een indicated in tlie article 
Li had read to her husband — already quoted from the 
uing Post. The arrest of this tribe of counterfeiters 

led Chief Whitley to look farther, even, for the party 
^ had been employed by the leaders of this gang to en- 
'€ one or two of the beautiful plates they had secured, 
^e of tlie culprits m4io had been cau^^ht peached on 
tdon ; and just after sunset on Sunday, as Charley was 
c'ssly returning to his long-time peaceful home, ho sud- 
ly found himself in the sturdy embrace of two stout 
cctives, who unceremoniously hurried him into a {Missing 
riage, in inns, and boi*e him straight to the presence of the 
cf of Division, at his Uleecker street head-quarters, where 

unfortunate engraver was confronted with half-a-dozen 
ucr confederates in sin, who had previously similarly 
ud their way unwittingly and unwillingly to this same 
ct official retreat. 

»Vithin two hcmrs, Col. Whitley*s powers of eloquence had 
tight {KX)r Weldon overi lie acknowledged his guilt, 
e the name of his rich em|>loyer, his place of business, 
I ourued to having worked for him for over eight years, 
[mtting forth the counterfeits he was suH|>ected of having 
n concerned in getting up ; and wus al)Out to Ik) removed 
ho lock-up, when he feebly asked that he might see his 
N before he was finally sent to prison. This request was 
uptly acceded to, and half an hour subsi*quently ensued 
Bcene that we alluded to as having taken |»lacc whi*n 
>*ley returned to his house late on that fatal night, where 
tX'fined and tenderly loving wife and two daughters had 
% for several hours anxiously awaiting him, surpris(*«l at 

i*.\traordinary delay in his coming, on that |iurticular 
Uing. 
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The two girls sat at the young mother's knee, and the 
rather anxious wife was earnestly listening for her husband's 
well-known step, when an unusual summons at the door 
called the servant to open it to tln*ee men — two of whom 
flanked Mr. Charles Weldon on either side ; and entering 
without a word, the proprietor led the way to the back 
sitting- room, where Lulu and the two daughters, who bad 
just concluded tlieir peaceful evening Sabbath devotions, 
started up in wild surprise, to behold the husband and 
father in charge of two U. S. Officei*s, while his own hands 
were fast manacled together at the wrists, and hung list- 
lessly in front of his lieaving breast ! 

" Charley ! " madly shouted tlie wife, and — 

*' Father ! " screamed the girls, in turn. 

" What does it mean ? Speak — Cliarley — husband ! 
Gentlemen ! What does this dreadful sight portend ? " 

" Misery — ruin — disgrace, that cannot be described ! " 
answered the fallen man, in a hollow tone. 

"^A^_Jiow?_ .Wherein ?" persisted the stricken wife. 
" What have you done, Cliarley, to be thus seized on ? 
When ? — oh, tell me all ! " moaned the poor woman. And 
falling at her husband*s feet, she clasped his knees in agony, 
while the two children wept and sobbed aloud, amidst their 
fright and grief at this terrible and unexpected event. 

" I cannot explain,'* said Weldon, as the hot tears of peni- 
tence and remorse gushed from his eyes. " Don't weep, 
Lulu ; don't give way. Kiss me and say good-bye. I can- 
not bear to see you and our little ones thus terrified. 1 
must leave you ! I am a prisoner. I have erred — but no^ 
no more. Adieu! Forgive me — bless you, God bless my 
darling innocent wife and children ! " he exclaimed, in 
fitful accents, and then stooped down to raise his wife, wbo 
hud swooned at his feet. 

He kissed licr fondly, embraced his two children as well 
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as his manacled hands would permit, and was borne away 
by the stern officers of tlie law, who had thus accompanied 
bim to the house to take leave of his family. 

Fi'om that sad hour, tlie gentle, loving wife has never 
known one lucid moment ! She went distraught, wlien she 
fell at Charley's feet, and three days afterwards, was taken 
to a mad-house ; it is feared a ho()eIcs8 incumble, from the 
terrible sliock she encountered on timt Sabbath night ! 

Tlie father of Lulu died a few weeks prior to the sad 
occurrence now detailed, but left to his daughter a moder- 
ate fortune, which tbe two cluKIren liave the benefit of. 
Lulu remains in the insane asylum, a demented maniac — 
ntterly unconscious of any of the realities of life, and never 
mentioning the past, except at brief intervals, when she 
starts and exclaims, ^' Poor Charley ! Will he come ? '* and 
then rcla[Mes into stolid forget fulness, exhibiting for days no 
interest whatever in anything alH>ut her. 

Weldon pleaded guilty l)efore the Court, and was con- 
signed to Sing Sing for a term of years. One of his rich 
employers is still at large, though he has been once tried, 
and escaped imprisonment, through the influence of his ready 
means, by which he managed to remove from the State 
important witnesses for the Government, at the last moment. 

And thus another skilled and able counterfeiter has been 
provided for. His fate {>oints a moral that should l»e heiHled, 
indeed ! The wilful prostitution of such talents as this 
man possessed, is a crime most inexcusable, and one for 
which there can be found no palliation. Ulessetl with a 
beautiful family, with rai*e ()uali(ications, fine op|H)rtunity, 
ind extraordinary advantages for //'>«/, he wont delil>erately 
to the &aJ, from choice; and brought u|K>n himsidf and 
tliosc who loved him, ruin, disgrace, and mental distraction 

**S*> c<»nioj« Ui«^ rti*k'iiiii2, whfii th«* l»Ain|urt'!* ovr; 
Tbe dreadful reckonhij; ^ aiid in«'n Mnik* no mora ! ** 
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AND "OLD KELLEY" THE MISER. 



Ex-mayor William M. Adams, formerly a highly respect 
ble citizen of Alleghany City, Penn'a., who was elevated t- 
the oflSce of Mayor of that place, fell from his high estat 
througli the influence of liquor and bad associates. He los 
his means, was reduced to dire want, took to passiiu 
counterfeit $20 notes on the Shoe & Leather Bank, was i* 
tected, arrested, tried and convicted, and was sentenced 
pay a fine of $1000, with seven years' imprisonment in tl*-^ 
Western Penitentiary of Pennsylvania, which institution ""-^ 
located in the very city of which Adams was formerU 
Mayor. 

Beyond the above facts, and that he was once the honor^^^ 
head of an interesting family, there is little to record in 1» *^ 
case. It is simply a sad example of what may happen '^^ 
a man who abandons himself to a vicious course of life, ai^^ 
pursues it until the doors of the penitentiary stand betwc^^ 
liim and the outside world. 

The credit of detecting and convicting Adams, is duo ^ 
400 
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S. Att*y. H. B. Swoope, who dutifully prosecuted this 
e to Uie bitter end, though the performance of this un- 
Icome task was one of the most painful acts that he was 
r called upon to carry out in his official and legal expe- 
ice. 

^u instance of deeper interest, perhaps, as a ** coney*' 
^y is that of Patrick Kelley, the oldest and most success- 
retail dealer in " queer " in the United States. For 
"e than thirty years, Kelley had pursued his business, 
etected. He had a regular list of patrons, such as 
<:h comer-grocery men, and keepers of small porter- 
%es in the vilest quarters of New York city, proprietors 
sailor dance-houses, and underground ^Miving-bells," 
^ro women and whiskey were the marketable wares, and 
ttional currency (if ever looked at by the customers) was 
Q with eyes blinded by the ^^ blue ruin " of those de- 
ved districts. 

' Old Kelley " is a man upwards of fifty years of a^, 
iciently cunning never to allow any one to know where 
domiciles. He was a mtW of the first water, ostensibly 
hout family or friends, and he usually carried his counter- 
money rolled up carefully in his cravat. lie amassed 
brtune of full thirty thousand dollars, in his nefarious 
ie ; and notwithstanding the numerous interviews lie had 
d witli his customers, none of them were able to give any 
slligeut account of him, so profoundly had he kept his 
rets, whatever they were, and so studiously bad be 
»ided having confidants or confederates. 
3ol. Whitley had for a long time been aware that the petty 
Jcrs above descril)ed were pushing out counterfeit frao- 
ual currency, and that they did this in a way that rendered 
ilmost impossible to detect them. The proprietor of the 
«ery, for example, could drop two or three piccos of 
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twenty-five or fifty cent scrip into the till, and walk oui 
His boys would pay this away unwittingly, of course, and i: 
a piece were returned, they were sharply censured by ti 
proprietor, who would lecture them upon looking moi 
strictly after the money that was paid them over tl 
counter. And this was the end of it, for the time being. 

Col. W. then turned his attention towards ascertainii 
from whence these men obtained their supplies. He km 
this business was too insignificant for Miner, or Gurney, 
Tom Hale to be engaged in. A watch was set upon o 
of the suspected places. Various parties were shadowe 
and followed up, and the vigilance of the wary Detecti 
was finally rewaixied by seeing old Kelley visit several • 
these stores in one day ; remaining in each place but a f< 
moments. From that day the cunning criminal was stead 
shadowed, until he was seen to connect with coney men 
a heavier calibre than himself. 

Kelley was arrested with a large quantity of counterf 
fractional scrip, toother with bogus ones and two's on 1 
person, and was securely locked up. The result has be 
the entii*e breaking up of this swindling of the pooi 
classes, which was for so long a period carried on throu 
this miserly scoundrel's agency ; and hence it is as imp 
tant an arrest, in its way, as any recorded in this volume. 

As an evidence of Kelley's rare cunning, it may be im 
tioned that after his arrest and incarceration in the Ludl 
Street Jail, he induced one of the U. S. Deputy Marsh; 
to go with him to his house, in order as he said that 
might see to the things which had been left lying loose 
about the place. This privilege being accorded him, wli 
there Kelley passed into the water-closet, and the Mars! 
was surprised shortly afterwards at hearing a heavy fi 
upon the floor. Ue ran in. The cunning old coney mi 
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^7 Upon tbe floor, apparently weltering in blood ! Tlie 

^rslud aaw the deep ugly gash in Eclley's throat, partially 

ooQoealed by the ever-attendant cravat. lie at once sum- 

AK>iied aaaistance, and conveyed poor old Kelley to a bed. A 

piiJ^Aiciao whom Kelley faintly expressed a desire to have 

Gilled was sent for, who pronounced the wound dangerous, 

*^ that bis patient could not be removed without danger 

to life. 

I^liis ingenious device seemed to bid fair to cheat justice 
*^ of licr victim. The facts were reported to Col. Whitley 
^ ODce, but that oflScer had little faith in the affair, and 
lu"<ectly made an investigation ; upon which it appeared that 
hd ^Id man had, through some means, possessed himself of 
^^lOantity of fresh blood, had taken a knife and made a few 
^>"€!^rul scratches about his throat, and had then smeared his 
'^^^^k, and drop{)ed heavily upon the floor. Tlie Col. was 
^<A«idered to be a most unfeeling man when he insisted upon 
^^3i^oviDg the different bandages that concealed the evidence 
^ t.hit fraud ; but this style of argument proved of no 
^9ii.il to Kelley. liis neck and wounds were critically ex- 
oed by the Chief, who ordered the excoriation to l)e 
I, in bis presence — when tlie attempted sell was 
^K Eroded. 

** I told you so," said the Col., quietly. " You must be 
"^oit cautious with thU kind of villains." 

And old Kelley was marched off again to prison, and 
'<«ked up, in safety. 



PLAYERS AT 



''THE SAWDUST GAME." 



HOW IfOT TO DO IT. 



"'The tricks they play are anything hut fair; 
But,' oftentimes, they're racy, rich, and rarel" 

Within two or three years, more especially at and since 
the time when the U. S. Secret Service Division broke up 
the " boodle game," already fully exposed in this work, a 
new device for skillful robbery of the uninitiated has been 
introduced in this country by sharpers and shysters, which 
has succeeded wondrously, which counts its victiais by 
thousands, and its gains to the pockets of the original ma- 
nipulators by hundreds of thousands of good hard dollars. 
This scheme is known as the "Sawdust" or"CiBCULAB" 
Game ; which we deem it our duty, in this volume, thor- 
oughly to explode. 

The " Sawdust Game " is played by only two parties ; to 
wit, sharp knaves and dull fools. Yet the temptations put 
forth by the former prove (onee^ at least,) too great for the 
virtue or innocence of many of the latter. To show up this 
colossal swindle, we deem it a matter of real public good ; 
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j^ exhibiting not only the natural gullibility of a large por- 
^^ti of our people and their natural eagerness to make 
^^ney, " regardless of consequences/' but also as a means 
^ exposing one of the great mysteries of life in Metropoli- 
^^ citie8 ; and also to show that dishonest persons, (grasp- 
^'^g at this shadow of a ** golden opportunity " presented to 
*^em, whereby they may swindle their neighbors) are mor- 
^^1y certain to come to grief, in the very midst of the swin- 
dle, and thus get " hoisted with their own petard." 

It is much easier to overreach a certain class of the com- 
inanity prone to indulge in ** great expectations," as well as 
Would-be rogues, than it is to cheat honest but sharp men, 
ordinarily. There is an incentive in the hearts of the former 
that more readily leads them to be gulled — as the chances 
go. For, tliough 



** Great ro^es find little roguea, 
To worry aod to fii;ht 'em, 
And HttJe ro^es find leater rogaet, 
And 80 — ad infinitum — '* 



Ktill the bigger scoundrels find new rogues of great or less 
degree, continuously, in this tempting game we are now de- 
scribing ; and as fast as one district is used up, fresh fields 
are sought out, and the Sawdust Swindle is practised to fresh 
advantage by the skillful ^* managers," until they find them- 
Bclves compelled again to change front and base, and go into 
Dcwer fields, where this ^* little game " is unknown. Wo 
will do our humble |)Qrt towards explaining this wicked im- 
position ; and thus offer wholesome warning to the uninitiated, 
who may chance to read these *^ memoirs." Tlie modus 
operandi of the Sawdust Swindle is briefly as follows : — 

A nominal firm establisli tlieir head-quartern in New 
York city, for example. Tliey procure city and town dirco- 
tories fix>m all quartera, wberoiu they ftud aud select tbo 
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address of certain people to whom they cause to be sent a 
" confidential Circular," in which they promise to furnish to 
each person so addressed *'any quantity of United States 
paper money — National Bank Notes, Currency, or Scrip— 
of any desired denomination, as good to all appearance as 
the genuine, and printed from the real plates missed at the 
U. S. Treasury Department, at the low figure of 25 cents for 
every dollar ordered. The bills cannot be distinguished 
from the original," they assert, and the gentleman whom 
they write to " is one of only a very few who have been se- 
lected in his city (or town) to whom they will ofier this 
grand oppoi-tunity to make a fortune, if he is prompt and 
ready to accept this rare chance." They do not ask the fall 
pay till the goods are received, but the parties who order 
must '^ send, say 10 per cent, of the amount of purchase by 
mail, and the 15 per cent, balance, may be paid to the Ex- 
press Co., ' C. 0. D.,' when the parcel reaches him." The 
larger the amounts ordered, the greater the discount. 

This is what the firm who sign this tempting circular (or 
letter) promise to do. And, in thousands of instances, this 
bait is nibbled at, at once, by the careless, easy-conscienced, 
or reckless poor mechanic, who is willing to " take the 
chances," and make a few hundred dollars thus readily and 
secietly, without regard to principle, or probable conse- 
quences in the premises. 

Thus the New York manipulators of this huge swindle 
receive pecks of orders, and hundreds ox thousands of dol- 
lars, daily, by mail ! And they send to their quietly dis- 
posed but grasping customers the package " C. 0. D.,*' (or 
the balance due on shipments. The victim gets at the 
Express oflBce Cor receives at his address) a small neat box* 
about 6 by 16 inches in dimensions, upon which he pay* 
the expressman the balance due, say $15 to $150, in good 
money, as the case may require, and finds the parcel to be a 
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box, iron-bound at both ends, which of course it is impossi- 
ble to open, on tlic spot, to examine — even if ho dared to 
expose its contents (which he doesn*t) for he knows it con- 
tains counterfeit or bogus U. S. money. And so ho verj 
slyly slips away with his prize to the sanctity of his own 
private apartment, in store or dwelling-house, where he pro- 
ceeds to open the casket that encloses his little future for- 
tune, or, at the least, its nucleus ! lie does not always realize 
iliat in all this trickery he is partieep$ criminii in this crimi- 
nal game. But he has put his twenty-five or two hundt^ 
and fifty good dollars into this ^^ speculation," and now ho is 
bound to see what the promised one hundred or one thou- 
sand dollars' worth of U. S. '* bank-bills as good as tlie 
genuine " look like. And the du()e is not a little aston- 
ished, as well as chagrined, to find that his little iron-bound 
box contains not a dollar of counterfeit or any other money, 
but is simply filled with dry Bawduit^ or kindling-wood, 
nicely packed therein. 

This is all — for the present. 

But Mr. Verry Greene (the recipient of this parcel) has 
never played at the Sawdust Qame l)eforo, and though indig- 
nant, of course, he is surprincd. lie doesn*t comprelicnd 
this matter, at all. Tliere muHt 1)0 some mistake here! 
lie knows he is out twenty, fidy, a hundred or more dollars, 
OS the case may be, in good money. But he cairt return to 
the Express company for redress. That won't do ; for how 
can he explain to (Aem what he was looking for, in tlie iron- 
bound box ? lie can't tell them what he ordered, (has paid 
for) and didn't receive. True, he did not get what he sent 
for ; but that little aflair is between him and the firm of 
8|)eculators in New York — Messrs. ** Solman A Co.," ^^Joncs 
A Co.," ** Smith A Co.," *• Elias A Co.," or any other man, 
with whom he has boeu indiscreet or silly enough to 
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engage in the attempt to pass off counterfeit money — f<^ 
if he did not intend to do this, what did he agree to buy t 
bogus stuff, at 25 cents on the dollar /or? 

Well — he opened his trade with the respectable firm 5n 
New York who sent him the handsome letter, with avi^^w 
" to make his own future fortune," according to the teroas 
of that flaming seductive Circular. And he isn't to \yo 
beaten out of his money, no how ! If any game is being played 
upon Am, they'll find that he is " up and dressed for 'cieb," 
thinks Mr. Yerry Greene. So he sits down and writes 3.11 
impulsive, saucy letter to Messrs. " Elias & Co." (or otli^r 
firm,) and awaits " a prompt reply — or there'll be troublo-*' 

Ho gets no answer ! Then he repeats this dose. But li^ 
gets no reply, " prompt," or otherwise. Then he tries ^ 
third application of queries, expletives, and adjectivod- 
But Messrs. " E. & Co." ••' Jones A Co." or whoever his cor- 
respondents may be, do not condescend to answer hi^ 
epistles, or take the slightest notice of his threats, Imi^^ 
fumings, or his abuse. And they never vouchsafe to addr^^ 
Mr. Yerry Gi'eene, again, in any manner whatever. 

And why ? — Because they haven't time, you see ! 

This little sponge has been fairly squeezed, and the g^"^ 
tlemen in New York have long since turned their attention 
to other very greens, with whom there is a better chan<^^> 
you observe, to drive a new trade — in the same 'cute wa J^* 
But their present irate victim doesn't sit down and subn»i* 
to this outrage, quietly. No ! He goes straight to Ne^ 
York, and will have satisfaction out of these villains, if '* 
" lakes a leg," or the last dollar he has in the world. S^ 
Mr. V. G. invests five-and-twenty more good dollars, and ^ 
whole week's time, in the *' search for gratification under 
diflBculties," and the recovery of his first investment. H^ 
is bound to " put these rascals through." 
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°^ goes to New York, accordingly. 

^ hundred chances to one that he don't find any such 

^ as is indicated upon the flaring Circular by which lie 

™ been fooled. They never use their real names, in this 

^tieas. But he finds a place that he thinks this letter 

^***^ from — and he " goes m " in high dudgeon, to "just 

^w what this mean%, by hokey ! " 

If be gains any satisfaction there, at all, he Icanis that 

^re is certainly some error in this shipment. The 

^^rks most hsTc sent a wrong parcel. But the gentleman 

^Ih> attends to this branch of their business is now in 

"^timore (" or elsewhere,") and will return in ten days, 

^^ ao. He will explain when he comes back, and it will 

^ made all right, of course. Very sorry — but they don't 

***ow anything about it," Ac, &c., &c,, and thus Mr. Verry 

^'■^iie is bowed out. 



ho 



«« 



dc can't wait in New York, on expense, two weeks, and 

goes home, hopefully assured that his real correspondent 

^ill fix it up, as soon as he is made acquainted with the 

^^Htake," and so forth. Mr. V. O. is a sadder hut not yet a 

^^ch wiser man than lieforc. lie arrives in Boston, i)OS- 

^^Hues his soul in patience two, three, four long weeks, therc- 

^'^^r, goes to the Post Office fifty times at least, for the long 

^^%ked-for letter of explanation from New York ; hut gets 

^^ry a red, or the first word from the Sawdust Swindle firm, 

^lio have thus l>eaten him out of his hanl-earncd money. 

^Tc sees through it all, at last, but can never get redress, for 

^hose knaves who once knew him, now know Mr. Verry 

^iveiic no more, forever. 

He can't go to law, for, do yon mind, ho has never pro- 
posed to buy anything of these sharpers except countrrfvii 
tHomy ; and he can bring no suit for rAu , liecaum* he never 
got any such stuff of them. Tliey are too sharp to have any 
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^^ coney " on hand, or to send any of it to their patrons. 
Besides, they don't need to do this. Pine sawdust is 
cheaper, safer, and better, for their purposes. And so Mr. 
y. G. learns his lesson, and dries up. 

So numerous had been the complaints made to Col. 
Whitley, by victims of this game, that the Chief of the 
Secret Service Division, a few inonths ago, hi*oke into one 
of these swindling establishments in New York, where he 
found eight young meu busily at work mailing these ^^ circu- 
lars " in every direction, and several others ^making and 
filling the irou-bound boxes with sawdust. But they were 
simply at work there, as in any counting-house or factory ; 
and not a dollar of the talked-of counterfeit or bogus money 
could be found, of course, for they hadn't any, and never 
had any. 

A man by the name of Elias — a well-known New York 
jew, is said to be the great head and front of this huge 
scheme, by which thousands of persons, in all parts of the 
country have been defrauded. This Elias is now a man just 
in the prime of life, of very distingu^ appearance, who 
dresses in the height of fashion, and who has accumulated a 
large fortune in various projects of this and kindred 
character, of which he has been the prolific parent, and is 
now the leader in. 

At the time when Col. Whitley seized the bogus concern 
above spoken of, and took those concerned in it into custody, 
he found upwards of 60,000 letters on the premises, coming 
from jxjrsons of high and low degree in every section of tlie 
United States, and along the Provincial bordere, asking this 
nominal firm for samples of the bogus money, or making 
inquiries regarding it. Some of these letters were from 
contractors^ and others who had large numbers of hands em- 
ployed by them ; in whose cases it was certainly fortunate 
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that counterfeit money could not bo supplied them. Mauj 
of ttieoi, however, had ^' seen the elephant," aud had paid 
their hundreds of dollars, in advance, as Mr. Verry Greene, 
of Boston, did, to get their neat little box of dry sawdust, 
only, in return. 

The colossal proportions of this wicked business can 
ncarccly be conceived of, and the statement contained in the 
last paragraph above would hardly be credited, but for the 
fact that Col. W. took possession and had an actual count 
made of tliese over sixty thousand missives, in one establisli- 
meut, at the time of its seizure. The parties then arrested 
were taken before the U. S. Commissioner's Court, but were 
discharged on bail. No legal proof to convict them could be 
had, their patrons of course declining to appear against the 
prisoners, lest they criminated theaiselves, naturally. A $10 
counterfeit note was found on the promises, and Col. W. 
baited his action on this fact. But they forfeited their bail, 
aud run away. This whole vast scheme of infamy is so 
adroitly managed, that under existing United States laws, no 
evidence can be had to implicate the originators and workers 
of the game. Its exposure^ Uierofore, is the only means avail- 
able, to warn the |>ublic not acquainted with its duplicity to l)0 
on tlieir guard against tliis specious and subtle Cii*cular 
swindle. 

In the next chapter, we will show how criminals are 
loade, through this means. It is lamentable, but the fact 
exists, unfoKunately, tliat American law is by far too lenient 
towards this class of wealthy ofTenders. They *^ do things 
bettor in Franco." If a counterfeit bill or a lM)gns coin, 
for instance, be found u|K)n a denizen of Paris, (no matu»r 
A<nr), he is caught up as a criminal, and held until he clearly 
proves that he came in possession of this obnoxious ol»jtM:t 
innocently. The crime in that country consists in lu&ving 
Uk) bogus in possession at all. 
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HOW CBIMINALS ABE MANUFACTUBED. 



''They scatter seeds with careless hand 

And dream they ne'er will see them more: 
But, for a thousand years 

Their fruit appears, 
In weeds that mar the land.'' 

It will scarcely be conceived, by those unacquainted with 
the details or the records of crime in this country, how vast 
a number of criminals are absolutely manufactured through 
the influence, example, and persistent cunning of the 
leaders or chief managers of the counterfeiting and Circular 
swindling eistablishments in the Atlantic cities — chiefly 
having their headquarters in New York, at present — and 
reaching out their long-extended feelers to every point in 
the compass, for fresh victims with which to glut their ever- 
lastingly insatiable maw. 

We give a single instance, here, of the results of an 
actual case that not long ago occurred in Boston, through 
this moans — carried out by one of the travelling agents of 
a New York sawdust swindle firm — the victim to which 
(to the tune of $750 in hard-earned money,) is still a resi- 
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of the hub, at the South End of Washington Street, 
^d a cabinet-maker by trade, " of easy virtue,'* unfortu- 
^t^Iy, but who learned a lesson that will last him to the 
^^ of his life, probably. 
"Xlie name of this victim is George L. Franc. The New 
^>rk agent's name is Tlio's. Haggarty, and his confederate 
^* called " Mr. Howard," a N. Y. wine-dealer. Haggarty 
^^^k board in the same house with Franc, wormed himself 
^t.ohis confidence, broached his plan to him, showed htm 
^m:idry good bills, which he said were the kind he could 
^ ^mish him from the New York concern (according to the 
i rcular he exhibited) and induced Franc to draw $500 
XDm the Savings Bank ; for which he was to receive $2000 
^ this splendid counterfeit money, ^^ which nobody could 
^11 from the genuine,*' etc., etc. Haggarty took this $500 
^^Dod money out of Franc, said he was going to New York 
Ciget the *' coney," but did not return — and Franc never 
-^w tlie color of his genuine $500 again. He wrote, and 
^rote and fumed, and swore, and threatened -^ut all to no 
Mrpose, of course. ^ 

Haggarty left behind him his trunk, at Franc's boarding 
lousc, when he went away, as a sort of pledge that he was 
^ting honorably ; for he said ^* I always like to meet a man 
on the level, and quit him on the square. Franc." And a 
few weeks after Haggarty left, another stranger oame to the 
house, one ^^ Mr. Howard, a wine^lealer," from New York. 
He soon got acquainted with doomed Franc, and Casually 
8[x>ke of Haggarty. Franc asked him if he knew H., and 
then confidentially explained to Howard the transaction he 
had had with Haggarty. Howard told him Haggarty was all 
right, and that his $2,000 would come, in due time. It was 
a large sum, and likely H. couldn't get it all at once, Ac. 

Then Howard plied Franc. Tlie |foor foot fell into Uiis 
17 
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second snare readily, for be said ^ be couldn't wait for ISiwLg' 
gartj — and he -wanted the coney (or whatever it was^ ^i 
once." ^^ I can get you some,'* said Howard. And he dreir 
out a lot of good notes and showed Franc what he had got 
from this New York firm aforesaid, and of which ^^ he cou/d 
get more^ say a thousand dollars' worth, at 25 cents on ih^ 
dollar, for Franc, if he liked — at once." Franc, soon after^ 
wards, actually paid this ^* Howard " (who was EUggart/^ 
pal !) $250 in good money ; making $750 he had drawn fronB- 
less than a thousand he had to his credit in the Boston 
Sarings Bank. 

Howard had got to go out of town, he said, and would 
deliver Franc the $1,000 bogus notes at noon next day. 
Franc was sharp, howeyer. He bad been bitten once, (he 
feared) and he was bound to make up his loss for the $500 
and this proposed second inyestment of $250, all at once. 
So he appointed to meet Howard at noon at a store in a 
back street named, where Howard came ; and Franc brought 
him the $250, which he saw him take into that store to get 
the $1,000 bogus he had promised him. Howard couldn't 
get out^ uuawares to him, because Franc waited at the front 
door, where they parted, and watched for his comuig. 
Franc has been " waiting " patiently, ever since — but 
neither Mr. Howard, the N. Y. wine-dealer, nor Mr '- Thom- 
as Haggarty" have gratified him with a glimpse of their 
pleasant countenances, since. Howard left through the rear 
store-door, which opened into the back street. 

Being $750 dollars out, Mr. Fi-anc naturally got very 
wrathy. He wrote several abusive letters to Haggarty 
(though he had done better to have saved his postage- 
stamps,) and got no replies. He seized Haggarty's trunks 
and then sent him a stinging letter, through the young' 
man's father's care ; which elicited from Haggarty the fol- 
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•owing spicy, impudent reply •?— which we give, verbatim et 
^^^atim — as a curiosity in its way ; and which closed the 
^rrespondenco between these two well-intentioned (?) par- 
^>^« wlien Franc went to the N. E. office of the S. S. Di- 
^on, and reported the details of this case. 

New York, Jan'y. 16, 1871. 
"Eoboe L. Fbanc, Boston. 

Sir. — I have got a letter you sent to my house, and in 

.'^t>ly would say you are makin' a dam fool of yourself, and 

'^ ia time you found out that you are not dealin with as big 

^ ^ool as you ar. My trunk I will have, with all my things 

^^ it. And if I miss anythin, I will make you squcel, you 

^**^ ignorant dumb bastard. 

j^*^ You ar going to place my things in the ' copper's ' hands, 
^jr? Before you send them to Whitley's men, have my dirty 
^^^iirliauls washed. You'll soon be where folks sigh for 
•^^-ruiiier clo'es. How are you $500? Well, you know 
l'^^'^ that is yourself. How is Howard, the wine-dealer ? Oh, 
'^^inh you was here. 1 would put a head on you, bigger 'an 
* ^wenty-shillin' bean pot. 

^^UowarJ says you almost hugged him to death, in 
m. He's a nice man, is Mr. Howard. An' so are you 
a small paily. Well, ole boy, work liard, and make 
1^ up. It didn't coss'd you on'y 8750, to * see it.' i>etter 
i^^^*k nex time. Good-bye. Howard and me are just goin' 
^^^^^ eat a rousin' good supper. You're makin good time 
^ Awards the bone-orchard — you ar. 

Youi-s &c., f.")00 & 250. 

P. S. Write mc, now and then, if you can raise any 
irec-cent stamps. 1 dont mean ^ queer * 8tuui{)S, Ueorgy." 

This letter came over a year ago. Mr. Franc has lieurd 
^ Nothing farther from his money, the Sawdust firm, or his 
^wo ** friends" — and doesn't wish to! And here we leave 
this swindle and its oiierators, with a few brief lelieetions. 

The unprincipled 7/K;iii<r(/ men — the Kliases, the Minors, 
the Roberts' and their kitli or kin in couuterfeiting and 
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swindling, are the huge stumbling-blocks that are met in the 
way of reforming the abuses undertaken by the Detective 
and Police authorities. But for these vampires, who riot in 
their infamy and gloat over their ill-gotten gains, who defy 
law and gospel, and who escape punishment through their 
social standing and great wealth, much of the crime now 
existing in the community could never have had a being, 
and certainly could not be sustained. Through these base 
men, are thousands of criminals manufactured, who other- 
wise would never -know, or think, of passing counterfeit 
money. 

The example, influence, and practices of these big ofiend- 
ers, the temptations they so speciously and shrewdly hold 
out to the unbalanced and easily seduced victims they 
assail, the readiness with which the gilded bait is bitten at 
which they offer to half evil-inclined small rogues, the 
plausible manner in which they approach the poor careless 
mechanic or unwary laborer who essays to make a few extra 
dollars easily, and don't mind how^ the skillful style in 
which they play their wicked game upon unsuspecting and 
credulous dupes of all grades and classes, and the tenacity 
they exhibit in their wanton, continuous, successful, andJ 
fantastic tricks that so " offend high Heaven, and make the^ 
angels weep " at their results — are frightful to be a witness^ 
to, and wring the hearts of every honest citizen to reflectiiJ 
upon, in view of their daily and hourly occurring conse — 
quences to society ! 

" The natural propensity to commit crime can never be^ 
thoroughly eradicated in the community," it has latterly"^ 
been truthfully said. Yet where is the remedy for this evil ?S 
Humanitarians and well-meaning philanthropists are ever^ — • 
lastingly proposing theories^ but all their plans of modera — 
tion fail in reducing the average amount of crime amo 
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118, aud nono of these have ever reached Uie lordly villains 
who employ or tempt the weak and lesser knaves to do the 
wrong tliey dare not undertake Uiemselves. 

Who can reach the Miners, the Eliases, and knaves of 
their calibre and wealth, successfully? Who will propose a 
plan for '' prison-reform," for instance, that shall contain 
solid practical value, pointing to the restoration of criminals 
to tlie |)ath of rectitude ? Who will suggest a healthful 
priHon-discipline that slmll be at once stem and repressive, 
without being brutal ? That shall prove a real terror to 
evil-doers, and thus operate effectually as a . preventative 
of crime ? Who will *^ put their shoulder to the wheel," 
and aid to annihilate the first great cause of this stealthy, 
insidious, criminal temptation, that lives and moves and has 
its being in our metropolitan cities, and whose authors, 
aiders and abettors have ii\jured, crippled and ruined so 
many of the soft-headed or weak-minded young men in this 
country, in and out ot oflSce? 

Among these so created criminals are found many of the 
later counterfeit money-shovers and small dealers, now 
being arrcnted almost daily by the Secret Service Detectives; 
who oflen frankly confess to Col. Whitley that they thus 
commenced their course of evil. Tempted with the bait 
Uirown out to them by the ^* boodle-men *' or ^^ sawdust 
swindlers" — through these infamous and subtle cheats 
having first hud their ho{)eH to ^' make their fortunes easily," 
excited, and being disap|)ointed with their earlier non-suo- 
cess — their unbalanced or uneducated aspirations becoming 
inflamed — they quickly follow this inilUitory process out, 
towards the certain deeper guilt in which tliey so soon 
become involved. 

They are informed that they can obtain prime counterfeit 
money, aom^where. And failing to get it of the swindlers 
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who first promise to famish it, at 20 to 25 per cent, cost, 
(but who never use the stufi* at all, except by name, as we 
have shown,) these infatuated and ignorant victims proceed 
to search out other sources, whence they can obtain bogus 
bills. They find these " providers of the queer," purchase 
the stuff, shove it among the people, are snapped up by the 
U. S. Detectives, and are sent to prison — to their own ruin 
and the ruin of their families. They are justly blameable ; 
and this result is but the righteous sequence to their evil 
doings. Still, in seven cases out of ten, these victims are 
not innately or originally bad men. They are but '* manu- 
factured criminals," made up of the ^' raw material " in 
society, by the skillful arch workers we have described — 
the Miners, the Eliases, the Gurueys, and their genus. 

And contingent upon this sawdust swindle, come newly 
created Post Office thieves, by scores — inside and outside 
of the Department. Thousands of letters containing money- 
remittances, addressed by victims to the authors of the 
Circulars described, never leave the Post Office in which they 
are deposited by the would-be-lucky men and women who 
mail these missives ! We know of what we now assert. 

The nominal " firms " to whom these letters are directed, 
quickly become known to the P. 0. clerks who have the 
handling of them at the places where they are deposited ; and 
they know these envelopes contain money, for the bogus 
" sawdust " men. Is it a crime to intercept such letters ? 
Is it wrong to rob a would-be robber of his plunder? Some 
of these young gentlemen think not. And so many of the 
letters started by the poor fools towards the sawdust mill, 
do not reach their destination — they never know why. 

Tliis is bad enough. But this is far from being all. The 
temptation thus held out to young men to steal from the 
other thieves, is but the beginning of the end. Once tlic 
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ice is broken, onco tho Post Office clerk possesses himself 
Burrcptitiously of these monej-letters belonging to the saw- 
dust cheat or his victim, he swiftly comes, like hungered 
Oliver Twist, to seek for more ; and valuable money-letters 
til transitu to or from other firms than sawdust swindlers, 
are missed and gobbled, or mysteriously disappear from 
merchants' boxes, to &nd their way into the pockets of 
ready purloiners, inside or outside of the Post Office, (or 
both) who date their first experience in this course of dan* 
gcrous crime to the temptation we have alluded to — and 
who liave thus also been ^^ manufactured criminals" through 
the base tendencies of the wrong we write of. Tlie faeU 
liercin narrated, are patent. 

The U. 8. and other Detectives for tlie New England 
District, have very recently worked up a flagrant case of 
this character, in Boston, where one Laws, a Post Office 
clerk, has been thus systematically robbing the merchants* 
boxes of money-letters, until his peculations have raached 
many thousands of dollars, in amount. He has lived fast, 
spent money freely, and has come to grief at last, after 
stealing these letters at various times, from persons and 
firms to the numlier of some twdve thotuand individuals, it 
is said ! He confesses that the letters generally contained 
from 92 to 810 each. 

He has followed up his crime for a long |>criocU and 
states that among the chief victims of this wrong, Messrs. 
E. G. Allen & Co., publishers of that |M)pular Amerioan 
weekly, so widely known as the ** People's Literarif Cum- 
pamon^^ of Au<i:usta, Maine, are sutlrixM-s, through lii.H 
roblicries, to an amount exceetlinj^ j5(l<».<^W I This {K^rsi.stcut 
mail-thief well knew, from the euoruiouH ntunUM* of letters 
mailed in and around Boston to *' E. ('. AlK*n & Co., pul>- 
lisliers/* tliat the envelo|ies must contain ca.>h ix*uiittunccS| 
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for sabsciiptions. And so he has had *' a good time," at 
the expense of these and other business men, until he has 
gone up, on discovery, like hundreds of other poor reckless 
deluded fools, who forget that iniquity bears with it its 
ghostly torturer, remorse, and that such wanton criminality 
can only flourish for a season. 

Do the merchants of Boston, Philadelphia, Portland, New 
York, Washington, and other large cities realise that this 
state of things actually exists in their midst ? Will the pub- 
lic credit this broad statement ? Do the parties herein criti* 
cised, themselves dare challenge the sober truth of the asser- 
tions made in this chapter? Ought we not to have legal 
enactments that will reach the instigators and originators of 
this class of criminals ? 

Or, must we continue to submit to tliis grievous wrong in 
society, which is thus basely fostered by wealth, avarice, cun- 
ning, villainy and cupidity — and through its baleful influ- 
ence and machinations causing such direful results in the 
community at large? Is there no balm in our Gilead ? Can 
there be found no good in our broad Nazareth ? Are there 
not wise heads and honest hearts among the '^ assembled 
wisdom" of this nation that may be prompted to exert 
tlieir influence and strength towards the righting of this 
glaring social wrong — by giving to the people laws tha 
will punish and crush out these bald and bold manufacture 
of criminals ? In all candor and hopefulness, we commen 
this fruitful subject to the earnest consideration of Gong 
sional legislators. 
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** So imooth he daab*d his vice with show of Tirtae^ 

That he Uv'd from all attainder of suspect 

• # # # # 

Look I what is done, cannot now bo amended. 
Men shall deal unadvijicdly, sometimes — 
Which after-hours give lcii»ure to repent of." 

RicnAUD m. 

This celebrated and noted character, a faithful portrait of 
irliom is given upon page 412, has justly earned the uiicnvi- 
%ble but not inappropriate sobriquet of the '^ Autocrat of 
CSounterfeiters " in the United States. We devote the clos- 
ing pages of our •* memoirs of the Secret Service " to this 
individual, l)ecause he is the last ffreat cHminal whoso erratic 
life we find portrayed in the official records, and liecauMe our 
work would indeed l)e incomplete, if concluded without a 
synopsis of the marvellous cai*eer of this wealthy, shrewd, 
mud successful but depraved oflfender, who, for more than a 
quarter of a century, has absolutely revelled in the fore* 
front of infamy, and whose dark eventful history is presented 
as a warning and as an example of the subtle '* science 
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of crime " that is unfortunately rampant among us, in 
high places. 

The early years of Joshua D. Miner were passed in 
Steuben County, N. Y. His personal appearance, at the 
present time, as will be noted upo!i refereiice to his likeness 
(engraved from a recent photograph) is that of a quiet 
gentleman, and his features are manly and i-egular. The 
natural expression of his face indicates nothing extraordi- 
nary, and he passes in society for a good-looking, civil man, 
of the " eminently respectable " sort, while in his personal 
intercourse he is said to be courteous, affable, and pleasant 
towards all who come in contact with him. His store of 
worldly wealth is large, and there is no doubt that Mr. 
Miner to-day can count his fortune by hundreds of thousands 
of ill-gotten dollars. 

Yet, if the half of what, by a cloud of living witnesses, is 
told of him be true, then is he one of the subtlest, sharpest, 
luckiest, and most accomplished rogues in broadcloth that 
has ever been shown up by the authorities in this country ; 
and we doubt if a parallel to his history throughout the 
annals of infamy, (in the peculiar pliase to which he has de- 
voted the best part of his ill-spent life) can be found in this 
or any other country. 

Mr. Miner is at present living in good style in New York 
city, upon 67th Street, where he has resided for several 
years back (in two or three different houses) and is a con- 
tractor for the erection of public works ; employing a goodly 
number of men in his service, and being generally esteemed 
by them as a respectable and law-abiding citizen. His real 
estate is scattered about him in that region, and he has long 
been considered a wealthy, substantial man, by those who 
surround him, and who may not have had any dealings with 
him in the coney-trade ; in which, according to the records. 
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be has himself been engaged notably at least for thirty 
years, in the later decade of which period he has been the 
lieaviest counterfeit manufacturer and dealer (at * fii'st 
bands) in the United States, beyond comparison. 

He comes of a counterfeiting family, also, according to 
the testimony of his neighbors. The Hon. James O. Ben- 
nett, Member of the N. Y. Assembly, First District of Steu- 
ben County, says, ^' I know Joslma D. Miner (commonly 
called *' Jot Miner ') very well. I was raised in the same 
iieighl»orhood with him. We attended school together. In 
1854, I was elected Justice of Wayland Township, Steuben 
Co., N. Y. Joshua D. Miner was brought before me in 
hat year for bastardy. The child (a daughter) is now 
iving, and is eighteen years old, and the mother who has 
iiicc married, is also living. The Miner family have the 
t^putation of l>eing counterfeiters. The father of Josh 
ras arrested for {lassing counterfeit money. Charles M., 
brother of Jot,) was sent to the penitentiary for the same 
inencc. It is notoriously known, here, that Josh D. Miner 
ras sent to the penitentiary, in Ohio, for counterfeiting. 
it is the general belief that Josh l)elonged to the famous 
>rgunize<l gang of counterfeiters and horse-thieves con- 
sisting of Ben Burroughs, old Joe Roscncranz, Young Joe, 
Dun. Ward, Ilorriek, old man Miner, Clias. Miner, Jot 
Miner, and several others. Jot Miner was lierc last sum- 
mer to see his daughter," <&c., &c. 

The al>ove testimony is from a prominent man in Miner^s 
native township, and comes from one who knew him from 

his cradle Chauncey Ik^nnett, the father of this 

gentleman, who is a farmer in Wayland, says, *' 1 know the 
Miner family well. I have lived a nei^lil>or to them for 
ihirtyHxld yeara. The old man Miner is an old counter- 
feiter. Charles Miner was sent to the penitentiary for coun* 
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terfeiting. ' Jot/ or Josh D. Miner was a member of a 
large counterfeiting gang, in this section, some years ago. 
It is currently said that Josh was sent to the penitentiary 
in Ohio for counterfeiting, some fifteen years ago. E. O. 
Buell and Anson Brayton, of Williamsburgh, L. I., brothers- ^ 
in-law to Hon. James G. Bennett, know Miner well." 

Mr. Harris Curtiss, Tax Collector, Wayland, Steuben m: 
County, N. Y. says, ** I am well acquainted with Jot, or r» 
Joshua D. Miner. I have known him over thirty years. «^4 
He has the reputation of being a counterfeiter. His father 
was an old counterfeiter. His brother Charley was sent to 
the penitentiary for counterfeiting. Josh D. was arrested 
at Seneca Lake for passing a bogus $5 bill. When arrested, 
for this offence, he swallowed the counterfeit note. He 
sent to the Ohio penitentiary for counterfeiting, fifteen yeai 
ago." 

The Hon. C. J. M'cDowell, ex-District Attorney, of 
hocton, Steuben Co., N. Y., states as follows, recently. " Kl I 
know the Miner family well. I have known the family inti— -S i- 
mately for years. Their reputation is very bad. They are^^e 
counterfeiters. The old man was arrested for counterfeiting '» 
Charles Miner was sent to the penitentiary for same offence ^^^^ 
1 was his attorney. Josh. D. Miner was sent to the peni S^ 
tentiary in Ohio, for counterfeiting. I saw him afl;er hi^aB:^ 
escape from the Ohio Penitentiary. It is notoriously knownr:^ 
that he belonged to a gang of counterfeiters." 

M. P. Conley, Esq., father-in-law to the above named gen^ — 
tleoian, says, " I know Josh. D. Miner, have known hincw 
from boyhood up to the present time. I know the whole 
family. Josh. D. run a saw-mill on a lot adjoining my farm. 
He often paid his men off in counterfeit money. He once 
passed a bad f.lO note on ine. He at one time showed me a 
number of $50 bogus notes, on a Buffalo Bunk. He went to 
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Cleveland, 0., and sent back for one Bosencranz, (a writing- 
master) to join him, to forge signatures to Bank Notes. 
Sotli were arrested. Josh, was sent to the penitentiary, and 
K. got clear. Bosencranz stated that Jot's woman burned up 
^ lot of counterfeits, when the officers came to arrest them, 
^iid before they could get into their room.'* 

Joshua Gray, Hotel-keeper, at Wayland, N. Y., says, ** I 
know the Miner family. They are counterfeiters. Jot 
Oilier belonged to a gang of counterfeiters here, some years 
since." And several similar depositions upon this point, 
from other responsible citizens who have known Miner many 
years, may be found upon the records. 

For a dozen years past, Miner, having accumulated a 
liandsome property, has drawn himself aloof from the 
smaller class of counterfeiters; having turned his attention 
to manufacturing and dealing on a large scale. It has been 
his habit to make '^ deals " only with the heavier sellers, 
more latterly. But, for a considerable length of time, he 
has dealt the coney out from his own mills — from the es- 
tablishments for which he alone furnished the capital for 
presses, engraving, printing, paper, inks, and contingent 
charges ; employing the l)cst of engravers and workmen, 
turning out some of the choicest bogus notes ever seen in 
America, living in sumptuous style upon the profits of this 
infamy, and all quietly rnb ro$a ; meantime, passing in soci- 
ety, while he was thus villainously accumulating his wealth, 
as a marvellous proper man, of sound integrity, and as a 
good citizen ! And so, for several years. 

Peter Smith, alias Pete Williams, was one of his Ix^Ht 
printers, for a long period. He was a noted coney man, in 
his time — now dead. When this event occurred, MincT 
cast about him for other operators, and came into intimate 
relations with Thomas Ballard, who for several late years 
was at the head of his counterfeiting printing concern. 
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He coDtinued so a long time, always successful. He had 
narrowed down his direct bosiness associaUous to transac- 
tions between himself and but few dealers, all of whom 
bought largely of him, and sold it to other large dealers, 
who put it off to lesser sellers, who in turn distributed it to 
peddlers, boodle-men and shovers. But Miner was the great 
^^ head and front of this offending," who, by this time, had 
got so far above all competition, that he stood **• alone in his 
glory." And so shrewdly and silently did he manage his 
extensive operations, that it was impossible to track or dis- 
cover his hand as the great prime moving-power of this vast 
machine of evil. 

His associates, during this last named period, were the 
notorious Jim Morrison, of West Troy, N. Y., Steve Payne, 
of Philadelphia, Bob Morrisey and Joe Garfield, of W. 
Troy, EQink Hall, (his brother-in-law) of New York, John 
Sims, of Camillas, N. Y., Harry Cole, Bill Gurney, Frank 
Hinman, and two or three other notables, to whom he 
furnislied hundreds of thousands in counterfeits upon the 
National Banks, of all denominations, $2s, $10s, $20s an 
50s, in sums of $5,000 to $20,000 at a time — at an avera 
cost to them of ten to fifteen per cent, upon the nomin 
value of the money ; his " factory " being located at th 
corner of 49th Street and 6th Avenue, in New York city. 

^' God hath yoked to guilt her pale tormentor, misery,' 
says Bryant. And guilt, though it may, on the contrary 
attain temporal splendor, can never confer genuine happi- 
ness. The evident consequences of crime long survive it^ 
commission, and like the ghosts of the murdered, forever 
haunt the steps of the ofiender. Yet, since success tend? 
to conceal a!id throw a veil over the evil deeds of men, the 
lucky fortune which, in a pecuniary view, attended this 
subtle thriving counterfeiter, when he got fairly upon the 
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^t^ck, under full sail, enabled him to defy the laws, for years, 
^hile he fondled his secret within his own silent heart. 

^t, from force of circumstances, he heeded not the truth 

^f the axiom that " three can keep a secret, if two of them 

*^ <2etu2," and found himself obliged to entrust certain de- 

^l«of his nefarious workings to tried confidants : in whom 

^ placed the most implicit reliance, and who for a time 

^^to true as steel in their devotion to their subtle leader's 

***tcre8t8. He appreciated the jeopardy of this comjmlsory 

^^liance, but ho could not get on alone, save as prime 

l^over in his peculiar iniquity. And, since danger is apt to 

^Vel man and brute, and " all are fellows in their need," 

5^18 Autocrat in crime confided to less cunning operators 

^^9 secret, and came to grief in the end. 

The notorious Bill Ourncy (whose history we have al- 

^^ady given by itself,) was a year or more ago arrested by 

^^hief Whitley, and sent over for counterfeiting. While in 

^^rttody he went to Josh D. Miner, in company with Col. 

^\. and ODO of his Assistant Detectives, to enlist Miner's 

^id to get him out of his dilemma. Miner then agreed to 

Surrender into the Chiefs hands a counterfeit $20 plate 

^liich W. sought, and which he traced into Miner's possc's- 

^ioii. This plate was so surrendered, in exact accordance 

\riih M.*B agreement with Col. W. From that hour, Miner 

>vas faithfully *^ shadowiMl,'* until tangii)le results were 

rcache<l — as we shall schui see. 

One Dave Kirkbride was arrested for counterfeiting, at 
length. Aner a little d<*lay and examination, he ^' stpiealod '* 
on a co|)artner, David Keen. Ilr siiortly iK^ached on Ihirry 
C. Cole. And Harry Colu int'onneil the Chi<'f, wIhmo he 
(and the others) who wrro Miner's most intiniatt* ronfulantH, 
t>btained their counterfeit money, in bulk. Tbc*y all pro. 
cunni it in (quantities of Josh l>. Miner, S4) tliey tVankly 
declared. 
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In the course of the examination of Cole by Cliief Whit- 
ley, at his headquarters, after he had made this voluntary 
declaration, Col. W. asked Cole if he knew who the en- 
graver of this money was ; and Harry informed him that he 
had seen a man carry the '^ stuff" to Miner's house, but he 
^^ could not say who he was. If he were to see bim again, 
he should know him, however." And then a snare was set 
by Col. W. to secure this important personage, which re- 
sulted in his capture, on the night his employer (Miner) was 
arrested, (October 25th, 1871). 

They proceeded on that night to the Comer of 61st 
Street and the Boulevard, which Cole said was the usual 
place of rendezvous, and caught a stranger there. This 
man said, at first, he was a painter, and that his name was 
Thos, Avey. The Chief took him in charge, went at liim 
as usual, in his persuasive style, and shortly he owned up 
that he was an engraver. Tiien he told what he engraved, 
and for whom he worked. The Chief proceeded to the 
place of his labors shortly (which he disclosed) at No. 256 
Rivington Street, where he at once seized valuable presses, 
paper, (counterfeited to imitate the new pink-fibred Govern- 
ment paper,) materials, large amounts of bogus notes, etc., 
and found that this man's name was Thos. Ballard -— who 
" squealed " on Josh D. Miner, at length ; declaring him to 
be his employer, supplying all the capital to carry on the 
business, and paying him liberally for his work — which 
was of first class character ; he (Ballard) being a splendiJ 
artisan. 

At once in possession of all this important information, 
from these two witnesses (Cole and Ballard) who had had 
dealings thus intimately for several years with Miner, and 
having secured the valuable presses, etc., at Josh's clearly- 
defined mill, the Chief then plied Ballard, with his custo- 
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mary skill and success ; for the engraver owned up to 
everything, in detail. Ue was placed in Ludlow Street 
jail — but he was too important a living witness against 
Miner to l>e allowed to remain there! Ballard broke jail, 
and e8ca|)ed. A reward of $5000 is now offered by the 
Government for his re-capture. 

How Rallard got off, nobody knows — at least nobody who 
seems inclined to tell ! Miner is rich. Ballard's testimony 
would confound and convict him, upon trial. He is gone — 
for tlie pi*esent. But Harry Cole was left, and his evidence 
was im]K)rtant. 

Cole stated that he had bought counterfeits, largely, of 
Miner, at difTerent *' deals,*' in sums of five to twenty 
thousand dollars at a time, witliin seven or eight years ; be 
had received direct from Minerva hands, at his house, hun* 
dreds of thousands of dollars; and that there were nearly a 
million of dollars thus put out by Miner, to his own personal 
knowledge. He commenced to purchase bogus money of 
Miner nine years ago, and had continued to do so, ever 
since. Ue first began to buy these counterfeits of Miner, at 
his CTlli Street house. Cole knew he manufactured this 
stuff, and knew he thus always obtained it from M., at first 
hands. So far, well. But could he buy moref 

Cole's arrest was still a secret. He undertook, in behalf 
of the Government, to purchase more bogus money directly 
from Miner, and also pro|K)8ed to get a valuable counterfeit 
plate from him. Cole went to work in good faith, and after 
more than three weeks occupied in going and coming and 
manipulating, lie arranged the ap|M>intment with Miner to 
meet him at ni^lit on the 2oth of ()ctol)er, 1871, in a retired 
spot in New York, where he. Miner, would deliver Cole two 
certain counterfeit National $2 and $10 plates ho had ; for 
which Cole was to pay him $1,600 in good money, on deliv 
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ery. The money for this purchase was furnished Cole bj 
the Chief of the Secret Service. 

Miner was too far removed from all this business, ostensi' 
bly^ to be reached in any way save through the defection of 
his accomplices, and Cole, alone, could " deal'' with Miner, 
satisfactorily, at this juncture. So the Government allowed 
Cole to apply to Miner (as he had a thousand times done 
already,) in this transaction. Cole was watched, followed, 
and kept constantly in sight, by Col. Whitley's Detectives. 
Indeed, tlie arrangement was made with the understanding 
with Cole, that this deal should be made in the presence 
of the U. S. officers, who were appropriately disguised fo 
the occasion. 

On tlie night in question. Cole wont to Miner's house, wi 
three Detectives close behind him. He was thorough! 
searched before he entered Miner's dwelling, and was posi-^'i- 
tively known to have no counterfeit money upon his person -^rri. 
Cole met Miner in his house, they walked out togetlier, al^CT Jl 
the details liaving been previously agreed upon between th ^k:\q 
two accomplices, proceeded a short distance down the Boulc^^ c- 
vard (with few other living beings in sight) wlien Miner le!r -=;ft 
Cole a moment, crossed the Boulevard, encountered Thot — s. 
Ballard, received from Ballard a package, returned to Col^ — e, 
and was just in the act of delivering this package (whicr j/i 
contained the desired plates) and in taking from Cole tLr le 
$1,500, when U. S. Detective Kennock collared Mr. Joshi — ^a 
D. Miner, and he was a prisoner — very greatly to his co-tj- 
stcrnation and chagrin ! He fought furiously, but utterc^c/ 
no call for the Police, and was finally secured, after a sharp 
struggle, and borne away, as was Ballard, also. 

Harry Cole had " sold him out " clean, and it was then 
deemed if ever a criminal was had " dead to rights," that the 
U. S. Secret Service men had Josh. D. Miner so, on this 
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occasion. After an examination, the prisoner was admitted 
to bail in the sum of $30,000, and subsequently his case 
Went to trial before the U. S. District Court in New York 
citj, upon one of ten indictments. 

It turned out, from the evidence adduced upon this trial 

of Miner, in December, 1871, that the $1,500 marked 

good money, which he had previously agreed with Cole to 

take from him for these plates, was not found upon Miner's 

jpermnty when he was taken to the lock-up. The officers went 

(jack to the scene of arrest, and found this money scattered 

^bout the ppot where the final struggle with Miner had 

occurred, some rods distant from the spot whera Cole paid it 

%jo him ; thus showing pretty plainly that Miner had had the 

#1^00 in his hands, but had shrewdly thrown it away, 

during the fight, in the darkness. The plates were also 

secured by the Detectives; but Miner stoutly declared ho 

Imew nothing whatever about either plates, money, Gole« 

or any thing connected therewith. 

A theory was at once set up by the defence that Cole had 
these plates in his possession the Sunday prior to the arrest 
of Miner. A witness was produced by Miner to swear to 
this. Also that Cole came to Miner's liouse on the night of 
October 2dth, and was met there by anotlier witness, wlio 
swore that Cole then had a package with liim. That Miner 
and Cole went out and down the Boulevard, followed by 
two other defence witnesses, who swore tliey saw Colo 
drop this parcel, and pick it up again, as they passed along, 
tliat Miner then left Cole, briefly, was called back, and 
then arrested. 

From a recently published pamphlet, over the signiature 
of Col. H. C. Whitley, present Chief of the U. S. Secret 
Service Division, wherein is ably and clearly set forth the 
system and workings of this De|)artment, we extiact Uie 
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following pertinent queries, in i*elation to the details thai 
came out upon Miner's late trial in New York. 

**If Miner did not leave Cole to meet Ballard, (on the Boulevard} and after meet- 
ing him, return to Cole, aa the government detectives swear he did, and the connec- 
tion between Miner and Ballard did not furnish grounds for the arrest of the latter, 
(who afterwards surrendered all the rec^uisite material for manufacturing the counter- 
feit money from the very pUtes found in Miner's possession on the night of the ar- 
rest, ) ana who, after being indicted, broke jail and fled ; and if neither Cole nor the 
Secret Service officers knew Ballard before, as they all swear they did no^, then how 
came they to arrest the latter except because of having seen him connect with 
Mmcr, and deliver the package as sworn to ? 

*' Why did Bill Gumey, when arrested on a charge of counterfeiting, for which he 
has been sent to the State Prison, go to Miner, in company with myself and one of 
my officers, and solicit Miner's aid to help him out of the trouble? And how came 
l^iiner to guarantee to surrender into my hands the twenty-dollar counterfeit plate? 
^hich surrender was made in exact accordance with the progranune laid down by 
Miner himself ? 

'*lf the Government witness, John Ballard, who swore he was brother to the 
Thomas Ballard previously alluded to, did not print thousands of dollars of counter- 
feit monev, trom the plates in question, and deliver the same to Miner and his part — ^- 
ner, Hank llinmon, as he swears he did. why did not Uinman come forward 
disprove the fact? 

*' If Cole was thoroughly searched and watched by the Secret Service officers, 
they swear he was, where did he get the package that two witnesses for the defen 
saw him drop ? And if he carried it in his pocket, as sworn to by Elliot, Biiner*: 
brother-in-law. how came he to drop itataUf Why did Miner resist, if he knei 
the person arresting him was an officer; and if he did not know it, why did he no 
cry for assu^tance ; and why, if innocent, did he make admissions of his guilt to me 
Ur, did I swear falsely in that n^ard? If Cole had the plates in his possession o 
the Sunday evening previous to the arrest, what did he want of the fifteen hundi 
dollars to give Miner on the night of the arrest; and if Miner did not receive 
money, how came it .^^cattercd over the identical spot which had been the tinal scezzsK: t=oe 
of the struggle between him and the officer? 

*' Is Cole a dull rogue, a sharp rogue, or a fool ? If a dull rogue, how has he as ^ 
long and successfully evaded the detectives ? If a sharp rogue, how came he r 'to 
take the plates to Miner's house, and exhibit them in the prtsence of a third partfg^^lff 
If a fool, then, according to the old adage that children and fools tell the truth, he is 

more than ever entitled to belief. 

" If Miner was innocent, what was he doing on the Boulevard at night, in conqtax::--^:^^* 
mth a notorious counterfeiter ! '* 

These queries are aptly put, in the form of an interrog: 
tive ; hut plainly include the only possible answers to them. 

All tills pro and con, upon the trial, the details of whi( 
occupied several days; during which, unknown witness^-^ 
were produced, who were evidently not present at the scen^ 
of the arrest at all, and who swore to circumstances whic/i 
the three Detectives' evidence totally rebutted. But, as the 
81,500 was not found upon Miner, at the moment, and as 
Harry Cole's testimony (though given with the utmost clear- 
ness and disinterestedness) was that of an accomplice of 
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Idiner, aud as the honorable Judge charged that due cau- 
lioti must be observed by the jury in considering the testi- 
luoiiy of the U. S. Detectives, — after a lengthened sitting, 
during which that Jury twice came into Court, stating that 
Ihcy were unable to agi^ee, they at last returned a clear 
verdict, to the utter surprise of all who had listened to the 
testimony produced in this tedious and extraordinary trial ! 

Other indictments are still pending against Miner, of a 
serious character, and he is now at large, under heavy bail. 
The result of this first trial exliibits the immense difficulties 
iirhich exist in the way of convicting a palpable counterfeiter, 
who chances to possess the menus to employ able counsel, 
aud to suborn or purchase witnesses (if he be so disposed) 
iu such cases. 

That all this connivance was resorted to, in the instance 
quoted, is apparent, unless tlic sworn testimony of three or 
four U. S. Detectives, and of Miner's old accomplice. Cole, 
is totally false. That the desired plates were obtained, dur- 
ing that melee and arrest of Miner, is simply a fact. That 
the package did not find its way to the Boulevard, after 
Miner left his house, in Cole's hands, is also very clear. 
Tliat Miner actually took the plates from Ballard (his printer, 
who broke jail after arrest, and ran away) is as clear as any 
event that ever occuired in life, from all the evidence ad- 
duced on this remarkable trial. 

That Miner took the $1,500 in money paid him by Cole 
(according to previous agreement between them) and 
shrewdly seeing the imiK)rtance, during the struggle of the 
arrest, that this money should not lie found u[K)n him under 
the circumstances, and that he threw it away, at the dose 
of the contest (where it was afterwards found), is clear. 

But the honorable Judge*s charge, though able and ex- 
plicit, evinced a decided leaning towards the defendant 
aud a pre-conceived depreciation of the testimony of Gov- 
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emment Detectives, when he enunciated the opinion that 
'^ as a class, their evidence is always to be scrutinized, and 
accepted with caution." 

We have already called the attention of the reader to the 
life-records of the Detectives thus alluded to ; which records 
may be found scattered through our pages. It can hardly 
be fairly said of such men as theae^ in our judgment, that 
they are not worthy of being believed, on oath. 

The jury returned a verdict of " not guilty," and Miner 
left the Court, this time, in triumph. We have given the 
facts in this curious case, epitomized, necessarily, but gath- 
ered carefully from the records, and the published trial. 
The public can judge of the character of this decision. 
If 9uch base men are suffered to be left at leisure in the 
midst of society, unchecked and unconvicted — whither may 
we not drift, in the future ? 

That great good has already resulted to the community, 
througli the events that we have recorded in this book, is 
very clear. And one of the very greatest achievements 
which has culminated in this direction, is the fact that in 
this last effort of Col. Whitley and his Assistants, Josh D. 
Miner, the Autocrat of Counterfeiters in this country, has 
been effectually reduced to impotence in crime. 

In support of Col. Whitley's system in accomplishing the 
laudable objects of the Secret Service Division, the present 
Chief has been fortunate in securing the cordial aid and 
confidential approval of the Administration at Washington, 
to a marked degree. The people of this country need not 
be told here that President Grant has been pre-eminently 
honest and efficient in his career, thus far, or that the great 
majority of his appointees to office have proved both com- 
petent and worthy, among the mass of selections he has 
made to fill those offices. He knows his meUj as a rule ; and 
his subordinates, to-day, from the Cabinet down, will verv 
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favorably compare with thoRe of any administration the 
country ha^ ever had, take tliem all in all. Among tliese 
ap)K)intee8 none have been more happily flelected than Col. 
Whitley, at the head of the Secret Service. He known his 
business thoroughly, and his wondrous success has proved 
that he not only undei*stands it, but attends to it faithfully. 

The Chief is ably sustained also by the Secretary of the 
Treasury, Hon. Gko. S. Boutwell, who holds to the opinion 
that public offices are for the nation's benefit, rather than 
for individual gain ; and who requires the strictest accounta- 
bility as well as fitness, application and industry, in those 
who serve under his immediate control. The institution of 
the U. S. Secret Service by law is jiart and parcel of the 
administration of the Treasury Department ; and the present 
efficient head of that branch of the Oovernment is not slow 
to appreciate true merit among those who serve in such 
close communion with Inm as does the Chief of this 
Division. Secretary Boutwell applies the most rigid ob- 
servance of the laws in exacting honesty and devotion to 
duty among his subordinates ; and the cordiality with which 
he seconds and approves the effijrts of Col. W. in the {)cr- 
formunce of his trying but faithfully executed duties, is tlio 
best evidence that he appreciates this official, deservedly. 

The Solicitor of the U. S. Treasury, Hon. E. C. Bunfield, 
and the present able U. S. Commissioner of Internal 
Revenue, have promptly and genenmsly accorded Col. W. 
their |K)werful aid and counsel in the engrossing duty which 
engages him ; and in the grand results which have accrued, 
so far as the detection and conviction of criminal counterfeit- 
ers and Revenue dcfraudcrs go, in the last three years, the 
punishment of these busy offenders, and the protection of 
the Treasury interests, Mr. Banfield has |ierformed his duty 
to great acceptance. 
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Col. W. lias captured and confined hundreds of the worst 
men engaged in this calling we have ever had among us, and 
scores of the leaders in this sin — the manufacturers, en- 
gravers, capitalists, and those who alone are able to supply 
the material for this business — have gone hopelessly under ; 
while their companions, patrons, and confidants iu trade 
have been squarely pitted against these men, until they are 
so utterly checkmated and confounded by the defection or 
ruin of their " pals " and confederates, as to be totally 
at sea — not knowing who to trust, lest they be tripped, and 
" sold out," as Joshua D. Miner has been ! 

r 

It is ardently to be hoped that, with the determination of 
the President and his chief Cabinet advisei^sto see to it that 
this wicked work shall be utterly crushed out, the Chief of 
the Secret Service may continue in his creditable course to 
push these miscreants to tlie wall — until tliere shall not be 
a counterfeiter or a counterfeit to be found in all the land. 



The originally prescribed liiftits of our present volume of 
" Memoirs" are reached, and we close our labors here. Of 
the more than twelve hundred cases which have fallen under 
the management of Col. Whitley, of the U. S. Secret Ser- 
vice Division, in the past three years, we are able, in this 
work, to give a synopsis of less than a single hundred in 
stances, among tlie many important ones. At a future day 
we shall issue another volume, in continuation of this sul>- 
ject — so replete is it with absorbing interest — and the 
readers of these veritable annals of the Secret Service may 
rest assured that there is ample material left for such suc- 
ccoiling volume, the contents of which will prove quite as 
entertaining, romantic and startling, as those here at an 
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